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PREFACE. 



It is thought that the friendly and fieuniliar letters 
which are here cdlected, would not only be instructive 
and pleasant to those of the same religious society with 
the writers of them, but might tend to show the dispo- 
sition and views of this Society, better than a treatise 
written purposely in the defence of the principles pro- 
feaied by it. 

The reader will perceive an unfeigned love and af- 
fection to have prevailed in the minds of the writers, 
(me towards another; and that their principal view 
was to promote the best interests of their friends. It 
will be seen also, that in thus expressing their senti- 
ments on religious subjects, without any expectation of 
having them made public, they agree in all the essen- 
tial principles of the religion of their great Lord and 
Master Jesus Christ, in whom alone their hope of salva- 
tion was placed. It is true, they more insist upon the 
practice of piety and a virtuous conduct, than upon 
speculative views of the Truth, or ceremonial institu- 
tions ; which may be helpful to those who use them 
ccxQscientiously, but are not to be esteemed essential to 
our happiness. 



IV FfiXFACE. 

Though it is not usual with those of the Society of 
which the writers of the following letters were mem- 
bers, to express the names of God and CSirist so fre- 
quently in their writings and conversations, as some 
other religiously disposed persons, it proceeds not from 
any doubt, or disbelief in their minds, concerning the 
great truths of the Christian religion. They fully be- 
lieve what is said in the Holy Scriptures of the mira- 
culous conception of Jesus Christ, our Lord ; his sufier- 
ings, and death on the cross, his resurrection and as- 
cension ; as also hb mediation, and intercession with 
the Father for lost man ; and, that there is no salva- 
tion but in and through him. They desire to think 
upon these awful truths with great reverence, but are 
cautious of making them a topic of comnoon conversa- 
tion, lest their weight and importance should be lessen- 
ed ; at the same time they approve of religious conver- 
sation, with a due regard to the subject, and sense of 
their own weakness, and of the need they have of wis- 
dom to direct their speech, lest they should touch sa- 
cred things as with unhallowed hands. 

It may be remarked that though they do not use 
those ceremonies which some professors of the Christian 
religion seem to think necessary to retain, esteeming 
them not essentia], and as being liable to abuse by too 
great a stress being placed upon them^ to the neglect 
of the more vital part of religion ; yet they desire to 
be united to the living body of CSirist, which consists of 
members distinguished by various names and profes- 
sions, and dispersed through difierent parts of the earth. 
These they deare to embrace, as brethren in Christ ; 
partakers of the same excellent privileges, of which all 
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the children of the one universal Parent, and the one 
Saviour partake. 

It was found difficult to place the letters in the order 
of time in which they were written, but it may be ob- 
served, they are all of the last century, and some of 
them of very late date. Many extracts from letters of 
our late much esteemed friends John Rutty and Rich- 
ard Shackleton, of Ireland, are introduced, which con- 
tain such sentiments on religious subjects, as, it is 
thought, will be very acceptable to the reader. 



L£iXjl£Ro. 



LETTER I. 



Thbrb is not one ^maog thj sorrowful acquaintance 
who hath fdt the force of sympath j with thee, on the 
present alEBicting occasion, with greater tenderness than 
myself; although I have not hitherto expressed it — I 
own, 1 seldom chuse'to meet the painful gust of smtow 
with calm advice ; I would rather mingle the tear of 
sympathy, and aid Ihe solemn tribute due to those who 
are no nunre; religioa allows it ; for his friend Jesus 
wej^t But it is now high time for the viol^ice of sor- 
row to subside, and the mind to endeavour after a 
calm acquiescence in the disposition of unerring wis- 
dom, which hath numbered the hairs of our head ; and 
not one of them fiiUs to the ground unnoticed of him* 
I know some mournful considerations ui^ed for a place 
with thee : a beloved brother dead, on a distant shore, 
uncertain whether every act of tender assistance was 
yielded him ; but remember, dear friend, the provisbn 
of the highest reached him there, and that the ever- 
lasting arm supports and succours the islands afar off! 
I have not a doubt of his being admitted .where the 
wicked cease from troubling, and the weary are at rest 

Endeavour therefore, to suppress the s^h and the 
tear which bcnrder upon murmuring : good is the Lord 
in all his works: he deals with his mmily in a wisdom we 
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13 LETTEK8 OH 

Union's writings^ to which I am a stranger, bat bope I 
shall not long be so. 1 lately received by a friend from 
America, the life of David Brainard, a missionary to the 
Indians ; published at Boston in New England, 1749, be- 
ing a spiritual diary, or narrative of observations on the 
state of his own soul. A sample of spiritual history, as 
much preferable to natural (in thy and my view) as 
soul is to body ; the narrative is solid, weighty, and 
candid ; he appears to have been divinely qiudined for 
the work ; and that he saved not only his own soul, but 
the souls of many others, awakening the dormant sparks 
of the divinity in them to a flame ! the same tendeini! 
power being vritnessed as we hear of among ourselyj^ 
and its efficacy demonstrated in a change of heart, lit 
fection, life, and conversation in the hearers. Great 
were the conflicts he underwent whilst struggling with 
his various weaknesses and sins ; yet a ray of divinity 
shines through these clouds ; and he grows brighter, 
clearer, and freer from these impediments as he ad- 
vances towards eternity ; and manifesteth, at his ap- 
proaching, solemn, slowly advancing dissolution, (such 
as thine and mine) clear and just conceptions of that 
temper which renders acceptable to God, and prepares 
for a happy translation ! 

I am desiring to hear from thee, at thy leisure, in this 
new language of Canaan, which we are beginning to 
learn in our old days. 

JoHIf RUTTT. 



LETTER VI. 

6Ui Mo. ISlb, 1757. 

The similarity of the dispensations of Providence to- 
wards us seems happily to have laid a foundation for a 
spiritual correspondence, which 1 hope will be continu- 
ed between us, as long as integrity of heart remains. 
I profess to thee renewedly, that afflicting hand did 
nnore for me by way of weaning from this world, and 
quickening my attention for amSber, than at! outward 
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<^ the fiible among tboee caDod Gatholici; 
which book, where it is read, must undoubtedlj tepn- 
lent Christianity in a very different light to the P^o^ 
than that in which the priests have represented it ifte 
downfal of the Jesuits in two kingdoms, I wouM hope 
bodes good; we have had of late, in this city, many 
convei^ openly renouncing popery; notwithstanding 
this, I heartily concur with thee, that the greatest cor- 
ruption of manners may be accompanied with the most 
orthodox opinions : on the other hand, though I have 
spoken thus of the Jesuits, I have lately met with a 
lKX>k wrote by one of this order, who seems to me to 
give evidences of a truly Christian spirit ; and under 
roost heterodox opinions (which are the worship of 
saints, and transubstantiation) to maintain great purity 
of heart, and a lively zeal for the promotion of holiness 
and moreover under the present dreary times of great 
desolation within the narrow limits of our society, it 
gives me much comfort that God is here and there, 
awakening the same spirit of true Christian simplicity 
which animated our ancestors in the beginning ; and I 
am abundantly satisfied that many shall come from 
the cast and west, and sit down with Abraham and 
Isaac. * 

In the mean time take the following short sketch of 
Zion in distress, and if thou canst, send me any word of 
consolation. Here is a large congregation, formerly ac- 
customed to plentiful, and very frequent showers of the 
doctrine of the kingdom, in purity ; now by the death 
of those who were as the vehicles of it, left in a man- 
ner destitute of supplies of that kind ; insomuch, that 
we who are left, are forced either to have recourse 
to the inviable fountain, at first hand, or to sit dry and 
parched ; tlie latter, I fear, is the state of many ! some 
of these are goine ofi) and others will go: however, at 
present, many of us hold together. In the midst of 
this, sometimes there starts up an ignitfatutUt boasting 
of superior light, but kindled, if I mistake not from be- 
low ; r^roachiiig those who reoMun steady with this 
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langm^e, ** You are dumb, but 1 must not be so.'* Thu 
proYokiDg some tender ones, who dare not more with* 
out the proper qualification ; and, who having much 
work to do at home, are necesBarily kept in that exer- 
cise, and hindered iit»n going abroad. 

I give thee a sad picture, but too true : had not some 
of us a supply of a little faith, and a little love, we had 
perished in this wilderness I the consideration of the a& 
flicted state of the church in ages past, and some glim- 
merings of the hope of the gospel, also bring a little sup- 
port. 

]0H5 RUTTT. 



LETTER VDL 

let Mo. Sth, 1761. 

Thy account of thy brother^s death, and of mj bro- 
ther's state of health, are both instructive, and I ac- 
knowledge them as such. 

As to the languishing state of Zion, I have of late suf- 
fered more sensibly than ever in my life before ; at 
times ready to be deserted by brethren I had an es- 
teem for ; however, blessed be the Lord, I am not left 
Suite disconsolate. Upon perusing the holy records, I 
nd the church has generally been in trouble ; and of- 
ten in more calamitous circumstances than any thou or 
I may have observed, and yet was never wholly forsa- 
ken ; the prophets will furnish thee with numerous in- 
stances, which have yielded me Considerable satisfac- 
tion. That we may be preserved from a participation 
in the general defection and corruption, is the great spi- 
ritual object; But again, I consider we are perhaps 
more alarmed at these thiiigs than we ought to be, in 
expecting too much from exteriors, by a conformity to 
our refined way; which really can enect no more than 
circumcision to the Jew outward. 

Thy mentioning a certain writer, suggests an obser- 
vation of the too much prevailing neglect of reading the 
holy scriptures, even amoi^ some of our ministers; I 
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am far from denTu^» of^ the contrary, I commend the 
imploring divine help ; but at Ihe same time we o«ig^ 
to be dingent in the perusal of these sacred reoordi; 
comparing the frequent references and connezioDa cf 
the Old and New Testament I need not teU thee that 
our chapters are, not unfrequentlj, badly dividedp 
which if not attended to might prevent our having a 
right understanding of what is before us. 

Let reason be exercised ; not to pride and ostenta- 
tion of science, but as God's precious gift ; and let no 
man of superior talents and opportunities, cover his 
spiritual idleness, under a specious claim to divine in- 
spiration. 

John Ruttv. 



LETTER IX. 

5th Mo. 30th, 1761. 

Thy observation of the preference of a sufiering 
state to that of being at ease in Zion, ministers some 
comfort to one who knows himself to be one of the 
least of many brethren. 

Shall 1 mention to thee, in a summary way, the use 
I have made of my late reading of the scriptures, after 
many and long omissions of this exercise, whilst busy on 
natural subjects, with an honest view to the promotion 
of useful knowledge, morality, and temporals, which 
were set up above evangelical righteousness: faith, 
and a view to another and better world, being in a 

great measure absorbed. At length did a gracious 
rovidcnce lead, and as it were allure me to reading 
these sacred writings ; and now I have a far greater 
veneration for them than I had before, not only as set- 
ting forth the majesty of Christ Jesus, but I have found 
them to be a seasonable support to my faith, in refer- 
ence to the woful apostacy overspreading tlie Chrittian 
churches, clearly foretold; and the coming out of it 

Kinted at May thou and I be ranked amone them 
it are coming out, although in some sort with tfia 
witoevet that propboied id sackcloth I 
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The prophet Jeremiah was a man of eorrowsy raised 
up in the midst of an apostatizing, idolatrous people; 
faithful and constant under the se^rest triah, he ma- 
nifested God's prescience in the accomplishment of 
events more remote, and in those concerning the goroel 
day, and new covenant. May a degree of nis faithful- 
ness attend thee, and me, under the present sad state 
of the society ; although we be no prophets, faithful 
witnesses we may be. 

This prophet has furnished me with a conviction of 
the harmony, and connexion there is between the Old 
and New Testament writers, besides other instructive 
JessoDs. 

Having thus given thee some hints of my experience 
in spiritual concerns as the most important, I now des- 
cend to temporals. 

JoHir RUTTV. 



LETTER X. 

12th Mo. 11th, 1762. 

Thus retired, I sit down to discharge my arrear to 
thee : and first shall say, I join thee in discouraging an 
universal charge upon some of our modern reiormerSy 
as if, by mistaken notions of Christ's righteousness, they 
encouraged a persisting in immoral lives ; for from a 
personal knowledge of some of them, I have the charity 
to think that their faith is a living operative one, and 
such as hath produced an entire change in their man- 
ners. Give me leave further to say, in their behalf, 
that a mere dry morality, little better than that of the 
heathens, has been the general language of the pulpits ; 
the revival of the doctrine of failh in a Christ, both ex- 
ternal and internal, seems to me to be doing notable 
service to the drooping cause of Christianity. Bad men, 
under the Christian name, may profess belief in Christ, 
and bis doctrine ; but I profess to thee, I do not think 
they really believe in them ; but that unbelief is, in a 

Sveat measure, the true source of their wickedness, 
ive u man a due share of faith and kve^ and 1 nt^ 
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warrant for his obedience. Legal men, among us, have 
cried, Do this, and avoid that, in order that thou mayest 
be accepted ; but, if I mistake not, Grod is teaching 
some better, and enabling them to lay the axe to the 
root of the tree. Come to meetings, says the pharisee; 
but love God, Sciys the evangelical man, and I will war- 
rant for the consequence ; but he also saith, put away 
thy idols first 

As to our spiritual state here, as a people signally 
called out of the world, it is truly poor and languishing; 
we have indeed been favoured lately with an instance 
of divine mercy, in a visit from the brethren, in conse- 
quence of a recommendation of the yearly meeting; 
and as far as I have been fi witness to the conducting of 
this visit, it has been with an honest zeal, love, and 
Christian prudence ; and 1 humbly hope, that the word 
spoken will not return void. 

But to conclude and take a review of our analagous 
spiritutil circumstances. As we have both heard (lod's 
alarming voice, in restoring us from the jaws of death, 
and taking or being about to take our ehlrr brother a 
little before us, (and we are riding po^t on the same 
road,) let us prepare to meet the bri»Ii*jrroom ; and trim 
Our lamps, in higher degrees of love and zeal for his 
Cause on earth ; being loosened from every worldly at- 
tachment how specious soever ; that we may be ready 
td enter the chamber. 

Joiix RUTTT. 



LETTER XF. 

10th Mo. Gth, 1763. 

As to our religk>us state in this place, as a society, 
great is the desolation ! and the awiul scat of an elder 
is fallen to my lot. Rut amidst all our backslidings, a 
gracious providence has been extended in divers truly 
acceptable visits of ministers, and esperialfy by the na- 
flonal visit : which has had a tendency to improve and 
establish our discipline ; whilst it has shaken certain 
lifeless forms which did more hurt than good. 
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I would gladly hope Providence is watching over us 
for good, in putting it into the hearts of some to form a 
plan for erecting public schools for educating our youth 
in a manner entirely select, and separate from tliose of 
other societies (though here we are but poor, in com- 
parison with you) ; and if thou knowcst of any public 
spirited friend, who has money to spare, and would 
send over ten, twenty, fiily, or an hundred pounds for 
this purpose, I would be answerable for the application 
to the valuable end of preserving, and saving some in- 
dividuals, who without this means would be lost ; for 
we see the children of those who embraccvthis way, 
are running with a rapid career into the world again ; 
some of whom, by this holy policy, with the co-opera- 
tion of the divine blessing, might be preserved. 

In conclusion, 1 would remark, that the exercise of 
a wholesome Christian discipline lies heavy on tiie shoul- 
ders of a few ; although absolutely necessary to pre- 
serve the society from open contempt. 

JoHir RUTTV. 



LETTER XII. 

5th Mo. 8th, 1773. 

I HOPE thou wilt excuse my delay of acknowledging 
the receipt of thine, when thou shalt have heard how 
it has been with me. 

It is now above a year and u half ago that I was 
seized with a paralytic stroke on my right side, and in 
my tongue, although not to the highest degree, nor my 
senses impaired ; but by the indulgence of Providence 
1 have so far slowly recovered my limbs as to be able 
to walk a mile without resting ; the use of my tongue is 
also in a great measure restored. Now, reckoning my 
seventy-fifth year, I commence a downright old man. I 
am, however, very thankful, and possess my mind with 
great tranquillity in this happy exemption from the an* 
Kiety and cares attending practice; and for the oppor* 
iunity it gives me to revise, <;orrect, and improve foniier 
labours. 
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I would gladly, at a proper opp(»riunity, be informed 
of your spiritaal state ; as to us, in this citVy a day of 
trial now attends us, being as to ministerial help, in a 
manner, wholly stripped ; it is true, some attempts have 
been made by intruders, but these have been silenced: 
although for my part, 1 would be far from stopping tbe 
mouth of the least babe. 

Amidst all discouragements id a human way, faidi 
comes in to our aid, even trust in God, who hath often 
brought forth events beyond all human comprehension. 
Some convincements, are an instance to this purpose* 
and the children of unpromising parents raised up to 
eminent service. 

John Rutty. 



LETTER XIII. 

nth Mo. SOth, 175a 

In Dublin 1 received a letter from thee. I rejoice 
in this, that the Lord of heaven and earth is visiting by 
his truth, and working by his power, to beget into his 
heavenly family ; and bless his people with that which 
conveys all the happiness mankind ever did, or ever 
can taste ! too many are insensible of it ; others too 
careless to be religious as they ought ; but it is our in- 
terest to pursue our own peace, and transmit to others 
examples. It is an excellent thing to be true subjects 
of Christ's kingdom, baptized into his nature, and 
therein to abide. Great has been his mercy in visiting 
our souls with his blessed truth, and it highly behooves 
us to watch with all diligence. It is our duty to look 
to him daily ; this comprehends all ; here is our strength, 
and safety ; other stays or temporary help will fail, and 
leave us destitute, and inwardly lean ; oh I thereibra 
remember often the dew of thv youth, the tenderness 
of thy heart when first met with ; cherish in thj soul 
die fresh instance of regard, and be it thy care inward- 
ly to look, and live to the Lord, so shall thy hands bt 
madestroog, and thy head be kept above tlie water. 
There is a spirit that is gone ferth kito Che CMSf^ 
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and is splendidly delusive; it detights in good words* 
but feeds upon them ; it cries out help, help, but prin- 
cipally to the servants, not the master ; this spirit lea^ 
into notions, it snuffi up the wind, and lives in commo- 
tions itself raises ; all that are led by it are superficial, 
and know nothing, and must lie down in sorrow. That 
holy spirit which was and is the ground of truth for 
ever, (which I trust has reached thy heart) is a sub- 
stantial operative principle ; its directions are not imap 
ginary, nor its doctrines loose and indeterminate; but it 
is life and light to its possessors, and causes them to in- 
herit substance; it teaches access in heart to Qod, 
whose attributes cannot be defined fully, but experi- 
ence teaches them; supplying their wants, supporting 
their steps, opening their understanding into those di- 
vine truths that are higher than human wisdom, let 
this spirit be leaned upon above all: this will help us to 
stand upright, and walk steadily in the faith delivered 
to the saints ; retirement will be pleasant in meetings, 
and out of meetings ; the inward feelings of the divine 
power to live and act to God's honour and our own pre- 
servation will be dear and precious to us ; and he that 
delights to hear the language of his children will not 
be slack in the performance of his gracious promises ; I 
found the free salutation of gospel love in my heart to 
thee, and earnestly intreat thee to abide stedfast in the 
truth ; feel after it, live in it, hope for its salvation, 
and it will never fail. I salute thee in the love, and 
affection of Christ our holy and blessed helper, and re- 
main thy faithful friend, 

Samuel Fotheroill. 



LETTER XIV. 

Under a renewed sense of that love and life which 
hath ever been the preservation and support of the 
Lord's children as they have kept near unto it, hath my 
mind been nearly united in tender love and sympathy 
to some ol my dear friends at Sheffield ; whov^ iecsl&^ 

c 
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Ymre been sennUj wroaght upon by fbe renewed ope- 
rationg of tbe Lord^s formiDg band ofpower, to prepare 
them as vesBek for bis own use, partkmlariy those few 
wbo are lately come forth in the ministrr. 

Dear friends ; who have thus been pointed out by the 
great Shepherd of Israel, and brought into the SGhool 
of Christ, to be trained up under his hand and eye, that 
you might thereby come to be prepared to do the Lord's 
work and go his errands, aRer you had in some mea- 
sure improved the gifts and talents of grace, which be 
had in mercy bestowed upon you, in order for your sal- 
vation and redemption. 

You received an additional gift, which was begotten 
in you, and under which you travelled many times in 
tenderness of spirit ; and were often deeply baptized 
into a feeling sense of \%hat was likely to be brought 
forth, and many were the pangs, and deep searchings 
of heart that you experienced, until he that had brought 
to the birth, gave strength to bring forth ; which was 
done without your skill or contrivance, for it was tbe 
lord's doings, and it was marvellous in your eyes; so 
that you are somewhat like that servant who bad re> 
ceived two talents to improve : and this calls for greater 
vigilance, circumspection, and care, than he that bad 
received only one talent; that you may have to say^ 
be ye followers of us, as ve see we follow Christ ; and 
as your gifts were not of your own procuring, but ac- 
cording to tlie good pleasure of him who hath the govern- 
ment of his church upon his own shouUlers, he saw meet 
to intrust you with them, that they might be occupied 
to the glory of his great name ; but as they were not of 
your own procuring, so neither are they at your own 
command, but must be waited for in deep humility of 
mind, in order to come at a right knowledge of when 
to speak and when to \h) silent; and there need not be 
much anxiety about it, if the mind is kept in a watch* 
ful state, and careful that nothing, through our UD- 
watchfulness or neglect, deprive us of the sense of our 
gifts ; but those who are thus brought forth, may have 
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ID their infant state, (as well as those that are further 
grown in experience,) many trying proving dispensa- 
tions to pass through ; for the dragon, that withstood 
the woman in order to devour her man-child, as soon as 
it was born, will withstand them ; and try them many 
ways, that he may warp them aside from the holy com- 
mandments delivered to them ; and these are sometimes 
carried to a place prepared for them, as in the wilder- 
ness ; where they are secretly fed, and sustained, though 
their gifts may be hid as in obscurity for a season ; in 
which trying time there is much need of patience, that 
there is not an attempting to come forth from the wil- 
derffess before the right time, ere the floods be subrided 
which the dn|gon cast out of his mouth, and so be in 
danger of being carried away with them. For it may 
not be one of the least of his temptations, when it may 
please the Lord to hide our gifts, for a trial of the love, 
faith and patience of his servants, and for the better 
qualifying them to know their proper seasons, to endea- 
vour to draw them out, though the clouds may not be 
taken off the tabern^flle, and so lead them into confu- 
sion ; and their oifermg, not being seasoned with the 
salt of the everlasting covenant, it hath not a right sa- 
vour, nor is attended with a right evidence ; and when 
he hath effected this, and the mind comes to be made 
sensible of ic, (either by the gentle admonitions of some 
sensible feeling friends, or by the light of truth, or both,) 
roani||teting their mis-stepings, then his next work is, if 
not carefully watched against, to persuade the poor 
creatures, that they are upon a wrong foundation, hav- 
ing been running w,hen the Lord never sent them ; and 
they see that their offerings are not accepted, and are so 
led into reasoning and consultations with flesh and blood, 
thereby to lose their strength by hearkening to the 
voice of the enemy ; and it is to be feared that some 
have been led into a wilderness, out of which they have 
never more found their way : there are also other ways 
that he works with some, by endeavouring to persuade 
thenif that their gifts and capacities are so smalU and 
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weak, that it is never likely they should be of any use: 
by which means some have been discouraged, not con- 
sidering, that it is out of the mouths of babes and suck- 
lings the Lord ordaineth praise ; and that he hath cho- 
sen the weak and foolish things of thb world, to con- 
found the wise and strong. But dear friends, wait dailj 
to feel after the life and power of truth to gather and 
settle your minds, under a sense of its holy influence; 
and never move but under the necessity, and in the 
openings of truth ; remember that Aaron, our great 
type, under the law, was never permitted to approach 
to minister before the Lord, until he was renewedly 
clothed with the hallowed garment, on which were 
placed both the bells and pomegranate^ which testifV 
both sound and substance, or nourishment ; and it will 
tend to your safety not to make additions to the open- 
ings of truth on your minds ; but if there should be only 
a few sentences that are required, be content ; remem- 
ber that under the law, when they oficrcd according to 
their abilities, those that could only olier a pair of tur- 
tle-doves, or two young pidgeoni0yere accepted as well 
as those that offered their bullocks and rams ; and, as 
you keep in the simplicity, and near to your gifU, you 
will in due time witness an increase, if the Lord see 
meet. 

As these things seemed to spring in my mind with a 
degree of gospel love, I have in the same k>vc commu- 
nicated them, earnestly desiring your establishm^t and 
growth on the everlasting foundation ; for the harvest 
truly is plenteous, but the faithful labourers are few ; 
though I am far separated from you, yet in that which 
neither length of tune, nor distance of place, can dimi- 
nish, 1 often remember you, and these will serve as a 
pledge of my regard, who remain your afiectionate 
friend 



LETTER XV. 

6th Mo. loth, 1768. 

Wbbw I connder the good company yoa have pravi* 
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dentially been favoured with, and the advantageous si- 
tuation you are at present happy in, it would seem un- 
necessary to offer any thing by way of caution^or counsel, 
respecling your conduct, whikt in this kingdom : but 
though you are thus agreeably seated, I take it for 
granted, in the course of your stay, you will make some 
excursions from the place of your present abode, to dif- 
ferent parts of the kingdom, which must necessarily 
subject you to variety of company ; in this case I do nit 
apprehend the worthy friend, in whose house you lo^e, 
.will be deficient in giving you the necessary advice, Kir 
your benefit; yet I do not find this will excuse me from 
ofieriog to your consideration a few cautions, respecting 
one very material part of moral and religious conduct in 
life, which is the choice of company. The saying of 
the apostle Paul will always remain true, " That evil 
communications corrupt good manners.'' The experi- 
ence of many ages has confirmed it : it is also truly said, 
a man is known by his company ; and that, as his friend, 
so is he. 

Bad company, or vicious examples, are often hurtful 
to men of years, and sometimes to those who had for- 
merly been experienced in good, when they come to be 
thus exposed : but youth is more especially a dangerous 
period of life, in which we are more liable to embrace 
things that are inconvenient, as well as unlawful, and to 
he drawn aside by the various temptations, crafty al- 
lurements, and unprofitable friendships of the world. 
And I know of no place on earth, where incitements 
to ungodliness and vanity more abound than in this 
kingdom in genera], and in this city in particular. 

I make this observation as a hint to you, to retire into 
your own minds, and consider how necessary it will be 
to your good, and well being, that you avoid the con- 
versation of men of corrupt minds, who you will soon 
know by their fruits; whose snares and temptations will 
steal as insensibly into the afifections, as the venom of a 
serpent creeps into the veins of the subject it has wound 

2 
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ed: therefore I advise you against making sach men 
your intimates and familiars. 

I have sometimes thought, that vicious elcanmlefl have 
the same efiect upon the soul, at least the a£tectioii8 of 
it, that deformed bodies have at the first view of them; 
they excite an unpleasant painful idea, but, by custih 
mary and familiar converse, the disa^eeable sensatioo 
ceases, and we become quite easy, and reconciled to 
them : thus vice, in the first appearance, afifects a tender 
innocent mind i^vith horror and dread ; but being har- 
dened by custom, and habit, the painful impression gra- 
dually wears off, and it becomes more easy, and perhaps 
agreeable ; and then the next step is to embrace it. 

I would not have it understood as if 1 thought joa 
would chuse to frequent the company of men of appa- 
rent dissolute lives and practices, who are not afraid to 
glory in their shame ; but 1 would caution against 
dating with the more hidden and secret foes of 
tianity (such young men as outwardly profess the ble»- 
ed truth, but hold it in an unrighteous conversation, at 
clubs, and night-revels, frequenting places of public di- 
version, invented by the imagination of sinful men, some 
of whom, we have reason to fear, deny or at least caM 
in question, the sacred truths of the Christian religion); 
from such men, though they may call themselves breth- 
ren, I counsel you to turn away ; and, as virtue and 
piety, as well as vice and folly, are communicated by 
example, 1 desire you will take every suitable opportu- 
nity of having the company of solidly religious persons 
of our own society. 

But as it is not sufficient, that we only observe the 
negative part of our duty, in abstaining from evil, if we 
deure to be perfect, we must learn to & well. Though 
the man is Messed who walketh not in the counsel of 
the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners* nor sit- 
tetb in the seat of the scornful* vet he is not fully to^ 
till he is Ibund delighting; in the law of the Lord after 
the inner man ; militating therein day and night, ob- 
•enring to do acoordiog to all that is writttn thmiii. 
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Then these blessed effects will follow, that he shall 
be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, which 
bringeth forth its fruit in due season. And, if this holy 
exercise of mind is continued, he shall receive of tbie 
sap and nourishment from the Fountain of Life, so that 
bis leaf shall not wither, and whatsoever he doth shall 
prosper : " The steps of a good roan are ordered of the 
** Lord ; the law of his God is in his heart, none of his go- 
*^ ings shall slide ;" in order therefore to the performance 
of our duty, it is necessary we should ficquaint ourselves 
with God, and seek to know his will concerning us, by 
believing in, and adhering to the good principle we 
profess, of the light of Christ in our consciences : it is 
this alone can,give us the saving knowledge of God; 
and as we are obedient to its teachings, we shall 
not only deny ungodliness, but by living a godly 
life in all holy conversation, manifest we are loving Grod 
above all things, and our neighbour as ourselves. And 
if the delight and joy proceeding from love to Crod, and 
an evidence of his love to us, be the only true and real 
happiness of mankind, it necessarily follows, that the 
sooner we are come to the possession of this inestima- 
ble blessing, the happier it will be for us ! 1 am one, 
who have to lament, that I forsook my own mercies, in 
that I did not remember my Creator in the days of my 
youth : that I neglected to acquaint myself with God 
in my younger years, knowing that an early sacrifice, 
and devotion of heart is acceptable to him : I have con- 
sidered how many years I lost in unprofitable pursuits, 
delighting in things I am now ashamed of : many pre- 
cious moments I might have enjoyed had I been so 
wise as to have enquired wherein true happiness con* 
sisted ; I have never heard of any who thought they 
had sought God too sow ; btit many mourn, that they 

knew him too late. 

But to retuni to what chiefly afiected my mind, a!^ 
has drawn from me these cautu>ns, viz. the considera* 
tion c^ the temptations persons are exposed to, in the 

ime of youth, (t}iough in no part of our lhre&^^ ^»^ 



28 L£TT£RS OX 

be said to be in a state of security free from the attempts 
of the enemy of souls, and therefore a state of watcb- 
fukiess is necessary to all ages and conditions) it ap- 

i>ears to me, that there is more than ordinary occasoB 
or circumspection when men are beset with enemiei 
from all quarters, as is eminently the case in this great 
city ; things, men, and books, as it were, lie in wait to 
deceive, and cheat people of true happiness ; with re> 
gard to books, if a vain curiosity should be indulged m 
reading many publications of the present time, whose 
chief tendency is to promote an undue liberty from the 
restraints of religion : the knowledge acquired by such 
reading is evil, and wiU, by the unsound principles and 
erroneous doctrine, of one sort, and the profanity, aod 
licentiousness of the other, bring death to the soul ; ai 
they will prevent the true knowledge of God from tak- 
ing place in the heart, and hinder the growth of the 
seed of immortal life, by which the soul is raised from 
earthly to divine and heavenly objects. 

I write from a degree of my own experience of the 
hurt received by means of such writings, and am the 
more earnest with you, as you value your peace, to 
avoid the perusal oi them, as they can administer do 
real benefit, but on the contrary certain evil. 

Having thus enlarged my letter, beyond expectatioOt 
1 shall only add, that as you profess no less than the 
blessed truth, as it is in Jesus, may you, by its divine as- 
sistance, and obedience to its holy dictates, be made and 
kept perfectly free from the entanglements of a vain 
and sinful world, and be enabled to hold fast the profes- 
sion of your faith in a good conscience without waver- 
ing ; keep near to the testimony of Jesus, the sure word 
of prophecy, in your hearts; whereby you will be able 
to resist and quench all the fiery darts of satan, and his 
agents. 

To God I recommend you, and the word of his grace, 
which b able to strengtnen and build you up in the 
most holy faith, and remain your sincere friend, 

Sorau HuMBi 
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LETTER XVI. 



It came before me this morning, with some degree of 
sweetness to visit you with a line of caution, and encou- 
ragement, in the pure and unfeigned love of the gospel 
of Christ; to you, the professors of it, my dear youth, to 
remind you, who are capable of reflection, of the great 
goodness of our God, in visiting you with his salvation, 
and aj9brding you the blessed privilege of the knowledge 
of his unspotted truth, not only through the teaching 
and instruction of his blessed spirit ; but you enjoy the 
advantage of sitting under the doctrine of his called, 
chosen, and anointed ministers, whose lips preserve 
knowledge, rendered convincing by the strongest argu- 
ment and proof of faith in Christ, viz. such an example 
and conversation as becomes the gospel. You have this 
help in a double capacity, as well from the ministry as 
in those you are so happy to call father and mother, 
who I make no doubt use their endeavours to bring you 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. This 
is a blessing 1 once had an opportunity of improving to 
my eternal advantage, from the instruction and admo- 
nition of my dear mother, who endeavoured to instil 
principles oil the doctrine of Christianity, to wit, the in- 
dispensable duty of self-denial, without which we can 
in no wise lay claim to that glorious title of being fol- 
lowers of the blessed son of God, who came to lay self 
low ; to lay the axe of his power to the corrupt root, 
from whence proceeds pride, evil thoughts, which when 
conceived, and joined with, bring forth sin. Pride is a 
sin productive (as I have thought) of every other evil; 
having observed that where pride is suffered to predo- 
minate, that we see every evil work ; pride excited me 
to pursue worldly wisdom, and knowledge ; pride put 
me upon endeavouring after what the world call ac- 
complishments ; pride taught me to emulate any that 
was superbr in pomp, state, or equipage: pride taught 
me to deck and adorn my person, to be nice and curi- 
10U8 hi DQ^ apparal, to carry my person deUcatetj ^ ^xA^ 
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walk with mincing steps, and outstretched neck ; pride 
taught me to be cautious lest I should have burning iii> 
stead of beauty, and put me upon wanting washes to 
improve my complexion. Pride taught me the genteel 
carriage, the foolish jesting, the false cheerfulness (a 
name now given to laughter, wantonness, and foofish 
jesting) ; pride led me to read unedifying and pernici- 
ous books ; to sing songs, to please myself as well as 
others ; in a word, pride led me to desire the lust of the 
eye, and pomp of life. 

1 know not that what I have mentioned is any of your 
weaknesses ; but this 1 know, that childhood and youth 
are vanity ; not from a propensity or principle instilled, 
or given them, by the wise Creator ; but the enemy 
hath done this, or by his agents, sown evil seeds of pridCi 
For though our parents may give us Christian advice» 
and example, (as was my case) we are surrounded by 
evil examples. 

My mother was but one, and so I despised her admo- 
nilion, and followed the multitude to do evil. 

But now it comes before me to mention the goodness 
of Israel's God ; whose tender mercy is over all his 
works, and will leave all without excuses, and therefi>re 
afibrds all a day of merciful visitation, in which he ma« 
nifestshis blessed will, and what he requires of us. He 
would have made my dear mother an instrument in his 
hand of turning me from darkness unto light ! but I 
would have none of her self-denying counsel, and cast 
her words (which 1 have since thought were from the 
Lord) behind my back. 

And now I will tell you what I sufTered in my very 
youthful days, in the refusal of the Lord's kindness to my 
soul ; he was pleased to visit me with sore and distres- 
sing sickness, which all about me, as well as myselfp 
thought would be unto death ; and in this trying seasoD» 
when not only all my Relights forsook mc, but the wrath 
of God was revcahtd against all unrighteousness, and 
my sins set in order before my face ; the veil of obdura* 
cy with which the god of this world had blinded mj 
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spiritual eye, was rent: I saw my guilt, and was great* 
ly condemned in rejecting my dear parent's admoni- 
tion: but upon promises of amendment, the Lord was so 
merciful as to spare my life, and restore me to my usual 
good state of health. 

But let me ever lament what followed ; that after 
this I should turn again to folly. 

Yet, (for ever renowned and blessed be the name ot 
our God) after a series of years, he was pleased emi- 
nently to visit with hie love and ofiers of grace, and re- 
conciliation ; upon the condition, that if I forsook the 
foolish, I should live ; observe, this was the second vi- 
sitations of God's love and glory ; who assisted me by 
his grace to be obedient to the heavenly vision. He 
let me not only see him the dread, but beauty of na- 
tions. 

Then I was ashamed in my own sight, when I saw his 
purity : I could not delight to adorn my body, when I saw 
the nakedness of my soul, I left caring immoderately for 
the body, and was made willing in the day of God's 
power to be stript of my delights, that I might be cloth- 
ed with the righteousness of Christ. 

And as 1 gave up to the divine discoveries, and pre- 
sent manifestations, the reward of the Lord attended 
my obedience to his will, even that peace, which all the 
enjoyments of this life never did, nor never could afibrd ; 
being all as dross and dung in comparison of this trans- 
cendant enjoyment, this approbation of God. 

Dear children ! I believe you know the truth, but 
this will not do for us, unless we obey the dictates 
thereof; it will do us no service to hear Christ preach- 
ed, and set forth crucified before our view, unless 
that, as he died for sin, we also come to die to sin of 
all kind. 

Be sober and watch unto prayer, that the eneiOT 
sow not his tares, and choak the good seed of the kina- 
dom, and deprive you of the blessed privileges with 
which you are favoured. As obedient children, fashion, 
not yoiirselvea according to the lusts and vaQitki& ol^iEiJ^ 
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world : look not out at others, who may profen wHk 
you, but look continually to him, who is able (as you aie 
mlling) to keep you from the spots of the world. Ae- 
member if any love the world, the love of Grod abides 
not in him: they cannot subsist tc^ether; what noiv^ 
ishes the one, destroys the other. Therefore as an e?i> 
dence we are risen with Christ'from the earth,or earthlf 
things, the apostle tells, our affections will be set on 
heavenly things, or things above, for where our Im* 
sure is, as our dear Lord says, our hearts will be aha 
Now my desire for you is that you may be endued 
with divine wisdom to chuse the better part ; not to com- 
ber yourselves, as you advance in years, too much in 
serving the body ; but may part with all that stands m 
your way, to purchase the pearl of price. I can declare 
to you, that with all my gettings, for which I been 
so anxiously concerned, I never got peace, till I sold all 
to make this purchase : and as I am careful to keep 
what is committed to me, I rely on the gracious pnn 
mises of our God, that it will accompany me beyond the 
grave, and not me only, but all who love, and obey, the 
appearance of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 1 to 
whose blessed teachings I leave you, dear children, and 
remain your true friend, 

Sophia Humc. 



LETTER XVII. 

1st Mo. 24th, 1758. 

I RECEIVED thy last letter just as I had engaged to 
accompany a friend to two adjacent country meetingiv 
and therefore could give it but a cursory reading : bat 
after some days interruption, upon giving it a si*cond re- 
view, my heart was comfortably aifcctcd, and mine eye 
filled with tears of joy ! as my faith is further strength- 
ened and confirmed, that though thou art cast down, 
the Lord has not left nor forsaken thee, neither will he 
leave thee to the will of thine enemy, though he is suf* 
fared to try thee in anear manner: he shall not prevail 



HEUGIOUB 8UBJSCT8. 8S 

against thee as thou keeps the faith, though anall as a 
grain of mustard seed, by this thou wilt be enabled to 
resist^ and be made more than conqueror ; for I believe 
the Lord of compassion will increase it, as thou improves 
the small degree, so that it will work powerfully in thy 
soul by love unfeigned, to the thorough refining of body, 
soul and spirit ; to the bringing into subjection, and put- 
ting all things under his feet, whose right it is to reign 
sovereign in our hearts. 

I know this work will so reduce our spirits that we 
shall indeed be willing to become spectacles to the world, 
to angels, and to men, even a derision to those who are 
called by the name of the Lord ; who nevertheless are 
eating their own bread, and wearing their own ap- 
parel, gratifying their sensual appetites in whatever 
their souls lust after. As this is the lamentable state 
of many in our society, I plainly see the faithful in Is- 
rael are, and will be engaged to call louder than ever, 
and in a more conspicuous manner to bear witness to 
the truth) as it really is, in the humble and lowly Jesus. 

The Lord is working in a secret manner, in the hearts 
of some of his servants : who are ready to question, why 
it is thus with me, why is it necessary that I should be 
so reduced, and clothed with so great a degree of hu* 
mility, and self-denial ? it is in order not only that we 
may be ensamples to the flock, and properly prepared 
and qualified to take the oversight thereof; but this 
work of the Lord (which in the eyes of some is marvel- 
lous), is further to disentangle our affections from all 
visibles, and that we may serve him without distraction ; 
and come up more fully to the help of the Lord, in his 
great work, which he has put on the wheels ; which are 
clogged at present, for want of skilfU, able, and clean 
hands to set them in motion. 

Therefore, as thou art one of those whom the Lord 
hath chosen and appointed, to repair the breaches in 
the walls of our Zion ; keep, as much as possible, in a 
watching, waiting posture ; as thou knows not how soon 
thy Lord will return and say, it is enough I release IVk^^ 

D 
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from thy prison house, and reinstate thee in thy office: 
I believe a renewed call will go forth to the willing 
hearted in Israel, to such as are wiUing to be renewci 
in the spirit of their minds by deep baptism : to these^l 
believe, there will be a renewed call to visit the seed 
(which to our sorrow is the least of all seeds) in prisoOi 
in families ; for in our assemblies too many are unwil- 
ling to come under the baptizing power of truth, wiU 
not touch the burden of the Lord, as declared by hii 
servants, with one of their fingers ; but are laying it on 
the shoulders of their neighbour, saying this is applicap 
ble to such or such. Some are preparing, by the hand 
of our God, to be as saviours on Mount Sion 1 by diven 
ways, is God •working to restore our poor society to iti 
primitive allegiance; some will be again called to 
search the camp, not only family by family, but the 
husband apart, and the wife apart, the son apart, and 
the daughter apart, and in the authority of truth will 
be enabled to sav. Thou art the man. When thoa 
therefore feels the call renewed to minister, publicly or 

rrivately, do not make excuse, and say I am not yet fit, 
am of unclean lips, for God can suddenly change ! in 
the twinkling of an eye the corruptible have been hdp- 
ed to put on incorruption, and the mortal immortality ; 
and the saying has been triumphantly witnessed, '* 
Death, where is thy sting? O Grave, where is thy vie* 
tory V* Blessed be our God, who giveth us the victory ! 
such a sudden and happy change has been known in a 
meeting, when the party has gone for a long time, with* 
out \Vitnc8sing what had been earnestly panted after. 
Remember, if the Lord call again to that service, he 
either sees thee fit, or will make thee so as thou abides 
his preparing hand. And also if the Lord call thee not 
to an outward abstinence, eat then thy natural breadv 
though it be mingled with tears : and do not strengthen 
the bands of the enemy, by weakening thy bodVf through 
an improper abstinence from thy temporal iood. Re- 
ceive likewise with humble gratitude, that portion of 
spiritual suHtenence, which, I am sure, the Lord b daily 
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administering to thee, till he is pleased to feed thee more 
plentifully with the dainties ! which sometimes are with- 
held^ till we have girded ourselves, and served our 
Lord, and then he is pleased that we should eat and 
drink ; it being, in the mean time, our meat and drink 
to do his will. And now my friend, I would wish thee 
to bear in mind the inexpressible favour of our Grod, who 
afibrds light to see thv wants, and strength to cry 
mightily to him for relief: in such a state, my soul has 
been bowed, and made to worship at his footstool ; in 
that, he vouchsafed the sense^of want, and ability to 
beg a supply, and humbly to wait till he saw meet to 
answer : 1 since knew this ability could be no less than 
the favour of God, and the way to the Father ; to whom 
no man can come unless drawn by the spirit of his son 
Jesus Christ. 

Well then, my dear friend, be not cast down above 
measure, since so many favourable circumstances attend 
thee ; bear in mind the blessing annexed to such as en- 
dure suffering, and temptation : among many which I 
have experienced, that of declining an attendance on 
the worship of the Supreme Being, has been often 
laid in my way by the suggestion of the enemy, to lead 
me further out of the way of my duty, and by persuad- 
ing me to add one error to another, make the return more 
difficult, first tempting, and then upbraiding with the 
temptation. But I have considered that however circum- 
stanced our minds may be, it is no reasonable excuse for 
declining the attendance of meeting ; if they want to be 
rectified and stayed, the greater need of presenting our 
bodies in the place of outward gathering, to put our- 
selves in the way, with our brethren, of being inwardly 
gathered to the Shiloh of our God; who, in his 
mercy, may remember our low estate of poverty, and 
may prepare an offering in our spirits ; a living sacrifice, 
acceptable to himself: I say, who knows but this may 
be the case : therefore let us not give way to the ene- 
mjj instead of relieving the malady by absenting our- 
selves from the place app<»nted for rel^us wot- 
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sbipf we shall but increase it, and lead into a gret^ 
er degree of darkness: as I was helped to persist ii 
the way of duty in this respect, I was sometimes fli- 
Toured with a glimpse of that countenance, which ii 
more precious and desirable to a few, than the increase 
of any worldly treasure. And now I am speaking of 
temptations, 1 would beseech thee, when the enemy pre- 
sents objects of thought which thy soul ever abhorred, 
do not stop to reason with flesh and blood, or dispute 
with the tempter, nor, as I have too much done, dwell 
upon and brood over the temptation : for when I did, 
the more frequently, and with greater strength, were 
his assaults renewed ; terrifying my spirit, and aflecting 
me with horror and confusion ; and would have per* 
suaded me, I had joined the temptation, and committed 
the sins I even should have abhorred, when I was, al- 
most, his vassal, and taken captive at his will. But let 
me not here forget to commemorate the mercies of our 
God : who would frequently interpose, and bring many 
comfortable scriptures to my view, and, with them, thn 
encouraging reflection, that it was no sin to be tempted ; 
and notwithstanding the charge of the adversary against 
me, that I had admitted him, in this or the other pre- 
sentation, the Lord was pleased to encourage me still 
to resist, by letting me sec, though he had approached 
as far as the door, he had not gained an entrance ; and 
even the door-posts should be sprinkled with the blood 
of the l^anib, which was slain from the foundation of 
the world, for returninsr repenting prodigals. At length, 
1 was mercifully instruiled, and helped to psis^ by the 
temptation or presentation without much notice, deli- 
beratioii, or consideration about it, but to depend whol- 
ly on the merry of Ciod, and look only to him for salva- 
tion in the lM)ur and power of darkness ; since which, 
his temptations have not been so frequent, nor his pre- 
sentations so terrifying. Nevertheless, to be wholly ex- 
empt from trials and besetments of this sort, is what, we 
are by no means to expect ; whilst our spirits are con- 
nected with these bodies, and we remain in a state of 
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probatioDt itmust beso; aDdaccordira to the nature of 
the two Idngdoms of CSurist and Anti-Christ, a continual 
warfare must be maintained against the invasions of 
the power of darkness ; which, that thou and I may be 
eimbled to do, is the earnest petition of my spirit 

To explain a little what 1 meant by the sin unto 
death; I apprehend, it is of that sort, or nature, that 
the apostle John signifies, is not to be prayed for ; and 
is the state of one who hath made shipwreck of faith, 
and a good conscience ; who not only rebels against the 
Spirit of Qirist, but ans wilfully and stubbornly ; say- 
ing, as the Israelites did of old, when arrived to a hieh 
Eitch of obduracy, We will do so, and so: we will 
Eike cakes, bum incense, and even pour out drink-of- 
ferings to the queen of heaven 1 We will not hear, said 
they, when the Lord spake to them in their prosperity ; 
and as for the wcnrds, which the prophets spake to them, 
in the name of the Lord, they say. We will not hearken 
unto them ; but will certainly do whatsoever goeth out 
of our mouth ; in such a case as this, people are passing 
on, adding sin to sin, till they arrive at a state, in which 
the Lord, in his justice, leaves them to their own delu- 
sions. 

But, my dear friend, the Lord hath not thus dealt 
with thee and me ; because, he that is omniscient, saw 
and sees our sliding aside ; our wandering a little out of 
the way, was not the efl^t of stubbornness, nor had we 
oflfended willingly, but through inadvertency and un- 
watchfulness : in this situation, if any man sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, even Qirist Jesus the 
righteous ; a blessed and glorious privilege ! also pray- 
en and intercessions are made by the brethren to the 
throne of grace, according to the will of God : an hum- 
blmg and comfortable reflection, that we were not dead 
in trespasses ; but we feel remorse for the same, and 
are sayii^, in deep contrition of soul, to us belong blush* 
ing and confusbn of bee ; but blessed be our God, to 
him bekmgs mercy and forgiveness ; as be himself de- 
clares, wli^n the sinner forsakes his evil ways, with a 
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full purpose of heart to cleave close to him, he liil 
give us our daily spiritual bread* 

I say, in the midst of the multitude of my afflictioBi 
and perplexing thoughtsr this was a comfort that my 
disobedience was not wilful. Yet so sensible was I that 
I must be again redeemed through judgment, that 1 wai 
made willing not only to kiss the rod, but to desire to be 
fed with it I rejoiced to feel the chastising band of 
our gracious Father, which was both rod and atafi^ as 
it afrorded me comfortable hopes of a future inhei> 
tance, and that 1 was not cut off as illegitimate : but 
that after I had suffered according to the will of God. 
he might again restore me to a place in his house ; if 
not yet as a son to sit at his table, and partake of hii 
dainties, at least as a hired servant, to receive foodooD- 
venient and sufficient for me ; for if we are but favour- 
ed to be admitted into his house, and service, it ii 
enough, the lowest scat and meanest office is worth all 
we can do and suffer to obtain it 

Sophia Hlxb. 



LETTER XVIII. 

In the fellowship of true and unfeigned love, that 
unites the hearts of the faithful in a joint communioo 
one with another, do I dearly salute thee ; even that 
communion which begets a sympathy in spirit, so as to 
partake, in some degree, of the state of each other, as 
members of one body,in the mystery that the world knows 
not of: for by this communion the members are not ii^ 
sensible of the state of one another, that if one member 
suffers, the others suffer with it : and if one rejoice* 
or abound, the rest arc rejoiced by a degree of the sanie 
abounding love. Thus help is communicated without 
partiality, according to the proportion of tlmt love that 
n boundleM, proceeding from God, through Jesus Chriilv 
and centering in the same eternal onen 



If I may be so qualified as to be helpful to thee in 
thist it will give me great pleasure, and judging also 
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that I have had experience of various states and condi- 
tions in a Christian life, and the manner of dealing of 
the Lord with his people, I have learned in the deeps, 
and in the silence of all fleshly reasoning, in the stillness 
and quiet, where the enemy approaches not, to cry out, 
in admiration, with the prophet, How unsearchable are 
thy judgments, O Lord, and thy wa^s, past finding out ! 
yet there is often a long Hme of sufiering in hunger and 
thirst, in nakedness and distress, before we can come 
here, to stillness ; to the intent that God Almighty, out 
of his infinite wisdom, may manifest his own arm of 
power, and bring deliverance, sometimes without any 
means of our own proposing. For I have often observ- 
ed, that he reserves entirely to himself the greatest de- 
liverance ; yet not always so, as not to make use of any 
means at all, but those means appear, on a jusl view, 
to have something in them so extraordinary and provi- 
dential, as shows them to be the efifect of the first mov- 
ing cause : the instrument is in some sort overlooked, 
though it is in sincerity acknowledged as the bounty of 
heaven in the dispensation of his providence ; yet the 
acknowledgment does not terminate in the means or in- 
strument, but arises in pure breathings as a divine 
flame to the source and fountain of all mercies. Thus 
his judgments are to human attainments, unsearchable, 
and his ways, though ways that lead to peace, past find- 
ing out ; when he corrects in his judgments, it is not in 
sore displeasure, lest he should brmg us to nothing : but 
by the chastisements, as of a most merciful Father, he 
urges and draws a greater degree of obedience from his 
children, for it is in love. Our time then is to be still, 
to bear all things, to endure all things, to rejoice in all 
things that he shall lay upon us, as knowing that there- 
by we may procure to ourselves the most lasting peace, 
by being restored again to his favour. And, O how 
happy are all those that can so quietly submit in all 
things i In order thereunto, let us consider that they art 
distributed to mankind in his abundant wisdom and 
counsel. 
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But there is another sort of afflictioD, that is at boaii 
and imprisoDineDts, as lying nights and days in ihl 
deeps ; more afflicting than bonds outwardly, and As 
cause entirely hid from us; wherein there is BtriiiDg 
between life and death, between hope and despair; 
longing to be delivered, with short glimpses 0(9 if at al 
belK)l£ng, the deliverer ! at times crying out with the 
prophet, ''Thou hast covered thyself with a ckmA, 
** that our prayers should not pass through.^ There ap> 

E^ars no mediator, no high priest before the throne cf 
od. He for ever seems to hide his blessed counte- 
nance, and his absence is our greatest pain, for beiof 
deprived of his presence all things else yield no relici 
O then how does the soul tremble ! how does the heart 
faint I the tears are dried up, no vent then seems ts 
ease the anguish of the souL 

We are readv to say, with Job, '< O that my grieft 
** were thorougnly weighed, and my calamities put in 
^ the balance together, for then would it appear hcao 
'* vier than the sand of the sea, therefore my words are 
" swallowed up." 

that I could feel so much softness in my heart, as 
might afiect mine eyes, then should I have hope! if it 
were the efiect of contrition or consolation, it would 
yield me equal joy, that my Redeemer had not quite fior^ 
taken me, nor given me up to the rage of my most 
cruel enemy, but still hath mercy for me in store. 
Thus lamenting days and nights ; when it is day, we 
wish for night, and when it is night we desire day ; fear 
to be alone, fear to be in company ; we can neither 
read nor hear with attention, nor meditate on God with 
any composed devotion. Yet let me tell thee, my 
friend, from experience, (as having waded through 
these, and more afflictions, that arc not to be expressed) 
if such distress is now, or has been, on thee, God is near 
at hand, to bear up thy drooping soul ; he is ever under^ 
aeath, and round about, though for a while thou secst 
him not 

1 have always ibund, that after such times be has 
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ttppeated with more lustre and glory, to teach us not to 
attribute any thing to ourselves ; nor fix our thoughts 
on any thing less than his omnipotency. For he that 
has made the sea, and prescribed bounds to the waves 
thereof: saying, hitherto shalt thou come and no fur- 
ther, and here shall thy proud waves be stayed, is not 
to be limited by finite creatures, as the best of men are. 

And though the sea may dash against the shore, and 
threaten an inundation, it cannot exceed its bounds but 
by the direction, or at least high sufierance of Almighhr 
vrisdom ; who is not less in regard to his children's well- 
being, than wise in his counsels to frustrate the proud- 
est attempts of the wicked. Wherefore, by having an 
eye single to him in all times of tossings, and fluctua- 
tions of the mind, proceeding from what cause they 
may, is the most proper method to attain to a settlea 
state and condition. 

When the disciples of our Lord were tossed on the 
sea, their help was near ; though to them Jesus seemed 
to be asleep and undisturbed, yet his inward apprehen- 
sion as God, was awake and ready to help them at 
their .call ; " Master carest thou not that we perish 1" 
At which he arose, rebuked the wind, said to the sea. 
Peace, be still : and the wind ceased, and there was a 
great calm ; the admiration of his disciples seemed to 
be raised more in that signal deliverance than in any 
other miracle, inasmuch as they were, at that time, the 
immediate objects of his mercy, and partook of the bles- 
sing of his powerful word ; neither did they fail to re- 
turn their acknowledgments, by saying, What manner 
of a man is this, that even the wind and the seas obey 
him? 

Thus is he near, when he seems to be most absent ; 
ready to help in every needful time of trouble, as he is 
called upon in the least degree of faith ; settling and 
quieting the mind in his own time. His deliverance 
comes sometimes entirely unexpected by the creature : 
but whether it comes early or late in that deliverance, 
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there is a looking back with wonder and acknowle^ 
ment to (jod. As Israel sang on the banks of the seSi 
saying, The Lord is glorious in holiness, fearful in praii- 
es, doing wonders ; or a$^in, These are thy wonderM 
works, O Lord ! my soul hath been brought down to 
the borders of the pit, and thou hast delivered it agaa 
from the destroyer, and hast once more set my feet u 
the just man's path, in the bright shining light, that 
shall shine more and more unto the perfect day. b 
those short intervals the soul gathers strength to ascend 
to its beloved, and rejoices in her happy deliverance 
from bondage. 

And it is agreeable to the experience of many that 
there is no state that produces such convincing proof of 
the regard of heaven, as that wherein we are reduced 
to poverty and want, in such a manner as that there 
appears nothing but confusion : the very brute animali 
seem in the more desirable condition : they rove idly 
unemployed, and have their food prepared in seasoDt 
and if they arc slain, death is to them an end of all their 
sorrows. The trees, shrubs, and all the species of in- 
animate things, seem to discover a greater beauty, and 
display a livelier texture of their great original thaa 
we ; these, though they suflcr decay in nature by the 
scythe of time, and are soon reduced to the earth from 
whence they sprung, yet suffer an insensible waste; 
and as they are not sensible of pain, they neither can* 
nor need cry out for succour. But man, the noblest 
part of (lod's creation, made to adore and reverence 
the Supreme Being with sublime intellects, is taught of 
God to trust ill him, to wait upon him, to be resigned to 
his will in nil things, and if cit any time he is pleased to 
hide his face, it ii in order to manifest his power, and 
bring forth more lasting fruits of praise to himself, and 
nrK>rc honour and dignity to the creature, by virtue of 
his own prolific word. For by death, life is perfected. 
By staining the glory of this world, the glory of God b 
rendered conspicuous. By seeing ourselves really as wa 
are, we have a glimpse of what God is. By beholding 
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our own emptiness^ we desire to partake of hia fulness: 
by feeling our pwn poverty, we desire his riches ; by be- 
ing hungry and thirsty, we have a true relish of the 
bread and water of life ; by a real sense of our own un- 
worthinessy we dare not murmur, if we receive nothing : 
but in all states, with the holy apostle, learn to be con- 
tent Thus God becomes all in all. And thus it is ne- 
cessary that we have a spiritual assistance to distin- 
guish times and seasons, as they are in the hand of God ; 
when we abound, not to be lifted up , when in poverty, 
not to repine too much ; when afflicted, that we pray, 
and first seek for the spirit of grace and supplication that 
we may be directed how and in what manner to pray. 

For it is not always right that we should have what 
we most desire, as creatures, but that which is most 
profitable for us as Christians, believers, and followers 
of Christ, who was a most perfect pattern of humility 
and self-denial whilst in the flesh. And when near to 
oflfer up his life for the sins of the whole world, and hav- 
ing an apprehension of the greatest agonies, he breathes, 
*^ O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from 
^ me P' But as if he checked himself, added with 
submission and filial duty, *< Nevertheless, not as I will, 
** but as thou wilt" 

We have need to wait in stillness to be renewed with 
strength, by virtue of the holy anointing, to know what 
to ask, and temper our longings by a perfect submission ; 
sometimes, to ask no more than to be endued with pa- 
tience and strength to endure the present affliction, 
that it may terminate to our advantage, and accept- 
ance to Almighty God. 

• At another time, when the days of captivity are end- 
ed, and the seed which has been oppressed is set at li- 
berty, the soul breathes as in open air, and is enabled 
to asc^id to the divine majesty, with free supplication* 
and an earnest is, as it were, resounding back with hea* 
venly harmony, which gives a firm belief, that our 
prayers are heard. 

fiat when the emana^ons of this divine life are ah- 
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sent, (which is not to be accounted stnuige^ the enenv 
of man's peace and happiness who waits all opportn- 
lies, like a restless and indefatigable foe, to besiege, ui 
if possible to destroy and lay waste the whole city d 
God ; he is then ready to make his strongest atteapb 
to shake the foundation. But the foundation of Qti 
stands sure, having this seal, the Lord knows theoi thit 
are his. 

The enemy may tempt us, and raise great diaorden 
and fluctuations in the mind without any cause asdti^ 
ed ; but he that was a liar and murderer from the b^ 
ginning, is so still; and as he abode not in the truth, 
his envy is raised more particularly against all thoR 
who strive to persevere in it. Let us trust in Grod, who 
will not sufier us to he tempted above that we are abk 
to bear, but will with the temptation also make a way 
to escape it. 

My dear friend ; though I seem to have exceeded 
the bounds of a letter, I am obliged to con tine my 
thoughts, and can send thcc only a short abstract of what 
has presented itself to my mind with a share of warmth 
and sweetness. 1 shnli add, it hath been my humble 
petition to Ainii^hty (lod, that he may vouchsafe lo 
draw nigh, with the visitations of his pure li*:ht, and io 
mercy cause his briifhtness to appear, by removing the 
cloud which hangs over the tabernacle, and s^o far fa- 
vour those who have no might of their own, :ls to guard 
them with his own arm by day and night, gently lead- 
ing those that are with young, bearing them in hii 
arm& 



LKTTER XIX. 

Tnoi)(;ii time and strength seem to fail more fully to 
viMit you in the exerei5!»(; of that part of the ministry 
which the l^ord hath been pleased grariou sly lo bestow 
upon me, yet 1 am glad and thankful for this opportu- 
nity of Slicing and convcTsing with my dear friends in 
this kingdom, wlio arc preserved a lender and zealous 
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people, to the honour of God ; which renders my visit, 
under the maoy afflicting circumstances attending, easy, 
and pi-ofitabic to me in the beat things. Nevertheless, 
it comes upon me to malic some short remarks to you, 
from a tender concern for the chnrch's edification and 
not discouragement ; and first, in general, it k more 
than a httle manifest, there is a great declension of true M 
love and tenderness among us, towards the Lord, and H 
one another ; and in too many elders, both in respect V 
totheir own condition, and the tuition of their children. 
In many of the youth there appears little sense of truth ; 
but as some have already taken their flight, more seem 
to be upon the wing ; which in a word, seems to lie 
much at the doors of such elders who have not kept I 
their first love. Is not blindness in part already hap- H 
pened to Israel, through the subtle workings and fl 
aboundiogs of the mystery of iniquity, and the preva- ' 
lence of the god of this world ; let us therefore, as many 
as have the cause of truth at heart, ofler our supplica- 
tions, with strong cries to the Lord, (as good Jacob did 
when the enemy was coming like a flood, to destroy the I 
beritage and seed of promise,) that he will be gracious- H 
ly pleased, for his great name's sake, to turn the capti- S 
vity of his people, by (he renewing of his powerful visi- ' 
tation on many ; to the searching and tendering of de- 
ceitful, hard and ungrateful hearts, who coverand hide 
tbemsclves as Adam did, after he had sinned ; but they 
cannot hide from the Lord, nor escape bis judg- 
ments. O how hard, cold, and unprohtable do our re- 
ligious m_eetings often appear to be ; which have for- 
inerly been our greatest comfort and joy in the Lord, 
and in one another, though at times silent, and attend- 
ed with difficulty. This is lamentable to the living, 
who have known it otlierwisc, and sufficient proof there 
is a great declension among us. 

Further, our Christian testimony against tithes, which 
has cost us so much spoil of goods, and hard sufTerings 

ED, even unto the death of some to maintain,BeenA _ 
insapportable burthen to many fvof^sm^ VNm. M 
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same faith ; who, by treachery and cowardly flight give 
it up, and surrender it to the enemy, to the great af- 
fliction of many valiants in Israel ; both on behalf of 
their condition, who so do, and in that the burthen Hes 
heavier on the rest. Such persisting will never proB- 
per, but shall be made manifest, go where they may: 
yea, although they should say in their hearts, we will 
go up to a land of peace and plenty, where we shall see 
no war, nor hear the sound of the trunipet, neither suf- 
fer the lack of bread. How would such, who cannot suf- 
fer cheerfully for one branch of the testimony, have stood 
in the days of our fathers ? As the prophet Jeremiah 
saith, " If thou hast run with the footmen, and th^ 
"have overcome thee, how canst thou contend wiA 
" horses ? and if in the land of peace, wherein thou 
*' trustest, they have wearied thee, then how wilt thou 
" do in the swelling of Jordan ?" 

Again, it is afflicting to consider how our Christian 
reputation is stained in matters of meum and hmmj 
whilst we are the highest professing people. Surely, 
the generality of the unhappy failures that have hap- 
pened among us, are through unfaithfulness and neglect 
of the divine principle of light and truth within, as weD 
as repeated advice and warning of tender concerned 
friends; who have at heart the temporal and eternal 
happiness of the society. I say, it is for want of an obe- 
dient ear and steady attention thereunto, which would 
produce faith in him that feeds the ravens, and clothes 
the lilies ; and has promised the necessary to his hum- 
ble depending children, giving sweet content therein: 
for he who murmurs at his little, would be exalted in 
the enjoyment of much, but they who trust in the 
Lord, shall not be confounded ; neither shall they faU 
into disgrace on the one hand, nor snares on the other. 

Now, dear friends, the sense of these things is very 
afilicting to the faithful, both ministers and others, who 
discern the sad signs of this time ; are sound in judg- 
ment, steady in love, strong in faith, and are concemetl 
to run to and fro as upon 2agr*s walls ; visiting pubKc 
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meetings, and private families ; rising early, and lestify- 
iog faithfully what the counsel of the divine oracle is, 
as far as known to them'; and that unless there Ls a lay- 
ing to heart, and more fruit of righteousness, love to 
God, and tenderness to the praise and glory of God, 
a sifting time will come, and not to speak prophetically, 
is believed to be near, notwithstanding some may say, 
" Every vision faileth, and the days are prolonged : but 
'' thus saith the Lord, the days are at hand, and the ef- 
** feet of every vision,*' (Ezek. 12.) for the abominations 
and daily profanations of the people, and for the great 
declension of many among us. For many are the awa- 
kening testimonies of this day, which are, and have been 
delivered by the afflicted servants and handmaids of 
the Lord, who go bowed down in painfulness and weari- 
ness. But some are ready to say, The ministry is not 
what it has been. Il may be so with respect to parti- 
culars: but blessed be the Lord, there is still a faithful, 
and free ministry : free from self-seeking, free from par- 
tiality and deceit, in whom there is no straitness, but 
as saith the apostle, " the straitness is in your own bow- 
" els ;" and considering how great that straitness is in 
the hearts of many, I am thankful that the true minis- 
try is not yet shut up towards Israel, and the stream of 
it turned other w^ays : many love to hear, but not to do, 
yet the time is not come, wherein it is said, " Let them 
alone." 

O that this lethargy and sleep of death may be come 
out of through speedy repentance and amendment ; else 
I believe the Lord will not continue long thus to expose 
bis servants : but the word of the Lord shall be precious, 
and many will say, " Blessed is he that cometh in the 
" name of the Lord." A precious seed nevertheless is 
remaining in both elders and young men, whom the Lord 
bath blessed, and will preserve as in the hollow of his 
hand, until his indignation be over-past : yea and his 
holy arm of power, (stretched forth in wrath for the 
punishment of the wicked) is also revealed for their 
salvatioui whose prayers and intercessions with the %te;d.\. 
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and most merciful Grod, hare prerafled for prokme 
his tender visitations, and sparing the nationsy even in 
d^ree, as that of Abraham and Moses did : and 1 fal 
believe, that although the church will sufier, and ft 
nations be afflicted, and not only the earth hut the ho 
vens also will be shaken, and that there will be mam 
pained hearts, and pale faces, yet afterwards, the an 
will be clear, calm and temperate, the earth fruitfoli 
plenteous the dew of heaven, and great the harvest ; 
even after Jerusalem is purged and Zioii hath shaken 
herself from the dust of the earth, and hath put on her 
pure, and primitive garments of faith, love, zeal, sinh 
plicity, temperance and moderation. For I trust to die 
in the faith of this, that the JA)rd will yet make fail 
church an eternal excellency, the beauty of nations, 
and the glory of the whole earth: whose foundations 
stand sure, (though many slide therefrom,) other than 
which, believed in by us, shall never be laid : that is^ 
the light and manifestations of the spirit of Christ, the 
true teacher and comforter, the infallible guide unto 
life and pea'ce, who promised to be with the faithful lo 
the end of the world. 

The sense of the life and virtue of this principle» 
wherein stands our sweet communion and heavenly fel- 
lowship, draws me towards you the chosen of the Lord* 
to bear his name ; notwithstanding I cannot but be thus 
plain. To conclude, I declare my belief, the Ixyrd waits 
to be gracious : O therefore let all prepare to meet 
Him, by a diligent improvement of their own gifts: 
therein wait with A^ar and reverance in all your meet- 
ings, for the overshadowing of the pure power and ten« 
dering love ; therein act in truths concerns with chcer^ 
fulness and success: for the l^onl Almighty will give a 
blessing, (whose counsel and secrets are with them that 
fear him,) even to the bringing to light the hidden 
abominations, and discovering stumbling blo(*ks : and to 
the comforting the weak, who have been olfcndcd, and 
turned out of the way : to the reaching and tendering 
the youth, to the recovery, at least of tome backslideiib 
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and poor lost sheep : so will the church in general be 
coooJortedy her afflicted ministers relieved, and the 
JLord over all glorified, who with his Son the Lamb, is 
worthj for ever. 

LETTER XX. 

In the spring of immortal love I greet thee, wishing 
thy soul's welfare in Christ Jesus. 

Beloved, with whom my soul hath often been comfort- 
ed ; it is in my mind to express to thee the sense I have 
of the work to which we are called, which is very 
weighty. To be as the mouth of the Lord to an assem- 
bly ; and to be as the mouth of an assembly to the Lord, 
IB a matter of great importance, in which we have need 
to take care to behave ourselves wisely. 

Ministers areas the watchmen spoken of in Scripture; 
if they warned not the people faithfully in the word of 
the Lord, he was to require the blood of the people at 
tfieir hands. If ministers are not faithful in the word 
of reconciliation, the more will be their condemnation. 

Now, as we ought to be faithful in the deliverv of 
oar testimony, or as I may say the word of the Lord 
through us, so we ought to be watchful, that we may 
not give entertainment to what is not the word of the 
Lord to his people ; we ought to take heed that we go 
not forth upon openings barely, although they are wit- 
nessed in the life, which may be designed for our own 
interest and edification. As we abide in the wisdom of 
God, it will be clearly seen what we should join with, 
and what refuse : what to communicate to others, and 
what to apply to ourselves. 

And in our testimony let us keep to fresh openings ; 
even such as have the weight of the living word in them, 
and be very careful that we lay not hold of former 
openings, neither of our own nor others ; lest it be like 
the manna which was gathered yesterday, and lest we 
be guilty of stealing the word from others. 

Above all things let us travail for life in meetings ; 

£ 2 
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though Ihere maj be a dependance upon, and dei 
after, words in a meeting ; which we being sensible 
are not to go forth with former openings, and what ' 
have treasured up in our memories of our own, or t 
openings of others, thinking thereby to supply the u 
vice of a meeting. This is but will-worship, and an c 
fering which the living God will reject. I have con 
dered how it fared with Saul, who being pressed witl 
difficulties, vi^. the camp of the Philistines near, am 
the people of Israel like to scatter, the prophet Samuel 
being absent ; in this strait Saul offers a sacrifice, far 
which he was reproved by the prophet, who told him 
he had done foolishly, and that his kingdom should not 
continue. Here is an instance of the danger of forward 
ofiering, although there was a seeming necessity for 
something to be done. Let us bring the matter home 
to ourselves ; let us not be hasty, but keep close to the 
word of life ; and though the dependance of the people 
may be upon thee, and in all likelihood none to answer 
the service in a public way but thyself, yet if the pow- 
er of the Lord is not witnessed, and his word open not 
in thee, venture not, but wait in the patient suflcring, 
for it will do no good. Such reasonings as these may 
attend : here are divers come in that are sober, and 
well inclined, perhaps if a testimony was borne, they 
might receive benefit by it ; surely I may take liber^ 
to tell them my own experience, and how the Lord vi- 
sited me in their state ; it may have no evil cfiect, 
though I am not constrained to do it; in answer to 
whicli I say, the best of this sort is but will-worshipB 
which finds no acceptance with God, neither will it in 
any wise promote the work and service ; for tlic will of 
man must come to be laid in the dust, before the will of 
Crod can be done by us. We may plead excuse that 
it is done in a zeal for God and his truth ; but that will 
not do, whilst the moving cause of our performance n 
too much in active self, smd the crcaturely will. 

Silent, painful, patient suflcring in times of desertion, 
will be much more acceptable to God and beneficial to 
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fhe people, and prove mucb more to our own peace^ 
and inward strength. O that we may keep to the 
JMwer of God in all things ; that, being seasoned there- 
with, we may preach in our lives and conversations. 
This will adorn our doctrine, beautify our souls, and 
make us comely in the eyes of our beloved. 

Great is the goodness and love of our God, in that he 
hath condescended to make known the riches of his 
firee love to poor striplings; choosing the weak, simple, 
luad mean things in man's estimation, for his use and 
service ; O that we may feel the weight of his love here- 
in, so as to be humbly bowed before him into nothing- 
ness of self : that what we are, we may really be by the 
power and grace of God. 

I fear some rush into things hastily, without conside- 
ring their weight and importance; whereby their stand- 
ing hath been dangerous. It is the life of religion that 
IB a shelter from the heat, and a covert from the storms^ 
and as the shade of a mighty rock in a weary land. 



LETTER XXI. 

lOth Mo. 176a 

Th£ relation 1 stand in to one of thy little scholars, 
binds me in duty to take all possible care, that she may 
be kept in infant innocence ; and instructed in every 
moral duty, as well as Christian virtue. I took early 
care to instil into her tender mind, a reverent and aw- 
ful sense of the Supreme Being; the former, as well as 
great legislator of all his creatures. 

When amongst the moral and divine laws he enjoined 
bis early church, the following was not the least com- 
mandment (having a special penalty annexed) " Thou 
** shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain : 
" for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketb 
" his name in vain." 

This injunction remaining in force upon all Christians, 
1 took care to put her in mind of it ; and whenever I 
observed her using expressions that in the least by simi- 
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litude of sound bordered upon it, I always chid her tat 
it : so that upon these admonitions, I kept her, as ofiea 
as I was with her, innocent of this evil which, it is fobs 
remarked with sorrow, too many called Christians an 
hot afraid to be in the daily commission of, though tli^ 
80 often hear the third command repeated. 

And now to come to the occasion of this address to 
thee. When my grand-daughter went from school nek 
of the measles, I was with her, till she recovered. But 
to my great surprise, in the course oi her illness, the re- 

! petition of plain O Lord, without disguise, came so oflcB 
irom her, that it affiicted me greatly ; as I b^aa to 
fear my labour would prove in vain, she being out of 
the way of my counsel and admonition. I asked her 
how she got that habit of speech ; she answered, the 
girls at school said so. 

As it cannot be supposed that at thy advanced age 
the children should be always under thy notice, yet I 
hope thou wilt give instructions to thy assistants to dt^ 
countenance such an evil practice among the children. 
We may remark it as a common proverb, " That man- 
^' ners make the man," and consequently the agreeable 
woman. I do not mean a civil and becoming behaviour 
only, though that is indispensably necessary towards 
forming cither sex, but a care is due to their morals, by 
observing and correcting their early passions ; I mean 
not by whipping children out of their foibles, but, by a 
proper authority, subjecting their tempers, humours, 
and inclinations to pride, and ill-nature and stubborn- 
ness. 

I have no intention to give thee oflfcncc by these re- 
marks, but am obliged to say thus much in point of 
duty. 

Sophia IIuhjb. 



LETTER XXII. 

7lh mo. 175?. 

It is four years since it pleased the Divine Being to 
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draw me in a manner (which is wonderful to me, and 
which I cannot now comprehend) to draw me, I say, in- 
to a consideration of my state, and repentance for my 
long baclcslidings, and a desire for forgiveness and ac- 
ceptance again. In the infancy of those times, many 
were my sighs and tears, but many were the promises 
which encouraged my perseverance in the path of judg- 
ment. As 1 went on, I found the enemy of all good, 
after having in vain assayed to cast me down below 
measure, (by adding imaginary fuel to that of godly sor- 
row which worketh true repentance,) endeavouring in 
the jprogress of my travel to elevate me too much, by 
persuading me that now there was no necessity for so 
much mortificatipn, self-denial, and retiredness, as afore- 
time. And in this, to my shame, I will confess, he too 
often prevailed. But through the tender mercy of the 
Father of mercies, notwithstanding the working of the 
adversary upon a disposition naturally light, vain, and 
inconstant, 1 have been preserved, if not always in the 
midst of the right path, yet with my face always set 
that way. And though instrumental helps do not af- 
fect me so much as formerly, yet is my spirit often as 
much contrited as ever, my heart as much enlarged in 
prayers and tears, and my desires after invisibles, as 
strong as ever. But, dear friend, here is my strait and 
difficulty, that though I have as it were passed from the 
watchmen, yet still I find not him, to my comfort, whom 
my soul loveth ; but the morning seems to be as far off) 
as when I firs| perceived it was night ; and in this dis- 
tress 1 am at times ready to cry out, Oh, wilt thou nev- 
er, never appear! surely none have been so dealt with 
as I! must 1 be the only one who seeks thy face in 
vain? 

One crumb, the smallest pittance, so it be the divine, 
will suffice me 1 then am I brought into the^deepest hu- 
miliation, and ready to make covenant, that I will be 
any thing or nothing, so that I may be admitted to be 
one of this family. O surely it is a matter of great dif- 
ficulty to be re-admitted, so that thoae w\io ai^ m ^"cq 
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degree favoured with an abode here, had need to ue 
all diligence to obtain a settlement and establtshmeiiii 
that they may go no more out. 

Richard SHACKLSTOir. 



LETTER XXIII. 

7th mo. 175S. 

Though my ability is weak, my undertanding and 
experience very little, and my stability still less, so that 
1 am sure I am in a state which wants to receive adnce 
and encouragement, rather than give it ; yet in my poor 
measure, I am willing to do any little thing in my pow- 
er for the good of my dear friends ; whom I sincerely 
love, for that cause, which more than all things, I de- 
sire should proi>pcr. And therefore, dear cousin, I 
would invite thee not to dainties for I have not for ma- 
ny years had any for myself; but come along with me 
to a preparation and a capacity for receiving of them. 
We must first be washed in the water of life before we 
can ta&lc thereof. 

The angel, (the messenger of the covenant,) must be 
pleased first to descend and trouble the waters, (our 
thoug!it<:, ailections and desires,) then the lame must 
be washed therein before he can be healed. Thia^ 
which is the washing of regeneration, is the first step 
to be made prepanitory to the remission of sins and 
witnessing the times of refreshment from before the 
Lord : an operation which too many are not willing to 
undergo. I /ike Xaani.in thev think it too mean to wash 
in the little river of Jordan, and like him they would 
have their change brought about after some more great 
and powerful manner. Kut my l>oor soul knows by the 
experience of soint' years, and hy many and deep bap- 
tisms, that the Ahnighly is indeed various in his opera- 
tions, working diversely on divers hearts, and causing 
the kingdom of Siiul to grow weaker and weaker, ana 
the kingdom of David to grow stronger and stronger, in 
a quicker or slower manner according to his own wis« 
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dom in those whom it has pleased him to visit ; but that 
he is invariable in this, that he requires of each of us to 
seek unto him alone, and follow him (not by imitation 
of others, but by the teachings of his own spirit, with 
faithfulness, patience, humility, and resignation) in that 
particular way which he has cast up for us to walk in. 
And if we be engaged steadily to proceed herein, we 
shall experience in our own particulars the fulfilling of 
the dispensation antecedent to the coming of Christ, 
viz. The voice of one crying in the wilderness, pre- 
pare ye the way of the Lord, make straight his paths, 
or make straight ii^he desert a high way for our God. 

Richard Shackleton. 



LETTER XXIV. 

8th Mo. 1752. 

Many are the visited and called of the Lord, but few 
are his chosen. The reason T believe is, because all 
those who are visited are not faithful to the little disco- 
veries which are made to them : some are too stubborn 
or cowardly to bear the cross, and others are too wise ; 
and by their reasoning and comparing, instead of obe- 
dience to the convictions of grace, cause the eye which 
has in measure been opened, to be closed again by the 
god of this worid, and of the wisdom which is in it. If 
dxra be determined, dear friend, in good earnest to press 
forward, and endeavour to persevere to the end, (for 
mnniDg well for a time will stand us in little stead) 
keep nothing alive which should be slain, give up cheer- 
ftilly to the fire that chaffy combustible nature which 
is for the fire ; and let the sword of the Spirit pierce 
and divide that which is for the sword ; and as thou art 
&ithful herein thou wilt know by degrees judgment to 
be brought forth into victory, and thou shalt in due 
season feel that peace which passeth the understand- 

Richard Shackletoet. 
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LETTER XXV. 

4th Mo. 1755. 

Wb should labour to command our own spirit^ 
which not being properly subjected, 1 believei often 
prevent the spirit of truth from reigning and governing 
u us : without whose influence, how can we walk ex* 
emplary before our families and neighbours, or be 8er> 
viceable in the society. I have thought that we are 
compound beings, and as we are a mixture of matter 
and spirit, soul and body, so the soul has a mixture of 
the natural and spiritual, which have a very close cosh 
nection. Neither is this connection between the natfh 
ral and spiritual part of the soul any more neceflsair 
to be divided for our well being (in some degree) intbn 
life, than the soul and body. It is requisite that* in 
both cases, the natural be subject to the spiritual. Bat 
as the improper usage of the body often stupifies Ibe 
soul, so the improper government of our own spirits o& 
ten hinders the arising into dominion of the spirit of 
truth. 

Let us then, dear friend, use all the means in oar 

C^wer to keep our own spirits in subjection, and rega* 
te our outward afiairs as well as we can in order to 
attain that end ; and Providence, doubtless, will not be 
wanting by supernatural aid to assist us in subduii^ 
those enemies of our own house ; that so by d^reei 
body, soul and spirit, may be brought into a proper rec* 
titude in his sight. Methinks it is a very useful and 
essential part of knowledge, to distinguish between tiie 
natural and spiritual both in ourselves and others, in 
order to be rightly qualified for the service of this day. 
But our own fallen wisdom can never comprehend this 
knowledge. This is only to be learned of the word, 
which the apostle compares to a sword that can make 
a division, as between the joints and marrow, the soul 
and spirit 

Richard Shagkletoit. 
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LETTER XXVl. 

IstMo. 1761. 

SuRELV some people or other, of honest plain and 
simple hearts, will be raised up as witnesses to this life : 
for, as to the generality of us now making profession of 
it, there are numbers, who seem entirely unacquainted 
with the influence of it, and neither to own it in their 
experience, nor confess it in their lives. According to 
my little sense, a spirit of ease and indilFerence has taken 
such strong root among us that it must be some violent 
and terrible shock that will loosen it. A declension is 
often and justly complained of, but I wish we would 
each strictly examine ourselves, how far we are clear 
of it. It has of late appeared to me that whoever through 
want of watchfulness or faithfulness does not come up 
in the rank and station allotted to him, but falls short of 
the service designed him, comes short of the glory of God, 
and contributes individually to this general declension, 
though he may have been and still is the visited of the 
Lord, and a child of the family : and when I consider 
the excellence and importance of the cause of true re- 
ligion, and what manner of persons those should be who 
are engaged to be active therein, I have been ready to 
say, who is sufficient for these things ? these reflections 
above hinted seem however to have this good eflfect on 
myself, that measurhig what I am by what I ought to 
be, and perhaps might have been, if it had not been my 
own fault, I am made thoroughly sensible of my own 
weakness and worthlessness. 1 wish I could as efiec- 
tually get released from my failings, as I plainly see 
them, and sometimes heartily lament them. 

Richard Shackletoit. 



LETTER XXVIL 

5th Mo. 1763. 

We have been informed of thy embarking in the un- 
certain and precarious business of a boarding school. 
It may well be termed embarking, bee'd\]ia& \\. %(^e«\^ 

F 
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much to depend on the temper and caprice of othen; 
tempers fluctuating and changeable. But as there ii 
one whom the winds and seas obey, so if we first and 
principally seek his blessing, and demean ourselves at 
all times and in all places with such a tender regard to 
his honour, and fidelity to his testimony, as will most 
certainly draw down his notice and favour upon us, we 
shall do well in every respect ; and if he causes us to 
be stewards over much, he will teach us to use it to his 
honour : if in his infinite and unsearchable wisdom be 
sees meet to grant but a little, the little, with his bles* 
sing, will be suflicient and best. For thy own sake 
therefore, dear friend, for the sake of thy own true in- 
terest temporal and spiritual, and for the sake of that 
most noble and glorious cause, which blessed are th^ 
who (by their precept, influence and example) contri- 
bute to help forward, every one in his rank and statkn, 
oven the cause of that religion which we profess, (Chrii- 
tianity in its purity, undcfiled with the mixture of world- 
ly rites, observations and ceremonies) be humble and 
steady, be much in retirement, think nothing of thyself, 
think nothing of thy person, nothing of thy parts either 
natural or improved ; if thou be elevated with any of 
these, or any other consideration, thou wilt neve/ be 
truly honourable : the eye of heaven will view thy lofty 
dwelling with disapprobation, for what is the most 
pompous state of man with respect to personal accom- 
plishments and acquisitions, in the view of him, who 
charges even his angels with folly, and the very hea- 
vens arc not pure in his sight? Consider what manner 
of person it is whom the sacred scriptures bear record 
that the favourable regard of omnipotence is toward, 
" But to this man will I look, even to him that is poor 
" and of a contrite spirit, and tremblcth at my word.** 
But if thou walk in such humility and self-abasement 
as the true light will show thee is altoeethcT becoming 
thy stntr, condition and existence, if thou diligently 
hearken to. and faithfully obey the dictates of that holy 
principle of grace, which is the criterion of our religi- 
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Oils profession, thou wilt be in the favour and under the 
protection of divine Providence, and no necessary good 
thing, spiritual or temporal, will be wanting. 

Richard Shackletoit. 



LETTER XXVIIL 

5th Mo. 1762. 

That crafty enemy with whom we have to contend, 
i^irell knows how to turn the engines oT our passions 
against our own souls, to batter down the walls and 
bulwarks of our salvation ; he endeavours, to draw out 
of the way the youth and middle aged, by the allure- 
ments of deceitJul pleasures, or to encumber or retard 
them in it by the weight of worldly cares ; and if by the 
special favour and interposition of divine help, they 
have escaped the baits laid for that season of life, and 
have arrived to old age ; neither there are they safe of 
themselves. He attacks the old with their own natu- 
ral infirmities of bodv and mind, so nearly connected, 
that the one often a£fects the other, if they have lived 
from youth to age in serving themselves only, and in in- 
sensibility as to religion, his business is to rock them to 
sleep stilJ, till they sleep the sleep of death : but if in 
the more active part of life they have been quickened 
with a sense of good, and been enabled to do something 
for this blessed cause, he would endeavour to turn their 
view to what they have done ; as though that was 
some merit and some honour to them, and as though 
that was sufficient for them : he would make use of the 
heaviness and inaction natural to that stage of life to 
prevent them from that lively exercise of spirit, in 
which both young and old must witness their minds to 
be cleansed and renewed, not only for every day's par- 
ticular service, which it brings along with it, while 
we are in the body, but which is absolutely necessary 
for the preservation of the life of our own souls. 

Richard Shackletoit. 
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LETTER XXIX. 

4tii Mo. I752i 

Oh, that I may come to be more and more weaned 
from the love of the world, its friendships and its m» 
dom, and all the wit and devices of my restless enemj* 
self. And this has been, and I hope will be, my desiit 
for thee ; that thou may more and more be enamoured 
with the plainness and simplicity of the truth, and bj 
keeping low in the light, may est see and escape the sub- 
tilty of the serpent in all his seemingly glorious tram- 
formations, in all his eiforts to puff thee up, and all hii 
splendid enticements to deceive. Thou knowest &r 
better than I where and how he is heSt seen and avoid- 
ed, and where thy great strength lies : but my unfeign- 
ed love for thee, and not any distrust of thy stability, or 
information from any one, prompts and emboldens me 
to take this freedom with thee. It is my knowledge of 
thy good qualities, which the great giver of all good has 
(for a purpose of his own glory) endowed thee with, 



and not thy bad ones (for such are unknown to me) 
that makes me so much desire thy preservation, and 
that those gifts and graces may be kept pure and chaste 
without any base alloy : which I hope and believe thej 
hitherto are. 

Richard Shackletoit. 



LETTER XXX. 

.Oth Mo. 1752. 

My beloved friend, how sensible am I of the necessi- 
ty of a total and absolute resignation and subjection of 
our will to the divine will, if we ever come to be truly 

I)roiitable to ourselves, or fit instruments in the Lord's 
land for carrying on his work eifectually in the earth. 
I cannot but think that if our wills were thus yoked, 
the work would not only go on more pros|)erously, but 
be far easier to the instruments of it, if our own wiib 
were thoroughly onortificd and self of no reputatioo. 
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When the opposers of truth raged and struck against 
the testimony of it, they might indeed grieve that which 
bore witness for the truth in the inslrument, but could 
cot gratify their malice in grieving the instrument it- 
self, because self in it beine already quite abased and 
in the dust, the arrow would fly inefiectually over its 
head. According to my small judgment, this habitual 
prostration of self would be an excellent preservative^ 
not only against being too much ajQfected by the good 
vnll and applause, but also against being so much trou- 
bled and afioicted by the mahce and bitterness of men. 
It is a kind of balking the devil and his agents ; for be- 
ing already in the valley, it is impossible for them to 
cast us £rom an eminence. 

Richard Shackleton. 



LETTER XXXI. 

3d Mo. 1753. 

The sorrows and heaviness which the Lord brings 
over his people immediately, for his own wise purposes, 
or which are permitted to befall them by adverse ac- 
cidents, or sometimes by means of the wicked, which, 
(as the psalmist says) are his sword ; these are, or may 
be, for the preparing of the heart for his service, or for 
weaning from this transitorv world and the love of it ; 
and the Lord is pleased often to sweeten such bitter 
cups ; the troubles which we bring on ourselves, through 
our own unwatchfulness, I know by experience, lie with 
a dead weight upon us ; and from such I heartilv pray 
that both 1, and those whom I love, may be delivered. 

Richard Shackletoit. 



LETTER XXXU. 

8th Mo. 1756. 

Thou art bear to us, time nor distance have not ob- 
literated the memory of those seasons when we have 
been blended into one spirit by baptism, and deep has 

F 2 
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spoken unto deep. Such is the unity, such the friend- 
ship and intercourse which is among the children ban 
again of the spiritual birth, which the world knows not 
oL May this union still grow, my beloved, among m^ 
and prayer and supplication be more and niore put up 
on one another's behalf; that we may be enabled to 
do our day^s work while here, and hereafter join die 
assembly of those pure spirits which are ever employed 
in celebrating the praise of the author of all our Inp- 
piness. 

My spirit bows within me in admiration of that g^ 
rious hand which raises the human creature that ii 
passive and obedient to his will, to little less than the 
dignity of an angel, and crowns it with glory and ho*- 
our ; anointing it with oil above its fellows, who indeed 
have souls capable of the same refinement and «ulti- 
tion, but for want of giving up all, and from being wed- 
ded to one little lower delight or another, move in km 
exalted orbits. 

Richard Shackletoit. 



LETTER XXXIII. 

2d Mo. 1761- 

Go on, my dear friend, in the diligent exercise of thy 
gift : keep thy own hands and heart clean, and Ihoa 
wilt certainly grow stronger and stronger. Every new 
faithful discharge of duty will strengthen the root of 
life in thee, and will be a means of laying up more trea- 
sure in heaven, which thou wilt enjoy in fulness at 
last, when a few more battles are fought, a few more 
bitter cups are drunk, a few more troubles from 
the wicked are over. Have a care of the world, be- 
ware of its connexions and its prospects ; it is of a stick- 
ing nature, it is hard to touch it, without getting some- 
thing of it upon us ; if we do not receive the mark (vi- 
sibly) in our foreheads, we may be in danger of having 
it secretly in our right hands, and how then can we 
apply them to the work 1 will not the savour of the de- 
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filement, (though it be but small) be perceived by the 
wise, to be upon that which we have handled; how then 
will it prosper ? 

Richard Shackleton. 



LETTER XXXIV. 

6th Mo 1761. 

Thou art now a man of experience, and shouldest 
endeavour for such a growth as the apostle witnessed, 
who once was a child, but afterwards in all stations 
learned to be content. I have thought more than usu- 
al of late of the withdrawing of the glory from the as- 
semblies of our society. 1 am jealous that it lamenta- 
bly increases. What then must they do, who are yet 
in infinite mercy and condescension measurably pre- 
served alive ? what, but increase in the diligence and 
deepness of private retirement, wearing sackcloth as 
within on their flesh ? I desire above all things a capacity 
for this inward steady waiting frame of spirit, being 
well assured that it is the safest state for ourselves, and 
most acceptable to the majesty of heaven. May a 
sense and dread of his majesty (before whom we have 
a great and important work to do, important to ourselves 
and important by our example to others,) 1 say, may 
his holy fear be ever so before our eyes, as to preserve 
us from sinning in thought, word, or deed, against him. 

Richard Shagkletoh. 



LETTER XXXV. 

lOth Mo. 1763. 

I WOULD have thee (for many reasons) to be ezem- 
plarily generous in contributing to this and all other 
pablic expences relative to the good of the society. Let 
UB shew that we have its welfare at heart, and that we 
are willing to act, as well as speak for the cause : there 
has been too great deficiency in this reqpect among 
some worthies ; it has hurt their service while the^ 
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were living, and whose is what they saved now they are 
dead? 

Many individuals of our profession, who are rich m 
this world, are not so in good works, nor active in help- 
ing a good ^ work forward. They have not odIj devit- 
ted from the Christian life and manners, which we aie 
called to hold forth to the view of the world : but tbej 
seem sunk below the human and rational into the hrih 
tish nature ; their god is their belly, and their gloiy m 
their shame ;. their ultimate view and desire seems to 
be to accumulate wealth, and gratify their sensual ap* 
petites ; and if our society, as some other bodies corpo- 
rate, was mainly supported by money, I believe sooner 
than be at any considerable expence in supporting iU 
they would let the testimony of truth fall to the groand 
and sink into oblivion, as they now trample upon and 
dishonour it by their lives and conversation. 

Richard Shackletoit. 



LETTER XXXVI. 

12th Mo. 1763. 

I NOTE thy remarks, and acknowledge the justice of 
them ; this wrath of man (of which, pride, imperious- 
ness, self-will and caprice are branches) neither mill 
nor works the righteousness of God ; it docs no good: 
it weakens the reason, lessens the authority, and ex- 
poses the nakedness of all who arc possessed by it, and 
act under its influence ; they are men of low d^ree* 
and (in my opinion) if they will not submit to a proper 
subordination, and quietly learn of wisdom and her chil- 
dren, they had better be passed by as improper to be 
confederated with ; they will then indulge their own 
private spleen and rancour : and they will need no 
other chastiser, for the fool makes a rod sufficient lor 
his own back. Not only in the present case, but in 
most cases aflccting the society, we find the middling 
or k>wcr class most willing to bear the burthen, to coo- 
form to discipline, and come into method unitedly for 



BEUeiOUS SUBJECTS. 65 

carrying matters into execution ; the rich have money 
and many of them hardly anypther qualification of va- 
lue; if some of them had given something considerable 
towards this work, perhaps the opposition which they 
would therefore think they had a right to make to some 
salutary schemes for establishing and promoting it, 
would do more hurt than their money would do good. 
It requires, dear friend, much of that wisdom which 
dwells with prudence, to treat with these rich men ; — 
to petition them (as it were) to give some of their sub- 
stance towards the conservation of the society, when 
"we know their lives are opposite to the true interests of 
it, and that they are unfit to communicate with us ; — 
to seem to want their monev, and to treat with them for 
that, when it is themselves we want, and earnestly de- 
sire that they themselves may come into and be che- 
rished by the warm bosom of the church. So that, 
(only that we are all in general so little) 1 would choose 
that those who are least, rather than ambassadors of 
the first rank from Christ Jesus to his people, should be 
pat upon the office of soliciting for money from them for 
the contingent expences of society. 

Richard SHAOKLETonr. 



LETTER XXXVII. 

3d Mo. 1766. 
I SEE more and more that I was not cut out to be a man 
for this world, not one of the wise ones and the great 
ones of the earth ; nor since my thoughts took a religi- 
ous turn, did I ever expect, or desire it 1 can honest- 
ly say, that the greatest delight and satisfaction that I 
erer have in present possession, is to feel the baptism of 
the spirit to wash my heart, and unite it to the seed in 
the bitter sense of suffering; and the most pleasing con- 
templation that 1 have in future prospect in this Ufe, is 
to see the prosperity of truth, and to be favoured with 
liberty and capacity to serve the cause thereof in my 
generation. And for the integrity of this declaration I 
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dare appeal to the searcher of all hearts, who hath 
even now tendered my spirit in humble prostratioDbfr 
fore him. And 1 am glad to feel a renewal of this » 
cred baptism, (which first cemented our early acquaii- 
tance, and I trust will preserve our fellowship unbnK 
ken to the end,) while I thus converse (without any pi^ 
meditation) with thee. 

Richard SHACKLSTOir. 



LETTER XXXVIII. 

6th Mo. 1771. 

I SEEM not to have any repository of my own, finoD 
whence 1 might impart any good thing. So far from it 
I am so exceedingly reduced, so complete a bankrupt in 
my spiritual circumstances, so poor, so beset and emoar- 
rassed on all sides, that I never knew, heard, or read of 
any one like me. I am, or at least feel to myself, so 
weak at times, that I seem as if I could hardly hold t<^ 
getbcr. Such is the person to whom thou unbosomest 
thy griefs. Perhaps this short recital of my own state, 
compared with thy own feelings, may administer some 
species of relief when thnn finds that others are afflict- 
ed, tossed with tempests, and not comforted, as well as 
thyself. Thou rightly, and I doubt not experiment 
tally, remarkest, that effectual relief must come from 
the Father who seeth in secret. He made us exter* 
nally and visibly what we are, and endued us with our 
several organs of existence and preservation. It is he 
who (if we be passive under his hand, forming our 
minds, as we were under the s;ime hand fashioning oar 
bodies, of which we cannot make a single hair white or 
black,) will construct, unite, confirm and strengthen in 
his own time the various parts of our inward man ; and 
will endue the same with tho<o spiritual senses neces- 
sary for its preservation, and for its ability to art pro- 
perly in the service of its great Creator. O my friend, 
wonderfully are we made. My spirit, as is 1 doubt not 
thine and thy beloved consort's, is often deeply bowed 
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in humble petition, that Divine Providence may so steer 
and pilot our several barks through the dangerous seaa 
of life, that whatever wind from external circumstan- 
ces blows, whether high or low, prosperous or adversCf 
whether the waves be rough or smooth, whether storms 
or calms, betide us, we may, enduring all with patience, 
waiting with quiet submission, not without at time^ a 
hope and expectation, be conducted safe at last into the 
harbour of eternal rest. Should every thing in the voy- 
age be quiet, easy, commodious and agreeable to our 
wishes, we might perhaps grow presumptions, and by 
the interfering of our own carnal wills and wisdom take 
our bark as it were out of the hands of the good pilot, 
and run it against some rocks, where it might perish for 
ever. 

Richard Shackleto^t. 



LETTER XXXIX. 

4th Mo. 1787. 

Yb have heard no doubt of our dear friend ■ 



having uncovered his head, his anointed head, in the 
religious assemblies in Dublin. My heart was glad 
when I heard it. And the desire of my spirit is, that 
many more may in all humility and prostration of self, 
wait in the deeps ; each keeping to their own peculiar 
exercise, till they receive qualification and ability to 
bring up their stones of memorial, living stones, polish- 
ed aild fitted in the depths from which they are brought 
I have seen many sweet and promising blossoms fair and 
fragrant, from which delicious fruits might have been 
expected in due season ; many hopeful youths, of both 
sexes, whom the Lord has been graciously pleased to 
visit, and to open an eye in them to see the beauty and 
excellence which is in the truth, and to view this 
world as it really is ; — ^but there has not been a follow- 
ing on to know the Lord in progressive stages of ad- 
vancement, there has not been a sufficiently diligent 
waiting for the re-baptizing which purges and makes -d 
clean from all de^ement of flesh and spirit, noi (ot VJc^i^x^- 1 



68 LETTEB8 ON 

anointing, which keeps the internal eye open, to 
things natural and things spiritual in the proper light: 
so there is a dwindling, a decaying, a dwarhshness m 
stature; a deficiency in measure and weight; and the 
vacant scats of the princes and nobles, removing fron 
works to rewards, arc not effectually filled up; so that de- 
fect and weakness have overspread, the dignity of the 
church is lowered, and her authority, which stands in 
the life and in the power of truth, is greatly diminisb- 
ed. If ye are persuaded that these things arc so, my 

dear , do thou and some of thy near connexioiK 

look almut you, and see whereabouts you arc ; let nd 
the cares of this life supei'sede your concern in those 
things which relate to a belter tliat is to come. While 
ye are cornmendably and moderately diligent in out- 
ward business, hr (Hli«;ent and fervent in spirit, serving 
the iiord and his caust* with your best in your genera- 
tion. Above all things feel after the dew of heaven: 
and as niiu'li of the j'atness of the earth as is ^uital*lt 
for you will be addcMJ. Let the pure truth and its hea- 
vcnlv wisdom cirruinsrribe vour desires and desitrns in 
all thintrs: you will find its i^ovcrnincnt and direction 
mosl prolitable, both as to the life which now is, and 
that wbich is to come. 

({[('HARD SlIACMKTOJf. 



LllTTKU XL. 

•nil Mo. iTc*:^. 

It's par(!iit*salHi('tion for the loss of that dear dc[)art- 
ed vouth 1 doubt not has been verv ronsiderable : these 
events are not without tbeorilerini; of an all-wise agent, 
who has many a wheel within a wheel in his ^reat eco- 
nomv. Verv likelv in merev he snatched awav this 
youtb. now n>rii(*d trom the temptations ol a danger- 
ous troublcMiine world: he lcx»stned (Mie of the^* ties, bv 

m 

whirh 'iome of tbe survivors were eonneeted perhaps 
too rlnsely to jiresent visible enjoyments shewed the 
fallary and uncertainty of human prospects, and I trust 
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dfected thereby on some of their minds a more solid 
thought of, and preparation for, fliat awful period which 
hastens with uninterrupted speed upon us alL If we be 
happily preserved to steer well through this state of 
probation, we shall go to our beloved friends and ac- 
quaintance who are gone well before us, but they can- 
not return to us. This is a strong incitement to watch- 
fulness and care, and shews the vanity of a redundance 
of grief. 

I did not hear before thy intelligence of the actress 
thou mentions. Such tidings are very agreeable : but 
would be much more so, if they brought account of an 
humble, diligent, steady perseverance in the party. 
Many no doubt are visited by the power of that gospel 
which is preached in every human creature ; and seve- 
ral are animated with good desires and resolutions to 
be obedient to it : but when the tempter comes, prac- 
tising on the inclinations, afiections, and passions, and 
plying his batteries against that side which is most ea- 
sily beset, for want of the creature waiting for the help 
of the all-sufficient grace, but dallying with, and listen- 
ing to the temptation, instead of growing from strength 
to strength through faithfulness in the little, the soul be- 
comes weaker and weaker, loses its hold of the means 
of its salvation, and is in danger of perishing for ever. 

Richard Shagkleton. 



LETTER XLI. 
Thou and I, my dear friend, are blessed with belov- 
ed consorts and true help-mates agreeable to our wish : 
we have also a tender hopeful progeny. May we be 
constantly waiting to feel our spiriU seasoned with di- 
vine grace, and keep near that holy life, by which we 
may be enabled by example and precept to answer the 
just witness in their consciences, and help them forward 
m the right road : not only suffering, but earnestly per- 
suading the little children to come unto Christ, whose 
arms are still extended to receive them. 

Richard Shackletok* 
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LETTER XUI. 

3th Mo. 1775. 

Submit we must : our lives, the lives of all we boU 
dear to us, and every comfort we extract from evay 
thing, are in the hand of omnipotence and under hi 
controul ; how awfully should we then walk before hn 
who is the source of every blessing to his dependiif 
children, and who on the other hand (as a certain au- 
thor most beautifully remarks) can disquiet the soul and 
vex it in all its faculties. I have been led very latek 
to ponder a good deal on the uncertainty of our tranquilli- 
ty, and the necessity of tlie interposition of that great 
power, to preserve us alive in every respect. Doubt- 
less, whatever may be our trials, or from whatever 
quarter they may come, if we watch steadily unto 

f)rayer, if we keep a conscience void of ofR^nce, if we 
ook to the I^rd for succour, we shall be helped through 
one difficulty, and one exercise after another, till our 
measure of suifering is filled up, and our weary spirit! 
are admitted into that holy rest prepared for those who 
through faith have overcome in this dangerous war- 
fare. 

Richard Shackleto.v. 



LETTER XLIIL 

111 Mo. 1787. 

At present, there is cause for much gratitude on ac- 
count of the day of prosperity which we arc favoured 
with. By and by no douht comes, in the revolution of 
the seasons, a dciy of adversity, equally good and pro- 
fitable for us. May we all, my dear friend, so improve 
the merciful visitations of heavenly regard and notice, 
that whether the north or south wind blow upon our 
gardens, the ljord*s plantation in us may flourish and 
bring forth fruit, to the praise of the good and gracioof 
huabandman. I am persuaded that his fatherly inten- 
tion is to do good to your father's house* and to make it 
useful and honourable to and among his people. Bat 
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maoy, very many, are the dangers and temptations 
from within and from without, which await the neces- 
sary cares of this life : and the pursuit of things lawful 
from the purest and noblest motives, if carried to an im - 
proper, excess, may cl(^ the feet of the inward man, 
and prevent his running with alacrity the race which, 
by divine appointment, is set before him. The seeking 
of great things, the aspiring after thL<^ world's grandeur, 
the imitating an() emulating others who are not devot- 
ed in body, soul, spirit and substance to the cause of 
truth, hurls the tender plant of renown, and retards 
its growth. 

But to be diligent in the spirit of our minds, often cul- 
tivating seasons of retirement, watching daily and hour- 
ly unto prayer for preservation from evil and for divine 
acceptance, witnessing from time to time that baptism 
which cleanses from all defilement of flesh and spirit, 
doing nothing which we are persuaded in the secret of 
our own minds is wrong, and being faithful to every 
manifestation of active duty ; this I believe is the way 
to draw down the.blessing of heaven, and perpetuate it 
among usL 

Richard Shackleton. 



LETTER XLIV. 

3d Mo. 1763. 

IvriRMiTiEs of various kinds are by the appointment 
of Infinite Wisdom allotted to our nature, and one dis- 
order or other, with more or less speed, will work the 
decay of the mortal part of us all : some disorders hurry 
us with pain and anguish out of life, as it were with 
open force and violence, while others gradually under- 
mine the constitution ; and the absence of much pain 
causing a flattering hope of longer continuance, the 
/rail tabernacle is dissolved before we are well aware. 
In this, in that, in every circumstance of life or death, 
there is one, and but one, sure hope to anchor our toss- 
ed tried veasel ; to wit, the earnest of eternal t«al ^ccA 
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peace. This has made the death-bed, even when agih 
niziDg pain of body has attended, as a bed o/ro8e%aiMl 
the pale messenger has been welcomed as one come to 
release the soul from the fetters of mortality, that it 
may take its iSight into the regions of pure joy, andiB- 
mixed undisturbed felicity. 

Richard Shackletov. 



LETTER XLV. 

7tli Mo. 1783. 

I READ thy last, and attended to the contents vrifht 
mind impressed with sorrow, and indeed sorrow and 
trouble are at times spread before me on account of the 
situation of things in our religious society. What iB 
the reason that many educated amongst us should be 
such enemies to the truth which they profess ? yea, die 
enmity of their spirits (like thick darkness) is to be felt: 
What must be opposed to these fiery darts 7 for my 
part, I know nothing more likely for the honest heart- 
ed to defend thejnselyes withal and preserve their own 
spirits, nor by which they may overcome the agents 
of the wicked one, than the power of gospel love. 
This, if patiently kept to, will work wonders : this is 
invincible, and its armour impenetrable. But if tliii 
be in any measure departed, from, or adulterated with 
self-love (which is the parent of resentment) it causes 
a breach in the panoply (the whole armour) of God, 
who is love, and so leaves some weak part un- 
guarded, to be wounded and hurt. If any therelbre 
have been injured or hurt, to a deep search after the 
healing virtue of this divine love, I would earnestly re- 
commend them ; and as this becomes predominant in 
the mind, it will influence to say and ao these thingSi 
and these only, which make for peace ; and it will bear 
down all before it, and in due time re-possen the gatti 
of its enemies. 

RlCHAaD SHAcsunon. 
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LETTER XLVI. 

nth Ho. 1766. 

i CAST conceive by past soirowful experience the 
trouble your family must be in, on the distresnng occa- 
«on which thou mentions; and more especially such of 
Tou as are connected with the testimony of truuiy which 
n wounded by this afiair ; but such have always this 
.encouragement, that those who sufier for, and with, the 
testimony, are supported inwardly by it, and in so much 
greater degree as they are tender of it, and prefer it 
before the ties of blood, of natural action or any 
other consideration. It looks to me as if this dispensa- 
tion would be fruitful of refining baptism to you, and I 
heartily wish that you may patiently abide the day (or 
say the night) of it, and I believe you will find all work 
together for good. But beware of sinking too low in 
your minds, keep as attentive as possible to feel after 
solid comfort, and to hear the dictates of the small still 
voice, in following which there is safety. Methinks the 
enemy will not be idle at this juncture, but be apt to 
whisper that things having gone anuss in your own fa- 
mily, ye are much disqualified from intermeddling in 
the families of others, and that ye are not now proper 
persons to stand forth in the cause of our discipline in 
the church. This is the whispering of satan ; he is a 
liar, and believe him not. Our children and every in- 
dividual in our families have the same divine principle 
and sufficient grace as ourselves, and in our obedience 
to it consists our common preservation. If we be care- 
ful to live under its law, and thereby be good examples 
to them : if seasoned by this, when fresh capaci^ is aC* 
forded, we bring forth now and then such meat tor our 
household as we have, though only fragments ; if we 
watch unto prayer for the blessing and protection of 
Providence over them and us, what more is required, 
or what more can be done ? When, aAer all, those that 
are intimately connected with us by friendship, or re 
lationship, swerving from the fear of God, and regard 

o 2 
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to the admonition of man, violate (he law of a gool 
conscience, and the rules established in the society, Id 
us impartiaUy give our judgment with zeal agiad 
them, and kmrn no man after the flesh. This is wfatf 
will conduce to our own peace and strength, disappini 
the expectaticHi of those who may watch over us &r 
evil, and may be a means of awakening the PArty ttit 
has ofifended to ponder more deeply on the oneoceff anl 
seek more earnestly a place of repentance and reston- 
tion. Though I write thus, I have no suspicion of any 
contrary conduct in vou, but believe you will act ai 
those who are sensible that manv eyes are over yoo, 
and particularly that eye which penetrates into the 
deepest recesses of our hearts, and knows the most k- 
cret movements of our thoughts; the eye of a God, 
jealous indeed of his honour, yet full of compassion and 
merciful regard to his poor afflicted devoted chiMrea 
and servante, who faithfully serve and submisnvely rdj 
upon him. 

Richard Shackletoit. 






LETTER XLVIl. 

12th mo. 1706. 

I THin K I have seen that thy heavenlv Father and 
Merciful Creator, hath been graciously pleased to vist 
thee in thy dangerous stage of youth, and that his in- 
tention, if thou dost not frustrate it, is to do thee good 
Suffer then, my dear friend, with humble resignatioii, 
the operation of his purging power. Leave tliyself in 
his hand, and cast thy care upon him. Be diligent 
above all things to feel after the stirrings of a divine 
life in thy soul, and wait patiently for its tenderinf^ 
cleansing baptisms. Oh, this diligent waiting and in- 
ward retiredness of spirit 1 this thou wilt find is the veir 
source and supply of thy ability and capacity to how 
out in a religious growth. This is what 1 most earnest- 
ly recommend to thee as the great and principal meant 
of renewing thy strength. If thou rightly leamest this 
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]esson of retirement, thou wilt sood be a ripe scholar in 
religion, and need not that any man teach thee, but as 
the holy anointing will teach thee in these seasons of 
waiting, and imbue Ihy mind with an understanding of 
those things which belong to thy only true, present, and 
future evcrlaaf iiig peace. 1 am greatly mislaken if the 
goott will of heaven is not towards thee in particular, 
and 1 hope to more of thy father's house. My sincere 
desire is that ye may be so wise in heart, so true to 
your own best interest, as not to reject theotfersof such 
gracious favour and condescension, but thankfully em- 
brace them as your chiefest good. 

Richard Shackletor. 



1 
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^K LETTER XLVIII. 

^C Sd Ma. 1767. 

Dear cousins, ye are now joined tc^efher, I hope, by 
the ordering hand of Providence; and are advanced a 
step higher into a more conspicuous station in life and 
business. The author of every good and perfect gift 
has given to both of you a good share of natural capa- 
city, and improved understanding; and the means, 
through frugality and industry, with his blessing, of 
procuring a comfortable subsistence. He has placed 
you in a great and populous city, where you profess bis 
holy and saving truth among a large number of others 
of the same profession, who do not honour it as they 
ought in their lives and conversations. Now, my dear 
cousins, my mind is engaged for your temporal and 
eternal prosperity, and 1 see the path and the only one 
that leads infallibly to it ; which is, by diligently and 
faithfully seeking to the Almighty benefactor for his 
preservation and blessing to be over and about you, and 
all that is under your hand. Strive not to be, nor to 
appear great, nor stretch your wings beyond the cir- 
cumference of the nest which, in the ordering ol all-wise 
Providence, is allotted for you. Rather live under, and 
"" ir under your ability than over. You 'n\V^ ex.^- 
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rience safety and quietness in it The contniy ii a 
temptation and a snare, and an inlet to dangers of v^ 
rious kinds ; and often with new beginnen lays thi 
foundation of difficulties, straitness, and embairaasmsib 
which they are never disencumbered of, until tliey ssi 
disencumbered of mortality ; nor does the perpkii^ 
always end here ; their poor bodies indeed rest in tM 
earth, but the distresses of the parents are entailed mi 
the children ; and instead of ag^ndizement of hamf, 
there is debasement ; instead of pomp there is penny; 
and indigence instead of affluence. Let us take a litlk 
view (my dear friend) of the persons and families wliiek 
have been up and* down during our short time of ok 
servation, let us contemplate them, not with an evil off 
pitiless eye, but with an eye to the ways of that al- 
ruling power which resbteth the proud, but giveth tm 
grace additionally to the humble. Let us centre dowii 
and have our dwelling low in a conscious sense of ov 
own unworthiness and insuflicicncy to direct our owi 
steps, or to prosper either as to the things of this or a 
better life, without his blessed assistance and protec- 
tion. Be truly humble, (my dear ) be frequent 

and (as much as possible) constant, in feeling after a 
capacity to breathe in secret after an acauaintance 
and communion with the author of all goodness. Be 
exemplary in your own conduct, conversation, and ex- 
terior appearance and deportment, as becomes the dis- 
ciples and professors of the religion established by him 
who was meek and low in heart, and whose ^rment 
was without seam. So will yc, in proportion to the 

Eurity of your intentions, and the cleanness of year 
ands in his sight, gain the favour and approbation of 
him who knows the heart, and hath all power in bif 
hand to bless, or to blast, at his pleasure. 1 am unusa 
ally concerned and desirous that thy conduct may be 
such, now in the setting ofi'in life, as that the good will 
of heaven may be to and upon it ; and if thou happily 
obtain this, it must certainly be by being a pattern of 
humility, steadiness and plainness, among thy numer* 
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0U8 acquaintance in that cilj. This may occasion some 
trials, in which it will often be proved whether thy at- 
tachment to the testimony of truth, or to the spirit of 
the world, is more prevalent. According to the free- 
will choice which thou wilt be enabled to make, will 
thy ability to proceed aright be strengthened or weak, 
cd, and finally the one side or the other get therictory. 
The day of small things and of little requirings of duty, 
proportioned to the state of the children, is by no means 
to be despised. The cross to our own depraved wills is 
often to be borne, and many old friendships, connecti»ns, 
habits nnd propensities, of an hurtful or unprofitable na- 
ture, will be dissolved or decay: in the room of which 
new desires and affections, new intimacies and society 
will gradually be formed. But in all that he throws 
down, as well as in all he builds up, the Lord Almighty 
(as we rely upon him, and are faithful to his discoveries), 
will be found to do every thing right, and for our good 
every manner of way. 
^^ Richard Shackleton. 

^^ LETTER XUX. 

^Pfc Sd M«. IT69. 

^^^ HAVE thought of thee with concern, knowing by 
experience the dangers that unexperienced youth is 
liable to. The reins have been much left on thy own 
neck, to run on according to thy own pleasure. Thou 
hast girded thyself according to thy own liking, and gone 
whither thou wouldest. And it is of the mercy of thy 
great Creator, if thou hast been preserved hitherto 
jrom falling into the enormities and corruptions, as I 
doubt thou hast stepped too much into the vanities and 
follies of the world and its spirit. However, the past 
is irrecoverable ; I would have thee make a stand now, 
and in the cool hour of sober reflection ask thyself, whe- 
ther thou hast felt more solid satisfaction in the time of 
disupation and libertinism, which has since elapsed, than 
in those seasons of the earlier part of thv youth, when 
thy heart was bumbled within thee undeT & wfoat A 
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thy own unworthiness, and thy spirit tendered 1]j tk 
visits of divine grace : visits which were aflbcded tte 
by that same great Creator, in wonderful condno* 
ti(xiy that thy mind might be pre-engaged to lovey isv 
and serve him, before the heated imagination andgn» 
ing passions of more advanced vouth, and thy de^p 
and connections on the verge of manhood, might mq 
thy conduct from the simplicity. and safety which ka 
the blessed truth. Thou knowest best whether dM 
still enjoyest those tendering sensations of divine favMi; 
or whether thou hast bartered this precious birth-r^ 
for foolish, fleeting, empty gratifications, which will stul 
thee in no stead in the day of trouble ; which tend oiif 
to estrange and set thee at a distance from thy Almiell- 
ly Benefactor, who can bless or blast all tliy endci- 
vours ; and which preclude thee from that frequency 
of intercourse with thy best friends, by whose comm- 
nion, and goood counsel, thou mightest be profited mjA 
helped every way. 

Richard Shackletoit. 



LETTER L. 

9th Mo. 1769. 

I NOTE what thou sayest of thy inward conlBictk I 
doubt not thy having commenced, and in a good degree 
successfully carried on that war, which must mibtd 
(while we are in these bodies) between the flesh and 
spirit, from generation to generation. I wish we mtT 
be enabled still to carry it on, till all our enemies be 
subdued ; the greatc$;t being, I believe, (as then obaer- 
vest) those of our own houses, or hearts. Let us ever 
bear in mind, that if we would cfiectually make war in 
righteousness, our wcapcns must be spiritual, not C8^ 
nal. That which is born of the flesh is only flesh : and 
the flesh profitoth not in this warfare. Hence I fear 
often arise thc-se repeated conflicts and struggles, which 
leave us wfuk, and do not help on the work ; when 
mixing with some certain company, or engaged in cer- 
tain hurries and business, we are not watchful enough 
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tfrer our spirits, to possess (keep) these yessels in sanc- 
tificatioD and in that honour ^hich adorns our high 
l^fession, but suSer more or less defilement. And 
then again, when religious company, conversation, and 
IdKiirs present, we feel our want and weakness, and in 
Aar own time and wills would be relieved and fain 
abound. Then the impatience of our spirits would set 
us to work, and tempt to force the (unacceptable) sa- 
crifice ; then we perhaps seek relief and help by com- 
plaining to, and conversing with, the approved ser- 
vants: who if they be wise in heart, are often shut up 
from such a state, and find it their duty to keep their 
own to themselves. These voluntary strivings are of 
the flesh, or too much mixed with it, so cannot enter 
the kingdom, which is not to be taken by this kind of 
violence. But, dear friend, if we would steadily follow 
on to know the Lord, if we would enjoy him to our so- 
lid, permanent comfort, and be willing to be any thing, 
or nothing, in his Hand, we must know great stripping 
and many humble baptisms ; and if we passively and 
patiently abide under the refining, forming hand, we 
shall be dipped into many tribulating dispensations, 
which in the course of their operation, will reduce us 
and our rational powers as men (which are only apper- 
taining to us as being also flesh) exceeding low : so that 
our sight, with all our other spiritual senses, being 
purged and clear, we shall see that truly of ourselves 
we can do nothing; we shall be more and more weaned 
from temporary aids, and more and more learn this 
lesson, to cease' from man, even the best of men, and 
have our sole dependance on the Lord Almighty, who 
18 the primary source and supply of every substantial 
good 

Richard Shackleton. 



LETTER LL 

lit Mo. 1774. 

Thou livest in a place distant from the body of friends 
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belonging to the nnM>nthly meeting ; and art in 
danger, from such a situation^ of being leavened niCh 
the spirit and manners of other people, who tbaa^ 
they may be of irreproachable characters among mc^ 
yet are not brought up in a belief of» nor directed Is 
feel after the quickening virtue and operation of tint 
saving grace in the heart, which is the only efiectul 
preservative of men from the corruptions of the worii 
Thou pleadest for thy absence, that thou art married 
hast a prospect of a growing family, must attend to i 

rrovision for it, and therefore that thou canst not conMi 
acknowledge that it is highly proper and commends 
ble in thee to be diligent in thy outward business, aid 
to provide by honest means for a decent livelihooi 
Many of us do the Scimc, and yet knowing the uncc^ 
tain tenure we have of all things here, and that it ii 
the divine blessinp; alone which gives the true relish to 
the enjoyment of them, we dare not be so ungrateful 
to our great benefactor, so disrespectful to our Lord 
and master, and so unfaithful to the common cause of 
our holy religion, as frequently to neglect the assem- 
bling of ourselves together, in order to wait for a ca- 
pacity to perform acceptable worship (o the Father of 
spirits, and to assist in conducting the discipline estab- 
lished in the society ; and as thou wouldest desire that 
thou and thine should be partakers of those spiritual 
and temporal blessings which are in the l-iord's hand to 
bestow, as well as others, why shouldest not thou as 
well as others demonstrate thy love to him, and attach- 
ment to his cause, by an humble devotion of thv time 
and talents to the author of thy existence t It is ab- 
surd to think, and he well deserves the appellation of 
fool who imagines, that his secular alliiirs will succeed 
worse, because leaving them settled in a prudent man- 
ner, he attends his religious duties as a member of 
Christian society. Whose are tlu^ cattle on a thousand 
hills? Whose is the earth and the fulness thereof! 
Who lent us for a short uncfTtain space tliese conveni- 
ences of life f and, Who can take them from us» or us 
from them, at his pleasure ? 
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But it is reported, that thou art so far from joining 
tvith us in support of the hedge of discipline which the 
Lord hath planted about us, that thou art for pulling it 
down : that so far from making a sacrifice of any little 
part of thy substance to the support of our testimony, 
thou art tor sacrificing the testimony of truth to a little 
sordid gain ; and instead of walking in the way of our 
vroTthy ancestors, that thou art, in the days of thy youth 
and prosperity, ready to trample on the testimony 
ivhich they bore through many afflictions, and several 
of them sealed with the loss of their lives. I mean our 
testimony against the payment of tithes, or contributing 
actively to the support o( an hireling nunistry. It would 
exceed the ordinary limits of a letter, even to touch 
upon the numerous arguments which might be brought, 
both from right reason and holy scripture, against this 
antichristian yoke ; therefore 1 refer thee for satisfac- 
tion in this point, to those writings on this subject which 
are common in the families of friends ; and at present 
would just caution thee not obstinately, after repeated 
advice to the contrary, to violate so material a branch 
of our Christian testimony, which cost our predecessors 
80 dear ; because by persisting in the resolution which 
I am told thou hast formed in this respect, thou wilt, in 
a great measure, break the bond of fellowship with our 
religious society, and I believe it will not prosper with 
thee. 

Richard Shackletoit. 



LETTER LII. 

6th Mo. 1777. 

1 iroTE thy desire to be acquainted with true reli- 
gion, and that thou hast read books, and cultivated ac- 
quaintance with such as might be likely to instruct 
thee in it Indeed the generality of people bestow very 
little solid thought about religious matters : and if any 
should be more inquisitive than ordinary, concemiiig 
the way of life and salvation, they are branded oftoGk 

H 
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with the name of Quakers, Methodists, Fanatics, or 
Enthusiasts. However, ridicule is by no means the ten 
of truth, and right and wrong remain irreconcilable 
things ; the former is worth all the pains of our deep 
search, and investigation, the latter it concerns us to 
avoid with the most cautious circumspection. It cer* 
tainly is not consistent with the nobility and excellence 
of a rational mind, to adopt the most important prioci- 
pies connected with our everlasting interest merely up- 
on trust, and by tradition: the religion of our educatioo 
while we were children, should be the religion of our 
feelings and of our judgment when we arrive at matur- 
ity of undcrstandinc^, or it should be changed for thai 
which is so. Nor is such a change in any degree de» 
grading to the party that makes it, when it is done pure- 
ly from conscientious motives: on the contrary, it irra- 
tional and laudal)lr. aiiil has the sanction of apostolical 
precept, ** Prove all things; hold fast that which b 
good." Hut a clian^o of religious profession, barely. 
will stand us in little stead; the unreirencrate manor 
woman nni>t witness a channe of nature, whirh is a 
change from nominal to real reli^l(»n, from shadow to 
substance, from the name to ih'! lliinii; and in cdccting 
this, true eliri-lianily is Irarneil by experience, and by 
experience we know and feel tiie njeanins; of the terms, 
anil the eiruraev (if the means employed in this ^reat 
mv>terv. I*e(ii>li' mav talk al»oui reirenerati(»n. faith, 
baptism, sanelirnation. iu>liri( ali«)n. iVe. anil niay rea- 
son eoneernini: llu' preiiri'.-< n\ the wmk of reliiiion in 
the sfiul. but if tluv i!.»ii()t know an«l ('. il it Lr«ui»u:t>n in 
theni*elvt>. they an' no nuuit henelited by lluir head 
knowledge, than tin- man whi» i* iani^nishini: fur want 
of fiK)»l. i** ^tnn^tlui:ed by talkini: <^^tatinL^ We an 
to riciive lh« '»«' thinL'- as little? rhiitin n. wailinn in the 
simplieitv nf nur hearts, and ab^lrai lrdni>s nt'thnuubt. 
to be fed bv th<" Divin • llantl. with iImmI (on\enient for 
us. If wi* tru'^t in tin- Lord uith all our hearts, and 
lean not to our own undwr^landin::, he will lead u» on 
gradually* feed us aceonlin^ to our growth, and inforn; 



our uii(kM>lan(liii«j in the Ihiniis of "his kinudoin, as wi 
shall be iMo to bear or comprebeiul them. I \vi;h line 
dear friend, to be still in lliy mind, to miard ajxain^t 
restlessness and impatience, to employ lliys<!f quietly 
and cheerfully in Ihy oiitwaid occupation (which will 
help to prune away a redundance of unprofitabli 
thoui^hts,) and to be dilitrent in waitinir for and feelinu 
after that bprinsc of comfort in thy own mind, wliich i^ 
not under thv controul, nor at tliv command, nor can 
be come at by the workinir of anv artilicial tool of our 
inruigination ; but which the ^reat marjler sitnds in hi-: 
own time, "To rcviye the spirit of the humble, aiid U- 
revive the heart of the contrite ones." 

lilCIIARD SlIACKLKTOX, 



LETTER LIII. 

lith Mo. nto. 

A PRRSON'AL interview is pleasing, when it can be en- 
joyed in a degree of calmness and quiet ; but as many 
things combine to prevent that, I wish us to meet often 
in spirit — " Al)sent in body, yet present in spirit." Jn 
this, my first accjuaintance and fellowship with thee wa* 
formed, before I personally knew thee ; in this it has 
been renewed and confirmed. 

I travail for you, dear children, that Christ may be 
formed in you, that ye may be complete in him, lacking 
nothing;. The cry of my heart for you has repeatedly 
been, that the J^ord would make vou such as he would 
have you to be. If left to ourselves, and to model our- 
selves and our demeanour according to patterns which 
in our own judgment we may set down as most excel- 
lent and worthy of imitation, our inward man will be 
apt to grow feeble and distorted, and its constitution 
sickly and unsound ; but leaving ourselves to the Lord 
Almighty to create in us a clean heart, and renew a 
right spirit within us, diligently waiting in nothingness 
of self, out of our own willings and strivings, for the de- 
scending of the power of truth to contrite and ba^^lvz.^ 
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our spirit, we shall witness a being melted down i 
moulded anew into whatever utensil, form and size.^ 
maker pleases. Here is the great matter on our p 
even to he passive in the Divine baud, as clay in 
hand of the potter. The mixture of our own ii 
tions is what we are carefully to watch agaiiiel. I 
ing the thing which mars the perfection and sullies i 
beauty of the Lord's work. All that he makes is n 
niixcdiy good ; so the more simply and unreserved 
we submit ourselves to be prepared and fashioned I 
him, the more of that unmixed good, will be in otiri| 
ritual composition, and the nearer we shall appi 
to the highest perfection of our natures, the full 



;he precept of Clirist, " Be ye therefore periect,e 
ts your Father who is in heaven is perfect." 

Richaud Shacklctoh 



^V LETTER LIV. 

^^^ nib Mo. mi^ 

I LIKE that young men should avow their priQcipl 
and range themselves on the right side. I like Hi 
they should engage in such acts as will shew th^ i 
not in alliance with the enemies of God's trtio In* 
There must and will be enmity between the two sedft 

My spirit has waded in the deeps many a time, in 
travail for the visited youth, that not one erain of the 
heavenly seed might be lost, nor unfruitful; and now 
my cry is that they may " go forward." They h«w 
many of them been tied np From the further sallies of 
their own wild nature; they have known the discipltl' 
of the cross ; and now the Master hath need of tlicl 
(alluding to the passage in Mat 21st chap.) he c 
their service in the church. Indeed they can n 

1 better master — his service digniBes the mcftM 

hlents ; and the brightest, if Ihcv lend not to pro 

\ ore but meanly employed. 1 his world, it* b 

■ pnnuits, and its highest glory, will toon be orcrl 

f one that is at present in it. Then the answer 4 
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** Well done ! good and faithful servant," will be a more 
joyful sound, a more substantial reward, than all the 
favour and friendship, false praise and honour, which 
this life can bestow. 

Richard Shackletox. 



LETTER LV. 

3d Mo. 1783. 

She is now released from those long infirmities which 
infinite wisdom permitted her to pass through, for the 
trial of her faith and patience, and for her preparation 
for an admittance into that rest, into which nothing 
impure can enter. Refined and polished while here for 
the company of blessed spirits, she is (I doubt not) 
mingled in their happy society. Wc remain a little 
longer to struggle with the difficulties, and encounter 
the temptations, which belong to this life. We arc not 
yet putting off our harness, therefore have no reason to 
boast, but to dwell in awful fear. We are some of us 
the heads of families, and principal persons in our 
places : our precepts and our example therefore must 
have considerable weight and influence. — How neces- 
sary is it for us then to ask wisdom of him, who giveth 
liberally and upbraideth not ; that by rightly fulfilling 
all our several duties in our families and in the church, 
we may, as we pass along in our journey, have the an- 
swer in our consciences of " Well done ! good and faith- 
ful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord," as 
well as that happy sentence at tne close of this visible 
scene? 

My mind, while I am thus engaged, is turned with 
tender solicitude towards thy beloved offipring. I be- 
lieve that many of them (and most probably all of them) 
have felt the gentle touches of the Divine Hand, and 
the invitations of the good spirit in the secret of their 
souls, drawing them from the spirit of the world, in ita 
manifold appearances, and begetting in them desire" 
and aspirations after enduring substance* May t' 

H 2 
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with all diligence cultivate the renewalof these tender- 
ing impressions, and in all humility submit to the ope- 
ration of these cleansing baptisms, which purify tlie 
heart, and make it a fit receptacle for unmixed good. 
A gracious Providence has not been wanting in his via- 
tations to the youth amongst us ; but there has been a 
great want in them of following on to know the Lord 
in the renewed experience of his humbling power, and 
in the further manifestations of his will concemiog 
them ; — whence the goodness of too many of them is bat 
like the morning cloud and early dew ; it is soon super- 
ceded by a relish for the pomps and vanities of this 
world, and their baptismal vows are soon forgotten; 
and hence a want of succession of testimony bearers to 
the noblest cause, which ever did, or ever will, dignif? 
human nature. I particularly wish for the elder 
branches of thy numerous hopeful stock, as now a 
greater charge devolves upon them, that they maj 
seek and wait for heavenly wisdom to direct their own 
steps, and influence every part of their conduct ; that 
so they may grow in favour with their great Creator, 
and in his hand be made a blessing to the younger 
branches of the family, assisting to train them up, by 
example and precept, in the life of religion, and in that 
plainness and simplicity which adorn our holy profes- 
sion. 

Richard Shackletojt. 



LETTER LVL 

2d Mo. 17.$4. 

1 HAVK repeatedly heard of thy appearances in a lew 
words in public and private opportunities, and no doubt, 
in diffidence and fear. 1 need not tell thee that it is a 
great and solemn office to be an ambairsiador between 
God and the people. I am persuaded that thou art 
sensible of it, and that it is the sincere desire of thy 
heart to be found in the way of thy duty. In thy in- 
fant state thou wilt very probably have' many doubts. 



■> 
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queationings and reasonings : but as the ^e is kept 
BtDgle to the one object, the faithful discharge of duty, 
the whole inward man, will he full of light — enlighten- 
ed and enabled to walk in the right path, and if feara 
and jealousies of self should arise, the; are not to be 
fought against in the will of the creature ; but words 
and actions arc to he brought to the light of Christ, 
that they may be there tried whether they have been 
wrought and spoken in God, i. e. whether they have 
the seal of his spirit. Where self is sufficiently abased, 
and only to will and to do of the Master's good pleasure 
is the dominant principle, there is not much danger of 
an honest mind being long under a deception. The 
feeling of one's own mind, and the concurrent testimony 
of the living, will, like the mouth of two witnesses, 
establish every word ; and though for wise purposes 
there may be for a season, as it were, a chaos, and a 
void, and darkness upon the face of the deep ,- yet as 
the operation of the spirit of truth in thy soul is diligent- 
ly waited for, and the turning of his holy hand is pa- 
tiently borne and submitted to, he will (I trust) in his 
own time, " Bring forth thy righteousness as the light, 
aad thy judgment as the noon-day." 

tRicuARn Shackletoit. 
LETTER LVII. 

91h Mo. 1784. 
It was very pleasing to hear that il proved consis- 
tent with the Divine will to lengthen out thy short 
span, to add a few days more to thy pilgrimage. To 
thoae engaged in the same warfare it is a matter of 
gladness and strength to have their companions con- 
tinued to them. — ^Thou knowest what this world is ; 
a place of danger, temptation and perplexity; a place 
where we exceedingly want Almighty help, protection 
and direction ; we want the fear of the Lord to be ever 
J^are our eyes, that we may be solid, weighty, steady 
^Ehe face of our families, and our connections and 
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familiar acquaintance ; we greatly want wisdom, frak 
and fresh for every occasion, that we may fill up ov 
stations in the church with propriety and acceptance 
This is a great family, in which are many servants ii> 
lotted to many different offices ; various work is to k 
done, and great care is to he taken hy every particuhr 
servant, that he diligently minds his own business, asd 
does not over officiously meddle with that of another; 
and in order that confusion may be prevented, and the 
Head of the family may not be dishonoured, some ser- 
vants, more intimately acquainted with the Master*! 
will and with the order of the house, hold a diligent 
watch, not only over themselves, but their fellow ser- 
vants, for good; exhorting, reproving, informing, re- 
minding, and all with pure disinterested zeal, seeldog 
not themselves, their own honour and precedence^ bit 
the honour of the great Master, and the welfare aad 
happiness of every individual in the family. 'Tis to 
this service that I want thee, my dear friend, (if Provi- 
dence should be pleased to grant a renovation of health) 
to be still more dedicated. There is a want of baptized 
elders among us ; such as have been companions with 
Christ in his sufferings among us, and by us, his chosen 
people. Thou secst what a host of messengers is sent, 
even from far distant parts of the earth, to awaken U5 

to righteousness and amendment of life. May we, 

the objects of their visits and of condescending favour, 
be willing, yea desirous to go yet deeper down into the 
sacred pool, there to be washed from every defilement 
of spirit, as well as of flesh ; that so, being happily re* 
duced to the little child's state, we may lose " the wise 
and prudent,'* in the reduction of self, and be in a state 
fit to receive the glorious mysteries of the kingdom, '• re- 
vealed unto babes" in Christ. 

RlCHARn SlIACKLETOy. 



■> 



LETTER LVIII. 

8th Mo. 1791. 

Tuou knowest upon what grounds, convictions and 
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feeliDgs thou earnest, at the first, to profess tbe truth ; 
thou knowest what it hath since done for thee, how thou 
bast espoused it, and with what company thou hast OD 
various occasions been engaged in the promotion of it : 
and I doubt not thou still believest it to be the most in- 
estimable treasure, which the heart of man is capable 
of enjoying. Be honest with thyself, as I hope, my dear 
friend) thou wilt be, and tiy whether thou hast not suffer- 
ed loss ; whether for some time past there has not been a 
decay, instead of an increase, of divine virtue in thy 
soul : and whether thy ability for service in religious 
society has not been greatly weakened, if not entirely 
lost This perhaps thy candour and integrity will ac- 
knowledge ; but self, that partial, pernicious counsellor, 
self, will probably plead that loss indeed hath been sus- 
tained, but that the fault is not all thy own ; that thou 
haat met with hard usage, improper treatment, and an 
unchristian spirit, in dealing, from thy brethren : and 
that though thou mayest be, in some measure, wrong, it 
is evident that they are not alt<^cther right. This rea- 
soning leads to a self-complacence, and retorting ; which 
will only bewilder and aggravate. I would therefore, 
in true good-will, and cordial desires for thy restoration 
and help, recommend thee, dear friend, as much as pos- 
able, to turn out this reaaoner, this interested, preju- 
diced counsellor, self; to look unto Jesus, the author of 
thy faith ; to lay prostrate as at his feet ; to bear his 
diastisements ; and not only bear, but with all thy heart 
to desire them, as being the stripes, by which thou art 
to be healed : nay, farther, submit thyself with a duti- 
ful, filial submission to thy mother the church, though 
some of her children may seem not in the spirit of meek- 
ness, but angry with thee ; be not thou moved to retali- 
ate, but remember the pattern which the great Master 
set as ; as saith the apostle, " For even hereunto were 
"ye called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving 
" us an example, that ye should follow his steps : who 
■" "id DO sin, neither was guile found in his mouth : who, 
phen he was reviled, reviled not aga.vci -, ■w^iati W 
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"suffered, he tlireatenod not; but committed liinroi: 
"to him that jiulgeth righteously." How nmrh iiu'M 
then should his followers and disciples, Avhcn th« y hnvc 
been ovei taken in a fauK, confess their frailty, hinnlv, 
thcmselves, and make recitation, and sati'^lariion, nr.] 
reparation, as far a^ in th^^ir power I AW have -'jt-n t'*:v 
danger of persisting in a line of conduct contrary t" il.t 
general sense of the brethren, and of being pi.rtina* i. -? 
in our own opinions : how it lowers hi esteem, am! i ly* 
waste the service of those who were gifted and Iin[i.'';r"- 
ble men. 1 confess I am alraid lot the (^neniy of iW 
good should make use of thy present situation and lir- 
cumstanccs, as an engine to batter down any walU-i 
stability and security that is left about thee, and wreak 
his infernal malice uj)on thee ; for " Hell and dt;?truc- 
tion arc never full." O, maye«st thou with full purpo^ 
of heart turn to him, who jjraciouslv vi^^ited thee in ear- 
ly youth, who gave thee a name and inheritance auK'nt: 
his j)eoi)le, and who. if the fault be ni»t thy own, will 
demonstrate thai his promises are not yea an«l nay. l-ut 
yea and Amen, and that his nirny mdurrth f»)r «. vrr. 

Ri( UAKO Sha( ki ^::■^'^. 
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rj:rri:ii li\. 

Mm \I .. I" -. 

Thk iialional nn clii-^- w:i*. I I:.>|) '. n\vii. d in dr^pt- 
in tlie -t'\( i:il *inih--«ir it : mv \uu,r -pirit wa«» fiVi»ur- 
edwilli b.ihu' lir«)!:^lit !«»\v. and plnimi! into iIm* d«'t|»^. 
a stat«' 1 l«'\r. Ik r.M!-.' I ln\r rii'.iiiiiiM .-: ain! 1 di«»ir'* 
no otiur ^lalr, nor any «»llii r HHjijM.rt d- fnnij, ijian \\ hat 
Inlmili' W i-lnm s«<> lii l«» a«iiiiini-hr t<» uw: In- know-i 
our sevc ral frames and l«\tun *, anti whal i-^ neri-^^ary 
and be*l lor n<: In- i- tin* \\i<i* pnii»r, \\h«» kn«)w«i when 
and lh»w to um* the fu'i* and walrr. t«ihaid«n. to »»nfun. 
and to let the vc-mI "-lan*! in a |»rrparintx ^'tatf fi»r ihc 
appointed timi': he is the wIm* hnUM-holder, who at hi'* 
plea>ure oitupie^thf m-^**! when pri'[>ared : yet t\en 
then, when he lakes it down, clean>es it afrt*h lur use. 
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May we, in every stage of the operation of his plastick 
hand, be submissive, content to remain as on our mouths, 
turned upside dowrn, or standing as on the shelf unoccu- 
pied, as well as using all diligence of spirit to be in a 
state of readiness for any little use, which perhaps the 
Master may suddenly require! His tried, experienced, 
faithful servants with one voice declare that he is the 
best of masters ; and I am sure this life seems a poor, 
insipid, paltry round of care and cumber, vanity and 
folly, unless it be sweetened, animated and renewed by 
the spirit of Christianity entering into and among our 
feelings ; so, my beloved, go on and prosper in thy own 
little way, attentive to please the husband of souls, 
learning of him at home, simply and honestly doing what- 
ever he bids thee ; not too much looking out and musing 
on what this or that body will say or think, but cultivat- 
ing retiredness of spirit, and attending to the gift which 
is in thee : so be it. 

Richard Shackleton. 



LETTER LX. 

lOth Mo. 1786. 

Such is the excellent nature of this holy power, that 
the more the gift is exercised (under a lively influence) 
the brighter it shines, the stronger it grows, and the 
more the precious anointing accompanies it. But un- 
faithfulness, disobedience, spiritual indolence, will al- 
ways gradually work its decay ; and then uncomforta- 
bleness, unpleasantness, uneasiness, and indeed unhap- 
piness crowd in from all quarters, from within and from 
without ; a host of foes, and our best friend and ally 
alienated from us. So, my dear friend, let thou and I 

f;o on quietly and softly, and feelingly, in our own little 
ine of life ; if we get any little good for ourselves, let 
us husband it carefully, the times are poor ; but if there 
seems a redundance, let it flow, nor fear to waste the 
ointment ; and indeed if there should be no super-abun- 
dance for ourselves, if a famine should be in our land, 
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yet should we be glad to handle the hcAj fhingSi woifl 
being favoured to distribute to others ; for so doin^ M 
shall certainly get enough to keep life and aoul to» 
fher, and as the times go, we may be very well satini 
with this, "Thou shalt not muzde the ox which trei^ 
eth out the com/' 

Richard Shackletoi. 



LETTER LXI. 

lit mo. 1788. 

Last night we received thine, of the day precedi^ 
with an account of the final issue of your auxietieB i» 
specting your beloved infant, and it is the last and woii 
to be expected concerning her : no painful fears shad 
her Aiture conduct; no danger of her enterins inCv 
temptation of the enemy : no corruption of the lieii^ 
nor any internal defilement to annoy or destroy; M 
cares, conflicts, and embarrassments of this world to vei 
and perplex her, no more pain and sorrow of body wai 
mind, but an admittance into that kingdom which ii 
composed of such ; into one of those mansions prepared 
by the Father for innocent and sanctified spirits, whid^ 
for ever happy in a new state of existence, are doubtlefl 
glorified by, and are employed in glorifying for ever, the 
glorious Author of their being. Well will it be for us if 
we can but go to them. In order to which attainment, 
we that are continued on this stage, have a sharp and 
constant warfare to maintain, not only with flesh and 
blood, and that which is inherent in them, but some of 
us are called to grapple with and encounter spiritual 
wickedness in ourselves and in others ; we have an ar- 
duous fight to maintain, and great care, caution, and 
diligence to exercise ; else, instead of overcoming, we 
may be overcome of evil, and even near the end of the 
race, may fall and lose the prize. My beloved, thou 
hast received a gift for the edification of thy brethren 
and sisters; do not despise it nor the occupation of it, 
but diligently wait on thy gift, and exercise it in the 
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iplicity according to the ability received; so wilt 
thoQ not only grow therein, but grow in favour with the 
ereat master and with his faithful servants : thou wilt 
md that humility, fidelity and obedience will make 
way for thee in the hearts of the people, and make 
room for extensive service, to the increase of thy peace 
and tranquillity. Then, when cross occurrences fall 
out, and external trials beset, these things will be re- 
ceived with equanimity and patience ; " Shall we re- 
ceive good at the hand of God, and shall we not re- 
ceive evilf" But, on the contrary, where there is a 
desire to save self and its honour, a reluctance to ex- 

5>oseone'S self and become vile; or a disqualification 
or service, of our own bringing on ; then we are not 
only uncomfortable in ourselves, retard our own growth, 
accumulate weakness ; but when disagreeable events 
are permitted to befal us, they appear to us clothed 
with terror, and ministers of divine wrath.^In this view, 
I contemplate with satisfaction the account which I had 
of thy faithfulness in your late province women's meet- 
ing ; had thou returned home under the load of con- 
scious disobedience, what an aggravation would it have 
been to thy severe trial ! But I trust a placid serenity 
is the covering of thy spirit, and that thou hast blessed, 
and wilt be enabled often to bless, that hand which 
mercifully giveth, and as mercifully and wisely taketh 
away, at his pleasure. 

Richard Shackletow. 



LETTER LXII. 

11th Mo. 1788. 

IiTDEED my heart has been made glad in the house 
of prayer, on behalf of the visited youth of Ihis genera- 
tion ; the desire and petition of my soul has been, that 
nothing might be permitted to hurt them, nor to mar 
the work of formation in and upon them ; but that they 
may go forward and increase in the excellency of dig- 
nity and the excellency of power ; that so by and 
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through them, under divine protection and direction, the 
continued backsliding of a degenerate people mayjQi 
good measure, be stopped, and the Lord may be gra- 
ciously pleased to return to the many thousands of 
Israel. 

Richard Shackletov. 



LETTER LXIII. 

7th Mo. 17S0. 

I HAVE indeed abundant cause of tbankAilncsstoour 
Almighty Benefactor, for his gracious protection still 
extended, and his safe conduct of a poor and helpksi 
creature home to my family and friends. I have ate 
humbly to acknowledge the daily supplies every waj 
aflbrdcd, " Profitable to mc for doctrine, for reproof, nr 
correction, for instruction in righteousness." Thus the 
rod and the stalF, administered in wisdom, altcrnatehf 
rectify and regulate, assist and comfort; and so poor 
pilgrims move along under repeated convictions of their 
own infirmities and insufliciencv, and under a renew- 
ed experience of continued mercy and divine aid. The 
yearly meeting of London seems like a home, or habi- 
tation to my spirit; I am dipped (1 trust) in some degree 
into the state of the Christian cause, and engaged in a 
travail, and secret, silent wrcstlinir, for a bles!*in<: on the 
endeavours of the faithful in this day for the promotion 
of it. This 1 look upon as my principal business there, 
though a good deal of other matter relative to church 
afliiirs, falls to my lot besides, and calls for diligent ex- 
ertion of my best abilities. Upon the whole, 1 do hope 
this most important cause gains ground, and thcit though 
there still remains some old, fruitless, sapless trees in tlic 
wood, and many towering lofty cedars in our Lebanon, 
yet a great nuinberof promising young plants, hopeful 
saplings, have taken root downwards, and are shooting 
vigorously upwards. Much depends on their preser- 
vation from any annoyance, on their upright growth, and 
bearing each their own kind of fruit in due sea.*ion. 

RicHARii Shackleto.^v. 
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?; LETTER LXIV. 

pr. nth Mo. 1790. 

t It is often easier to give advice than to take it : it is 
fiasy to recommend resignation, but when the trial comes 
l[lome to us, and the exquisitely tender feelings of nature 
^re affected, then to say with the heart, " Thy will be 
done !" is to overcome indeed. And yet such a victory 
over humanity may be gained, and is often gained, by 
the Lord's children in their pilgrimage through this life, 
and being strengthened by his love and by his power, 
they can in all humility and gratitude kiss the rod 
which chastises them, and bless the hand which, in per- 
fect, through unsearchable wisdom, both gives and takes 
kway. Our sympathy with thee, my dear friend, is 
strong, and our hope (I trust) is not of the hypocrite, 
which perisheth ; our hope is, that thou wilt in the 
Lord's time be raised out of these glooms and pits of dis- 
tress : and having been made a witness of deliverance 
out of the depths of tribulation, and as it were the belly 
of hell, wilt have experimentally to testify to the suffi- 
ciency of that arm of everlasting power, which could 
deliver in such sort, as to encourage other travellers 
in like tribulated paths to hold on their way. 

Richard SflACKLEToy. 



1.ETTER LXV. 

3rd Mo. 1791. 

People may talk of the weight and influence and 
respectability of old age ; but if younger persons do not 
go forth in the service, and exert themselves, the cause 
will suffer. I am not for dragging thee, my dear friend, 
from thy domestic concerns, which are various and im- 
portant ; but if truth gently draws thee, and whispers 
that a duty is to be done, I would have thee follow its 
leadings and secret monitions. He that made us is all- 
sufficient to preserve ; the kine indeed must be allowed 
to low as they go; the natural part to regret tt\e ^^x\.- 
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ing with the inexpressibly tender connections left al 
home ; but the ark of the testimony must be taken onl 
of the land of the Philistines, out of the hands of the 
uncircumcised ; and blessed will they be with whofflit 
resteth. 

Richard Shackletox. 



LETTER LXVL 

6th Mo. i:C'l. 

The yearly meeting was large and solemn : and I 
hope that it was renewedly felt and experienced, tbt, 
notwiihstanding'lamentable declension and dimness inaf 
be acknowledged, our religious society is still owned the 
chosen people, among whom the lively oracles are de- 
posited, the gifts and graces of the spirit are bestowed, 
and the principles of pure and genuine Christianity aie 
professed. Declamatory speeches in the yearly meet« 
ing I think gradually decrease. 1 wish I could say that 
I think there is much increase of the authority and 
weight which ought to accompany the ollcrings of the 
tribes, rulers and princes of the people. But I trust 
things will mend : a younger sort will come forward* 
who being of clean hands will grow stronger and strong- 
er, who, having washed their hands in innocence, wOl 
campass the Lord's altar with acceptance, and who* 
being themselves consecrated by the divine anointing, 
will be rightly authorised and inllncnced to nieJJk 
with holv con>c(ratc(i things- 

Thoulvn()wc«it that thy poor friend's chief joy i<, lo 
sec that the children of the Elect Ladv walk in the 
truth. Thou hast received an heavenly gift, let it he 
of whatever denomination it may ; what matters the 
name of it I Attend upon it ; prize it ; it is the wisdi>m, 
which is more precious than rubies : exercise it when 
the great Master bids, when he comes, calls for thee, 
singles thee out, and puts thee forth in anv little service ; 
this is the wav for the waters of this life's alHictions to 
be changed into the wine of the kingdom, tuid for the 
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ws and perplexities of this world to be turned info 
renly joy. Nothing short of hearkening and obeying 
•So ; but this will do all for thee, and mir^e than 
P canst ask or think. 

UlCHARD ShACKLBTOH. 



LETTER LXVII. 

CUi Mo. 1791. 
This life is the field of battle, and our most dangerous 
enemies are those of our own houses. May the lamp of 
God in the temple of our hearts, be kept still renewed 
and replenished with heavenly oil, that we may have 
a clear sight of what is doing within us, lest we should 
tbtnk otherwise of ourselves than we really are. Puri- 
ty of heart is a main qualification for being of any ser- 
vice in the church of Christ, Let us then use all dili. 
gence to obtain and to retain this precious state. 
" Blessed arc the poor in heart, for they shall see God;" 
tbey shall clearly discern the things which belong to 
his kingdom ; and when they speak of them, it will be 
(rfwhat tbey have seen with their (spiritual) eyes, and 
what they have " Looked upon ;" what has been 
brought by the holy spirit before their internal view, 
as an object of contemplation for themselves, and a sub- 

Eiich they are authorized to handle with clean 
and with hallowed lips to communicate to others. 
Richard Shackletok. 
Vi 
in 



LETTER LXVIII. 

mil Mo. 1791. 
jOVK to see business, the Lord's business, going for- 
., I, and the youth stepping into their lots, experi- 
mental witnesses of the power of an endless life, fresh, 
fueling, and full of good matter, loving their Master, 
and willing to give that proof of it, which he peculiarly 
requires, that is, to feed his lambs and his sheep. A 
little longer time, and we are numbered to the s\WiA 
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frave, in common with all the eeneratioDs which hm 
een before us : let us then, \Tnile we are here, Kfk 
for help to do our duty acceptably in the sight of ov 
great Judge; that so at the awful day of decision, inr 
spirits, disrobed of this mortal clothing, may h^r the 
blessed sentence with unspeakable joy, and be merci- 
fully separated to eternal felicity. 

Richard Shackletct. 



LETTER LXIX. 

7th Mo. 1793. 

1 THivK it a pity that he should be so much confinei 
but perhaps it may be best ; some confinement causes 
us to enjoy liberty with a keener relish, to prize it more 
highly, and to be more grateful for it, as well as to efr 
dcavour to turn it to the best advantage. Time nsi 
opportunity are precious things, but very unstable aol 
fleeting, and should be diligently improved. I sup- I 
pose thou art now confined at home, and not at tiie 
general assembly at Limerick. Yet of so excellent a 
nature is ihe holy principle which we proft-ss as the 
main spring of our religious movement>. that distance 
docs not always cji'sunite : there may be a creat travail, 
union and communion of spirit, where there is a bodily 
separation. '• He that is joined in spirit to the Lord.B 
joined to all the livinir.'* 

Richard Shackletox. 



LETTER LXX. 

2d Ml. :Tt:i iTyl. 

Ox my return from I was saluted with thy 

kind t|»i-t:o. It wa^, and is. v«.ry uraii ful to mt-, and 
I shall c-tt.om it a favour to bo lht»U|:ht \^orthy uf the 
continue! fruit- ol ihy triciuiship and little leisure. 
There are tnany i ro'^^ ivcurrcnccs which di^.juiet the 
mind, ai.vl if l)i\ir.e rrovivicnco should, on the other 
baud, caii up some frc>h uhmus ot consolation and re- 



paent, why should not we avail ourselves of his 
tjl A new correspondence, like a new well 
led in the course of pilgrimage and dry travel, may, 
r the blessing, and " by the directioa of the law- 
'," prove comfortable and strengthening for the 
Pney. I often think of thee, and my cogitations 
j^bout thee are attended with sympathy and compas- 
' sion ; my mind's eye views thee in the valley of afflic- 
' tion ; he not restless, hut remain there the appointed 
time, and the Lord is able to make this " valley of 
Achor (which is trouble) a door of hope." He can 
cause the ground of this same affliction to be produc- 
tive of the most salutary increase, so that not only 
" Sharon shall be a fold of flocks," but even ■' the val- 
j ley of Achor, a place for herds to lie down in i" but 
tlus happy experience is for " my people that have 
Bought me," saith the Lord. Mayest thou be strength- 
ened then continually to seek the Lord, who in inscrut- 
able wisdom orders or permits the close trials which 
sometimes beset us. i know nothing we can do more 
likely to benefit ourselves, and those whose welfare is 
nearest to our hearts, than to keep diligently to an holy 
travail and wrestling of spirit on our own and their 
behalf. Our own prudence and policy often fail, and 
the influence of nature itself loses its sway, where it 
has all right to rule and govern ; but even the king's 
heart is in the hand of the Lord, as " the rivers of 
waters he lurneth it whithersoever he will." I was » 
pleased to hear thou wast out on church service. I 
am persuaded that no worldly business detains thee at 
home with the consent of they will : and I doubt not 
but it is (as it certainly ought to be) thy studious en- 
deavour to get thy head, hands and feet (as I believe 
thy heart is already) loose, and become more and more 
the Lord's freeman. Remember the call, " Shake thy- 
self (not only from the grosser and more defiling part, 
but) from the dust, 0. Jerusalem ;" and loose thyself 
" From the bands of thy nect, 0, captive daughter of 
Zion:" then will there be a putting on 6trengt\i aQiftua. 
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beautiful garments ; then will there be a receiving the 
gift in perfection, and exercising it to the honour of (he 
Giver, as well as to consequent sweetness and peace ; 
then precious virtue is known to go forth from the Hob 
One, as through the vehicle of a refined and purified spi* 
rit, to otlicrs ; and there is a rejoicing together in ttie 
great Master's name. Thus wilt thou more and more 
rise in the dominion of Truth, and get, in thy mini, 
over all those things which would agitate, and annoj, 
and turn aside from the proper centre. Thus, however 
useful thou mciyest have been in civil and religious life, 
thy last days will, by the increase of living sap, be thy I 
best days ; thy end will be happy, and thy example J 
live in sweet memorial among future generations. So • 
be it ! saith thy trulv affectionate faithful friend. i 

Thy letter seemed to congratulate us on the return of 
our dear friend Sarah Grubb ; but see what a. state of ex* 
istence we are in, how transient and uncertain. She 
just got to our national meeting to deliver up her certi- 
ficate, gave a short simple account of their visit to the 
continent, spoke as if herself had been nothing and had 
done notliinic, maunilied her Master's cause in several 
sittings of the nieetiuir : went to lier own home, and sa* 
luted her relations and friends there ; proceeded to the 
quarterly meeting to which she helont^ed, at Cork, la- 
boured there in the authority of the gospel, and when it 
was over, laid down her head in peace at our friend 
Samuel Xe:ile's Imuse, at Spring Mount, Mh of 12th 
mo. last. Her loss, as a member both of civil and reli- 
gious society, is very much rejrretted : but encomiums 
are superlhunis. — If we revere her character, let us en- 
deavour to follow her example ; if we ar<-' attached to 
the cau«*e which >he was so eminently enira^ed in, let 
us wait lor (pialitications to support it, according to our 
several mca-^urc^ and .-^Litions. 

hears now and then from the neighbouring 

continent, and favours us witli some account. We un- 
derstand the pnMious seed sown there does not seem to 
be lodt ; we rather hope that it has taken root and is 
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Jl springing up ; perhaps " The earth is helping the wo- 
-| man :" the convulsions and revolutions in that country 
- forwarding the establishment of the church of Christ. 

1 am now I see got near the end of my paper, and I 
;-. feel my love to you all abound and spread ; but have 
not left myself room to write it down : amongst others 
(if still on this side of heaven) possesses my af- 
fectionate remembrance. 

Richard Shackletox. 



LETTER LXXI. 

9th Mo. 4th, 1791. 

Remembering that I was in thy epistolary debt, be- 
lieve I should have written to thee ofiny being favour- 
ed to get well home, &c. but having Wen longer in debt 

to thy sister I thought best to pay off that score, 

and hope she communicated any intelligence that was 
worth imparting to thee. I hope also,' that the event 
.of a personal interview is no interruption, but rather a 
cement of our correspondence. 1 have just been re-pe- 
rusing thy last kind letter, with renewed satisfaction, 
and wish to be preserved in such a humble dtate as to 
keep the unity and much valued amity of such friends : 
indeed much depends on being preserved in this state, 
so characteristic of the great Master. A departure 
from it has proved the ruin of thousands ; and by how 
much more useful and conspicuous any become in the 
church, so much more conspicuous should this spirit ap- 
pear in them. 

This spirit, if kept to, will work wonders ; it is the 
well watered, well dug and well cultivated soil, in which 
the Christian virtues grow and flourish. Alas ! for 
many in our poor society, they have chosen the barren 
mountains, a dry and parched soil ; their roots have 
struck into a hard stiff clay, and they bear neither 
leaves nor fruit. But the great Husbandman is not un- 
mindful of his plantation, he is sending skilful labourers 
into it ; and not only so, but by his own immediate 
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power he has reached divers, arrested them in theirre* 
trogade, wayward course, and brought them into the 
way everlasting. So that, (according to my sense) tbei^ 
is encouragement for the faitlifui devoted servants It 
persevere ; doing each his own business, and that part 
of the general labour which is assigned him. Somein- 
dividuals may be sent on particular expeditions andicr 
vices ; but the discipline of the church is a general fieU 
of labour, in which no living member is exempt from a 
share. 

For my part, ever since I became, in some measure, 
acquainted with the Truth, and mercifully arrived at 
some settlement in it, my relative duties in religious so- 
ciety, and the share in the support of discipline, which 
I apprehended fcU to my lot, have been among the capi- 
tal weights and Durthens, and exercises, and distresses, 
of my life. As our inward frames differ one from ano- 
ther, so these things are harder to some dispo^itioDS 
than others. They have been particularly so to mc: 
so that 1 could say with Job, " The things that my soul 
" refused to touch arc as mv sorrowful meat.'* But I 
have lived to see a termination of many of thc?e con- 
flicts; I Have lived to see captivity led captive ; rebel- 
lious children l)econie loyal subjects ; and (he oppo?ers 
of truth triumphantly hearing its standard in the 
sight of its enemies, their former associates. Many un- 
faithlul profe.NSors al-o, whom neither irentle expostula- 
tions could win, nor repeated warnings intimidate, have 
been summoned before another tribunal to re reive their 
final sentence and everla^tinir retribution, accordini: as 
their works have been. () that such as n(»w trouble 
the church may awake in time, to a proper .MMHe of their 
state, ere it hi* Uh) late, while thedav ol' vi-^itation la*ts 
and a [>laee of repentance is yet to he lound : fnr, by 
reason of frecpunl re^lNlanre, there may he. a cevvation 
of the •'trivin;;s of <;rare, and the pcM)r creaturr, h.*l"t to 
itself in the hour of bitter di>lress, may seek an<i a«»k in 
vain. 

1 had the favour of a letter, some time ago, tVom our 
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mutual dear friend ; he was expecting to sail 

ihortly in the Pigou. Uis letter was fraught with a 
|irecious cargo of love, which he commissioned me in a 
particular manner to distribute ; it would be a valuable 
^mmission, if capacity to fulfil it were also added ; like 
a large cargo of guineas sent from the king's mint for 
circulation, which enriches the person to whom it is de- 
lated with " Dust of Gold." 

rerhaps thou wilt let me know if there be any thing 
new respecting our friends on the neighbouring conti- 
nent, or any other matters relative to the prosperity of 
the most interesting cause existing, or which ever ex- 
isted, or ever will exist upon earth. 

My dear friends at , I know kindly interest 

themselves in the welfare of me and mine. Be so kind 
as to inform them, that we are generally favoured with 
health and tranquillity here. 

Richard Shackleton. 



LETTER LXXII. 

8th Mo. 3rd, 1792. 

1 DOUBT not but that our beloved sister acknow- 
ledged for me the receipt of thy acceptable letter ; it 
conveyed the sorrowful intelligence of the removal of 

our mutual dear friend , and this goes charged 

with an account of the translation of another precious 
servant from works to rewards. Our well-esteemed 
friend and brother Samuel Neale, had of late years been 
rather on the decline, and these last three or four 
months grew much worse ; was seized with a mortifica- 
tion in his foot, and notwithstanding all the medical skill 
and labour bestowed, departed this life 27th ult. His 
head had been much affected and his thoughts confused 
by the opiates which it was judged proper to give him ; 
but at intervals of recollection and clear understanding, 
he put forth the evident sweet and savoury fruits of a 
sound mind ; of a mind supported by divine eflectual 
help, which enabled and authorised him feelingly to ex- 
press triumph over death, hell and the grave. 
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His travels in all parts of the world where our reli> 
gious society was settled, at one time or other of his lifer 
caused him to be very generally known, and the sweet* 
ness, liveliness, and tenderness which accompaiudi 
his gospel labours, made him very generally beloved: 
so tnat it may be said of this Samuel also, '* He dH 
" and all Israel lamented him." My youngest child, Sa- 
rah, had for a long time been attached to him ; with our 
free consent she was much gratified by an assiduous at- 
tendance on her honoured friend for several weeks past 
and was present with him, to her comfort, at the final 
close. Thus *' The righteous pcrishelh ;" but 1 hope 
it cannot be said that '* No man laycth it to heart" I 
trust these dispensations to the church, ordered in infi* 
nite wisdom, arc laid to heart by many of our youth ei^ 
pecially ; and that there will be a succession of lishen^ 
and fowlers, and hunters, who will diligently seek after, 
and preserve alive, the precious prey of the souls of 
men. 

I observe that when thou favoured me with lliy last, 
thou wast on the eve of a journey : I hope it proved 

!)rosperous, that peace was the ellect and the revard 
am glad when 1 hoar of thy excursions in the service 
of truth : such exercise strengthens the spiritual consti- 
tution, and the example of those whom Providence hjif 
been pleased not only to endow but to bless with evi-n 
this world's a/lluencc, hath a powerful inlluenee. Of 
how much greater weij^ht and u^e must it be, when 
spiritual ^ifts aie added to temporal loans J Bear with 
me, dear friend, and do not nfiise th(t word ofapproKv 
tion and I'lnvmra^cment when it come> rij^litlv to thee, 
or at least fnni a well meaning-spring: trouble and 
di«roura<{ement an? plentiful enou^rh. 

Vou rich men are really to be pitied, ami demand the 
cordial sympathy of your iViends. I am thankful thai 
there are a few of vou who bid fair for esiapini; the 
woe, and enterin*; the kingdom, flioni;h it ni:iy he 
through threat tribulations andatllictioiisof liiver^ kinds. 
'Tis but holding out a little longer, and the scene of 
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iprobation and conflict will be over with us all ; then 
f^m* spirits shall center in the mansions prepared for 
l^em. But our example may operate long after our 
l^^tence here ; as is said, ^' He being dead yet speak- 
ith." May the cause therefore of Truth, and its pre- 
vious testimonies, ever be dearer and nearer to us than 
iny other consideration ; and let us, like faithful Abra- 
ham, (the friend of God) in our heart and will, sacrifice 
every natural feeling and aflection to that allegiance 
which we owe to the supreme command and good plea- 
sure of our great Creator, manifested to us by the spirit 
of his Son ; this appears to be the most likely means to 
draw down the favour and friendship of heaven upon 
VBf and to preserve in us a better and happier state ; 
in that in which we have, under a sense of duty, ofler- 
ed in our hearts a sacrifice to the Lord. 

Thy sister favoured my daughter with a letter not 

kM^, advising of her and being outward bound ; 

I heartily wish them good speed ; they are taking the 
road to heaven ; thus diligently exercising their 

ts, and having it as their meat and drink to do the 
will of him who sent them. My best love follows them 
wherever they go, and I wish myself and family to be 
remembered by them for good. 

I hope our mutual friend is well; her re- 
treat from was, no doubt, melancholy, and she 

has intimately felt the loss of her precious friend and 
companion ; but I trust, the cup of mourning has been 
sweetened to her taste by the union and fellowship 
which death cannot jdivide. I am obliged by thy in- 
lixiiiation respecting friends returned to America, &c. 
Shall always be obliged by anj new material intelli- 
gence concerning the affairs of truth, on that, or this 
neighbouring continent Remember me affectionately 
to my dear friends. 

Richard Shacklbtoit. 

K 
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LETTER LXXUI. 

I FEEL unity with the meeting's renewed lahov 
^ith ■ . O what an element is divine love ! in dii 
the children of the light, live, and breathe, and wan, 
and act ; there is no infection here, it is clear, pure, ui 
salutary. I should be glad that the poor man migjit 
be effectually conquered ; thou art dear to me for haf 
ingso followed, and been so guided in service, as to be 
instrumental of good in his case. Thy prayers andtlij 
alms-deeds, that is, thy secret wrestlings of spirit, and 
thy private labours and communications will,nodoubl, 
come up in memorial. 

1 expect thou knowest that I received thine of the 
5th ult. the contents are such as thb state of existence 
often affords : we have indeed a cup of mixture to W- 
take of: but then it is wisely mixed and temperea bj 
the great hand ; it is not for us poor, blind, and ignih 
rant creatures to say, fVhat doest thou ? but patientlj 
to submit and bow in humble submission, and in a pc^ 
suasion that the Judge of all the earth doeth right It 
is glad tidings to me that ye arc getting on so well, and 
no doubt, cause of humiliation and gratitude to you both 
that the arm of everlasting strength has been experi- 
enced in such renewed and effectual support : there ii 
great encouragement in this to proceed in the track of 
revealed duty. Many have hurt themselves, and b^ 
come lame and dwarfish all their lives long, by letting 
in the reasoncr and discourager: consulting human 
prudence and propriety ; limiting the spirit, which ii 
the Holy One ; starting aside from services, like an at 
frighted horse on the road ; and being in great fear 
where no fear is. But thou, beloved friend, seemest U> 
have got out of the narrow ways and crooked paths on 
to the high road for travellers, leading to the cibr oftbe 
Great King ; and bv continuing diligent, faithiul, and 
devoted, thou wilt know more and more distinctly the 
Master's will, and be strengthened to perform it. Thus, 
if it be consistent with innnite wisdom to prolong thy 
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ife here, thou wilt be happy in thyself and useful in 
Sie creation of God ; and u a short warning should 
jumraon thee from this conflicting state, thou art pre- 
pared, thou hast nothing to do but to die ; this mortal 
DD put on immortality ; thy sorrows here to be changed 
into unmixed everlasting joy ; and thy example and 
inemorial will live and preach to succeeding gene- 
rations. 

Richard Shackleton. 



LETTER LXXIV. ' 

Alas ! lama poor weak creature, much more fit to 
be ministered to, than qualified to minister to another : 
jret I was quite willing to do what I was made able to 
do, that is, to pray for thee. 1 am glad that thou art 
oa service ; it's the way for thee to grow strong, and to 
get above the lictle glooms and recurring perplexities 
which, from various causes, cast down and disquiet the 
■oul. By being thus employed and accustomed to exer- 
cise, thou wilt become a trained servant, and be made 
capable to instruct others, thy fellow servants, in the 
daties of their places and stations ; feeding not only the 
lambs but the sheep of Christ. 

Go on then, my dear friend ; be not afraid of the face 
€i man, nor ashamed of the cross of Christ I repeat, 
as I have often said, that nothing more glorious, more 
deifying, more beneficial to mankind, or more worthy 
(» the dedication of all our faculties to espouse and pro- 
mote, was ever let down from heaven to earth. Plot 
only true civilization of manners and sound morality, 
but life and immortality (that is immortal life) and 
eternal salvation, are made manifest through the gos- 
pel A dispensation of which, I doubt not, is commit- 
ted to thee, in order to advance, according to thy gift 
and measure, these glorious ends. 

Richard Shagkletoit* 
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LETTER LXXV. 

I DOUBT not thou esteemest it a favour fnmi on li^ 
to be engaged, in the least degree, in the Lord*8 i» 
vice. Alayest thou always keep here ; low, hmdikb 
thankful for any scraps which may fall from the altu^ 
about which thou ministers. Oh, this humility ! Wba 
shall I cease from inculcating the necessity of it to tfaoK 
I love ! or from praying to be preserved in it myself; 
I am sensible, that though I should preach to otherik 
without keeping on this bottom, I may become a cast- 
away from divine favour. 

I note thy general silence in public assemblies ; I tniC 
thou art, in a good degree, a living witness of the suffir* 
ings of Christ, who was oppressed, afflicted, yet opened 
not his mouth ! To lose our own wills in the will of the 
Great Master, is the top stone of the building; then 
servants are in a state fit to receive orders, then the 
master is pleased to instruct them, and they are readj 
and willing to go on his errands ; they take the mes- 
sage clearty and deliver it clearly ; it carries convictioo 
along with it, and the work is blessed in their hand& 

Richard Shackleton. 



LETTER LXXVI. 

NoTWiTHSTAXDiifo the rcports of the ve^^l being 
wrecked, which conveyed our dear friends • and 

— *— 1 was for entertaining a hope that they were 
false, or that our said friends might be the objects of di- 
vine preservation; but further concurring relations 
have. caused that hope to perish. Yet a well-grounded 
hope remains, that, that part in them which b out of 
the power of the elements of nature, has been, and for 
ever will be, the object of divine preservation and ever- 
lasting salvation ! 'TIS true, the manner and circum* 
stances of their dissolution, appears dreadful to us ! but 
perhaps, on the whole, not attended with greater pain 
to them than if they had died in the arms of toeir 
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friends. Death is generally accompanied with some- 
ffaing terrifying to human nature : a lingering death is 
abo replete with much pain of body ; this our friends 
were exempt from, though it is very probable, for some 
bpurs they felt the horrors of their dreadful dtuation. 
They have shot the gulph ! the last pinching agony is 
over with them ! Now their near relations and the 
surviving friends are the subjects of our deep sympathy 
and tender compassion: may the Lord comfort and 
sustain them, and afiford an adequate supply from his 
inexhaustible treasury ! He has a remedy competent 
to every evil, and no depth of distress is out of the reach 
of his merciful relief. 

Richard Shackletoic. 



LETTER LXXVIL 

17th of 10th Mo. 1780. 

The near afiection, esteem and respect, which I bore 
lo thy late father-in-law, does not permit me to seem 
inattentive to his family, nor to be deficient in such 
visible token of friendship as is in my power to give. 
I therefore take this opportunity of expressing my joint 
concern with yours for our common loss ; a loss severe- 
ly felt throughout the borders of our religious society in 
these nations, where the report has yet spread, and is 
attended with peculiar regret. For as love begets love, 
that spirit of charity, benevolence, and brotherly kind- 
ness which so conspicuously influenced the disposition 
of this good man, did not fail to produce reciprocal 
JEififection towards him in others. We lament the steady, 
upr^ht friend; the pleasing, instructive companion; 
the lively experienced minister; the diligent, faithful 
labourer, removed from amongst us. His family, who 
more particularly partook of the pleasure and profit 
arising from such good qualities and qualifications, must 
doubtless, deeply leel the privation : but this sorrow 
will (1 trust) be so tempered with resignation to the di- 
vine willy and so mingled with a comfortable hope oC 

K 2 
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the happy end of the dear deceased^ that there will 
ensue a quiet composure of mind, and sweet unity witk 
hb spirit, safely centered in its holy rest — ^Wbat re^ 
mains for us is, so to pass the short uncertain time d 
our sojourning here, as that we, at the close of all, nmj 
join the spirit^ of the blessed, never more to be separa^ 
ed from them. Human nature recoils with horror at 
the idea of everlasting exclusion from heaven and ha^ 
piness, in the regions of woe and misery. And yet, if we 
would on any reasonable grounds expect to die the death 
of the righteous, and that our latter end dhould be like 
unto his, we must use all diligent endeavours to live the 
life of the righteous, that we may obtain at last the glo- 
rious prize, and not most unhappily miss so great salva- 
tion. Religious parents, devoted as thy dear father-in- 
law was to the service of truth, and indefatigable io hii 
labours for the good of others, not only purchase a 
blessed inheritance for themselves, but often for their 
successors: their pains, their prayers, their secret oflfer- 
ings, rise in sweet memorial, and their children and fr- 
milies inherit the benefit thereof; such, I hope and be- 
lieve will (through infinite mercj') be the happy ex- 
perience of most of the nearest relations of my dear 
friend ; and some of the branches of this valuable stock, 
abiding the purging seasons, and submitting to the form- 
ing and turning of the divine hand, will bear fruit 
grateful to God and man. With these my spirit hath 
unity; and I earnestly desire their preservation and 
perseverance in that holy path, into which the feci of 
their minds have been turned ; that they in their daj 
may be useful and honourable living members of the 
church of Christ, and that there may be a succese>ion 
of testimony-bearers to that truth which was first, and 
will stand last uj[>on earth. But should any of the visit- 
ed children of a visited family, the oiispring of religious 
parents, who have watched over them with tender at- 
tention, and often admonished them for their good; 
should any of these turn from the grace of God into 
wantonness, trample upon his witness in their coo- 
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Kliencesy reject the calls and invitations of his spirit, and 
IBt at nought their hirthright and education, surely 
iBneerous is their situation ; they are running giddily 
bm it were,) on the edge of a dreadful precipice, and 
OtoUying with their destruction. With all my heart 1 
wiah that the youth anoongst us were properly sensible 
of the magnitude of the danger of slighting, and neglect- 
big to cultivate, the merciful visitations of heaven. 
That which in mercy was extended as a shepherd's 
crook to draw them, and help them along, will, if de- 
spised and let go, prove as an iron rod ; the same sim 
wbich in the visible creation, cheers and invigorates the 
living, accelerates the putrefaction of the dead. '* As 
they did not like (says the apostle) to retain God in their 
knowledge," (which implies that they had once known 
him, and been visited by him) '' Grod gave them over 
to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not 
convenient ;" and tb^n follows a catalogue disgraceful 
not only to Christianity, but to humanity itself. O! may 
those children of my honoured friend, who from their 
local situation are more exposed to evil than those hope- 
ful plants of the same house, who have partaken more 
of parental care and nurture; may those, though they 
mav have wandered as into a far country, and fed on 

Slluted and unsubstantial food, be favoured with a 
ssh visitation and recollection where they are, and 
whence they have strayed; be minded to return to 
their heavenly Father's house, and experience the arms 
erf mercy stretched forth in great condescension to re- 
ceive them, ere it be too late, and the door be finally 
shut 

Richard Shackletox. 



LETTER LXXVm. 

19th of2d Mo. 1771. 

1 CONFESS it looks hardly decent in me to make no re- 
torn of this sort to two obliging letters which I have 
had from thee. Thou eoquirest concerning my father'^ 
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health ; he has had several attacks of (what is caM) 
a bilious cholic ; we were much coDcerned about Vm, 
but (through favour of good Providence) he has recmilBl 
finely ; however, his hardly suffering himself to be tahn 

E roper care of, subjects him to the danger of a retunrf 
is disorder, and us to frequent fears respecting hki; 
manifold indeed is the loss we shall sustain by the tru» 
lation of my venerable father ; but the loss of la 
weighty spirit, exemplary life, and lively services inov 
poor destitute society, would be most of all to be h* 
mented. A cause, dear friend, worthy the attachmol 
of the most dignified natures ; a mystery so glorioia 
that even angels have desired to pry into it C3irUi- 
anity in its purity, undefiled with the mixture of worii' 
ly wisdom and superstitious ceremonies, hath been re- 
vealed from heaven to our ancestors. They nobly stool 
by it, and faithfully kept that which was committed to 
their trust : they have rested from their labours hut, 
and are now in the full possession of the fruits of thett 
labours, even life eternal. There still remains the 
same cause to be supported in our generation ; the same 
conflict to be maintained with the grand adversaiy of 
our happiness, c'lnd the corruptions of our fallen nature: 
the same and only ciTectual means of victory ; and the 
same immortal crown at the end for him that overcom- 
eth. But where are now the comba tints ? The multi- 
tude professing to walk in the way of truth, arc not in 
the way ; they arc not spiritually minded ; they mind 
their own things, not the things of God; hence a gene- 
ral indifference, as to the life and virtue of religion, has 
overspread us as a leprosy ; our minds are not in a state 
prepared for that intercourse with the divine spirit, io 
which consists the happiness both of men and angclsL 
Those gifts and graces which the Father of Lights and 
Spirits would pour out upon the living members of his 
church, arc withheld, and the shame of our nakcdncas 
is visible, even to them that are without. Think of 
this, beloved friend, and let sorrow seize thy heart, be- 
cause these things are so. Open thy heart to the con- 



BBLieiOUS SITBJECTS. 118 

nctioDS and judgments which are the preparatory dispen* 
iRtion to the reception of pure and unmixed good. <' Open 
9 thy doors, O Lebanon, and let the fire consume thy 
-**^cedars !" If I am not mistaken, thou art not altogether 
vnacquainted with this work. Thou hast felt something 
of the corroding smart of judgment for evil ; thou hast 
ielt the gentle drawings and invitations of the spirit, al- 
kuing thee out of the friendship and familiarity of the 
^orld, and oJBfering thee a ** place and a name in the 
** Lord's house and within his walls, better than of sons 
<' and of daughters." Thou hast seen and felt the in- 
stability and uncertainty of the nearest and dearest 
temporal enjoyments; and the great vacuum, the in- 
aliity , the insufficiency of worldly gratifications to satis- 
fy the aspirations and longings oi an immortal soul, have 
at times been opened to thy understanding and view. 
Mayest thou, dear friend, ponder deeply where thou 
art; and whether thou hast, in a noble, unreserved de- 
dication of all, obeyed the heavenly vision. Whether 
we seek great things for ourselves or not, our time 
passes quickly over, our places here will soon know us no 
more, and the Lord is determined to bring this evil (of 
death) upon all flesh, and that wonderful fabrick of our 
bodies, which he hath made, will he break down. Hap- 

Ey will it then be for those, who, their lives being spent 
ere in humble circumspect walking, and the service of 
the best of masters, will have it said to them individu- 
ally, "Well done, good and faithful servant, enter 
" thou into the joy of thy Lord." 

Excuse this freedom which I have taken on this so- 
lenm subject ; a consciousness of my hearty desires for 
thy welfare, emboldens me to use it. 

Richard Shackleton. 



LETTER LXXIX. 

By a letter I have just now received from thy ne- 
phew, I am informed of thy great loss. Want of ear- 
ner information renders it difficult for me to attend the 
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solemnity, which is to he on that occasion to-mormr, 
were there not other impediments in my way. Jbl 
could not conveniently pay that mark of friendships [ 
therefore thought of sending thee a few lines, expf» 
sive of my condolence and sympathy. 

The pleasing disposition and engaging manners of tte 
dear deceased, endeared her (no doubt) to many olbcn^ 
as well as to my wife and me ; but a secret somethisg 
united us to her in a close, and intimate, and feeing 
relation. 

We loved her as a near and dear friend. She is now 
released from those long infirmities, which infinite int 
dom permitted her to pass through, for the trial of her 
faith and patience, and for her preparation for an ad- 
mittance into that holy rest which nothing impure cat 
enter. Refined and polished while here for the compa* 
ny of blessed spirits, she is (I doubt not) mingled in tbek 
happy society. We remain a little longer to stmegle 
with the difficulties and encounter the temptations wfan 
belong to this life. We are not yet putting ofTour bar* 
ness, therefore have no reason to boast, but to dwell ia 
awful fear. We arc, some of us, the heads of iamilieii 
principal persons in our places ; our precepts and oar 
example therefore must have considerable weight and 
influence. How necessary is it for us then to ask wis- 
dom of him, who givcth liberally and upbraidcth not! 
that by rightly fuliiUing all our several duties in our fa- 
milies and in the church, wc may, as we pass along in our 
journey, from lime to time, have the answer in our con- 
sciences, of " well done good and faitlilul servant, enter 
** thou into the joy of thy Lord," .-is well as that happj 
sentence at the dose of tiiis visible scene. 

My mind, while I am thus oniraged, is turned with 
tender solicitude towards thy beloved otVspring ; I be- 
lieve that many of them (and most probably all of them) 
have felt the gentle touches of ihe divine hand, and the 
invitations of the goo<i spirit, in the secret of their souk; 
drawing them from the spirit of the world, in its mani- 
fold appearances and shapes, and begetting in thcmde* 
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lires and aspiratioiis after enduring substance. May 
they vdth all diligence cultivate the renewal of these 
iBiidering impressions, and in all humility submit to the 
iperation of these cleansing baptisms, which purify the 
heart, and make it a fit receptacle for unmixed good. 
. ; A gracious Providence has not been wanting in his 
precious visitations to the youth amongst us ; but there 
■as been a great want in them, of following on to know 
Hhe Lord in the renewed experience of his humbling 
power, and in the further manifestations of his will con- 
cerning them. Hence the goodness of too many of 
them is but like the morning cloud and early dew ; it is 
9Pon superseded by a relish for the pomps and vanities 
of this world, and their baptismal vows are soon forgot- 
ten ; and hence a want of succession of testimony-bear- 
ers to the noblest cause, which ever did, or ever will, 
HgDify human nature. I particularly wish for the el- 
der branches of thy numerous, hopeful stock, that as 
low a greater chaise devolves upon them, they may 
i|ek and wait for heavenly wisdom to direct their own 
9tep8, and influence every part of their conduct ; that so 
Ibey may grow in favour with their great Creator, 
and in his hand be made a blessing to the younger 
branches of the family, assisting to train them up, by 
example and precept, in the life of religion, and in 
that plainness and simplicity which adorn our holy 
profeiBion. 

Richard Shackleton. 



LETTER LXXX. 

Our meetings of discipline were held this week at 
Garlow. There seemed to appear some good fruits of 
the manifold labours taken lately ; and also sorrowftd 
cause of apprehension, lest, in some, the good seed then 
town, may have, in great measure, been picked out 
again. However, these things must be left ; those who 
are sent to plant and water, laithfully doing their duty, 
are clear ; the consequential increase is of the Lord ot 
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the harvest Indeed, in this UMtrumental labour, thai 
is great need of skill, and we are poor, blindp falMi 
creatures. What must we do then that feel oundia 
called to labour in our various departments 7 Ask 
sel of God, be diligent in his business, and fervent ia 
spirits ; earnestly de^ring that he may keep our kit 
when we officiate in his nouse, lest following (throqk 
ignorance and mistake, not willing intention) the kS 
ings of the imagination, and that which is natural. «t 
gradually and insensibly lose sight of the spiritual gaiit, 
and the grand enemy, ever restless and on the watck 
even among the assemblies of the sons of God, workkr 
in the mystery, prevail to substitute some mixture tf 
the creature in the place of the true light. Id sadi 
case, when the mind of the minister, in the exercise if 
his gift, is imprest with some little fear or jealousy, hit 
the right guide is disappearing and the imagination, tks 
natural part, is taking its place, I believe it is best U 
pause, to recollect, to endeavour to let the flutter a^ 
commotion subside, to be still, and wait to know what ii 
of God ; and accordingly, as the Holy Evidence speab 
peace or otherwise, in this silence of all flesh, proceed^ 
or desist, always bearing in mind, that too little said, 
may often be supplied; but too much can hardly be 
remedied. 

I doubt not, my dear friend, that thou hast long an- 
ticipated me ill rcHections and observations of this tort, 
though I thus indulge an unpremeditated freedom of 
dropping what unexpectedly occurs. I shall be sorry 
to give thee pain or uneasiness, which is far from mT 
intention, for I have, according to my small measure of 
feeling, true unity with thee, and cordial brotherly 
affection with thee ; but, as we are besot on every side 
with danger, a hint or caution, as from one child to 
another, may at times do no harm ; and I think I know 
so well thy honest, humble heart, that thou wilt take 
this in good part, though from a brother of a lower 
degree; for though the whetstone itself cannot cat 
yet it u of use to sharpen the iron which can cat 
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^^■mppose thou hast beard long before, or I would 
^^Baiitious of being the messenger to thee, of the de- 
jflBwe of our dearly beloved friend and elder brother in 
we truth. Wm, Hunt, who departed this life at New- 
castle, after his return out of Holland. The instrument 
employed for his release, from works to rewards, was 
the email pox. His companion. I understand, not ha- 
ving had that disorder, durst not approach him in his 
illness, which was short. Who can but feel for his 
lender weakly wife and numerous family of children ! 
so far distant indeed, but still only on another spot of the 
Lord's footstool, and doubtless, >? the fault be not their 
own, objects of his peculiar notice and protection. 
Thou may remember at the opportunity which was 

in 's parlour, at the lime of last Province meeting 

at . with what baptizing power the dear man 

spoke concerning some then present, who would soon 
be released from their deep and bitter baptisms, and re- 
ceived into a glorious place of reward : very probably 
the testimony might in part belong to himself. The 
great Controuler of events knows what is best for all, 
and each of us; and to his ordering we must submit. 
A little time numbers us too, that survive, to the silent 
grave ; happy for us, if by keeping near the appointed 
means of help (the all-sufficient grace of God), we may 
be enabled to fill up our several duties here, so as to 
obtain a place of rest and everlasting repose for our 
weary tribulated spirits hereafter. 

Richard Shackletom. 



LETTER LXXXI. 
I Received thy last and attended to the contents 
with a mind impressed with sorrow ; indeed sorrow and 
trouble are at times spread before mc, on account of the 
Mtuation of things in our religious society. What is 
the reason that many educated amongst us, should be 
such enemies to the truth they profess f Yea, the bitter- 
ness and enmity of their spirits (like thick darkness) 
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is to be felt. What must be opposed to those fiery 
darts ? for my part, I know nothing more likely ibr the 
honest-hearted to defend themselves and preserve their 
own spirits, nor to overcome the agents of the wicked 
one withal, than the power of gospel-love. This, if 
deeply and patiently kept to, will work wonders ; this 
is invincible, and it's armour impenetrable, fiut if 
this be in any measure departed from, or adulterated 
with self-love (which is the parent of resentment), it 
causes a breach in the panoply (the whole armour) 
of God, who is love, and so leaves some weak part un- 
guarded to be wounded and hurt If any therefore have 
been injured or hurt in this way, to a deep and steady 
search after the healing virtue of divine love, I would 
earnestly recommend them : and as this becomes ope- 
rative, and predominant in the mind, it will influence 
to say, and do these things, and these only, which make 
for peace ; and I am in the belief, that if patiently kept 
to, it will bear down all before it, and, in due time pos- 
sess the gates of ifs enemies. 

Richard Shackletoii. 



LETTER LXXXIL 

I AM glad that thou nicctcst with that respect and 
attention which may, in some mccisure, compensate 
the loss of domestic endearments. Indeed there \^*as 
hardly a doubt but this tribute would be paid thee. 
People of good breeding and good &cnse would hardly 
be deficient in this respect. On thy part I am persuad- 
ed thy faculties are exerted to manifest that thou art 
not undeserving of the marks of friendship ^hewn thi-o. 
A liberal mind is grateful to a high degree ; and this con- 
tention between benelits and gratitude has something 
very noble in it. Thou strives, my dear friend, 1 doubt 
not, to be arcumplished in a still superior sitile, in order 
for thy own improvement, and for a capacity tu acquit 
thyself, in thy station, with greater eclat ; for this pur- 
poee thou rcndc&U thou wrilest, IhoM ciAivcrsest: out. 



BELIOIOUS SUBJECTS. 119 

here it seems to me that a clanger may attend.- 



Accumulated knowledge is apt to puff up, and that 
beautiful simplicity of manners into which truth leads, 
may be unhappily departed from. The world has it's 
own customs, and also it's own language and terms ; 
delicacy, politeness, refinement, sentiment, are capital 
words in it's vocabulary, but of very equivocal meaning : 
the spirit of the world is utterly wrong and in direct op- 
position to the spirit of genuine Christianity, as the new 
Testament abundantly every where testifies. The 
possession of the qualities implied in those terms, even 
in their fairest sense, the treasure of literary acquisitions 
and polite accomplishments, however useful in their 
places, are not the essential good, are not the one thing 
absolutely needful, ** That good part which" the Master, 
who knew the heart, knew that ''Mary had chosen." 
and was graciously pleased, for her encouragement, to 
promise, that it should not be taken from her.^' May thou, 
my dear friend also, in thy day and sphere of action, sur- 
render thy heart, so to be mollified and modelled by the 
Master^s power, so made clean and right, that he may 
view it with acceptance and approbation ; thus the foun- 
tain being made good, and kept with all diligence, out of 
ilare witnessed to flow, the issuesof life : the natural and 
improved qualifications being sanctified, and the spiritu- 
al gifts super-added, human nature arrives at it's perfec- 
tion ; man then is made (but) little lower than the 
angels, being crowned with glory and honour. This is 
what is held out to us, the prize most worthy to be con- 
tended for, the favour of God, infinitely preferable to the 
favour of vain unstable man. Well deserving our at- 
tention is that saying of our Lord. " Ye are they which 
{'ustify yourselves before men, but God knoweth your 
learts ;. for that which is highly esteemed amongst men, 
is abomination in the sight of God." 

Richard Shacklbton. 
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LETTER LXXXm. 

Thou hast been of late so much the companioD of 
my thoughts, and the subject of my good desires^ that it 
has weighed with me, whether it be not a kind of duty 
for me to write to thee. I hope J am not very forward 
to write or speak about the most solemn things in a 
cursory way (and my own stock is so small, that I 
would not, wiUingly, be lavish of it imnecessarily,) but 
where can be the harm of sometimes commumcatiog 
one's feelings with a friend, and stirring up the pure 
mind by way of remembrance of- those things, which 
the hurry and cumber of this world, the inattention and 
distraction of our thoughts, the depravity of our nature, 
the allurement of our passions, and the workings of a 
potent insidious adversary upon them, are too apt to 
detach us from, and cause us too frequently to forgets — 
I love thee, dear fHend, and thv father's house, with a 
sincere afiection. I wish you all the blessings and com- 
forts of this life, and a better life ; and from those sen- 
sations which, in my hours of retirement, I have found 
in my own mind. I believe, that the good will of hea- 
ven nows in a strong current towards you : may nothinc 
in any of you divert or check its progress. It wiu 
qualify your spirits for the enjoyment of the goods of this 
life with the most grateful relish ;' it will support you to 
bear the evils of it with the noblest fortitude, and will 
finally conduct you (if you leave yourselves to be con- 
ducted by it) into the regions of unmixed cind everlast- 
ing happiness. This precious favour is indeed univer- 
sal in its oxtent and operation; but has more powerful 
otVoi^t and more general influence upon those who re- 
ceive and believe in it, wIk) are living witnesses of its 
virtue and etlicacy : waiting continually for the fresh 
Minplies of it, to enable them to discharge a conscience 
voui of olionoe towards (lod and man. 

.\monj; tlu^o tix>. this holy principle of saving grace, 

i« wont to o|H'ratc with |x?culiar force on the minds of 

»Uiii a$ an\ ixs it were, in Ihc s^nxi^ q£ M^. U i& the 
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seed time, which, if well improved, will he succeeded 
by the warm heams of divine favour, and the harvest 
will be to present advantage, as well as to everlasting 
life. As I doubt not, dear friend, of thy having been 
thus visited in the early part of thy days, from an in- 
tention of gracious Providence to pre-engage thy affec* 
tions to himself and the cause of his blessed truth, before 
the world, its spirit and its connections should engross 
thee in mature age. I am earnest, that the living sense 
of good, begotten in thy heart, may not perish, as in the 
womb of formation ; but nourished by divine virtue, 
may grow, and in the fulness of time, be brought forth 
to the praise of God, the edification of others, and the 
ffreat consolation of thy own soul. But sufier me, dear 
iriend, to say, a little thing hurts that which is young and 
tender, the very jots and tittles of the law and the tes- 
timony of Jesus are to be maintained, or the whole 
bond of his peace is broken. He that is not faithful in 
the little, will not be made ruler over much. That 
line is to be preserved inviolable, which divides the 
children of the kingdom, from the children of this 
world; their language, their manners, their aspect, 
their outward demeanour and habit, as their country, 
is difierent. It hath seemed meet to infinite wisdom to 
characterize his people by visible marks, and J am bold 
to say, they will never prosper in true religion accord- 
ing to the extent of his gracious designs upon them, who 
violate those marks of distinction and respect. The 
Nazarite is known not only by his temperance, but his 
exterior appearance. 

Richard Shackletox. 



LETTER LXXXIV. 

8th of 1st Mo. 1787. 

I RECEIVED thy sundry letters, and gave all the at- 
tention which was likely to be paid by a feeling aiid in- 
terested friendship to their various coi\tei\\&« \ ^iL^^KXidSL 
to have written from Waterford, to my dcax if«xA,^ 

L 2 
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afflicted sister, but I could not compass it, though I re* 
peatedly tried for it ; however, I did you all iustice in 
another way ; I hope sympathy of the best kind was 
experienced by me while I was there. That tender 
sympathy, wmch, in the mystery of spiritual unity, 
helps to bear the infirmities of our beloved friends, aiid 
ministers strength and consolation to them in the hidden 
life ; that sjrmpathy in which fresh and earnest peti- 
tions are secretly put up to Him, who sees and knows 
the deep and pungent distress of his poor creahires 
from various causes: and who only can, efiectually, re- 
lieve them. Indeed, my dear friend, 'many and various 
are the distresses of our fellow creatures of the human 
species ; and 1 love to feel for them and with then, 
though I am not at all personally acquainted with tbenu 
Mankind is at all times very near my heart, and I think 
it alien from humanity, as well as Christianity, to be 
insensible to the suiTerings of any. Thy beloved sister's 
trouble is great indeed, her trial is acute and poignant, 
but if she compares it with the calamities, the pains, the 
embarrassments, the distresses of body and mind, which 
many labour under, without experiencing proper care, 
pity, or assistance; — multitudes, like poor Jjaznrus, 
oppressed with want and disease, and numbers like the 
rich man, in a still worse condition, living as without 
God in this world, and just about entering into the 
everlasting torments of the next ; if she compares her 
situation with these, how great is the balance of grati- 
tude on her side of the account. Many are the consi- 
derations and circumstances which pre{>ondenite in fa- 
vour of a humble patient resignation to the diviiu' will ; 
this sweet child was removed in innocence, she h:w es- 
caped the dangers and temptations of this stap; uf ex- 
istence: she has escaped the horrors of etcTna I niisiery : 
her pure spirit (we have cause to believe) is for ever 
centered in uninterrupted joy. She was taken otF, not 
by her parents bringing a disorder upon her when in 
perfect health, but by the visitation of sickness, brought 
ao, arpermiitedf by Him, who bean T\Ae oci eoLtVYi ^)k!^ 
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well as in heaven, and does all things right and well. 
If it had been consistent with infinite wisdom, that the 
sweet babe should have contimed longer in this life, 
and that it's near connections should not have had this 
grevious affliction, Omnipotence, no doubt, would have 
ordered accordingly, and the present dispensation would 
not have been at all allotted to you. Or if it had been 
consistent with the same wisdom that the chastisement 
should have been less severe, the same power could 
have prevented those circumstances from attending, 
which embitter the sensations arising from this sorrow* 
f ul event ; so, on looking every way at it, there appears 
nothing remaining, but in a child-like state submissive- 
ly to kiss the rod, and patiently resign to the divine will. 
And that this may be your happy experience, is my 
sincere desire ; that whether the Lord Almighty gives, 
or withholds, or takes away, his name may be blest 
and sanctified among you. 

Richard Shackleton. 



LETTER LXXXV. 

23rd of Ist Mo. 1763. 

When 1 am led to believe that our forefathers, in the 
laist century, were called to hold forth again in their 
lives and principles that most holy faith, (even Christi- 
anity in its purity) which Christ Jesus taught to his im- 
mediate followers, and established on earth, to remain 
to the end of the world ; when I ponder that we are 
the successors in the same faith of those dignified an- 
cestors, and illustrious sons of the morning of our day, 
and that the same cause is now committed to us, to be 
maintained in the same spirit and by the same power : 
I say, when these things are brought under my solid 
reflection, I am, at times, weighed down under a sense 
of the awful station 1 am placed in by the wisdom of 
Providence, even to be a professor of this religion of 
Christ ; so that l^am ready to say, " Ho\vdve^AtAS&>iM»; 
place." If then it is so awful a matter to ipTofc«&^^\tf^ 
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religiob, as a private member of society, how much 
more so must it be to be set apart as a choseD vessel to 
convey the quickening virtue of it toothers? How 
great degrees of purity and holiness are requisite here, 
not only m a private capacity to be enabled to set an 
example of performing the will, but abo in public and 
private to declare the whole counsel of Grod ? These 
have not only the temptations to grapple with, which 
are incident to all in general ; but as they are of 
particular use in carrying on this glorious work, the 
grand opposer of it plays hb engines in a particular 
manner against them, and forms schemes deeply laid, 
in the mysteries of iniquity, that if he cannot utterly de* 
stroy their faith, he may render them less useful than 
infinite wisdom intended, and rob them, in some part, of 
the weight of their present and future crown, and the 
church of the benefits which might accrue from the 

ferfections of the gifts and graces bestowed upon them. 
t is this enemy's grand employment, dear friend, to be 
constantly endeavouring to defile the vessel, through 
which the divine intelligence is at times communicated 
to the people, and divine life conveyed ; for there is no 
other excellence required in the instrument, but that it 
be clear and clean. It seems to me as though he had 
principally three ways by which he strives to cfiect 
this purpose. Tirst, he would so hurt the vessel, or 
pipe, as that none at all of this precious liquor should 
enter it : but that which once was a vessel of honour 
should be laid aside as useless. Secondly, ther^is dan- 
ger lest the vessel, though in a good measure clean and 
free from filth of any kind, for want of being suflicicnt* 
ly imbued with the savour of the liquor passing often 
enough through it, should impregnate and adulterate 
the liquor with some quality inherent in, or accidental 
to, the vessel itself. And, lastly, the pipe may be pol- 
luted by the sediments of this same precious liquor, 
which should be entirely cleansed out, or will be like 
the mnnnn gathered yesterday, and loathed by those 
whose Jwalth and appetite is good* and n«\» CAXk qic\^ 
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be satisfied with wine well refined off the lees. I doubt 
not, dear friend, but thou hast anticipated in thy own 
knowledge and experience any broken hints which I 
can ofier on this subject, though I thus indulge an in- 
clination of freely communicating my sentiments to 
thee. I own I do, above all things, love this most noble 
cause, our holy religion ; and I do believe, that thou, 
(among many others) hast been called and qualified to 
bear public testimony to it. 1 fear also, that several 
"who have been thus called, have, by one means or 
other, been prevented from coming up in that degree of 
burning and shining lustre which was intended, and so 
our poor society has missed the benefit (which it so 
greatly wants) of the full degree and measmre of in- 
strumental help designed it, to its very great and ap- 
parent loss. My heart's desire is, that all of us, who 
are touched with a sense that those things are so, may 
diligently wait at the fountain head * of wisdom and 
strength, that we may, by firesh supplies, from thence, 
be enabled to come up nobly in the stations, severally 
allotted to us ; neither going before, nor staying behind 
our proper ranks ; not going forth in the arms or habit 
of another, nor in the presumption of strength aforetime 
experienced ; but with the effectual (though to our- 
selves and others) seemingly slight and contemptible 
weapons, which, for the time being, it shall please di- 
Tine wisdom to furnish us with. So shall the Lord's 
strength be made perfect in our weakness : our own 
souls comforted and encouraged to go on, trusting in 
the sufficiency of every present supply ; and the church 
be edified by successful labour. 1 commit us both to 
him, who alone can preserve us alive in the root, and 
in his own time make fruitful in the branches. I do 
very sincerely desire thy preservation, stability and 
advancement in thy own particular, and in a capacity 
to be more and more serviceable in the general ; and 
am, in true brotherly afiection, thy faithful friend 

Richard Shmjkust^is^. 
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LETTER LXXXVL 

The religion of some seems to consbt in the remem- 
brance of former experience, a rational undentandiiig 
of our principles and the discipline of the church, a per* 
sonal communication with divers of the foremost rank, 
and some faculty for speaking and writing on religknis 
subjects; when in the mean time, for want of loolmig 
and living at home, for want of watching unto prayer, 
and waiting for renewed ability to ofier the daily sacri- 
fice on the fresh raised altar, insensibility and incapacity 
gather strength, and leanness enters into our souk. 

Richard Shacklktov. 



LETTER LXXXVIL 

16th of 7tfa Mo. 1782. 

I TAKE very kind, and as a mark of friendship^ thy 
advising me of the removal, as well as the birth of thy 
first born. We naturally look about for those we love 
to communicate with them our joys and our grie& 
Among the many alleviations of the miseries of human 
life, a good and beneficient Providence hasappointed one, 
called sympathy, by means of which, our happiness is 
increased and our sorrow lessened, in the difiusing and 
dividing. Good and gracious and kind indeed is be, 
with whom we have to do; he knoweth the acutcncs 
of our feelings and the sensibility of our hearts : ♦' He 
doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men;*" 
and yet he sees meet to prove and try us, with causing 
in our minds sensations of exquisite pain. Thou 
art a man of reason and religion ; and it secm» 
superfluous to suggest to thee those considerations, 
which might with propriety be thrown before many 
others, such as thai the Almighty Controuler of the 
universe, does all things well ; that he only knows 
what's best for us ; that he atllicts with paternal chas- 
tisements for our good ; that these crosses and troubles 
arc otlcn concealed mercies and social favours : that 
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io any case, it ig highly dangerous, as well as improper 
to repine at the ordering of infinite wisdom, and particu- 
larly in the case of a youth removed out of a vain, a 
perilous, and a troublesome world, in his innocence : 
when it is so uncertain how he would escape the temp- 
tations, snares and pollutions which might annoy his 
Im^r life, and endanger his everlasting happiness. In 
reflections, such as fhese, thou hast (I doubt not) anti- 
cipated me ; but after all is said, which can be said, 
or read, or written, unless our merciful Creator pours 
in the wine and the oil to our wounded spirits, unless 
he visits with divine consolation, and raises, with divine 
support, we she^ll never know true and solid comfort, 
help and strength to our poor minds, under the pressure 
of the evils and infirmities which flesh is heir to. May 
we be favoured to get low enough, conformed to our 
great pattern, that so we may more and more closely 
company with him, during the remainder of our pilgn- 
maige, witnessing fellowship in his sufferings, and being 
more and more baptized and qualified to fill up our 
several stations in his church. If this perishable life 
be desirable for any thing, surely it is for this, that we 
may be instrumental in our generations, to propagate, 
to shew forth, to spread by our conversations, and the 
gifts and talents which may be bestowed, the glorious 

gospel which bringeth salvation among men. Time 

is assuredly short to us all ; during this short time we 
have only to labour. Retribution is at the end. As 
our works, so shall our rewards be. If we can be term- 
ed by the Just Judge, " Good and faithful servants," 
we shall enter into the joy of our Lord. May we set 
this prize, and keep it steadily in view, my dear friend. 

Richard SHACKLETorr. 



LETTER LXXXVIIL 

8thof9thMo. 1780. 

The riches of this world, accumulated even b^ bfinck^a^ 
industij^ mibout having the Great Di&poBiet oi^^icasv^ 
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in the view, and acting above the affidn of this life io 
bis holy fear, are often the means of inexpressible per- 
plexity and disqaiet, sometimes of the most dreadful 
evils. Whereas, a looking, a leaning, an humble de- 
pendence on him that feeds the ravens, and on the con- 
catenation of the events ordered by his Providence which 
caused the ravens to feed his prophet, is the way to pro* 
cure the divine blessing to be superadded ; and prevents 
that sorrow, that uneasiness, that restiessness^ that insa- 
tiable aviditjT, which worketh death to the innocent, hap- 
py, composed life. But though 1 thus indulge afreedom of 
writing, I think I well know both your hearts, and that 
they are in that place, where treasures of a far more 
noble kind than any which this world can aflbrd, are 
laid up for the poor in spirit, the simple and honest 
hearted, and for those who think little of themselves, 
can say little for themselves, yet are diligent in waiting 
for ability to walk in that way which leads to life ever- 
lasting. We have each of us our foibles as men and 
women, and have each of us occasion to be industrious 
in watching unto prayer, that the droppings and distil- 
lings of good may fall upon our branches ; strengthen- 
ing and fructifying t|^e holy plant, and destroying by its 
sacred virtue and influence, or at least correcting those 
frailties of the flesh, \vhich, like messengers of satan, are 
at times sent to bufict even those who are well-minded, 
and in a good degree parbikcrs of divine regard and 
notice. — Man is a complex machine, composed by the 
wonderful Architect, of various parts interwoven to- 
gether ; body, soul and spirit. The body requires out- 
ward food to sustain its outward substance ; the living 
soul must be kept alive by inward sustenance, conveyed 
into it from his fulness ; the spirit, or rational thinking 
part, should be regulated by that reason which distin- 

Siishes the human capacity from that of other animals ; 
is reason is also (iod's gift, and by no means to be 
slighted or rejected. If we neglect a proper care of 
our bodies, disorders will hurt them : if we omit to seek 
J&r spiritual nourishment, out aoiuift ViS\>)e in Aaa^gtc oC 
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perishing; and if we exercise not our reason to culti- 
vate and improve our natural understandings, to reform 
and correct wrong habits and propensities, and to form 
us and our manners so as to be pleasing and profitable 
members of society, our spirits may, in our pr(^ress 
through life, contract dispositions, which in course of 
time may be inveterate and hard to be removed ; dispo- 
sitions which will much disqualify us for filling our se- 
veral departments in life with propriety, and with ease 
and satis&ction to ourselves and others. 

Richard Shacrleton, 



LETTER LXXXIX. 

16th of 4th Mo. 1768. 

Wfi lost my dear mother, the day after thou and I 

Krted. I believe she longed to be released from her 
use of clay, and made a happy exit : I trust also, that 
her righteous spirit is gathered to and united with the 
innumerable company of the faithful of the generations 
that are gone before ; who had, many of them, little 
name or fame, or visible property among men, but are 
now enjoying an eternity of happiness ; while those 
who had their portion in this life, and lived in forget- 
fulness of the Great Giver, have met with a dismal re- 
version. 

My father still keeps his own house, employs himself 
with the land, and comes more frequently to us than he 
used.^ — He is a favoured man and knows where best 
help, under every difficulty, is to be had. He is like 
one of the old patriarchs that digged a well, and so has 
water of his own labouring for, to drink of. 

Richard Shackleton. 

LETTER XC. 

4th Qf 9th Mo. 1768. 

Mr leisure from the duties of necessary business is 
smaUy and this leisure is, (I hope) in a good d^ree oc- 

M 
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cupied by the weightiest engagements in life. There 
is a species of selMove or self-preservation, which it 9 
not only lawful, but absolutely necessary for ns all to be 
possessed with ; that is, each to take heed to ourselves^ 
Here is uncertain, and hereafter is everlasting. We 
should therefore diligently endeavour to improve every 
fleeting opportunity whilst here, to secure an hereafter 
of happiness. The husband apart and the wife apart, 
have each to work out (by diligent faithful labour) this 
momentous task of their souPs salvation, and to know 
it going forward with their day of renewed visitatioD. 

The world is deceitful ; its friendship is not to be 

trusted ; its assistance to us, in the hour of distress, is 
vain. Religion (which is no other than acquainting 
ourselves with God, and witnessing the peace which 
results from that cohfimunion) is the nelp and ornament 
of life, the hope in death, and the perpetual reward of 
its votaries in the world to come. Let us be roused, 
my dear friend, by the calls of the spirit, by the invita- 
tions of the church, by the work of the day, and by the 
necessity of the times, more and more to devote our- 
selves to the cause of Christ, and his holy undefiled re- 
ligion and way of worship of God, and of walking before 
men, which the blessed Author established on earth by 
his precepts and visible example ; and which (after a 
long night of apostacy) our fore-fathers, in the last cen- 
tury, were raised and enabled by power from on high, 
most nobly, firmly and faithfully to revive and maintain. 
Great and lamentable is the declension and blindness 
which has happened in our time, to the successors of 
those honourable worthies, professors of the same ever- 
lasting precious faith. Our city is not only closely be- 
sieged by enemies from without, but there arc virulent 
enemies, hostile confederacies, deceitful allies, and weak 
defenders, even within the verge of its walls. The head 
(the skill and understanding) is in a great degree sick ; 
and the heart (the courage and zeal) is faint. May 
the consideration of these things sink deep into our 
sauls, and take root there; Vet \t covet of^ uui^vei 
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crety as sackcloth within upon our flesh. Being dipped 
into sympathy with the seed under oppression, and 
dwelling in the house of mourning therewith, we shall 
witness our hearts made hetter, our inward man to he 
strengthened, and an ofiering prepared in us, which 
will be a sacrifice of atonement for past delinquencies, 
and an oblation acceptable in the sight of God. To his 
holy keeping 1 heartily commend thee, and to the visits 
of his quickening grace and good spirit* May it be the 
main employment of our lives, to seek to dwell under 
the renewed influence of it ! 

Richard Shackleto^. 



LETTER XCl. 

30th of 10th Mo. 1768. 

f I RECEIVE, witli much satisfaction, the account of the 
increase of thy family. May there be increase of pure 
fear and diligent waiting for the sense of divine favour ; 
80 there will be an increase of that blessing which ma- 
keth rich in faith, and abounding in good works. If 
there be any earnest desire for our own preservation, if 
any anxious concern for the Christian cause, if any 
humble willingness and care to make some return for 
all the favours of our common benefactor, this day calls 
for the dedication of all to him who has given us all 
that is good, and is over all, blessed in himself, and the 
source of all our blessings, now and forever. 

Richard Shackleton. 



LETTER XCII. 

4th of 4th Mo. 1769. 

1 WOTE thy incertitude about settling, and that thy 
desire is to be directed aright. Human projects and 
prospects formed by the best share of mere reason are 
very fallacious : and who expects or looks for any bet- 
ter direction in matters of such a nature ? Too few in- 
deed have a right to expect any bettef, «cA'^^V.\s^ 
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belief is, that if we were so happy as to be enabled to 
be inward enough in our minds, we should be favoured 
with a sense of what we ought to do and leave undone, 
in affairs which seem (many of them) rather of a tem- 
poral than spiritual nature ; as the great apoetle says, 
^* He that is spiritual judgeth all things." I wish tor 

thee, dear friend, and for thy brother to grow in 

this spiritual life ; that as divine Providence has blest 
you with the affluence of the good things of this world, 
ye may deeply ponder how the residue of the few, 
fleeting, uncertain moments may be best employed, so 
as to possess sweet peace while here, and insure an eter- 
nity of uninterrupted happiness hereafter. We are not 
all called to one office ; nor placed in one particular 
station in the body ; but we are all called to that life of 
simplicity, self-denial, plainness, humility, and holiness, 
of which the great Author of Christianity set us and left 
us an example ; and having felt of the \nrtue which 
proceeds from an union with him, we are called to shew 
forth an example of his nature by our conduct amongst 
our brethren and sisters, the great fraternity of man- 
kind, where ever wc converse among them. The great- 
est part (I suppose) of thy juvenile days has been spent 

among a numerous acquaintance in ; thy good 

sense and active natural understanding have doubtless 
influenced thee to remark the beginnings, the lives, and 
the ends of divers of them, and thou hast said in thy 
heart, the religious man alone is happy. According to 
my best sense * * is the place for thee, or its neighbour- 
hood, to spend the most of thy future days in : and may 
our common gracious Parent so reduce thee by his 
power,. so fit thee by his wisdom, so furnish thee by his 
strength, that thv latter days, as well as mine, may be 
better than the former part of our lives, more steadily 
feeling after good, more plentifully enjoying it, and 
more diffusely spreading the influence of it ! 

Richard Shackleto.x. 
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LETTER XCUl. 

f 7th Mo. 1769. 

By good education and good example they may be- 
come very valuable members of society, and reflect 
honour upon us all. But if the seeds of pride and va- 
nity, if indi^rence and insensibility about the most 
important matters be cherished, instead of being care- 
fully watched and picked out, they may miscarry in the 
primary and essential points, as 'tis to be feared 
others have done before them ; and then, what signify 
all the riches and grandeur of this fading, transitory 
life ? " Wh^t will it profit a man if he gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul?" Children in general, 
(and children of such promising parts in particular) 
are a very important, arduous charge : the subjects of 
solicitous, weighty care ; a forcible memento to us to 
be living, powerful lessons of example to them ; coin- 
ciding, and cooperating with the precepts, cautions and 
restraints, which' as we steadily and singly wait for it, 
the Author of all our right abilities may be pleased to 
furnish us with wisdom to administer, in their place 
and season. Even the heathen poet was sensible of 
the forcible effect of example on children, when he 
says, " Maxima debetur pueris reverentia.^^ 

Richard Shackletoit. 



LETTER XCIV. 

8th Mo. 1769. 

1 HAVE many warm wishes for some of 's chil- 
dren ; they are near and dear to me. Indeed I cannot 
help rejoicing at times, at the beautiful prospect there 
is even among my own acquaintance, and within that 
(comparatively) narrow circle, of a number of devoted 
youth, who are caught in the gospel-net, whose eyes 
growing dim as to the splendour and gaiety of this 
world, who have been happily enamoured of sovereign 
beau^ and excellence, and h^ve in their h!eaLtV& fJciss^ 

If 2 
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that good part, which I heartily pray may neTer be 
taken (by the adversary or his agents) from theni. 

Richard SHACKLSTOir. • 



LETTER XCV. 

9th Mo. 1769. 

I MAKE no doubt but thou hast had thy head, heart) 
and hands much engaged about our friend i ^s trou- 
bles. We could not be unconcerned in a matter 90 
affecting to a family, for whom we entertain a particu- 
lar regard. We owe him the sympathy of our spirits; 
and for ourselves we may extract instruction and cau- 
tion from his misfortune. There Ls teaching in it. 
This world is fluctuating and unstable, and its riches 

uncertain and perishing. It is but a passage for us 

to another country, which is unchangeable, and where 
our lot will be fixed and permanent. — Great then cer- 
tainly should be our care, that wc travel steadily in 
the right road, which leads to perpetual happiness ; 
and that we lay up for ourselves treasures which wax 
not old, and riches which admit not of fortuitous dimi- 
nution, or decay. These, or such like, I doubt not, are 
the solid reflections which thou hast often had occasion 
to make, on observing many events of this kind. Mav 
they all work together for good to our afflicted friends 
and to us who bear a part in their affliction. 

RicuARo Shackletox. 



LETTER XCVI. 

2d Mo. 1770. 

How my poor mind delights to see the children of 
the heavenly Father coming forward in the experience 
of his love : bowing under his refining, purging power, 
and submitting their necks to the yoke of Christ ! — 
Some such I tnink we have in this villaee, to my great 
consolation in the midst of a variety of mstress which I 
have to pam through, and with these I have uear unity 



RELXOI0178 nrSJECTS. 185 

and fellowship ; indeed, my dear friend, where there is 
not something of this savour to be felt, conversation and 
company is to me often very insipid. When I had the 
pleasure of being under thy hospitable roof, there did 
not open much way for converse of this sort ; neverthe- 
less, I could not but, with particular satisfaction, ob- 
serve thy willingness to dedicate thy abilities to the 
service of the church there. I am glad thereat, be- 
cause I believe it to be an acceptable sacrifice, when 
we offer and render up our best, though the best seems 
to us of little value. Let us continue, dear friend, to 
hold ourselves ready to do any little service which may 
be required of us : let us diligently wait, and fervently 
pray for wisdom, that we may ever be preserved, do- 
ing all we can, in our little sphere of action, for the 
truth, and nothing against it : that so we may obtain 
the blessing, which alone can sweeten the cup of life, 
and even takes away the bitter from the cup of death. 

Richard Shackleton. 



LETTER XCVII. 

3d mo. 1770. 

I don't love dealing in hyperboles when I am about 
writing sober sense in prose ; and besides I know that it 
is not politic to be too lavish in commendation. < 

is near my heart in my best seasons : she bends to the 
root of life, and is engaged to make a sacrifice of one 
little thing after another, sacrifices which do not cost 
her nought ; but which are made in the cross to the 
natural inclination, and however trivial or unnecessary 
they may seem to some, are accepted of him by whom 
our actions are weighed. O these little foxes ; what 
prejudice they do the tender vines ! Be it pur care, 
my dear friend, to take them, to lay our hand upon 
them when we see them in ourselves and families; 
for they have done much hurt in the vineyard. We 
see none of those who suffer and indulge them^ C9(»ecw^ 
Sorward id strength and goodly 8tatuTe,\iftWX\%ls:\o^.\» 
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the praise of the good Husbandman, and the help and 
edification of others : but as empty vines bringine forth 
fruit to themselves, to whom cannot be appUed that 
encouraging expression of the apostle, ye have your 
firuit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. 

Richard Shackleton. 



LETTER XCVm. 

5th Mo. 1770. 

People are too apt to dwell upon the disagreeable 
part of a character ; they do not make sufficient allow- 
ance for difierence of humour, temper, opinion, dx.— 
Too many are not satisfied with feeding on this ser- 
pent's meat themselves, but they hand of it to others: 
the wife often, for want of better conversation, gives of 
it to the husband; he to his associates; and so the 
sweet harmony of good neighbourhood is spoiled; there 
is no cordiality of affection ; and the friendship is only 
nominal, {concordia discors). The precious truth, 
which is the panacea of human life, is the only eflectual 
remedy for this evil; as it prevails in the mind, it 
teaches (and qualifies too) to love as brethren. May 
this root of life eterna], my dear friend, more and more 
fasten in the ground of our hearts. We shall now in 
the meridian, and if we live to the decline of life, we 
shall still find this our best and surest support Our 
ever swerving from it was the original cause of our past 
errors, and the troublesome consequences which attend- 
ed them. On our regaining it depends our present, and 
the earnest of our future, real happiness. 

Richard Shackleton. 



LETTER XCVL 

6th Mo. 177a 

I WAS glad to hear that ye got something done with 
iboee litigious people at ■ Perhaps if the root 

cfbitteraem he not entirely eradkaUd,^^ ^IaI ia left 
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may die in the ground. Cut a thing often down when 
it springs up, and it weakens its very root, and at last it 
decays. However the less thanks to them who will 
not help themselves; who bind heavy burdens upon 
others, and will not lend a finger to remove them ; the 
less they will feel in themselves of the blessing which 
attends peace, and the conciliators of peace. Indeed 
1 think it a happy circumstance, that there is no more 
litigation than there is, among those who profess with 
US ; so few have about them the healing virtue which 
is most efficacious in these disorders ; because so few 
press through the crowd of opposing things, with humi- 
lity and faith to touch the lowest skirt of his garment, 
from whom virtue proceeds. I lament, dear friend, 
that a cause of the greatest importance to mankind, 
should be so voluntarily deserted by many to whom the 
Almighty has been manifold in his liberality, whose 
situation and whose talents, properly disciplined and 
sanctified, might render them serviceable in the church 
of Christ, white they are vilely prostituted to the world ; 
at the same time that a multitude sit down contented 
with a bare profession of belonging to a society, whose 
principles they are very little acquainted with, and to 
whose fame and character^ (which should be bright and 
illustrious among the nations) they add very little, if 
they take not away very much from it by their visible 
conduct. Yet, thanks to the merciful Creator ! who 
has not wholly repudiated his people, though they have 
in the general suffered themselves to be defiled by other 
lovers; there are to my certain knowledge (and I 
rejoice in the prospect oif it) divers up and down, whose 
names are respectable among men, who yet have given 
up these names to serve as volunteers on the side, and 
under the banner of Christ. 1 know upon what ground 
I speak it. Though separated in body from some of 
them, I am not so in spirit. In my hours of retirement 
I have repeatedly found them, and thee also, my dear 
friend, among them. I speak not only of past^buttsC 
late feelings. Some indeed have not ^.iN^\\R,eAL'*w>&^ 
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that steady pace which becomes those who rank with 
the Lord's host, aad wear his eternal badge : they have 
received of his bounty, and said they would enlist in his 
service ; but not being frequent enough among their 
fellow-soldiers, nor sufficiently observing their Captain, 
and keeping near the standard, they have halted (as 
between two opinions) fallen back, and lost ground : 
so came not forward in the service which was designed, 
for want of learning the exercise and disciplioe at 
home, and meeting frequently with their fellows in 
rank abroad. " Felix quern faciuni aliena ptricula 
cau/wm." 

Richard Shacklbtov. 



LETTER C. 

Oth Mo. 177a 

I FEEL a nearness which words cannot fully set f<»tb, 
^nd which I believe would not be felt, if we were not 
in measure preserved to be near the truth. The Lord 
grant that it may ever be the bond of our fellowship, 
and then our friendship will not be only nominal and 
worldly, but we may be of use and strength to each 
other in some of the conflicts which belong to this diffi- 
cult, dangerous state of existence ; and many indeed are 
the conflicts and besetmcnts which appertain to it 
Our own safe stepping, and the preservation of our fa- 
milies, much depend upon keeping near their chiefest 
good ; then a wider circle, the welfare of the ChristLnn 
society, of which we are members ; and a farther anx- 
ious concern for the happiness of our brethren and sis- 
ters, the whole race of mankind the world over, to 
whom we are very closely allied ; being all made of 
one blood by the same great hand. Too nuiny spend 
little thought about these arduous engagements and 
relative duties ; but for my part, I think it is highly be- 
coming a rational mind to look forwards towards a fu- 
ture existence, and labour diligently after obtaining an 
evidence, ao earnest of an inheritance everlasting, in* 
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corruptible^ and full of glory ; seeing that our stay here 
is so shorty so uncertaiu, and attended with manifold 
troubles. '' 

Richard Shaokletoit. 



LETTER CL 

lOth Mo. 1770. 

Health is an invaluable blessing ; yet even the want 
of it has its use. By that (or rather for that) we are 
deeply bound in gratitude to the Giver of every good 
and perfect gift : by this we are deeply humbled under 
a sense of the weakness and misery to which our na- 
ture is liable, and we feel a necessity to prostrate our- 
selves in humble application to him^ in whom is all 
suj£cient help. I hear since thy last, that poor — 
has made his exit. These documents (as thou justly 
remarks) should quicken our attention to a timely pre- 
paration. Indeed there is manifold wisdom in the fre- 
quent contemplation of this great event : it helps to 
humble, to rescind the too great luxuriance of a spor- 
tive imagination, to form in us a right comparative esti- 
mation of the present and the future, to wean our 
attachment from a place, where we are to have so 
short and uncertain a residence, and incite us diligently 
to ^ek for an earnest, a well grounded hope, an assur- 
ap^ of an inheritance among the saints in light. 

Richard Shackleton. 



LETTER CIL 

nth Mo. 1770. 

Since I received thine, I have att^aded the national 
meeting, and jfrom what I experienced in sundry of the 
sittings thereof, am still more confirmed in sentiment,^ 
that the glory, life, power, (or by whatever name we 
may call that which was wont to overshadow the as- 
semblies of our predecessors) has greatly departed from 
us, collectively considered in this daj* \{S&^ \^<^* 
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tion which should cover our spirits .wiih moumii^ ; fiir 
no nation, or people, or individual person, can sufier a 
noore intimate loss, than the loss of divine favour. It 
should also deeply engage such of us as have been mer- 
cifully preserved, yet to feel some little stirrings of life, 
to cherish, with all diligence, this precious sense, that it 
may more and more increase in our hearts ; and by its 
spreading, expanding nature, catch hold of our nearest 
connections, and kindle still more widely the sacred 
flame. As long as we are a church militant, there will 
be, as there have been, wrong spirits to conflict withal. 
It needs must be, that ofiences come. Bat by these 
encounters many virtues and ornaments of the Christian 
church (the Lamb's wife) are manifestly exercited, 
wisdom, temperance, meekness, patience, long-suflering, 
&jc. Oh, 'tis much to be lamented, that there is sach 
a declension from the spirit, and life and power of 
Christianity, in those called to revive the profession of 
it, in life, and spirit and power. My soul mourns deep- 
ly over the cause, because it is the cause of Christ Je- 
sus ; a cause which rightly adhered to and rightly pro- 
pagated among mankind, would pull down the kingdom 
of satan, release from his unmerciful yoke, which de- 
luded mortals foolishly and servilely wear, and make 
them inexpressibly happy, both in this world, and that 
which is to come. It is with pleasure, my dear friend, 
that I find my mind free to converse with thee on 
these subjects. It is a demonstration to me, that thy 
heart is in a good measure oliered willingly to the ser- 
vice of the day. If there have been too many years of in- 
attention, let the time past be sufficient : and by dili- 
gent waiting and frequent retirement, let the latter 
growth be strong, vigorous, and lasting. Feeling, from 
time to time, after that power which causes a fresh de- 
dication of all, thou wilt not only witness a getting do- 
minion over these weaknesses and foibles whichliavc 
too easily beset, and a growing in the saving experi- 
ence of ^ood, but thy inward peace and dooK^tic nap- 
pioem Will he abo increased by «eie»n|^\hie v^residiiig of 
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tiie same divine virtue in thy family ; and those who by 
the ties of nature and blood are near, will be made 
still nearer and dearer by the bond of a spiritual 
relationship. 

Richard Shackl&to.v. 



f LETTER CUT. 

6ih Mo. n:i. 
He ■ lies composed at present, often lifts up his 

hands, and waits the appointed time 'till the great 
change comes. Indeed the angel of death seems near 
his couch, but the angel of the divine presence attends 
likewise in this last and sharpest trial. 'Tia good to be 
near him, because divi'ne goodness is near him also. 
How long it may please the great Creator, that his ex- 
cellent spirit shall continue in his poor emaciated 
body, I know not, but it looks as if it would not be 
many days. 

Richard Shackletoit. 



^E LETTER CIV. 

I HOPE this will find thee safe arrived at home, and 
that home has an agreeable relish after thy long peri- 
grinatioD ; it is one of the advantages that accrues from 
travelling, that we return with a renovation of keen 
appetite forourdomestic satisfactions. Indeedit is great 
cause of thankfulness to him that sitteth the solitary in 
families, that some of us enjoy these satisfactions in so 
great a degree. 1 wish we may be enabled more and 
more to devote ourselves, and all that appertains to us, 
to the service of the cause of Truth in our geueration, 
remembering, every now and then, the station to which 
the church hath appointed us, and suflering this re- 
membrance to be as a stay to our natural vivacity; 
that by the inwardness of our spirits we may at the 
same time witness a growth in w^om, ?.\.tea^iBi «£&. 



J 
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nperience, and live and walk lively examples and sa- 
voury documents to others. This will make much for 
our peace in the midst of the troubles which we must 
eiqpect to meet with here, and for our preparation to 
have admission some where, any where, within the 
gates of that kingdom where the wicked cease from 
troubling, and the weary are at rest 

Richard Shackleton. 



LETTER CV, 

12th Mo. 1771. 

Alas ! my friend, this is a day of weakness and dis- 
tress, a day of stripping and uimine. It greatly be- 
hooves US to gird up the loins of our minds and be sober : 
that if the Master shall please to bid us do any thing in 
his house, we may be ready to do it, and thereby obtain 
his approbation, which is of more value than the smiles 
and favour of unstable men. For my part, I think it 
is disreputable (humanly speaking) to be indiflercnt in, 
or desert, or betray a good cause, which we have avow- 
ed and confederated with others to support and main- 
tain ; there is something very mean and ignoble in be- 
ing false to one's trust, and deceiving one*s associates 
with whom we have been linked tc^etber by sacred 
and solemn ties. But when this cause is no less than 
that of Christianity itself, the shewing it forth by its 
fruits in our lives and conversations, and the spreading 
c^it among men, through the qualifications ol the spi- 
rit ; as it is of the highest importance to be faithful to 
it, for our own sake and the sakes of others, so it is of 
the most dangerous consequence to act against it. ** For 
*' yerily 1 say unto you, 'till heaven and earth pass, one 
**jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law 'till 
'* all be fulfilled. Whosoever, therefore, shall break 
" one of these least commandments, and shall teach men 
^'80, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of hea- 
** ven ; but whosoever shall do and teach them (here is 
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^ conduct and preaching united) the same shall becall- 
*^ ed great in the kingdom of heaven." 

Richard Shackletov. 



LETTER CVL 

Thus one after another we are overtaken by some 
messenger sent to summon us from time to eternity ! 
happy those who, keeping. straight accounts with their 
Maker, witnessing daily the debt incurred by their 
trespasses, to be cancelled by his mercy, in and through 
his beloved son, and his judgments, are in readiness to 
obey the summons. Pain of body surely is enough for 
the poor creature to struggle with. May we in that 
hour, dear friend, feel peace of mipd, that peace which 
results from the consciousness of a life devoted not to 
serve ourselves only, but principally to the cause of re- 
ligion, which in the end will be found to stand all her 
votaries in best and most effectual stead A friend in 
need, is a friend indeed. 

Richard Shackletoit. 



LETTER CVII. 

lOth Mo. 1772.^ 

LfDUEo we are on manifold accounts debtors to our 
great Benefactor, and this query we should often know 
to pass through us, " Say what shall we render to him 
for all his benefits?" and as this inquiry is made in sin- 
cerity, we shall be likely to see and feel what he calls 
for in return at our hands : and this, my dear friends, 
will be found to be no less than our all. Our very exist- 
ence ; that this existence is not wretched and miserable 
with pain and trouble here ; that we have comfortable 
and endearing connection of natural and spiritual fel- 
lowship ; that we have the means of decent and repu- 
table support for ourselves and families, and that if hap- 
pily we are favoured to feel and feed upon any thing of a 
a divine and super^natural kind, wh\c\\ cxv^\^\>&\si\^S^ 
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through the dangers and difficulties of this troublesome 
uncertain life, and gives a gladdening hope of a jojful 
eternity ; all these are owing to the special grace and 
mere unmerited favour of our Creator, upon whose pro- 
vidence as we entirely depend, so it is our duty and true 
interest to resign and dedicate all, body, soul and spirit, 
time and talents, to him and his service, as in the course 
of his wisdom, and holy counsel, he shall call for them 
from us. There is (in the confirmed apprehensioo of 
several) a visitation, an invitation to the youth. Some 
seem to have embraced it, and to seek after the re- 
newings of it upon their minds (without which thev are 
not likely to retain it savingly in their knowle^ :) 
others bow down thdr heads as a bull-rush, under the 
forcible weight of the copious gospel shower descending 
from the instrumental vehicles of the clouds, and anon 
raise them again to look about at the states of others, 
01^ at the delusive splendors of a vain, deceitful worM, 
to their hurt and hindrance : and there are (it^s to be 
feared) of such visited youth, who have in their hearts 
departed from the sense of it, and returned like the dog 
to nis vomit, or the sow that had been washed to wal- 
low in the mire. While 1 thus write, it has been re- 
peatedly shewn me, how carefully we, who have arriv- 
ed at the summit of the stage of conspicuous action, 
and are seen in our several spheres, ought to handle the 
law and the testimony : how careful we should be to 
let our conduct and conversationshine instructively befbre 
all, that we may not by any lightness (to which a con- 
stitutional vivacity may bias us) give a kind of sanction, 
or encouragement to such as arc unsteadily sliding off 
the foundation of inward conviction and chastening 

{*udgmcnt in their own minds: for indeed in my appre- 
lension, the want of patiently learning these first rudi- 
ments of religion, b the grand cause we have so few 
good scholars in the school of Christ 

RlCHAED ShACKLETOV^ 



BELIGI0T7S SUBJECTS. 145 



LETTER CVUL 

1st Mo. ir7i. 

Tis true his ( *s father) uniformly well-spent Kfe 

must a£S>rd him on the retrospection, a conscious satis- 
&ction ; and I helieve he has the purest and best con- 
solations, in as great degree and frequency as roost 
men, yet he finds pain of body hard to bear, and when 
the strength and flesh fail, and the gloomy path is be- 
gun to be trod, nature shrinks at the approach of the 
final destruction of all that is visible, and the best have 
occasion for all their best support to stand the shock, 
undaunted. What then must the loose, the vain, the 
libertines, who have giv;en the lie by their conduct and 
conversation to a high and holy profession, feel in that 
day and hour, when they have no oil in their lamps, 
on treasure in store against that pinching time '( 

Richard Shackletox. 



LETTER CIX. 

7th Mo. 1771. 

He 's father) lived in watchful fear and cir- 
cumspection : he died in a holy confidence, triumphing 
over death and hell, and yielding only that which was 
mortal and perishable to the grave. The last words 
which he was heard to utter (and that only a short time 
before his departure ) were expressive of the help and 
comfort which he felt in the last extremity. And when 
nature could not produce intelligible words, his motion 
and gesture (well known to his intimates) were such as 
he was wont to use when his spirit was raised in the 
dominion of the seed of life. Since his translation, I 
ieel to myself exceedingly weak, sometimes greatly 
affected at this final separation, at other times more 
cheerful, and thankful for the many domestic comforts 
remaining. 

Richard Shackls^t^^^ 

N 2 
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LETTER CX 

dth Mo. 1772. 

1 DOUBT not but some of you wish for his ( ) 

return ; but am also of opinion, that besides the good 
accruing to them with whom he is present, by his presr 
ence, advantages may also accrue to you, mm whom 
he is absent, by his absence. If you do not feel joar 
strength, ye feel your weakness, and from this sense of 
want, ana the uncertainty of instrumental aid, I trust 
ye look with anxious solicitude to him who sees insecret, 
and is the only sure effectual help and supply of his 
people. 

Richard Shaoklbtoit. 



LETTER CXI. 

ISth BCo. 1771. 

Change is the condition of our nature and place ; 
and the support and consolation which is alone sufficient 
to give firmness to our spirits, and bear them up throueh 
and over all the changes which may await us, is the 
blessed and unchangeable Truth ; which whoever in hon* 
est simplicity adheres unto, he or she may pass through 
good report, or evil report, may be cried up, or cried 
down, may please or displease, in the estimation of 
changeable mortals ; but the present and future reward 
of such, is and will be sure : even that substantial 
peace which the world is not able to give, by all its 
gratifications and smiles ; nor to take away by its per- 
secutions and frowns. And whoever departs, m heart, 
from this blessed pinciple of truth, and maketh flesh 
(or these reasonings and schemes which belong to flesh.) 
his confidence, however he may be censured or com- 
mended by short sighted men, who judge from outward 
appearances, and see not the heart ; yet such in fliat 
state are not under the divine approbation, but dis- 
pleasure; and their end, without repentance, will 
hemiserable* I with you aU vnayYi^ dw^ioMi^ Xo isAkft. 
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choice of the good part ; I am persuaded if that was 
generally the case with you, a fountain would he open- 
ed in your family, to wash and to hathe in, to drink and 
to be refreshed at, to your general joy and gladness ; for 
the goodfwill of heaven has, I believe hovered over 
you, with blessings ready to be poured into your hearts, 
if prepared to receive them. And as to you the elder 
cmldren of so highly-favoured a familv, on whose ac- 
count my solemn ofierings have been often made, what 
can I say to you, which ye do not know 7 ye have 
not wanted for clear discoveries of duty ; ye have been 
favoured both with instruction and correction : by the 
same powerful touch of a divine finger, ye have con- 
ceived a disrelish for the vain, unsubstantial gratifica- 
tions of the world, and a relish for those solid comforts 
tvhich are in the precious Truth. For the sake of your 
own standing and growth in that which is good : for 
the sake of the powerful efficacy and influence of good 
example within your sphere oi action, I beseech you, 
my beloved friends, above all things, cultivate, the gra- 
cious visitations, which ye have aforetime experienced 
by firequent retirement, and therein diligently seek after 
a renewal thereof upon your spirits. Avoid, as much 
as in you lies, every thing which ye find to unfit you 
for this holy commerce, and let it be your principle watch 
and care to keep the vessel clean (no matter how emp- 
ty) which receives (when it pleases infinite wisdom to 
communicate it) that most excellent treasure, the joy 
of God's salvation. 

Richard Shackleton. 



LETTER CXn. 

2nd Mo. 1779. 

Maity changes happen in the course of time. Na- 
ture in every part of it, within us and without us, is 
subject to change. There is one principle of a spiritual 
kind, which changeth not, neither waxetK cAii^ \tfst 
decayetih Our spirits would do' NveW lo ^3K^ \v^^ ^siGL>X.«i 
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to be leavened, r^ulated and guided by it We shall 
find no friend, no helper, no counsellor like it here, to 
steer us, to sustain us through the perils and difficulties 
of this life; pilot us safe through the dreadful gulph, 
terrible to human nature, and launch us into that illia>- 
itable ocean of happiness which knows no shores. 

Richard Shackuetok. 



LETTER CXIII. 

itth Mo. 1779. 

What more is to be expected by any of us in this 
life, than an alternative of agreeable and disagreeable 
occurrences? Winds and tempests purify the atmos- 
phere ; snow and frost fructify the land. Let us then^ 
m the dav of adversity, adopt the language of the psaliD- 
ist (57. 1.) and in the intervals of tranquility, with 
which our merciful Creator is pleased to favour us, let 
us make good use of the present quiet and composure 
allotted, to cultivate, to renew, to strengthen our ac- 
quaintance with the omnipotent Author of all that is 
good : so shall prosperity, as well as adversity, be sanc- 
tified to us, and equally contribute to the consolidating 
of our present peace, and ensuring of our future hap- 
piness. 

Richard Shackletox. 



LETTER CXIV. 

1779. 
My mind is, at times, deeply bowed in thankfulness : 
but I feel that trarKjuility and all these lower enjoy- 
ments arc exceedingly uncertain ; they have also their 
alloy. May we be then like-minded with the roval 
psalmbt, " One thing have I desired of the Lord, tliat 
will I seek after, that I may dwell in the bouse of the 
Lord all the days of my life ; to behold the beauty of 
the Lord, and to enquire in his temple. For in the time 
of trauUCf be shall hide me in bis ^\V&»Ek\ \i& thA «e- 



cret of his tabernacle, shall he hide tne ; he Bhall set 
me upoD a rock," &c. 

^' RlCHAHD ShACKLETOK- 



K. LETTER CXV. 

SlJi Mo. 1770. 
Thou knowest, my dear friend, that religious growOi 
does not consist in writing and speaking on religious 
subjects : it consists in the divine fife prevailing in ouf 
minds. — Poverty of spirit is the plain, decent, every-day 
cloathing which properly belongs to, and becomes the 
Christian man. This cloathing makes us appear comely 
iu the sight of the Master and of spiritual men. When 
his followers patiently wear this garment, and keep it 
unspotted from the world, in hia own time (which they 
will find to be the best) he will array them with robes of 
righteousness, and garments of praise. But then they 
must be stripped again of these which are the Lord's 
ornaments, and possessing their souls in patience, must 
contentedly put on their old raiments, the ordinary liv- 
ery ofthe master's servants. Hence is seen the propriety 
of that expression of his to his disciples ; " The poor ye 
have always with you, but me ye have not always." 
Had there not been a word on this solemn subject in 
thy letter, it would have been very welcome to me, be- 
cause I know thy time to mention that subject is not 
always ready. What 1 was desirous of was, that, whe- 
ther absent or present, there might still be kept open 
a door of free communication of sentiments on these 
matters between us, by which some good might, and I 
think no evil could, enter. 1 can say of a truth, that 
fervent and renewed have been my desires and petir 
ti6ns on thy behalf, since I wrote last, and 1 trust thy 
conflicts and besetments, thy sense of thy own weakness, 
and of thy lack of best wisdom, thy indisposition of body, 
thy feebleness of mind, will all work together for good. 
Certainly the good will of the Almighty Benefactor is 
towards (hce, and good and gracious Mt\^ ' " 
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apon thee. Else, why should my poor, spirit be so often 
dipped into sympathy with thee, and such petitions be 
formed in travaU in the deeps, on thy account ? Oh ! 
be faithful to the discoveries of the lifijht which maketh 
manifest,, and to the rcquirings of mtj in the day of 
small things, and great will be thy peace, and gbrious 
thy reward; such as "Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, nor hath it entered, or can enter, into tbe heart 
of the natural man to conceive/' Do not be restless, 
uneasy and impatient, to quit thy place of probation 
and present tnal ; but rather use the more dilieencc 
(in proportion to the dangers and difficulties of thy 
situation) in seeking for inward strength and wisdom to 
be enabled to acquit thyself acceptably in the sight of 
heaven. Remember wherever we are, it is by the ap- 
pointment, or permission of all-wise Providence, who 
sees both us and our engagements. It is not the way 
to gather strength of mind, to endeavour to fly in our 
own wills, from the field of labour and battle. — Let us 
stand our ground, keep close to the standard of Truth : 
if we cannot put an enemy to flight, let us however 
not flinch ourselves, but openly declare and shew on 
what side we are ; on the side of him wIk) %\*as never 
foiled in battle. Thus, dear friend, thou wilt grow 
stronger and stronger, and feel " The |)eace which 
passeth all (rational) understanding," to flow as a 
mighty stream in thy soul, bearing down before it all 
the little, trifling, hindering things, and tliou wilt be 
able (as thou art faithful and obedient) to encounter 
things of greater moment and difliculty, with honour 
and success. So, in the love of our Holy Head, I afler- 
tionately salute thee, and commit thee, with my own 
soul, to his divine protection. 

Richard SirACKLKTO^r. 



LETTER CXVL 

9th Mo. 1776. 

Ir tiiese means of intercourse between ms vi-crc uot 
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usedy still 1 trust the root of friendship lives in our 
minds. I knttw in my best seasons, it produces sood 
desires and petitions for my beloved friend. Theiit 
when Truth at the same time expands and prostrates 
the heart, my prayers are for thee, that thou mayesi 
submit to the operation of that power which reduces, 
changes, and forms ; that thou mayest give up all with 
an unreserved dedication, and simply be what the Lord 
would have thee to be. Long has he continued his 
favour to thee ; frequent and powerful have been his 
visitations. Time flies on with unremitting speed ; the 
end of all things approaches. Happy will it be for 
those who have here, in all humility, received the 
Truth in the love of it, have bowed their necks to it's 
yoke, and have not been ashamed to confess Christ in 
his lowly appearances before men ; such will reign with 
him triumphantly in an eternity of joy. May that, my 
dear friend, be thy state and experience now; and 
this,: thy portion for ever I 

Richard Shackletox. 



LETTER CXVIL 

lOth Mo. 1786. 

Man was formed and designed by his Creator for 
religious^ as well as civil society. The spirits of the 
well-minded, met together, aid one another, and a joint 
labour more readily opens the spring, which is much 
choaked up by formal, lifeless, lukewarm, as well as 
libertine, professors in our society. Besides, it is the 
will of the common Father of his people, that his chil- 
dren shall, at stated seasons, present tnemselves before 
him in a general way, though Satan should come also 
among them ; though in this mixed state of things, the 
spirit of antichrist in a mystery should bear rule, and 
prevail to spread a cloud over the assembly ; yet is this 
enemy often rebuked, and the cloud known to be di|- 
sipated, and the visited children made to rejoice togeth« 
er, under the precious influence o{ unxiAX^dk %<yA» 
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Qfwhatiueisthyoyer-inachiboiightfalneflBT Or thy 
lookiBg too &r before fheet It would be as well for 
ti^e, I believe, if thou wert, in some respects, neat' 
righted, like in7sel£ We are creatures as of a momeotf 
and should still endeavour to make the hest use of the 
|»^8ent moment, which only isours ; doing in prudeoce 
and moderation what is in our power, humbly depen- 
dant on the Author of the existence of our souk and 
bodies, for his daily supply to both. 

Richard Shacklbtov. 



IJETTER CXVnL 

I DO not wonder at worldly pleasures, worldly pro&ts, 
and worldly splendour captivating the minds oi youth; 
they see objects through a falsie medium* Nothiog 
less than a great supernatural power can change our 
vile affections, and nothing less than the renewmgs of 
the same power can preserve them right, when so 
changed. A sense of this made David cry out, ^ Cre- 
^ ate in me a clean heart, and renew a right spirit 
'' within me.'' And the apostle Paul most beautimlly 
expresses — ^^ According to his mercy he saved us, by 
** the washing of regeneration and renewing of the holy 
<' ghost" This renewing then is what we have to wait 
to experience. This transformation from the spirit of 
the world into the divine image, must be effected and 
continued by the renewing of the mind. 

Richard Shacklstoit. 



LETTER CXIX. 

Mat every feeble effort, and aspiration after the 
thing, grow and gather strength in every one ; that not 
one grain of the precious seed of the kingdom may be 
lost, or unimproved; for surely nothing is of equal value 
with the visitation of heaven : it is indeed the breath of 
life, by which man becomes a living souL 

lampemiaded thou art d&fi%euVm\m^(ira^n&i( thy own 
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stock ; though not making any ostentatious display of 
much^rade, too often the prelude of disreputable fail- 
ures. If thou holdest on in this little, low, frugal, in- 
dustrious way, I shall expect to find thee rich. - 

There seems to be many promising youth up and 
down, many buds and blossoms, but there is not produ- 
ced proportionable fruit. The plants seem wholly of a 
right seed, and of the ^reat and good Husbandman's 
right hand planting ; yet many of them misc€Lrry in their 
growth : they get out of the fertile, penetrable, yielding 
soil, and strike their roots into a stiff hard clay : or the 
branches, for want of pruning, grow too gross and run 
into timber ; or perhaps they are suffered to bear too 
much at once, while they are young. Their strength 
is exhausted and they wither away. 

Richard Shackleton. 



LETTER CXX. 

6th Mo. 17B9. 

I AH sensible of many weaknesses and deficiences at- 
tending me, and wish, for the sake of the most noble 
cause which ever existed, that 1 were a more able ad- 
vocate for it. However, if we faithfully do, according 
to the ability received, what appears to be our duty, 
though it may appear to ourselves and others a very 
little thing, we shall not want encouragement and help 
to go forward. A little pure gold is far more valuable 
than a great deal of base metal. So I wish thee, be- 
loved friend to be strengthened and encouraged, and to 
love the littleness, and not think the day of small things 
long. Thou hast, I believe under right direction, put thy 
hand to the gospel-plough ; neither look back, nor too 
£ir before thee, nor about thee, at the spaciousness of 
the field of labour ; but just turn up the furrow thou 
art, for the time being, engaged in, according to the 
present skill and ability a&rded. '< Whatsoever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might," the present 
nujgbt; and may the Xiord Almighty ^\es& ^csA^x^sRs^t^ 

o 



154 LBITBH8 Oir 

and increase that might, to the honour of his great 
name, to the edification of his church, and to tb^ own 
solid peace I 

1 had some agreeable feeling conversation vnih dear 
, who seemed inwardly strengthened and sap- 
ported under this fresh trial, which she met with, on her 
return home from about three months labour in her 
Master's service. Let us mark the economy of divine 
Providence, and his dealing with his faithful servants ; 
those that leave all for the gospel's sake, shall receive 
the ** Hundred fold'^ (it^s said) '' now in this time,^' but 
^ with persecutions ;" there must be the necessary alby 
in this world, *^ in the world to come, eternal life.'* 

Richard Shacklktoiv. 



LETTER CXXL 

I FIND has been, for some time past, very low 

in bis mind : yet I trust it is of good, and will be for hin 
good. Great alteration indeed ! bis soul, which used to 
be like a well watered garden, now like a sandy de- 
sert ; but I believe he neither complains nor murmurs. 
Various are the dispensations which some have to pass 
through; similar to those which attended the great 
Master. He had a long fast, forty days and forty 
nights, and was sorely tempted; but the text says, 
" He was led up of the spirit" into that wilderness. 
And if we be led by the good spirit, all will be well : 
rejoicing and suffering, feasting and fasting are in his 
hand ; his visited children, disciples and followers, have 
only patiently to abide under his government, who leaib 
in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of 
judgment. 

Richard Shackletoft. 



LETTER CXXII. 



As we resign ourselves to the divine protection and 
ordering, by a wheel, (as it weTe") V\\3kfiSi ^ 'N\iM«^l, he 
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efiects his gracious purposes concerning us, which the 
contumacy of our own wills, or the fallacy of our own 
contrivances might frustrate ; happy would it be for 
USy if we could lose our own wills in the will of God. 
The flesh profiteth nothing in the work of religion ; re- 
ligion which by all means should be the chief concern 
of our lives, the beginning, the, middle, and the end of 
our pursuits and desires. Choose that good part, seek 
that first, and other things necessary will be added. 

A little lapse of time furnishes many new subjects of 
remark, and many concurring instances of the instabi- 
lity of human prosperity : conspiring to manifest that in 
this world we shall all, in rotation, meet v\rith trouble ; 
and that there is no permanent, substantial happiness, 
but in the comforts of religion. Happy for those who 
lay the foundation of life on this rock, and who are pre- 
served thereon through all the perils and changes which 
await this state of existence. They too, in this world, 
will have their portion of trouble : but that peace which 
passeth all conception of the natural man, will be their 
solace in the midst of outward affliction. 1 heartily 
wish thee, my dear friend, in particular, and your fa- 
mily in general, to be partakers of this hidden treasure, 
which I believe divers of you, both elder and younger, 
know by past experience, not to be a mere specula- 
tive notion, or product of a heated imagination ; but a 
substantial, sure, and certain principle, which, when 
possessed and retained, in renewed experience, is suf- 
ficient to enable us to do and suffer all things as we 
ought X 

Richard Shackletox. 



LETTER CXXIII. 

4th Mo. 1786. 

I AM concerned for dear r-'s frequent indisposition, 

the case is slight and delicate ; may the contents, the 
precious contents be preserved in good condition, and 
not suffer anj damage thereby. 0\xt ^gocyc nSs&^& W 
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brics will be battered and hurt, and get out of repair; 
tbe^ are frail and perishable ; but the spirit which is 
invisible, is eternal. May we often watch unto prayer, 
in order to be helped to commit and commend our own 
spirits and the spirits of one another to divine keeping 
and protection ; that so, when a total wreck shall be 
made of these bodies, our souls may be safe, concenter- 
ed in everlasting happiness. 

Dear cousin 's connexions have been tried with 

afflictions of body ; trouble will take it's rounds ; they 

are best off who are most resigned. is inured to 

penance, mortification and the cross ; this is very con- 
trary to the generality of mankind ; this is far from 
sowing to the flesh : 'tis in reality and in truth sowing 
to the spirit ; may the cross prove the divine blessing 
here and hereafter, life everlasting ! The seed time 
(which is the spring time) is long with some ; the win- 
ter intrudes upon it, continues long, and as it were un- 
seasonably ; but let us remember who it is that orders 
the course of the seasons : and we have often had to ob- 
serve, that the most genial summers, and most fruitful 
harvests, succeed such seasons as these. Yet are not 
the Lord's children insensible of those fructifying show- 
ers which freshen, cherish and make prolific in this 
spring ; and few I believe are more favoured that way 
than our friend. I think with me it's always winter, 
frost and rain, short days ami lonj; nights ; yet believ- 
ing that it is by the appointment of him, who is I^rd of 
the seasons, 1 am content : nay I wish for no cliancr. 
but by his ordering. If 1 fecf his powerful baptising; 
hand upon mc, 'tis enouj^h forme; but without this, 1 
am like an owl in the wilderness, and pelican in the de- 
sert, flat, dry, insipid. 

This Imnd of |)ower, I acknowledge, I have at times ft It 
since I saw thee, not only in season (in some of our pub- 
lic meetings) lint as it were out of season, on the road, 
on niv bed, (tc. 
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LETTER CXXIV. 

is a pretty youth ; how beautiful, how useful 

would such be, if they sufiered the great hamtner (the 
omnific word) to fall upon them and break them iu 
pieces. Thou hast felt the strokes of this great ham- 
mer ; it has softened, and is fashioning thee, I trust, for 
a vessel of honour : yield thou unto it, and be passive 
and pliable under its influence, till it makes thee what 
Infinite Wisdom would have thee to be, exactly both 
as to form and use. In a little time all this scene will 
be closed upon us all, our places and our acquaintance 
will know us, and speak of us no more. In the closing 
of this scene, when every thing else shall fail, what will 
it be to us to witness the Lord to be the strength of our 
hearts, and our portion for ever. 

My beloved friend, farewell ; be humble, be diligent, 
be honest ; and may the Lord Almighty delight to bless 
thee and comfort thee, and preserve thee in his fear and 
in his favour, now and for ever ! 



LETTER CXXV. 

The conversation of my dear friends, if happily sea- 
soned with good, the communing together on the way, 
if the Master should graciously please to condescend to 
join the company, is pleasing and profitable indeed ; and 
in this I delight. But if no feeling friend should be 
near, no person who can converse in the Hebrew tongue, 
still the children of the kingdom are not at a loss; their 
teacher, their comforter, their sure guide, and faithful 
friend is with them, and in them. 

At the select meeting at -, came out 

with something so lively and sensible, as quite delighted 
me ; I care not by what name men might call it, 1 was 
satisfied that it issued from a divine spring ; thanksgiv- 
ing was not only in my heart, but on my tongue ; and 
my spirit rejoiced in commemoration of that goodness, 
which foUoweth down from generatiou to ^<bw<^t^>QA\i\ 

2 
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had thou been with us, I believe thou would ako have 
been made glad. Well, my dear friend, I am pleased 
that thou ventured out with thy little remarks. No 
doubt thou appeared as a fool, so did the great Master 
before the scribes and pharisees and elders ; but this is 
a shame which I trust thou wilt gradually learn to des- 
pise, and be more and more conformable to this most 
excellent and perfect pattern, our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ; who, though possessed of immortaliCj, 
and dwelling in inaccessible light, left the bosom of lus 
Father, and came down from the heights of his glory, 
for the redemption and restoration of fallen man. And 
as he hath loved us, so ought we to love one another, 
and all mankind in general ; not seeking our own things, 
and tenacious and studious of our own false delicacy 
and honour, but '* Buried with him by baptism into 
death" unto these things, that we may be living wit- 
nesses of his resurrection in life and power. 



LETTER CXXVL 

I NOTE thy state, my dear friend, poor enough of itself, 
but receiving an additional tinge from the poverty of 
the places, where thy temporary residence is; i note 
witli satisfaction thy sensible expression. '* If I be idle 
1 shall be lost." 1 note thy endeavours to keep up the 
daily sacrifice, though the olFering may seem but small. 
These things 1 note, and take comfort in them, believ- 
ing that thou art an object of divine compassion, and 
that his love and tender regard is towards thee. 1 
have not since wrote, as thou most kindly recommends, 
nor heard from that quarter. We are j)oor, insuflicient 
creatures ; without supernatural aid can neither help 
ourselves, nor others ; and this aid we are patiently to 
wait for, and it will come to such in the right and best 
(which is the Lord\s) time. The help intended for thee 
does not seem likely to come from province meetings, 
which thou missed being at ; but surer, better, more 
substantia], even inward, immediate help, I hope will 
be thy co/n/br(ablc portion und\\a(^^ ftx^tvciw^fc. 
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LETTER CXXVIL 

3rd Mo. 1777. 
I THINK I am neither bigot, nor zealot, but I find that 
the holy scriptures, contained in the Old and New 
Testament, and the records of the experiences, travels, 
and sufferings of our ancient faithful friends, do me 
most good; My spirit hath unity with them, as I peruse 
their writings, or hear them read : they tend to strength- 
en the root of life, and are made instrumental to stir up 
the pure mind. The writing of others, upon whom 
this day of the Lord has not so fully risen, are more in 
the mixture, and have a strong colouring of the glim- 
mering, uncertain twilight, under which their authors 
see religious matters. It looks indeed as preposterousTor 
us to go to them for instruction, as it would be for a 
man to have recourse to obscurity for more light ; 
yet to a mind which pants after the coming (i. e. the 
advancement) of the reign of Christ upon earth, it af- 
fords an agreeable sensation, to be made witness of the 
springing up and spreading of truth among those who 
are not yet come to a full perception and confession of 
it : this was cause of joy to the prophet, when he could 
say, " The people which sat in darkness saw great 
li^ht, and to them which sat in the region and shadow 
of death, light is sprung up." 

The genuine inspired writings of holy men we read, 
and ought often to read for our edification, the pro- 
ductions of such as have not attained to so great a de- 
gree of Christian perfection ; though religious men, we 
may also read for our satisfaction, keeping a diligent 
watch over our spirits, lest accumulated knowledge 
should puff us up, and remembering (he pathetic pray- 
er, " I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven arid earth, 
because thou hast hid these things from the wise and 
prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes :" and the 
subsequent exhortation, " Take my yoke upon you and 
learn of me ; for I am meek and lowly in heart, and 
ye shall find rest unto your souls ; for my yoke is easy^ 
and mj burden is Jight."-^ Here \s \)afc '^^^'e^Xssssir 
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self teaching, who unites knowledge and practice: 
speculation, and even right notions of Christianity of 
themselves, are vain ; "If ye know these things, liap- 
py are ye if ye do them." Such are the precepts of 
Christ, and such the spirit of Chrbtianity ; by their 
excellence, subUmity, clearness, simplicity, and com* 

Erehensive fulness, bearing the genuine stamp of their 
^vine Original, very difierent from the tedious, am- 
biguous madner of many writers on religious subjects, 
who confuse what they pretend to explain, and obscure 
what they take upon them to illustrate ; so that tlK>ugh 
the text is clear and plain, the comment is often dark 
and unintelligible. 



LETTER CXXVIII. 

4tli Mo. ITSO. 

I ACCOMPANIED dear into the county of . I 

believe the prospect of his children's agreeable settle- 
ment, has humbled his heart into still lower depths of 
resignation, dedication, and obedience, as thinking that 
he can never do enough for so gracious, so l>ountifui a 
Master. 1 love to sec a growth in the Divine gift, and 
individuals waxing strong, taking firm root, incTca>ing 
in the increase of Ood, and bringing forth fruit to his 
praise. — What is this world ? It is vanity and vexation, 
and will soon be over ; but all things truly great and 
noble, are involved in the cau*e of (Jod and his Christ 
upon earth. 

I have had some thoughts almut goins: to l^ndon 
this year, but am not yet doterrnined. I hope that at 

our ensuing meeting of , 1 may be favoured with 

some little sense of what is best to be done. 1 ^llould 
not like to be backward in any little help which 1 
might he indued with ability to give, even in the small- 
est degree, towards carrying on this great and inijwr- 
tant work ; and at the same time 1 often fervently de- 
sire to be pres^erved from unnecessary, forwanl intra- 
fiioo, and busy meddling iu matters, which, in the econ- 
omy of lu finite Wisdom, have Vjccu ;)\VAl^ftL\.Q o>X»w 
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inen : 1 think I am pretty much will-less as to this 
migration. 

LETTER CXXIX. 

Thou art hut a poor creature of a moment ; strive 
t6 improve the present moment, and be not care- 
ihl about to-morrow: ^tis bad economy, and not the 
way to grow rich, to be still employed in speculating 
about the future, and neglect laying hold of the present 
advantages, which, rightly husbanded, open the way 
to future prosperity. I think thou art very like me in 
thy failings, 1 mean thy weaknesses : my poor spirit is 
Jloo apt to anticipate trouble ; it is like a reed shaken 
by the wind. May we be both endued with right for- 
titude, preserved looking and leaning towards him, 
who is a present help in every needful time to his humble 
depending children, not calling up to ourselves, as out 
of the earth, (raising by own imaginations) evil which 
th^ Lord never created ; but relying implicitly on his 
gracious providence, and learning what this meaneth, 
"Sufficient for the day is the evil thereof !" The opin- 
ion of people respecting our conduct is not to be too mi- 
nutely minded, nor wholly neglected. If they are dis- 
posed to find fault, they will do it, let us act as we will ; 
and however we should act, we need not expect to 
please all. Let us keep to the simplicity of truth, watch- 
ing that we enter not into temptation, and praying con- 
tinually that we may stand approved in the sight of 
heaven, let the men of the earth judge as they may. 

I was a good deal indisposed in with a cold 

which I took thither, and increased there ; however I 
attended (through favour of Providence) all the meet- 
ings, and my ordinary duties there. Notwithstanding 
a sense of our being a greatly favoured and greatly de- 
praved people, I was satisfied as to myself in general, 
having witnessed at times these humbling, baptizing 
seasons ; which I suppose being my highest lot, are the 
lot of my inheritance, and peculiarly proper for me* 

Our amiable friend appeared \w fti^ xOCv^csvis^ 

Jwe in the meetings of worship aud disd^Wck^Vsx 
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yesterday ; I hope well for her, but am not yet favour- 
ed to be a witness for her ; I do not therefore pretend 
to find fault. Far be it from me to judge with my own 
judgment in such weighty matters. If it be of the 
highest authority, it will not only stand, but grow and 
make its way, and possess thd gates (the judgments) ot 
those who are at present perhaps rather enemies 
through prejudice and partiality. 

Farewell — be of good comfort ; he that carcth for 
the sparrows doubtless cares for thee ; they arc a nu- 
merous tribe ; we hardly seem to know their use in the 
creation, and yet they live by his bounty. May his 
merciful regard be ever extended to thee, and his 
almighty arm be ever underneath to support and cheer 
thy spirit ! This is the poor but sincere ofiering of un- 
altered friend:^hip, and believe me thy alTectionate faith- 
ful friend. 



LETTER CXXX. 

As religious persons, we may put on a veil of to<- 
much delicacy : tlicrc is shame whicli we ought to 
despise. Wc ought not only to be religious but to 
appear so ; not indeed making a pomjmus di>play of 
austerities, and appearing unto men to fast (which i^ 
not bearing the cross, but riding in an exalted manner 
upon it) but shewing fortli l)y our conduct, conver!?ation. 
outward appearance, and dcmcaiwr, that we are fol- 
lowers of him who gave himself an example tor us lo 
follow. Some of you, the elder branches ol' that tatnily. 
my beloved tViends, have been vUited, called, and 
chosen ; the bridegroom of souls hatli kno<*ked for an 
entrance, and wooed you with the most tender !«olicita- 
tions; let not a false delicacy bolt the door ngain^t him 
who loves you, and is beloved by you, inciting you to 
make excuses; such as " 1 have put olf my coal, how 
shall I put it on I I have washed my feet, how bhall I 
defile them ?*' I am sure ** the watchmen that went 
about the city have often (ouui" '^ou u\ VVvi evAirse of 
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their service, have " smitten and wounded" you with 
the artillery of the gospel : and if now one (though of 
the meanest) " of the keepers of the walls" (the sup- 
porters of the discipline) should be made instrumental 
to " take away your ueiY" from you, to strip oflF that de- 
licacy, and manifest to others that the beauty and sim- 
plicity of truth is next your heart ; be not ye ashamed 
to confess Christ in his lowly appearance before your 
acquaintance and others ; wear no longer any mask, 
veil or disguise, but rather avow your sentiments, make 
a good profession and say, " I charge you, O daughters 
of Jerusalem, if ye find my beloved, that ye tell him I 
am sick of love." 



LETTER CXXXI. 

1 AM glad thy last reports thee in pretty good healtL 
I hope thou continuest to endeavour to preserve that 
invaluable blessing, a sound mind in a sound body : 
there is a strong analogy between the outward and 
inward man ; the constitution of each is different in 
dilSerent persons ; some have a stronger, and others a 
weaker constitution, both naturally and spiritually, 
and require a different treatment ; but air and exer- 
cise, food and physic, nourish^ient and abstinence, all in 
proper season, are certainly good for all. Repine not 
then, my dear friend, if the least pleasing of these dis- 
pensations may be ministered to thee, and according to 
thy estimation, be long thy portion. Thou art under a 
wise government, even the government of him who 
doth all things right. Keep there and it will be 
enough. 

1 often thought of thee while I was at , and 

did not wonder (but was pleased) that thou sufiered 
with the suffering seed in that place. There is a wrong 
spirit dominant there, which is doing much hurt ; but 
it looks as if its reign would be but short ; a little lapse 
of time vnll more fully manifest its falsity and its futility ^ 
and the solid, substantial truth, I Yioi^,vi'^TStf^t^^dSk\ 
more prevail 
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LETTER C3XXXII. 

8th of 9th Mo. 1773. 

SiNOB the short conference which we had together, 
1 have several times thought of writing to thee, but 
various necessary engagements much engross my time, 
and leave very little leisure for a correspondence with 
my friends; however, I thought I would just hint to 
thee what might, without premeditatbn, occur upon 
the subject of our last conversation. 1 am a person of 
universal good will, and readily acknowledge that I 
am in a particular manner attached to the cause of my 
religious profession, therefore I cannot, without some 
concern, observe any friend of mine publicly desert and 
disavow this same cause which we have jointly pro- 
fessed ; the only reason thou gave me for discontinuing 
to frequent our religious assemblies, as far as I under- 
stand the reason, (viz. a private ofience taken at some 
individual) is in itself so unreasonable, that 1 cannot 
but look on it as only some ostensible cause, whilst the 
true reason lies deeper, and in the secret labyrinths of 
the mind. Search there, dear friend, for the original 
cause, and I am mistaken if thou wilt not find it lo be 
a disrelish for the limitations and singularities which 
our profession requires, and a propen:!ity to the gran- 
deur, the pleasures, and the vanities of the world, which 
lies in ignorance and wickedness. But sulFcr mc to ex- 
postulate with thee ; from what really good and useful 
enjoyment does our profession debar us ? are we not 
allowed all the conveniences and satisfactions of life, 
which the almighty, beneficent Donor, Ls pleased to 
favour us with ? we arc only restrained from the ex- 
cess and abuse (which are known to destroy the true 
relish) of them, and to preclude those sensations of 
humble gratitude to our great Benefactor, which ac- 
company a temperate, moderate use of his favours : and 
what will any of us get by joining in spirit, in covenant, 
in familiarity, with a deceitful, insincere world ? In 
the first place, we do violence to that which is of God, 
la our consciences; we reject and ca&v ^lund our 



SEUmoUii SUMSOTS. Igjr 



backs, the many visitations and invitations which have 
been various ways repeated, and graciously ofiered: 
we, tacitly, by our contrasted conduct, reproach our 
ancestors, who lived and died in the faith, as deceiven 
and deceived ; or else we bring reproach on ourselves^' 
whose lives are diametrically opposite to theirs: we 
greatly endanger our property and our morals, by an 
intimate connexion with those, who are not restrained 
by the fear of their Creator, from running headlong 
into various vices, and whose pleasure and profit it is to 
allure others that are in affluent circumstances, into 
the same excess of riot (which often ends in the same 
distress and embarrassment) with themselves; by re- 
nouncing our religious profession, and forsaking our 
communion, we abandon that which is truth, and either 
adopt that which is error in its stead, or else joining 
from principle with no religious society, we become 
ensamples of irreligion, and settle in a profane course 
of life, injurious to our own peace, displeasing to God, 
and offensive to wise considerate men. Bear with me, 
dear friend, it is possibly the last time 1 may trouble 
thee on this head : thou art the father of a pretty nu- 
merous flock of children ; thou art the successor of re- 
ligious ancestors; thou art come into their place, and 
some of their possessions ; if thou would walk worthily^ 
and acceptably before the great Benefactor, who sees 
all thy secrets thoughts, as well as marks thy words 
and actions, and wUl assuredly reward according to 
our works, it is (in my sense) highly necessary for thee 
to come down in thy mind, and in humility and sincerity 
seek for divine wisdom and strength, that thou may be 
preserved safe through this dangerous and uncertain 
state of existence; that thou may fill up the station in 
which all-wise Providence has placed thee, with recti- 
tude and propriety, as a man and a Chrulian ; and that 
thou may dischai^e that ponderous duty of a parent to 
thy offipring, in such a manner as will redound to thy 
own solid peace, and their substantial good ; that so 
. when that awful period shall arrive i^vA \io\n ii'sax" 
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may be at hand is quite uncertain) when iiK)uisitiMi 
will be made into our lives and conduct, whether we 
have walked in the fear of our Creator, whether we 
have properly and gratefully received his favours anJ 
benefits, as using and not abusing them; and whether 
we have stood uprightly and faithfully in our lots, 
spreading and enforcing the genuine principles and 
spirit of Christianity by our Fives and conreraatioM, 
and ful6lling every relative duty appertaining to our 
station; that at that solemn time, and before thht tre- 
mendous Judge, Witness, and Benefactor, thou mnr 
have to give up thy accounts with joy, and not with 
grief; that this may be thy happy experience, a the 
nncere desire of thy afTectionate friend. J 

LETTER CXXXUI. M 

i8ih or 4ih Ma. nss. 
Had opportunity allowed, 1 should, long ere tbh, 
bave acknowledged the receipt of thy alfcctionalclinn; 
though it is not easy to express that uniting virtue 
which cements the family ti^ether, and bring* Ihcm 
suddenly into an acquaintance, and nearness of (Miit, 
that requires not the ceremonies of the world's fnend- 
ship to iutroduce, nor its arts lo maintain. 

1 have often been comforted in times of discsursge- 
ment, with this mark of having passed from death nnlo 
life, that I love the brethren; t feel its prevaleflce at 
this time, and in it salute thee, thy' dear husband and 
children, with fervent desires (hat he who hath been 
your morning light and help hitherto, may be your Btaff 
to lean upon ! beloved ancients in IsraH, in tht* your 
decline of natural strength, so as to fill up the itBtioo 
allotted you in the church of Christ. Few are the aa- 
ctcDts left, to whom the middle aged and rising youth 
f:Hn look with advantage i The Lord of hearca aad 
earth hath gathered many to himself; the world, in lb 
varitiUii upp«:arniice»,fanth slain many others; aiKlioiD& 
who are not yet dead, have ttitir garments a 
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with dust, and spotted with deliling things, that tbey 
are Dot fit to be looked upoD, nor their footsteps to be 
enquired after. But happy is the state of those ad- 
vanced to old age, whose conduct proclaims Ihey have 
not followed cunningly devised fables, but have been 
made living witnesses of the power and coming of 
Christ! These have been powerful inducements to 
me, to bow my heart in holy awe, from my cbildhood 
to this day (1 mean with respect to outward means) 
and, 1 am thankful to the great preserver of men, that 
there are such here and there to be found ; and, though 
painful baptisms for Zion's sake may attend in viewing 
the backslidings of many, yet ability is given at times, 
to appeal with reverend confidence to the Searcher of 
hearts. " Thou knowest bow 1 have walked before 
thee !" I trust this will be your crown of rejoicing, in 
an hour approaching, which I conid wish very remote 
from you, e&ccpt that the laws of nature proclaim it to 
be near ! 

The same love, and hearty well-wishing, attend your 
oSspring ! may they so acquaint themselves with the 
God of their parents, as to stand in their lots, and be 
found worthy to have their names appear in the regis- 
ter of the Lamb's army ! Beloved young friends, suffer 
the advice of one that loves you (though outwardly a 
stranger) to have place in your minds: the experience 
of many years has taught me, that godliness is prohta- 
ble to all things, and that real happiness is known in 

£roportion to the progress of it in our hearts ; if you 
ok round among your co temporaries, you will find it a 
sealed truth, and unspeakably comfortable to this wise 
number, who have sought, with unwearied diligence, 
the kingdom of God ; first in time, as it is first in value. 
How beautiful upon the mountains have been the feet 
of these! and how strong (he voice with which their 
conduct has proclaimed good tidings! salvation hath 
been their portion, and peace their safe refuge: they 
have been qualified to maintain their testimony, and 
earnestly to contend for the faith once deAWwci 'Wi "^^i. 
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saints. Where began these ? In the iminedlate opfr 
ration of the power of Truth in their bearb, in a hum- 
ble waiting, and resignation to the Divine wi)t ! not 
making haste from under the refining hand ; all who 
have known an advancement in true godliness, have 
begun upon this foundation; upon this low ground, bat 
sure foundation, your worthy parents began, and built 
with success.and now know how precious it is in advanc- 
ed life. The dew of the everlasting hills, and a sufficient 
share of the fatness of the earth, are the portion of 
every soul, which, above all other considerations, seeks 
the Lord in truth and eincerity. O! saith my soul, 
may there be such a heart in you, as to fear the Lord 
Almighty, and keep hia commnndments always ; (bat it 
may he well with you, and your children. 

Thus my spiritsalutesyou, dear youth, in the spread- 
ing of concern for your good, that you may, by mean 
of heavenly help, be made truly happy in yourselves^ 
a comfort to your aged parents, and useful to your 
brethren in the church of Christ. 

1 have travelled with much diligence, according to 
the ability given, and have had my experience en- 
tailed in rejoicing and suffering; the last has often 
been my lot, hut I dare not repine ; to be what 1 ought 
is my only aim, and best wisdom knows the method 
make me so ; in his will I humbly acquiesce. 

Samuel FornKitaiix. 
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iai Mo. *ih, 17»T. 
That regard which Truth itself raised mutually in 
our hearts, is by no means impaired : it has oHcn dgcii 
revived since I left your land, and more especially to, 
upon my receiving the sorrowful tidings of the removal 
of thy dear husband ; a circumstance, in which the af- 
fliction is, like the loss, very extensive ! Tliou mouro- 
ert the loss of a lender husband ; bis children that of 
ftn nflcctionate father; the church laments on orcouat 
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of a pillar removed out of the place it filled, at a time 
when, to outward appearance, it was greatly wanted ! 
This sorrow is allowable ; for the great example of 
every virtue, even Jesus, wept for Lazarus. Nature 
demaniis it, when its connections are broken, and the 
endearing, social ties dissolved : but thou well knoweat 
that we are all pilgrims and strangers, as our fathers 
were, and are journeying on through this land of affliC' 
tion, towards a city which hath foundations. Why 
should we grieve too much, when a companion, with 
whom we have traversed many duhious, anxious steps, 
has an entrance granted him into the holy city, a few 
moments before ua I 

Upon all (be glory of the earth, with all its enjoy- 
nients, upon every visible thing, one inscription is writ- 
ten, as the immutable law of him whose name is Most 
High — ihey skull ptriih ; throughout all nature, and 
natural connections, it has been, and must be verified. 
Equally iixed is this truth, the joy and song of many ge- 
uerations, but thou rcmaintst. On this everlasting hus- 
band, father, friend, and succour, maycst thou, and 
thine now lean; and know this dispensation sanctified, 
to all your help, in renewing diligence so to live and 
move, that when the great Shepherd shall appear, and 
all his faithful servants with him, your portion may be 
among them for ever ! 

And now I cannot avoid addressing myself to you, the 
descendants of my honourable friend. I am convinced 
the same gracious hand, which was bis support and 
comfort, has been extended to you, for the hke good • 
purpose; but I am jealous, the want of religious depth, 
and simplicity God-ward, hath been the cause of halt- 
ing, and of a choice rather to embrace the present 
world, and have a name of eminence in it, than to have 
a new name, which is the name of God, and the city 
of God, Thus wilt the tenders of everlasting treasure, 
be disregarded, and the vain shadows of things be pre- 
ferred to those riches, which none ever sought witKte«i 
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great diligence: or, if they sold them, got their \ 
ID exchange. 

A heart sincerely concerned for your help, cannot 
dictate flattery; I bve you, and therefore I write 
thus. I am also persuaded there is a seed and henlage 
that mourns in secret, because of its leanness, and ho- 
nestly seeks relief from whence it hath ever come. 
May stability and patience be the girdle of their loina '. 
and, in the Lord's time this poor, suppliant, distressed 
seed, will delight itself in fatness. One hint, from my 
own experience, I would suggest to you ; let all yenx 
conduct demonatrate, that you remember the worthy 
deceased with due affection, who, though he be de»d 
as to the body, yet let him speak ; I have found it my 
duty, and a great advantage to me, to place in my 
view my worthy father; and in matters of importance, 
or such as were dubious, to consult what would have 
pleased him, who was ripe in experience and jui^. 
ment ; I believe Ibis reverence to the memory of a 
religious parent, is an oblation of sweet incense before 
the everlasting Father, 

Farewell, dear , may Israel's rock he thy afc 

abode ; niaycst thou be kept fresh in spirit ; green nod 
fruitful in old age : united to htm, and to the mniiy m* 
nerations of ihe just, who are entered into the city by 
the pearl gates. 

Farewell, ye descendants of the erent and ^ood, imi- 
tate their example; as they have followed Chriit, fel- 
low ye Ihcm ; be wise, for it ii true hnppincn; in wis- 
dom you will fear to oflcnil, and this fear isan excellent 
defence. 

SaKUEL FoTItKHGILL. 
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^H. I AM much indebted to (lioe for the tokens of thy rc> 
^^HMmbrance of me, which I have lately received j thrn; 
^^Biivom for renewed cncourageTnent to Kck uRer thai 
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which maketh fruitful in old age, even covers with ver- 
dure and plenty all the trees of the Lord's house, ac- 
cording to their degrees of growth. ! wish to cultivate 
my acquaintance with these signal instances of the 
mercy and power of Him, who is the preserver of hia 
people ; these have known him through all their day, 
from their beginning to advanced years; they can com- 
memorate his kindness in youth, his strength in the me- 
ridian of life, and his tender regard when the shadows 
of the evening approach. 

1 observe with pleasure thy happy experience of 
his regard; may it be thy covering through the valley 
of the shadow of death ! and may the everlasting arms 
be open to receive thee, when thy race here is accom- 
plished! I have strong hopes that the ties of nature, 
the example of honourable parents, their solicitude, the 
weight of filial duty, the evidence of the beauty and 
useiulness of religion, and the importance of divine fa- 
vour, will combine to excite thy children to renew 
their endeavour to walk in that path, which all the 
generations of the righteous have had to tread in, in 
their way to glory and peace. Not all the wisdom of 
the world, nor the fallacious promises of its favour, 
are able to direct to this path ; the way-faring man, 
who is on his pilgrimage, in weakness, besetmenls, and 
poverty, shall not err in hia seeking, though he may be 
accounted simple ; it is better to be a fool for Christ's 
sake, than wise in all the wisdom of this world ! 

Farewell, dear friend, I love to hear from thee. 

Samuel Fothergill. 
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eihmo. aTlh, 1700. 
In a sense of that sympathy and union which ren- 
ders the Church of Christ a compact body I alfection- 
ately salute thee, I cannot doubt of the propriety of 
thy mission to that * part of the Lord's vineyard, and 
-* Amerln. 
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It is my desire, that the nisdom and power c^^^bMll^H 
may seal its own evidence on all thy labours. Thoq^i^l 



apprehend myseif a younger brother, and now addreai- 
ing myself to one who was in Christ before me, jyennit 
me to offer to thy consideration a few sentiments, which 
have made impression usefully on my heart 

It is an awful thing to assume the name of the Lord'* 
ambassador ; and 1 believe thou coQslderest it so : Irom 
hence appear the obligations we are under to receive 
from him, not only his instruction, but our creden^k. 
These will not be withheld, if we wait our- Master's 
time ; his sound will be certain, and his discoveriet 
clear; we shall not say, with Ahimaaz, when Iran 
there was a tumult, hut shall distiactly receive, and 
deliver our Master's message, in his own wiatlom and 

In aU our service, let us remember our Lord's dig* 
nity, and endeavour to maintain it, according to the 
proportion of strength vouchsafed, in purity of life, and 
ringlencss to him in our nunistcria! capacity, being 
L empty without him, and only 6lled with his fulness 
I Let us learn to try the spirits, whether they be of 
F-God ; Ihaveseena dangerof being taken by (be pas- 
sions ; the passionate preacher hath afTected (he | 
sionate hearer, both have been in raptures, and Dcil 
of them profited. This is a place I would endeavour 
guard thee in, as I am apprehensive the emotions of I 
mind are sometimes strong and animated; misUike 
the warmth of passion for gospel authority ; the firal 
like the rattling thunder, which frights but i 
hurts; the last is like the lightning from the 
which illuminates, and, at times, breaks Ibrou^b all 
opposition) and melts away every obstruction. I know 
the integrity of thy heart, and therefore, with I 
served freedom, I remind thee of these tilings, 
thy UrlmandThnmniim be with the holy One! 
carefully to him in all thy goings, so sbnit ihou dip I 
fi»t in " oil when thou trctidcal on high pkicea, iind li 
moflliy hands be fitrenglhened b'jthe nuchtr C 
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of Jacob." If deep poverty be thy lot, be not disqui- 
eted, neither pour forth thy compUints to any mortal : 
bave no conlident but everlasting help ; 1 found it safe 
to wear my sackcloth on my loins, and my beat gar- 
ments honestly and sparingly. 

In the course of thy passage,' be courleoustoall, unleGS 
restrained by secret dircctioQ as to any particular ; 
which has been my experience, in some parts. Let 
not afiability enervate thy mind, nor lead from a stea- 
dy superiority attending the faithful minister; yet guard 
against a spirit which leads zealous people sometimes 
lo say, there is none righteous, no not one, and thereio 
to overlook the hidden suffering seed. Let thy eye 
be in thy head, so shall thy goings be ordered of the 
Lord, and be attended with peace to thyself, comfort 
to the living, and general usefulness to the church. 

Farewell ! May the Lord of all consolation be with 
thee in every trial, support Ihce by his arm, enrich . 
thee by his grace, replenish thee by his wisdom, and 
comfort thee by his rod and staff! 
^k Sahvel Fotherqill. 
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2d Mo. iBt, 167a. 
Our worthy friend and kinsman, who had been in a 
declining state for some time, finished his course last 
sixth day night, and is to be interred to-morrow. I have 
often been wilh him, to my humbling instruction. Hia 
journeying for some time before his departure, was in 
the region and shadow of death. 1 have sat by him, 
and accompanied his spirit, when the heavens were as 
brass, he was seemingly excluded from good: this led 
to deep searching of heart, even, as he said, into holes 
and corners he had not suspected. He saw he had 
been short in the peiformance of that service which 
Truth would have led him into, had he been fully dedi- 
cated in heart, to know and do his Master's will. But 
in adorable condescension he was viavled a^^e^, ■otA 
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fed with a little bread, when ready to faint 
of hope was revived; a part of that crystal 
which is the eanctification and consolation of the whole 
city of God, arose in his soul ; and increased from time 
to time, until it became like the waters Ezeki^l saw. 
issuing from the threshold, a river to swim in, a rivi 
that can never be passed ! The holy canopy was oSUa 
over our spirits when I visited him, to my comfort ; but 
I never so fully understood the force of this remark. 
" if the righteous be scarcely saved ,'" 

The applause and esteem of the judicious and injiK 
dicious, regularity of conduct, bis arrival at Bethel, ao|> 
the remembrance of many bedewing seasons, all praval 
insufficient for his repose, <ind were among the heaveca 
which might be shaken, that that which cannot be 
shaken may remain. He languished long in great pain 
previous to the separation of body and soul ; in which 
time it feelingly opened to my mind, that had hta spitil 
been more disentangled from the love of lawful thio^ 
his warfare would have been more easily accompliibGidt 
the fetters of mortality more easily broken, and " ' ~ 
spirit sooner have risen triumphant over death, I 
and the grave, and on the wings of seraphic love hai 
ascended to the realms of purity and peace. But 
is well. He is admitted to a mansion of rest ; i 
through his deep wadings, we are instructed with 
diligence to fill up the measure of revealed duty, wi 

ring for further discoveries of what may be the will 
llfae ]jord our God concerning us. 
I Sahoel F 
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I inclined to make use of an opportanity i 
presenting, to send thee the salutation of my iiKwt ■ 
eere love, not without a sense of our hcavenW Falf 
love, with which 1 hope thou art often comiorlcd 
t Id tb^ dccUning years ; und favoured with Ibeevi ' 
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in thyself, of having in {hy measure, Ihrough Divine 
assistance, walked with God. I need not attempt to 
express to thee, the importance of such an evidence, 
when the soul draws nigh her flight to the land from 
whence there is no return. It hath been the mark for 
the prize in thy view, and I am thankful to feel my 
heart stirred up to follow such examples ; animated by 
their success, and the importance of the subject, to use 
all diligence to lill up my duty, that I may finish my 
course with joy. 

My shattered constitution often gives me instruction, 
and intimates the graves are ready : yet it hath been 
consistent with Divine mercy and wisdom, to raise me 
up again, beyond my expectation: and I hope lam 
bettered by my affliction, not only in what belongs to 
me, as an individual, but also in that wherein lam 
joined by all the living, in the view of the state of the 
church in most places ; the use I would have us make 
of this view, is to gird up the loins of our minds, that 
our example may be a strong reproof to the unfaithful, 
and Jthus collected in spirit, we may deeply feel after 
the putting forth of the Divine hand in service; for 
though it can work effectually without instruments, yet 
it will also work by them ; and if the visited of God 
were enough devoted in heart to his service, in all the 
manifestations of duty, we should have more useful in- 
struments in the church. But alas, for many, who, if 
they have followed to Bethel, content themselves there, 
and attain not a double portion of that spirit, which 
those who steadily follow on, even through Jordan, are 
favoured with. 

This imperfect work bears undoubted traces of the 
Creator's hand, but like half baked cakes, they seem to 
me to he no inconsiderable eclipse to Zion's beauty, and 
are often great obstructions in the way of others, aa 
such who neither enter the kingdom of God themselves, 
nor suffer others. Nevertheless, the God of the whole 
earth is mindful of his family, and eminently favoured 
us in our last Yearly Meeting at London, ttom'wV\da.\ 
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returned much recruited in bodily strength, and having 
mj mind replenished with precious dew. 

Salute, in my name, thy son and daughter; may 
those who are of the younger class look to the business 
of the day 1 the building up of the Lord^s house more 
than their own ; unto hun all our utmost dedication of 
spirit, time and labour, is due. My dear love attends 
you all. 

Saxuel Fothbrgill. 
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PREFACE. 



The many pious aentiments cootained in these Let- 
ters, (which were not written with any view of their 
being made public) shew the love and disinterested 
fricndijhip which subsisted between our friends in for- 
mer times, and which remains with many of the pre- 
sent time, whose minds are influenced by the same 
good spirit, and brought to seek after an heavenly in- 
heritance, as followers of their great Lord and Master 
Jesus Christ, in a path of tribulation, in which all his 
people have to walk : such are united in a hond, which 
neither troubles from without, nor trials and exercises 
from within, nor bodily separation, can dissolve. 

Though there are not many left who were person- 
ally acquainted with some of the writers, their memory 
is sweet, on account of their great and good qualifica- 
tions; they having been eminently gifted for service in 
the church. 

The Editor is induced to promote the publication of 
the work, from a hope it may tend to encourage some 
poor travellers, in their passage through the difficult 
journey of this life. There is likewise a pleasure in 
collecting the remains of those whom we loved and es- 
teemed, that their memory may be preserved from ob- 
livion. 

As many of the letters contained in this and a former 
volume are of our late valued friend Richard ShackW 
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ton, it h thought not improper to insert some short me- 
nioirs relating to .him, taken from the testinK>ny of the 
meeting to which he belonged in Ireland. He was abo 
well known and esteemed by many of his friends in 
England, from' his frequent attendance of the yearly 
meeting in Xiondon; where his service, as an elder in 
the church, and one devoted to the service of truth, 
was very conspicuous. 

It appears by the account given of him in this testi- 
mony, that he was the only son of Abraham and Mar- 
garet Shackleton, of Ballitore, in Ireland, where he 
was born on the 28th of seventh month, 1726. Disco- 
vering early an inclination for learning, his father had 
him instructed in what was thought necessary to quali- 
fy him for the business of a schoolmaster. 

Some account of the visitations of divine love extend- 
ed to him, is found in a letter written by him to a friend, 
as follows : 

" God Almighty visited me with a sense of his good- 
ness in the early part of my life ; as early as I have 
any remembrance of. He graciously renewed the 
same divine influence upon my soul at various seasons 
of my childhood, and more advanced youth. This sense 
and savour was every thing needful to me ; it was 
knowledge enough, strength enough, joy and comfort 
in abundance ; whilst in possession of this I \^ntcd 
nothing. But temptations suited to my taste and dis- 
position were thrown in my way ; puerile amusements, 
reading unprofitable vain books were spread before 
me, and I was taken in the snare. When the heart 
gave its preference to these gratifications, the heavenly 
guest withdrew, and would not reside with such rivnb : 
yet good and gracious was the Lord ; who notwitbstand* 
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ing my unfaithfulness visited again ; and as I opened 
the door of my heart, (or rather he helped me to open 
it by his spirit) he came in with the power of his judg- 
ments, by his operative word ; and the pain attending 
burned up tlie chaffy combustible nature ; &o I expe- 
rienced him to be not only a jealous God, but a con- 
suming fire. Thus, with alternate visits and conflicts, 
I went on till I grew to a more advanced stage of 
youth ; then the subtile nets of worldly wisdom, and the 
snares of youthful lusts, proved too strong for me, and I 
was carried down the stream of natural inclination. 

" But being arrived at manhood, and about to settle 
in life, an high hand arrested mc in my course, shewed 
me my state of alienation, and the impossibility of mak- 
ing a happy progress without the Divine blessing. So, 
in the sincerity of my heart, I obeyed llie heavenly 
vision, and became as a fool among my companions: 
I sought retirement, and the company of them who 
companied with Jesus. Many were the baptisms with 
which I was baptized in that day; my exercise was 
also felt by the Lord's servants, and there was a close 
fellowship between (heir spirits and mine. 

" Thus I have gone on to this day, with the same 
hunger iind thirst, not desiring any thing so much as 
the bread of hfe, for myself, and my dear friends, com- 
panions in the same travail." 

Though possessed of great natural abilities, which 
were adorned with the gifts and graces of the spirit, 
he did not value himself thereon ; but steadily advanc- 
ed in his pilgrimage, bowed down under a sense of the 
numerous favours received at llie divine hand. To hit 
most intimate friends he frequently enforced the neces- 

Sy of bumility. as the only safe situatioti to be ^t^ h 
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served in, fearing greatly lest be, or those whom he 
loved, should be drawn from it 

From bis cheerful disposition, which was regulated 
by best wisdom, he had much enjoyment of social and 
domestic comforts, with which he was greatly blessed. 
He was a kind husband, a tender and careful father ; 
a good neighbour, liberal, and generous, particularly a 
good example in any thing relating to the wants of our 
society ; at the same time careful that the concerns of 
this life should not too much occupy hb thoughts. Those 
who had opportunity of observing his conduct, have 
often perceived him, retiring from company, to seek in 
secret, a renewal of spiritual strength : and, we doubt 
not, it was his concern to ask for divine counsel and 
wisdom in the management of all his a flairs. 

He was in the practice of devoting a part of each 
evening to retirement, which he recommended to his 
friends ; the effect of such sacrifices were, at times, 
obvious in him, his countenance indicating that he had 
been in the best of company. The increase of genuine 
Christianity was the object he had in view ; for this his 
spirit was exercised ; for this he was willing to be em- 
ployed, in any way consistent with Infinite Wisdom, in 
private, or more public labour. 

He was exemplary in a diligent attendance of meet- 
ings, appointed for the support of good order in the 
society ; and frequently attended the yearly meeting at 
London. For many years with much propriety, he 
filled the weighty station of an elder. As his dwelling 
was near the spring of divine refreshment, he was of- 
ten enabled to draw water for the help of others. The 
welfare of his fellow-creatures was very near his heart ; 
80 that he would frequently express a deep travail of 
spirit for the salvation of a\\ maiAdr^du 



He mourned for the departure from ancient simpli- 
city, obvious in our religious society ; yel he was con- 
soled, in hope, that through suffering and patience, the 
church would come forth from her wilderness state, 
though he did not expect to see it, in his day. 

He was often engaged in family visits, and used to 
say that he esteemed it an honour to be allowed to tread 
these courts, or to be employed in any little errand ; 
because these, was abundance of soul-sustaining nourish- 
ment to be met with in this employ. When broken in 
spirit among his friends^ and pouring forth the warm 
expressions of gratitude, he would speak largely of the 
beauty of the house of God: how its pavements shone 
with holiness, and that the feet which trod therein 
should be holy. He was well qualified to be a nursing 
father to those in the station of ministers, who wanted 
a hand of help ; such as these he encouraged to an 
humble, faithful, diligent occupying with the divine 

gift. 

It was his great concern for his beloved offspring, that 
they might be preserved near to the source of all our 
blessings: as they walked humbly before him, who is 
lord of earth as well as heaven, he had no doubt but a 
sufficiency of the good things of this life would be grant- 
ed them, with a treasure in heaven that failoth not. 

Being on a visit lo the provincial school meeting at 
Mountmelick, he was taken ill at the house of his friend 
JohnGalchell, which proved to be the conclusion of his 
time here. During his illness he discovered no impa- 
tience, hut lay Calm, and spoke at times cheerfully to 
those about liim. He once said, "I think it a favour 
that I feel a sympathy with the seed in suffering." At 
another time he said, " My friends, pray foi: tRe.,'Coa.S. 
my patience fail not." 
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To some taking leave ofhiin>he recommended faith- 
fulness and dedication to religious duties, iwhich, he said, 
y^ould draw down the blessing on them, and their fam- 
ilies : and he added, ^ What we profess is the truth, 
which our worthy predecessors were called to sup- 
port, by layinjg the axe to the root of the corrupt tree." 

After an illness of about eight days, he quietly de- 
parted this life, in the sixty-sixth year of his age ; and 
his remains were interred at Ballitore on the 30tb of 
8th month, 1792. 

. Much might be said concerning divers other friends, 
who were writers of valuable letters in this collection ; 
but as their characters are sufficiently known from their 
writings, which have been publbhed, and otherwise, it 
is omitted. It may be observed that the whole of let- 
ters which have been handed to the Editor, from some 
of his kind friends, are not inserted, as certain parts of 
them related to domestic affiiirs, and could not be very 
interesting to the reader. 

The letters could not easily be placed so as to suc- 
ceed each other in the order of time, but it is hoped no 
great inconvenience will be met with on this account. 
Endeavours have been used not to insert any which 
have appeared in former publications ; but aoDong so 
large a number as have been handed to the Editor, in 
manuscript, it was found somewhat difficult to be 
avoided. 

It was intended to have this collection of letters con- 
fined to the foregoing or present century, but as a suf- 
ficient number have not come to hand, the Editor has 
inserted some valuable letters of former times, which 
he hopes will prove acceptable to the reader. 



LETTERS. 



LETTER I. 

Dear FmBNn, 

My mind liath deeply partaken with thee and thy 
children, upon the present alTectiiig circumstance, the 
removal of thy daughter. The breach of such a len- 
der connection cannot fiiil ot producing deep sorrow in 
a mind iesssusceptihie of tender impressions than thine; 
and when wc reflect upon the amiable endearing qua- 
lities of deceased relations, Ibey are as additional mo- 
tives to bemoan our loss: but as they were prepared 
for a resting place, beyond the limits of sorrow and ca- 
lamity, the inducement to grief may be wisely consi- 
dered as its alleviation. The debt to nature must be 
paid: we are but sojourners in a World of probation 
and exercise, and ought not to repine, if it pleaseth the 
Author of all wisdom and mercy to bring to a glorious 
rest by a shorter path, than a long succession of pain- 
ful, weary steps, through weakness and affliction that 
oilen till the cup of advanced years, 

1 know there are in the present case circumstances 
that aggravate the loss: a family of young children 
stripped of an atfectionale mother, of a prudent Chris- 
tian to instruct their tender minds in the ways of reli- 
gion and virtue, and of a good example to walk before 
and lead them in the road to happiness. B\Lt 



^bem, 
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there is an all sufficient hand of power, able and will- 
ing to guard, and protect them in every state. And 
the offipring of the righteous share in its gracious offers, 
in a particular manner. v 

I remember, with great warmth, some of the last 
expressions of my honourable mother to her afflicted 
husband, respecting him, her children, and hersel£ 

" Thou vfUt be blessed, they will be cared for, and 
there is a place provided for me. They are not left 
under the tuition of a father like too many now a days, 
who will neglect their true interests; but one, who 
knowing from whence every good comes, will seek lo 
the gracious, all-sufficient Father for himself, and for 
his children." 

Thou hast largely partook of afflictions; many have 
been thy bitter cups ; and, this added, in the decline of 
life, must be exceeding painfuL But I beseech thee, 
dear friend, to remember who it was that delivered in 
the sixth trouble, and rest in humble hope that he will 
not forsake in the seventh. My brother and sisters 
unite in near sympathy with thee and children. From 
thy sincere friend, 

Samuel Fotheroill. 



LETTER II. 

Skipton, 19lh of 10th Mo. 1748. 

Esteemed Friexd, 

In the sweet spirit and fellowship of the gospel of 
peace I hereby salute thee, and thy dear companion 
and fellow-labourer in the work thou art engaged in. 

Be not discouraged, for I trust thy good Lord and 
Master, whom thou servest, will not leave nor forsake 
thee ; who made thee willing to leave thy outward 
habitation, and to pass the mighty ocean, as with thy 
life in thy hand, as an ambassador in Christ *s stead, to 
preach glad tidings of good things to the meek, to call 
upon the indolent and careless, to direct the straying 
sheep uDto the fold of rest, to raise the drooping ones. 
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that are too low, and endeavour to bring down the lofty 
ones that are too high, even into the paths of judg- 
ment. 

I have unity with thy spirit, gift, and the administra- 
tion of it. 1 intreat thee, dear brother ! keep to thy 
steady course ; the present state of the church loudly 
calls upon us for the entire I'esignation, faith, hope, 
charity, and patience, of the ministers of the gospel. 
The diversities of gifts, and operations from the one 
spirit, are beautiful and serviceable ; as the stars In 
the firmament are not all of one magnitude, have not 
all the same station, nor degree of lustre, but are each 
ornamental and serviceable, in their respective places 
and seasons. 

As thou servest not an hard master, but the moat 
merciful and bountiful King of kings, and Lord of lords, 
who requires not things that are unreasonable ; I desire 
thee to take due care of thyself, and consider thy con- 
stitution ; do not drive on too fast in this cold climate 
and season of the year. Consider, nets are not always 
to be spread and cast into the aea, but sometimes to 
be mended and repaired. Thou finds the good seed 
lies low, and is under suffering in many places. Expe- 
rience teaches thee, that when and where our Master 
suffers, we ought to be content to suffer with him, that 
when he reigns we may reign with him. 

There are, thou knowesf, times of sitting at the 
king's gate ; a profitable station previous to advance- 
ment. They who am faithful in this low silting, in 
due time receive a call from the king to put on his roy- 
al robes, which is a high dignity- let these must not 
expect always to be thus clothed, or in such honour, but 
to take their seat again at the king's gate. 

I am thy truly affectionate friend, 
^Ho David Hall. 

^P LETTER lU. 

^F KilkooDor, SSUi of 4lh Mo. I7sl. 

Dear Coosi.t, 
As I believe both thyself, and Be\eta\Q? m^ itv«a4*J 
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at Bristol, will want to know how 1 get on my joamef, 
I write these to inform thee and Ihem, that I staid 
Duhlin near a month, being confined by great im 
ntion, but, through mercy, kept quite easy with re- 
spect to my being so distant from home : and, had it not 
been for the aMiction it would have occasioned to my 
relations, it seemed as if I could have cheerfully laid 
down my body in that city. But Providence has not 
seen meet to say /( is enoi(,^A, and to set mc at liberty 
from this earthly house: instead of this, he hath re- 
stored to me, my former health, and seems to point out 
some further trials and services for me, in these low«r 
r^ions. Q, may 1 be so happy as to act in such a mao* 
ner, that when the stroke of separation is given, 1 may 
be ready to receive it with cnlmness quitting this scene 
of confusion, in assurance of landing on the shore of 
eternal peace I O happy period I how do some of us. 
at times, long for it I when all fears of staggering and 
falling will cease, and a rest be proclaimed which will 
last forever; and one eternal song of praiso arise to 
him, who, of his mercy, has accounted ua worthy to 
be admitted into tliosc blessed abodes. 

I may further inform the^i with regard to my journey, 
that, at Dublin, I was several times favoured in my 
public appearances ; though 1 own there is such coOr 
trariety of spirits amongst them, and so great stupidl^ 
in some, that the work is hard, I leA the city bowevor 
with satisfaction, and travelled on pretty fast, till [ 
came to this place ; the meetings are mostly small, and 
in many places to the full as hard work as in England; 
yet there are some truly sensible friends, and here and 
theresomeof the youth that truth has laid hold of : I 
pray God they may keep their places, and that their 
number may increase. 

I intend to proceed through the county of Wexford 
into the province of Munster, where 1 expect Muj 
Peisley will join mc as a companion. I want to know 
how it fares with thee, dear cousin ; let not loo much 
discouragement enter thy mind. 1 have faith to bi 
A'cve that if thou waits vfit\ipa\ientca\\'*fi\W'««Sk. 
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This from Ihy affeclionate friend, and sister in tri- 
bulation. 
B^ Catherine Paytdn. 



^ LETTEU IV. 

Edgciid7tli Mo. l5tb, 1760. 
Dear Brother, 

I FIND an inclination to visit thee with a few lines; 
being drawn in tliat love which many waters cannot 
quench, into a secret sympathy of soul, and united to 
thee in what is more firm and durable than any outward 
bonds. Let us not be content with giving up a part, 
but make an absolute surrender of our whole heart to 
the Lord, wilhout the least reserve, aspiring after per- 
fect obedience to bis commands. It was those, in former 
times, wholeft ail, and followed Christ, that were his 
disciples, and the way is still the same ; the saying of 
our blessed Saviour retain their full force and energy, 
Ht that will be my disciple must take up his cross and 
foUoja me. If ye love me, keep my commandinenls. 

We shEill certainly be enabled to come up in obedi- 
ence, if there is a willingness to be stripped of our own 
excellence, and become little and low ; yea, to be ac- 
counted fools for his name's sake, not regarding the 
caresses of a vain world, but through him, resisting its 
most flattering allurements. It is true, there is a part 
in us that would fain partake of the pleasures of this 
world, being loth to submit to the death of the cross : 
it struggles hard for the victory, seeking, by reasoning 
and false glosses, to dim the brightness of the arising of 
the light in our souls, and thereby prevent our discern- 
ing with certainty, what we ought to do, and what to 
omit, furnishing with excuses, which may seem plausi- 
ble, for the omission of what we are convinced is our 
duty. I have sulfered deeply, by giving way to this 
reasoner, and find it hard to give up to what is mani- 
fested. 
■ . I crave thy remembrance, for weakwesa ^'r^ ^^im 
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soTTOunds me, aod was it not tbat 1 am sometimes leii' 
able of divine regaH, I should ^1 a prev to the de- 
vourer, wbo endeavours to cast down, even to the brink 
of despair. But blessed be the Lord, be does not forsake 
in the greatest trials. O ! he b worthy to be followed, 
eveo unto death. Happy are they who can say, with 
an upright heart, thy, mill O God, fie done. 

(1 amt with love unfeigned, thine affectiottately, 
. TaBITBA EciMlTD. 

LETTER V. 
Edgend, Gtb M«. 98tb, 1751. 
r DEAK Brotber, 

Thocsh I have so long delayed to acknowledge the 
receipt of thy last most welcome letter, let this inform 
thee, that neither negligence nor forge t fulness has occa. 
uoned it ; for I have intended almost daily to salute 
thee with a few lines, hut a multiplicity of engage- 
ments rendered it difficult. 

1 now do it, in that love which is of divine original, 
iu which my spirit has been often drawn into unity and 
sympathy with thee, imploring with tears, that the good 
hand which is the support of the poor and needy, may 
be thy safeguard, protector, and the lifter up of thy 
head. And truly I am encouraged lo hope thou wilt 
witness springs to he opened in the desert, and (be 
fioftly flowing stream of Shiloh run for the refreshment 
of thy drooping soul ; as thou art enough reagned and 
patient. 

Let the want we have of pillars in our Sion stir thee 
up to a willingness to abide under the refining band. 
Though this may seem to be a day of clouds and thick 
darkness, of gloominess, and theshadow of death, be not 
discouraged, but trust in the Lord ; he will preserve 
through all to the praise of his name. 

I own, tny dear brother, I am solicitous for thy 
preservation and safety. Snares are so thick planted 
for our feet, and bo manj Ihe Aa\ng&T» iVat witromKl 
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US, it behoves us to have on our spiritual armour, and 
to keep near our captain, nho has left us a rule or 
measure whereby to square our steps; his holy life re- 
mains to be ao unerring pattern, and the promised 
aBsistancC of his spirit, we know to be fulfilled ; which 
is the spirit of truth, to lead us into all truth, if we are 
willing to be led ; casting down at his footstool all our 
own excellence, and content to obey his commands. 
. We may remember, for our encouragement, the words 
of our blessed Lord to his followers. Be of good cheer, I 
have overcome the world. This indeed is the only 
praise-worthy conquest well deserving all our labour, 
and to this we are most certainly called. 

Suffer me, in the love of the gospel, to caution thee 
on thy return, to be watchful, and zealously engaged 
in spirit, lest the hurries and commotions of life should, 
in any degree, divert thee from the pursuit of the 
chiefeat good. Thou knowest its value, and the more 
we experience of the beauty and excellency of truth, 
the more we are engaged to follow it ; and the more wt 
follow it, the more we see the emptiness of every 
other enjoyment, 

I use this freedom towards thee, not that I esteem 
myself qualified for the office of a director. Heaven 
only knows how often, in emptiness, poverty, and dis- 
tress, I have my dwelling, having nothing to boast of; 
indeed, I would desire to be nothing, hut what he is 
pleased to require. And blessed be the Lord, he gives 
strength to those who make his will the way to, and end 
of all their actions and cares ; which that thou and I 
may ever endeavour to be found in the practice of, is 
the sincere desire of mv soul, who am in much near- 
ness, and true love, thy afibctionate and well-wishing 
sister, 

Tabitha EcKRoro. 

P. S. I hope ere long to be favoured with thy com- 
pany here ; and shall Inot congratulate thee on the 
expiration of thy seven years' absence, and approach- 
ing freedom? But what do 1 not v)i&\i fot to^ 
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brother I May the AUwise shed plentifully of the dew 
of heaven on thy future life ; and as much of the f»t> ' 
aesg of the earth as he sees convenient ! and let Ibn ' 
never be forgot, Seek Jirsl the kingdom of heaxru, uhiJ 
the righUonsness thereof, and all other tilings shall bt 
added. T. E. 



LETTER VI. 

Dudley, lal Mo. I'lh. 1753- 
Dear Cousin, 

Whek so fair an opportunity ofiers, I cannot weB 
omit sending thee a few lines, to which compassion, u 
well as afiectioa prompts me; for indeed I sympathize 
with thee in thy present afllicting circumstances and 
desire the Almighty may preserve thee in patience, tilJ 
he sees meet to open a way for thy deliverancea 
which 1 hope he will be pleased to do ere long, or lights 
en thy burthen ; I know not how better to advise tbati 
than to wait his time and be still. 

Dear cousin, it is,asthouob5ervest, a time of suSei^ 
ing to the living members of our society, in a general 
way. I have long felt it, and may I still feel it ! for if 
I do not, I conclude I muNt be insendble, or lightly 
soaring above the pure measure of truth ; a state 1 
fear much more than to bear the Lord's burlhent. 
Nay, I would fain not flinch, but cheerfully accept 
them, and be thankful that I am counted worthy, " 
any sense, to suffer for his name's sake. 

I am sure there is need for some in the ministry 
go deep into Jordan, for the maintaining a weighty pub> 
tic testimony. Lord grant that I may go deep enough I 
that what 1 offer may not he the conception of my own 
understanding, without the divine illun-.inatiool doc 
yet the experience of others barely, but proceeding from 
the weighty sense of truth, and be offered in the power 
of it! I doubt not but that thy desires are consc»kMil 
with this, and though weakness and fear attend tbeCi 
be not discouraged. Merciful and compassionate b 
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heavenly Father, or who might stand before him? 
passing by the transgressions of his people, as tliey turn 
to him with humble penitence; strengthening the 
weak to stand for his name, against the despiacrs of his 
glorious, everlasting truth. 

Think not, because I write thus, that I dwell as at the 
fountain-head ; for great, at times, is my poverty ; yea, 
as though I bad lost all sense of good. This sensibility 
of want, however, administers a comfortable proof that 
somR life remains ; hunger being a sure indication of it, 
in a spiritual, as well as natural sense. I am much 
alone, as thou knowest, with respect to companions, 
with whom I might converse in the freedom and unity 
of truth, and heavy exercises attend me various ways, 
and at this time particularly, which seems to be hid 
from my near friends, and which it may be best for me 
at present to conceal from them. Thus it may be seen 
thou art not alone, but that I, as well as many others, 
are thy companions in suCering, in which the world 
cannot sympathize : neither can It intermeddle with 
the joy and consolation which results from the know- 
ledge that our Redeemer lives, and the faith that he is 
on his way to unloose the heavy burrhens, and set the 
spirits of his servants at liberty to praise and magnify 
mm, who is for ever worthy. 

I salute thee in the best of fellowship, and conclude 
with desires for our mutual preservation, and enlarge- 
ment in the blessed truth, thy affectionate friend, 

Catheeinb PArTOH. 



LETTER VII. 

From on bonrd tlie Aleiander, IDth Mo, I5t)i, IT53. 

Dear Cousin, 

As I doubt not thou wilt be anxious to hear from us, 
and perhaps pleased to be informed of some particulars 
relating to our voyage, I take pen in hand for that pur- 
pose whilst on ship board, not knowing but other bm- 
ness may^ prevent me when on Bhore, 
R 2 
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After taking ship at Spithead on the 35th of 8th n 
we were about nine days before we got out of the i 
Channel ; since then we have been favoured with gei^ ' 
tie winda : no etorm has yet attended us, nor 1 hope 
will, as we now seem to draw near the desired port 
The climate we have passed through was exceeding 
hot, which has aflected our constitutions, causing ftxy 
fuse sweating and faintness ; but upon the whole, we 
have great cause to be thankful to the Almighty for 
his merciful support, and the refreshing incomes of luB 
love, which we have been made partakers of; wherein 
our souls have been established in peace, and hope in 
his future protection and assistance, though a share of 
exercises has attended us even here, as in every place 
they seem to he my companions ; but as 1 beUeve them 
to be wisely dispensed by Providence, i desire to be 
content, and patiently wait his time for their removaL 
We have had several meetings in the ship, and 1 
think it may be said, the testimony of truth gains ground 
in authority ; for at first it was very hard to speak to 
the people ; but in the last opportuuity, my companion, 
Mary Peisley, had a pretty open time to clear her 
spirit. But 1 wish it is not too much like the seed 
sown by the way side, which the birds of the air de- 
voured : but that must be left by us, who shall receive 
a reward in the faithful discharge of our duty, whether 
they will hear or forbear. We are now going, bound 
in the spirit, among a people to whom we are stmngen, 
but a secret hope is raised, that he who, we believe, 
has called us forth, will open the way for us, and miae 
up friends for our necessary assistance, and give W 
patience to bear and encounter the many triala ani^H 
difficulties which may fall to our lot. May our eye b^H 
to him invariably, saith my soul ! ^^H 

_ My companion joins in the salutation of true love H^| 
^L thee and thy couaio. ^H 

^^ CaTH&RIKE pAYTOlt. ^1 
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^K LETTER VIIl. I 

^^F CborJes Town, South CaroliDS, lltbMo.8tb. 1 

We landed here on the 26fh ult. after being greatly 
tried with stormy, contrary winds, which kept us near 
a week upon this coast, without suBering us to land ; 
but through infinite goodness we were preserved pa- 
tient and resigned in the midst of a scene of distress. 
Weakness of body attended at the same time, which 
was chiefly occasioned by the hardships we endured in 
the storm. ■ 

The people of this place behave with great civility ■ 
to us, and many of them attend our meetings. My I 
companion has had some good service among them ; I 
hut a door of utterance has not been so edectualJy 
opened to mc, as at many other places ; but I desire to 
learn in all states to he content, even if I am brought 
here only to be a servant of servants. My dear love 
to W. F. 

CATBGtIIRB PaYTON. 



LETTER IX. 

Lode Island, 6th Mo. 91b, 1754. 
Dear Codsw, 

The contrariety of the wind on which I now wait to 
carry me to Rhode Island, afibrds me leisure to acknow- 
edge the receipt of thine of the 23d 1st mo. which I 
got at Philadelphia, and which was truly acceptable 
to me, as it evidenced the continuance of that aflection 
and sympathy which was early produced between us, 
by the source and fountain of love ; and which nothing 
will be able to extinguish, as we abide in him. I feel 
its pure cementing virtue to flow towards thee, as fresh 
as when we were first united io Christ, in which my 
spirit rejoiceth, with hope that in the reading hereof 
thou wilt he made to taste of the same heaven-bom 
blessing ; thus we shall, in measure, witness an inter- 
course of spirit, being as epistles wrote in one another's 
hearts, known and read. 
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^1 It has not been without good CEiuse, my dear frieDd, I 

^F that thou hast been led to sympathize with me id a 
state of suffering; for many and deep have been my 
trials and exercises of spirit, since I came into thi§ coun- 
try ; but 1 will not complain, seeing I am assisted, as I 
have been in times past, (when my head has been 
wrapped about as with the weeds of the deep) so ibat 
I could look through these sorrowful dispensations with 
humble hope that they would be sanctified to me, and 
when Almighty Wisdom saw meet, removed ; and that 
mine eye should see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, and 
my soul have to rejoice in the salvation of God, and 
witness a getting the victory through the virtue of hit 
holy word, over the frailties and wickedness of fallen 
nature : which I am made to look into, and from it 
sense thereof to acknowledge thai in my flesh dwells 
no good thing. I am also led to admire the wisdom of 
Providence in humbling those whom he has seen meet 
to own, and, in measure, dignify before the people. Is 
it not for this, that no flesh might glory in his presence, 
but give to him the praise of hLf own works ? 

1 feel a freedom to write thus much to thee, but it 
seems to be a time in which spiritual truths are to be 
pretty much sealed up in my breast ; and it is my denre 
not to unlock the cabinet in my own will, or expow 
that which is lo be as a hidden treasure, till my great 
Master sees meet it should be exposed to public view, 
which in bis own time, [ have faith to believe will be 
the case. 

1 am informed that R. P. has thoughts of settling in 
Bristol, which gives me some pain. I have been 
thoughtful about him of late, but cannot lind the way 
open to write to him ; but have freedom lo desire tboe 
to tell him, to beware of the favour and friendship of 
the great ; a snare to which I think his natural dispa> 
■ition will be apt to subject him more than some otherii 
and which therefore requires a double guard. I haw 
looked upon him rs a hopeful plant, but pcrhapa n 
, jet able to bear the caresses of a iie<;^c\l(ul vrarla, n 
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deep enough in experience to distiagulsh between real 
and pretended friendship, in all, with whom he may be 
conversant. 1 am ready to think the enemy will tempt 
him with this bait, from which I desire the Almighty 
may preserve him ; for many have been hurt, if not 
ruined by it. If he does not seek great things, neither 
spiritual nor temporal, I hope he will do well ; and the 
Lord, who best knows what our states can bear, will 
provide for him sufficiently. My companion joins in 
the tenders of love to thee. 

I am, in the fellowship of the gospel, thy a£rectionate 
cousin, 

Cathebine Payton. 



K LETTER X. 

PIf nioulhiiu PenoBf Ivanis, 6th Mo. STth, 17S5. 
Sear Cousin, 

Pdrsl'aut to thy request I am set down to write 
thee hy this vessel ; though I am considerably unfit for 
the exercise by illness, occasioned by a great cold, 
which I took about ten days ago ; and being obliged to 
travel, as meetings were appointed, it still remains 
pretty heavy upon me. 1 hope, with a little rest, 
through Divine favour, I may soon be restored to such 
a degree of health as to be able to finish this painAiI 
journey, which to look at with an outward eye, seems 
drawing near to a conclusion ; we having now visited 
nearly all the meetings of Friends on this continent ; 
hut I confess there is yet a veil spread betwixt my 
spirit and England, through which I hope not to force 
my way, hut wait until it is removed bj Providence, 
and then I may joyfully set my face homeward, having 
this comfortable evidence, that I have so finished the 
work he has given me to do here, as to find acceptance 
in the Lord's great mercy. 

With regard to the threatening confusion among the 
powers of this world, I am principally concerned on 
behalf of others, knowing myself, in a ^ocA ie^Yiift, 'Coa. 
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iiilSlling of that command of our great Lord, " When 
ye hear of wars, and rumours of wars, be not troubled." 
For considering the present depraved state of mankind, 
these things will be, and 1 find it safest to look but little 
more at them than is necessary, in consequence of mr 
dutj: the arm of the Lord is my strength, which Ihope 
will be revealed in every needful time. 1 have faith 
that we shall not be given into the hands of an enemy, 
unless it be for some good end, and if the glory of God 
be advanced among men, by our being taken captive, I 
am at present resigned thereto. 1 sometimes look sor- 
rowfully towards England, as though some Judgment 
Vas near it, and could be glad to be rightly inspired to 
pray for it ; but it is as though the door of intercesBfon 
was pretty much shut to me, save for the Lord's ser- 
vants, and what can be done in such a case, but to sit 
down as quietly as possible, and take refuge under the 
shadow of the Divine wing until these calamities arc 
overpast. 

I have wrote more than I was apprised of when I 
sat down. My love to Friends ; and accept the sanw^ 
io a very near manner, from thy alfeclionate friend, 
Catheiude Pavtok. 



LETTER XL 

rhilidelpbia, lat mo. lOth, 1756. 
Dear Cousin, 

From a principle of affection, and an apprehcnnoa 
that thou mayst desire to hear from me, 1 am prompted 
to send thee a line, though otherwise much unfumi^ 
ed for writing, being rather low and empty, but. throi^h 
mercy, pretty quiet, and not without hope of DiviM 
preservation which is a blessing to be acknowledged 
with humble thankfulness, and if favoured with the 
same through life, we ought to endeavour to be coo* 
tent, although no great degree of Divine enjoyment be 
afibrded us; and honestly labour in the ability aSoriti 
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ing him for our reward, who is faithful, and will b^ar 
up the heads of his depending children in their deepest 
exercises, and in the end bless them with the fruition 
of glory. And what if our trials through life are great, 
our temptations abundant, and our labour and travel dif- 
ficult and painful to nature? Will it not furnish us with 
a more joyful song of praise to liim that hath support- 
ed, and assisted to do the work which he required of ub, 
till he brought us to his everlasting kingdom 7 For my 
part, I see suffering, poverty, &c. to be so consistent 
with our present state, and so good for us, that my 
soul prays to be united to them as my proper portion ; 
yet to have the eye of my mind direcfcd to him, whose 
hand isfullof blessings, which he dispenses according to 
the necessities of his people. I am ready to say, let 
him do what he pleases with me, if I am but in the 
Lord's hand it is enough. We cannof be unhappy, un- 
less the perverseness of our own will, and the corrup- 
tion of our nature make us so ; these I have seen to be 
the ground of a great part of our afflictions through life; 
and that to bring us into order, and reduce us into the 
obedience of Christ, we need these hitler baptisms, 
which we sometimes pass through, previous to the 
knowledge of our duty. This, in my view, demonstrates 
our imperfection ; the glorified spirits walk continually 
in the light of the Lord; and although we must not 
expect this to be our experience, whilst inhabiting 
these tabernacles of clay, yet let us remember, we are 
taught toaspire after this state of perfection, to do the 
will of God on earth as it is done in heaven ; a lesson, 
which ifwe had fully learned, there would not be so 
much reasoning and disputing with flesh and blood, 
when the knowledge of our duty was clearly made 
known to us, nor so much unwillingness to believe in 
the light. 

In writing thus I feel a freedom of spirit, so that 1 
am ready to query, is there not a cause '. I have thought 
myself of late tike one almost lost to my friends, yet I 
hope not so in reality. Our sta^ in VKa cmivi^^'i \vba 
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been prolonged, I suppose, beyond our Friends' expecbl- 1 
tion, but 1 hope not beyond our Master's time. My 1 
companion joins in the siilutation of dear love to tbeb 
1 am thy atfectionate coutiin, 

CATMEEtIKE PaTTOS. 




LETTER XU. 

Newhill Grange, Bih Mo. 34lh, 
MV DEAR FRIESD, 

Thou teUsme but little of the satisfaction met with 
in thy going along, but I may tell thee, whilst I am 
thus writing, that a comfortable hope springs in my 
mind, that though difficulties and various adlictiom 
may be thy lot, besides a sense of the drooping stale ot 
things, and the great declension from that primitive 
purity of faith and practice, which dignified our worthy 
elders, yet that thy labours will not he in vain in tM 
Lord. Those who go forth weeping, bearing the prt* 
cioua seed, and handing forth according to their ahilitjr 
of what is given for the help of others, whether to re- 
buke, instruct, or confirm, these will partake of the 
blessed fruits of obedience, and witness the sheaves of 
peace secured on their return, which they may have 
sought in vain, because the time was not fully come. It 
is necessary to Icaro to sutler want, as wellas to abound; 
and, if it should be our experience to be much abased 
in the sight of the congregation, it is indeed unpleasanlt 
hut perhaps necessary for some to pass through, in or- 
der for their refinement, and bringing into a willing* 
ness to become fools for Christ's sake. I am apprchetk- 
sive it is sometimes the case, that we think we hai 
acted asfoots.and our appearance been despic.ible 
the view of all present ; at the same time the caiue 
truth has in no wise sutlered, and we ha ve been io 
way of our duty, and rightly engaged. Vet some diffiri 
dent minds bring this upon themselves, even at umi 
wares, by looking too much at their own wcakncMl 
the adversary also seeking to tind room to plunge 
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discouragement such as he cannot exalt above measure, 
nor perhaps remove from their steadfastness, by any 
other means. 

As one who has suffered deeply by listening to 
his insinuations (which how plausible soever lead to the 
chambers of darkness, where there is no order) I would 
caution thee to be upon thy guard, and not weaken 
thy hands by giving way to his accusations, since the 
humble, attentive mind may feel the difference between 
the gentle reprehensions of the Prince of Peace, and 
the accusations and upbraidinga of the grand destroyer. 
My brother and sister give their love to thee ; accept, 
dear friend, a salutation of true love from thy friend, 
Tabitha Ecrovd. 



t^ LETTER XIII. 

Edgenil, eih Mo. 4th, ITSS. 
My dear Friend, 

I TBiNK it is high time to acknowledge the receipt 
of thy last kind favour, lest thou should think me indif- 
ferent as to cultivating the friendship between us ; this 
is far from being the case; I hope itisso well established 
as not to suffer decay by time, or any contingencies of 
life; so long as we abide on the good foundation, and 
are not sliding therefrom, though temptations, afflic- 
tions, and various trials attend. May that good hand 
that bath hitherto sustained, and been our preserva- 
tion, still uphold and conduct both thee, and myself, and 
his visited children in all their adversities, the world 
over ! A sentence thou quoted from a letter of thy 
worthy cousin, affects me much, and many times since 
I read it, I have had cause to subscribe to the truth of 
that remark, " That the perverseness of our own wills 
is frequently the ground of our sufferings ; to rectify 
and reduce which into the obedience of Christ we need 
many baptisms previous to the knowledge of our duty." 

This, 1 must own, has been my case, notwithstand- 
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ing the desire which lives id my heart to b 
devoted to the great master. 

I need not tell thee that I have for some years bad 
it in my mind to give you a visit, to which, in its first 
dawnings, I yielded my assent without hesitation, yea, 
I may say, with submision, and reverent hope in the 
Divine sufficiency ; when Ihia was done I grew not only 
easy, but was persuaded in my nnind no more at that 
time was required ; and 1 had as much satisfactioa in 
dropping the concern as 1 had before in giving up to 
it ; and for many months hud cause to believe 1 ^vas 
in the way of my duty, in abiding at home. But since 
the concern revived, I have found much more reluctance 
in giving way to it, and been unwilling to believe the 
manifestation, thinking the commis^on not of sufficient 
weight to be obeyed ; that labouring under such diffi* 
culties and fears, I could not engage in such a mighly 
enterprize. Thus 1 looked at my own weakness, un- 
fitness, and imperfections, and would have shut it out, 
with considerations like these : "It is impossible such a 
thing can be required of me, my heart fails me at the 
prospect ; if 1 set forward, my return may be with «»■ 
fusion." 

tThus, my dear Lucy, I have been for some time pail 
reasoning. Looking at the first view I had of this jour- 
I ney, 1 still thought that if it was really my duty, it 
would have worn the same aspect as at first it appear- 
ed with, and because it did not, I was not unvrilling la 
think the revival of it was a delusion, and that the wiH 
liad already been taken for the deed. By listening to 
^^ these insinuations, which seemed like plausible argn- 
^L ments, true faith was by degrees in a manner extinct 
^H Being shut up in poverty and darkness, I mourned 
^H greatly, having never, that I remember, been in such k 
^H low condition ; for to the distress in my own boeooi. a 
^H sense of the declining state of some in our meeting, wbo 
^B ' have lately married out of the society, added woe to 
^^^ tny sorrows, and I was ready to conclude mj,'"* " 
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had hitherto been in vtun, and that I had spent my 
strength for nought. 

Thus I have been greatly tossed, as with storms and 
tempests, and far from being comforted. 1 have sate 
as one amazed, fearing I should be quite overwhelmed. 
Yet frequently I had to look towards the holy temple, 
and endeavour to resolve, with all my heart, that if 
infinite mercy would once more condescend to favour 
me, and cause his light to shine, 1 would go wheresoever 
it might lead. And, blessed be the name of the Lord, 
my Saviour I he has upheld and supported beyond what 
I dared to hope for; preserving in patience my weary 
soul, and teaching to wait till he again appeared. And 
with the first davraing of the heavenly light, I was 
drawn towards you, and have since been preparing for 
the journey, which I would gladly perform with the 
diligence and faithfulness of a trusty servant. 

What I have said is indeed an ailment of imperfec- 
tion ; but my heart does not chaise me with wilful 
disobedience. I have been solicitous to know the right 
time to move, and have great cause to be thankful, 
because of the evidence 1 feel that it is not past. 1 
hope to set forward in a few weeks, accompanied by 
my friend Mary Slater. 

No doubt thou hast heard of the arrival of our valu- 
able friends from America ; many will rejoice that they 
are safely returned, after the many perils and diliicul- 
tiea they must have passed through ; may they experi- 
ence an increase of spiritual blessings, a rich reward of 
peace into their bosoms ! is what I greatly desire. And 
as the subjects of antichrist have been endeavouring to 
set them up as marks of reproach, for their faithful 
discharge of duty, in labouring to promote the kingdom 
of peace, and enforcing the practice of the doctrine of 
Christ our Lord, so 1 hope the designs of these opposers 
will be frustrated by him who can restrain the wrath of 
man, and give his servants patience in sufiering for his 
name's sake. 
■L lam, with the tenders ofcor^V esleem, VV\o<^, 
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^B LETTER XIT. 

^Hf Dudley, Sd Mo. S4th ITST. 

I HAVE received thine of Ihe 16tb, and am glad ta 
find that thou art so freely given up to follow the L»rd, 
in the way of his leadings, though it may be in p»tbi 
wherein our faith, patience, and obedience, will be 
greatly tried. I trust he will crown our engagemenh 
with an evidence that we have been in the way of out' 
duty, as we are concerned to move, step by step, in his 
light. My mind has been more than commonly tried 
in the present concern, yet cannot say, I repent of one 
step that I have taken towards the accomplishment of 
it However it may terminate, I have moved accord- 
ing to the best of my imderstanding ; as I have stood 
in the resignation, either to go or stay, I could do do 
other than hold myself in readiness ; hoping that the 
Almighty, whom I wish to serve with my body, spiiid 
and substance, will Ipad me in his wisdom. 

I must own that my mind is so much sunk into k 
sense of my own imperfections that 1 hardly dare look 
at going forth to instruct otiiers. Neither can I 
dare to draw back, for although to me belongs weak* 
ness, fear, and confusion of face, yet as our God is • 
consuming fire, and can, at bia pleasure, pronounce ma 
clean, through his word, (under the purifying operatiatt 
of which, I trust 1 now am, and am willing to abide the ' 
appointed season ;) I hope he will 6t me more and more 
for his service, so that I may not preach my own con- 
demnation, nor while I am endeavouring to keep the 
the vineyard of the Lord, neglect the cultivation of mjr 
own heart I sec it to he n great work to become the 
sons and daughters of God, without rebuke in the midit 
of a crooked generation, who are watching for evil, 
rather than good, and to lay %VRsle the service of Uw 
Lord's messengers, by exposing their defects. It 
difficult to steer our course, so as to give no just occ»> 
>ion to speak evil, and at the same time give no cm 
^M toiaace to their licentious practice; and iniumuch 
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they are interspersed through the camp of our Israel, 
I see it necessary to be somewhat reserved, especially 
in mixed compaQiea, or among such with whom I have 
had no previous acquaintance; and if for this I am 
thought stiff and precise, I must repose myself in the 
simplicity of my intentions, and desire to keep within 
the limits which divine wisdom prescribes. 

It is quite unexpectedly that 1 am thus led to write; 
but it may be no unnecessary caution to thee in the 
country thou art about to visit, where thou wilt meet 
with some who have the appearance of Friends, but 
may be found to be enemiea to the cross ef Christ, A 
freedom of behaviour is particularly agreeable to those 
whose caresses seem to demand it; but it is a tribute 
truth will forbid to pay to many. And as 1 much de- 
sire thou mayst be preserved from receiving any of the 
wages of unrighteousness, allow me to say, beware of 
courting the favour of any by abase condescension to a 
libertine spirit. 

i am thy atTectionate, and well wishing friend and 
cousin, 

Catharine Pavton. 



LETTER XV. 

Edg8nd,6lh Mo. SSth, 17.57. 
Dear Lucy, 

I HAVE been informed of dear Rebecca Smith's ill- 
ness, which much affected me ; though 1 have no doubt 
if she is now removed her change will be glorious, and 
the painful pilgrimage succeeded by a happy arrival in 
the regions of endless day, to join the general assembly. 
and church of the fii-st-born ; where, freed from the 
anxious doubts and fears that attend this weary travel, 
and secured from the dangers, snares, and temptations 
which beset almost continually, we may meet to part 
to more. 

1 own, my dear friend, the enjoyments of this present 
life, and the short-lived Balisfactions we ^ai\.?LtftCi\,^xfc 
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so imbittered by disappointments, and connected with 
fears, that I cannot but frequently say in secret, it ii 
better to be dissolved ; it ia better to be delivered (ram 
this tcnemcnl of clay, this hou^e of bondage. And T«t 
I would wait with patience the appointed time ; and as 
much as in me lies, fill up the day's work before the 
shadows of the evening approach. But I am attended 
with fears of being greatly deficient in my duty. 
From thy truly affectionate, and faithful friend, 
I Tabitha Ecboyd. 

P LETTER XVI. 

Edgend, Tth Mo. 30th, 1758. 
Mv DEAR Lucv, 

Tbv acceptable letter came to hand yesterday ; and 
I am willing to embrace the first vacant hour to ac- 
knowledge the favour, not knowing if it should be now 
omitted when 1 may again have leisure, as 1 bave many 
things to engross my time and thoughts. But know, 
dear friend, whether I write, or am silent, I put so hi^ 
a value on thy friendship, that I would willingly cultv 
vate it, as far as I am able. And as its original and 
best supplies proceed from the fountain of all perfection, 
I would gladly hope it may subsist when every tender 
connection in nature is dis^lvcd. 

I have near fellowship and sympathy with thee in Ibf 
lonely travels, and the perplexing steps thou hast la 
tread in, but was comforted in the perusing thy letter^ 
with an evidence in my mind of our heavenly Fathet^ 
love. Though not without a quick sense of thy jireseaC 
suficrings, 1 feci that it is a tribulation that workelh 
patience, and will be productive not only of experience^' 
out hope, even that hope which is as an anchor, s 
and stedfast, which never makes ashamed. 

I am much concerned to bear of the continued 
neas of our friend L d, and feel desires for her, t 
Divine mercy may be near in every trial, and snncti^ 
leverj prohalion ; and thai she, and aV^. o< us, may 
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mit to that power, which can thoroughly refine from all 
the dross, and every selfish view, making ua willing to 
be as nothing, and counted fools, so that the final issue 
mar be peace, and assurance forever. 

When I take a view of the many dangers attending 
poor mortals in this wUdemeas passage, I am ready to 
say, in humble thankfulness, it is of thy mercy, O Lord, 
that we are preserved in the land of the living ; it is of 
thy unmerited compassion that I am not consumed ; 
my longings are still continued, and increasing, after a 
better country ; where being delivered from evil, and 
freed from temptation, sorrow and sighing shall be no 
more. It is indeed my desire to join thee in fervent 
prayer, that every mercy may be so sanctified to us, as 
to work the greater humiliation. 

On this day two weeks I returned from our quarterly 
meeting at Lancaster. Lydia Lancaster was so well 
as to attend some of the meetings ; James Wilson was 
also there ; and it was truly comfortable to have the 
company, and ait under the lively testimonies of two 
Buch worthy honourable elders. 

I salute thee, in near affection, and am thy true friend, 
Tabitha Eckovd. 



P LETTER XVIL 

aoniToe, 5th Mo. ]Bt, 1759- 
Dear FEtiEnn, 

Thy acceptable lines of the 5th of 2d mo. came duly 
to hand. 1 would have wrote to thee sooner, but that 
I have been closely engaged on behalf of the society, 
in visiting meetings or families ; for it is my desire to 
perform the fittle service required, and 1 am well 
assured there will be a reward equal to it. 

The state of our society calls for mourning : the nu- 
merous slips of those in exalted stations mcreases the 
revolt ; and tends to strengthen those who have taken 
their flight in this day of outward ease. When I loot 
round, and take a view of the 80Ttov!tu\B.^^M«WLtA 
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things, 1 am ready to aay, Who is sufficient for tim j 
work 1 who is able to stop the rampant strides that tiie 
ofifepring of the professors of truth are making into un- 
due liberty ? except the Lord turn them they cannot be 
turned; except in the riches of his mercy he pardon 
them, they cannot be pardoned ; their condemnation 
will be greater than that of those who never sat under 
the teachings of a free ministry, nor had been taught 
to believe in the inward raaoifestations of the spirit of 
Christ. 

With humble desires for our mutual enlargement in 
Christian experience, I remain thy affectionate friend, 
Samuel Neale. 



LETTER XVIII. 

Dublin, lllh Mo. lOUi 1T5&. 
Dear Cousin, 

It has been rather want of leisure than affection and 
inclination that has prevented my thus saluting thee, 
since thy change of condition, which, I trust, will not 
occasion any breach in our friendship. 

Though it may now be expected thou hast conferred 
the greatest share of thy aOection on a particular. 1 
hope a proper portion is reserved for thy friends; a 
above all, ttiat thy love to the church, and devotion 
the service of it, in Christ, will remain unshaken. 

I have now well nigh fmished the service allotted 
in this land, and am preparing to return to my native 
country. I have travelled more than eleven hundred 
and twenty English miles, (besides crossing the sea) io 
about nine weeks. Thus I have been called to labour 
abundantly, for what cause inlinite Wisdom knows best 
1 hope, however, it will be blessed to some individuabi 
and that a reward of peace will bo mine. My consd- 
tution must suBer, yet I am upheld to the admiratioD of 
myself, and others. If I have but the evidence of act- 
ing in the counsel of heaven, 1 am content; even if tlw 

7 tabernacie should faW m ^b<t sctNvce. I need not 
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tell thee that my exercise has been frequently painful, 
suited to the states of the people ; but I leave the nation 
with a comfortable hope of revival of life in some 
places: a visitation is extended to the youth, and, 1 
trust, some of them will embrace it, and become instru- 
ments of good in a future day. 

I do not intend to seal this till I arrive in England, 
till when, 1 am thy truly affectionate cousin, 

Catherine Pavtoit. 



LETTER, XIX. 

3dMi> 15th, 1760. 
Dear Cousin, 

Previous to Ihe receipt of thy letter, I had intelli- 
gence both of thy illness and recovery. 1 am thankful 
to providence for thy restoration to health. 

1 never yet could believe that thou wast wrong in 
entering into the connection ; and therefore 1 trust, 
that he who constituted the union, will bless it to you 
both. lamglad to findthou canst soreadily obey the 
pointings of the divine hand ; and that thy husband ao 
freely resigns thee lo its disposing. No doubt nature 
will feel in these separations, hut as your happiness 
does not consist in the gratification of earthly desires, 
but in doing and suffering the will of God, your union 
in that life which can never end, will be increased by 
absence. 

Thy concern for my preservation from the snares of 
an unwearied adversary, I take notice of, with thank- 
fulness, and hope to join thee therein. I dare not pre- 
sume upon my standing ; feeling daily my weakness, 
and having, with sorrow, to observe the failures of some 
who have been eminently favoured : hut if a strong 
desire to be detached from the world, and fixed in the 
station which Heaven allots me, recommends to its no- 
tice, I may be allowed to hope I shall be supported 
in the midst of discouragements which attend. 
^L After many painful baptisms, (to some o^ \>i\\\0aftns4. 
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art no strauger) every prospect of what may be al« j 
lotted mc, is removed ; and 1 am content to remua 
blind to the future, until the hour come, wherein every 
determination of Providence is revealed. 

My constitution seems to be shaken by the maiff 
engagenaeots which await mc, both at homeand abroad; J 
but 1 am content, if this assurance remain, that I aJB I 
■ about my heavenly Father's business. Please to re- 1 
member me affectionately to friend Hammond, and bo- ' 
lieve me to be. dear cousin, in the sympathy of tbc 
gospel, both in suffering and rejoicing, thy friend and 
companion, 

Catherine Pavtos. 



F LETTER XX. 

Mancbealer, 3d Mo. ICIh, I 
Dear Friend, Richard Eckrovs, 

Mr mind is geatly affected with a sense of th' 
in tbcGudden death of thy dear wife, who had ^ 
been a comfortable companion and help-meet in liCbl 
But alas ! daily experience shews us how transient ai 
uncertain all temporal blessings arc ; which shi 
excite our minds to aspire afler enjoyments more : 
lime and certain, that will endure when all our painJnl 
conflicts are ended. Thou knows where to apply for 
succour in this time of trouble; and 1 trust, the snine 
holy hand which has many a time stayed thy mind in 
various exercising moments, will now be near to clothe 
nith patience and due re»gnation to the Lord's will 
who gives and takes away in unsearchable wisdom : 
who, though he see meet to administer atlliction, and 
mix our cup with bitters, yet in great condescension to 
human weakness, draws near to support the poor dit- 
consolate mind when desiring to embrace the rod, and 
not repine or murmur on account of trouble, but at 
tentively hearken to its language, in order to be iiH 
atructed. It is my desire for thee, and all thine, that 
niindsinay be centered iit bumble hu^c, and trust 
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io him, who is, and ever will be, a God near at band, 
and present lielp in time of trouble. And, I doubt not, 
he will be so to thee ; a staff to lean upon in the de- 
cline of life, when deprived of thy best temporal com- 
fort. 

1 feel my Heavenly Father's love to tender my mind 
In writing these lines, and aHectionately salute thee 
and all thy children in true sympathy and union of 
spirit. My brother joins in dear love with thy friend, 
Sarah Taylor. 



LETTER XXI. 

WmlngtoD, 2d Mo. 20th, 1761. 
Dear Friend asd Kinswoman, 

Among the many wishes of thy friends for thy hap- 
piness, none desires it with more sincerity than my- 
self, though more silent about it than some others ; and 
as a testimony of my concern for thy welfare, I sit down 
to throw before thee a few hints which may be useful 
to thee, if attended to ; even to render thy lile easy and 
happy, and thy end honourable and peaceful. 

First, and principally, thy duty to the Almighty Lord 
andmaker of all things; bywhom, and through whom, 
all things visible and invisible consist, the Author of ail 



Let him be looked to, and remembered by thee, in 
this light, and be humhjy engaged to seek his favour. 
Let nothing impair thy love to him. He it is that can 
blast every pleasing prospect, can wither every hope, 
and also sanctify every affliction. Be not ashamed to 
shew thy trust in him. by humbly walking before him. 
It is in vain to espect a total freedom from sorrowful 
events, but a great mercy to have the staff of ages to 
lean upon. 

Secondly : The duty to thy husband, who, if 1 judge 
right, from his tenderness and affection to thee, will be 
entitled to every degree of a mutual return: study his 
temper: accommodate thy owq to it", \ Wn^ fiueck 
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great inconvenience arise through inattention, where 
the wife hesitates at the request of the husbaod, and 
yields at last a reluctant ohedience: this diminishe 
that tender affection which is the life and comfort of the 
married state ; gradually creates a distance, and then 
life may be uncomfortably dragged along, hut not hap-, 
pily enjoyed. Cultivate in his mind, and in thy own 
every religious sentiment, strengthen that part as much 
as|>05sib]e: hereby a twofold cord of divine lore and 
natural ailection will unite you in a covenant never to 
he broken. 

Third : Towards Friends of the meeting into which 
thou art removing, let thy conduct he humble, a&hte, 
and exemplary, not assuming ; preferring others, that 
others may prefer thee. Humility is the surest way to 
honour : let no emulation to be greater than some, and 
equal to the greatest, ever be harboured in thy breast ; 
for this will raise displeasure, envy, and other disagree- 
able affections in the minds of others : let thy dress be 
rather beneath, than on the level with thy circum- 
stances; it will be to thy reputation. 

Fourth ; Let it become thy constant watch to avoid 
that ruinous practice of tattling, lale-bearing, and se- 
cret reHection. These sources of division and mischief 
are hateful to God and man. This character sets it- 
self as the object of general contempt; its hand is 
against every one, and every one's hand and heart will 
he agabst them who merit it. The concern of one's 
own mind and family are sufficient to employ a prudent 
mind, without interfering unnecessarily in the business 
of others. Notwithstanding this, sacred reproof, where 
just, and immediately addressed to the parly, U n bcoit- 
tiful, useful part of friendship. 

Fifth: Let thy husband's relations become dear to 
thee. Cultivate every sentiment of friendship and af- 
fection for them, especially for his mother, with wbo« 
anxieties a son must sacredly sympathize. 
^^^ Excuse, dear cousin, the Irecdom of these hintsj, 
^B tbef proceed not from any ^uqM a.^yT«hensioQ of i^| 
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contrary conduct, but my affection for thee induces 
me to wish thou mayst be found in the way to blessing, 
even the blessing of Heaven above, and of the earth 
beneath, tlie blessing of the ancient mountains, and 
everlasting hills. 

I am thy faithful friend, and aifectionate kinsman, 
Samuel Fotheroill. 



LETTER XXII, 

Divers of this age have benl their thoughts and de- 
sires too much towards the earth, to have a clear dis- 
covery of the times and seasons, in a spiritual sense ; 
indeed the sacred purposes of the Almighty are inscru- 
table by all the penetration of Unite understanding, un- 
influenced by his own Holy Spirit Yet some have seen 
and believed in the visions of light, that the day of gos- 
pel light, which has dawned upon the nations, will 
rise higher and higher, though some clouds may at 
times intercept its brightness, as hath sorrowfully been 
the case amongst us as a people : the earth has got 
between many of us and the sun, and brought an eclipse, 
which has been almost total over their understanding, 
and thus they have not been of the use which was in- 
tended, to give light to a dark world, 

Though I would not dert^ate from the work of 
those honourable sons of the morning, who were made 
instrumental, in a great degree, to break down the par- 
tition wall, or rather diabolical structure, which selfish 
man had erected, as between God and the people ; yet 
I am not afraid to say it was, and is the design of God 
that his people, in future times, should make an im- 
provement on their labours, and carry on the work of 
reformation, further than was effected by them, 

I am of the judgment that the day hath begun to 
dawn, in which the sun of righteousness will rise higher 
and higher, and shine with greater lustre than hereto- 
fore ; and if those who are called of God to be sona <^{ 
the morning look back to the night, b-j i\'5^\'ft^ ^ 
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golden cup of abomination, which is held out to lbs 
nations, they will frustrate the desigli of Providence 
respecting them, though not in relation to his own 
work, for it is his sacred detcrniiDatioD to be gli 
heaven, and glorified on earth. 

Should it be so that those who are called hie Israel 
be not gathered, I am of (he faith, that when the g<»> 
pel has been first preached to them, and they neglect 
to embrace it, (thereby rendering themselves unworthy 
of so great salvation) the feet of the messengers will be 
turned another way, even to the highways and hedges, 
with a power of compulsive love, which will prevail ou 
the halt, and the maimed, and blind, to come to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb : and, by coming, they 
will be made beautiful, as a bride adorned for her hus- 
band, who shall not look back to the things that arc 
behind, but press forward towards the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God, in Christ ; following Mh 
man's example further than they follow him. 

What if I say in the faith that is given mc, that God 
has designed to carry some of this generation higher 
and further in righteousness ihan their forefathers were 
carried; even such as were honourable in their day. 
and are fallen asleep in Christ. Therefore let them 
take care that they limit not the Holy One of Isnn '_ 
nor circumscribe the leadings of his blessed spirit, 1^' 
kioking too much at the example of others ; for Ibb ' " 
been a means of hindering the prc^ression of many 
rious, well begun reformations; instead of going 
ward, they have looked back, and even sunk betoi 
the standard of the first reformers. 

And those who will be the instruments to labour for 
a reformation in this degenerate age, must find a differ- 
encc in their trials from the sons of the former morn* 
ing; they will be of a more severe and piercing kind. 
Theirs were from the world, and such as might be ex- 
pected; our (rials will chiefly arise from tliosc under 
the same profession, clothed with the spirit of th» u-or)4' 
LApu^/j under disguise. 
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God will divide in Jacob, and sciittcr in Israel, before 
that reformation is brouglit about which he designs. 
Mary Peislbv. 



LETTER XXUl. 
Dear Friend, 

I HAVE received thy letter, with a copy of the ap- 
plication of to friends of L s, to be receiv- 
ed into membership. The person under notice hath 
my sympathy; I believe him joined to the living, 
through the quickening virtue of the life-giving word, 
and I pray for his complete formation, as a vessel meet 
for the Master's use. Yet a secret jealousy affects me, 
that patience hath not as yet had its perfect work, to 
lead him into all the depths of the Lord's preparing, 
nor all the idols cast to the moles and to the bats. My 
jealousy ariseth from the activity of disguised self, which 
loves the splendid picture ; an easy purchase in com- 
parison of the deep hid pear) of substantial truth. 

We sorrowfully know there are amongst us tradi- 
tional formalists, having a name only by outward inhe- 
ritance ; yet there remains a worm Jacob, the feeble, 
but faithful wrestler, whose life is hid with Christ in 
<jod; who through the virtue of the sacred unction, 
have not an absolute need of man's teaching, but are 
gathered in spirit to the Lard's mountain, where the 
Lord of Hosts makcth to all people a feast of fat things, 
and where he destroys the face of the covering, and 
the veil which is spread over all nations. 

The testimony given to us, as a people, in various 
branches, hath been a stone of stumbling and a rock of 
offence to many, who have wished for our crown with- 
out our cross, and have overlooked and despised the 
peculiarity of our testimony, or rather the Lord's testi- 
mony through us. The language, fashions, and cus- 
toms of the world, though by many deemed indifferent, 
are not so to us, but are a part of the growth (i(tt«&. 
iofty hSbaoon, which the day ot the \jOt6> \a \.o tw 
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upoD, as well as the cedars ; and when that day c 
it will burn as an oven, with prevailing heat, and leave 
them neither root nor branch. All who have entered 
into fellowship with us, by the baptism of Christ, which 
is the right door of entrance, have found it to be their 
duty to attend to these testimonies, not from imitatioD. 
but from conviction of their propriety. Wc might have 
many preachers break in upon us, were we at liberty 
to admit them upon the bottom of general speculative 
truth, without their coming to the unity of the spiriL 

How far the person concerned may have come into 
this testimony 1 know not ; but this 1 have observed, 
that many of other societies rather revile than approve 
this peculiar dispensation, (which the longer I live, the 
clearer I see to be from heaven,) against all carnality, 1 
whether in obiious evil, or more concealed in IH | 
walks of formality, or more refined and fallacious i 
the outward courts of the temple. 

[ take notice of a passage in the letter of 

expressing " that the life b^ins to send up fresh sap 
" into my dead branches, the blind in me b^ns to see, 
" the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak." This a[^ 
pears to me to be the truth, and a strong descriptioa 
of an infantile state, not grown up into the capacity of ■ 
preaching the gospel of salvation. The forty days rfr J 
treat into the desert, previous to the ministry of the I 
holy Jesus, seems to me not fully accomplished. How-" 
ever, I feel much for him, I love him, and wish to give 
him the right hand of fellowship in the Lord Jesus : oh! 
that he may endure the Lord's preparing day, that 
he may come out of the house of bondage clear, . 
and unmixed with any of the things which vcUttwJ 
beauty of the Lord's workmanship. 1 

I hope friends will be tender towards him: yet fori 
his own good, nod for the sake of the testimony, UiatB 
they will lie Srm and steady, this will be beneficial t» I 
him, if he ever cornea in at the right door. I rccocnntcnd I 
friends and the person concerned, to the great miiuii' ~ 
ofthesaDCtixarj, that in bis councW a.n&vi\adan\Kll n 
laove, aad the precious unity ot Ihtons; «\.«rou\w 
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may be kcown to run down to the nethermost skirts of 
their garments. 

I am thy affectionate friend in deep travail forZioo's 
welfare, that none who love her may fail of the salva- 
tion, which is within her gates. 

Samuel Fotuerqill. 

EXTRACTS from 
LETTERS OF RICHARD SHACKLETON. 

lllhMo. 1755. 
It looks as if we must labour hard for our bread 
through the course of the meetings. Perhaps it may 
be best so, for what is hardly gotten is oftentimes care- 
fully kept And indeed, 1 think I have seen great 
loss accrue to some of honourable rank in this respect, 
that when good Providence, in unmerited condescension, 
has favoured them with the bedewings of his goodness, 
in order for leavening and seasoning their spirits for his 
service which is bo much wanting, they have, for want 
of knowing a settlement and abiding in the life, let these 
favours pass transiently over, and not be productive 
of the fruits intended by them. And with sorrow it 
may be too often said of them, " Their goodness is as 
a morning cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away," 

SlJlMo. 1769. 
It is true my present situation is among tlie pots : 
yet I am a prisoner of hope. I am indeed an impotent 
man ; nor is there in me, nor in the powers of my nature, 
any capacity to crawl near the salutary waters ; much 
less to impart of them toothers. lean say of a truth, 
I am glad too see my equals, my familiar friends and 
acquaintance, become my guides, take the lead and 
grow from strength to strength in the great Master's 
cause. It is my earnest desire that I may never in- 
jure it; but having waded here through many deeps 
(unknown to mortals,) I may be so preserved in my 
sorrowful pilgrimage, as that 1 maj ?l\. \aa\. \a.'j ^^^^ 
T 2 
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my weary head in peace, and be admilted any where 
within the door of perpelual rest. 

5th Mo. ma 
The several dispensations which we are under in our 
religious pilgrimage, may be compared, I think, to the 
various turns, roads, and lanes in a journey. I am at 

firesent, and have been for many years in one loi^ 
ane ; when I shall get out of it, E know not. The 
believer is not to make haste. The great point is, to 
make strait steps, and keep steadily, right on our way 
in the right road, without loitering, looking annece!«an- 
ly behind, or in the impatience of our own sfurits pre* 
sing too hastily forward. — Indeed, i find the road ofttua 
life so bestrewed with difficulties and dangers, and mj' 
self so exceedingly weak, and unable by my own pour^ 
ers to preserve alive my own soul, or even to aucccfld 
in my temporal transactions, by reason of my peculiar' 
incapacity, that under this sense 1 cannot but couunit 
me and mine with great earnestness to tbc protecttoi 

^and help of Divine Providence- 
nth Mo.)Tnk , 
The warfare between the spirit which is not ofttN 
world, and the spirit which is of if, is great and difficult! 
the siluation of some makes it more so to them. AaA 
the Being who is the source of all our happiness in 
and eternity, is a jealous Creator, demanding (as is fail 
just right) the whole heart, and will not accept of a paiw 
tial sacrifice : he requires the prime, the best, a wli ' 
hurnt-offering. May thou, my dear child, steadily 
sign thyself in all humility to be guided in hb wtsdom. 
so wilt thou be preserved an exceeding great comfort 
to me thy poor inwardly-distressed father, a ble«ing to 
the family, a way-mark, a good example, and an ori*. 
nance of help to thy near and dear friends, whom tl 
loveat, and by whom thou art beloved. Thus, my 
loved child, thou wilt be preserved out of the e' 
I wbicJj are in the world, and the ^evplexities, perturl 
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tions and troubles consequent to them : thou wilt grow 
from stature to stature in the experience of good ; and 
though in taking this cup of liie, which is a cup of mix- 
ture, thou may expect to meet with trouble, yet thou 
will still find and feel the reward of thy diligence, faith- 
fulness and obedience, to be peace. 

lat Mo. 1773. 
I HAVE often compared myself to a. reed shaken by 
the wind. May thou dear child, be preserved in sim- 
phcityand nothingnessof self, in humility, and lowliness 
of mind. Seeking diligently after and waiting steadily 
for the inward experience of that which is unmixedly 
good. Tliis is the way to be helped along from day to 
day, through one difficulty and proving after another, 
to the endof our wearisome pilgrimage, having recourse, 
like the hunted hart, to the brook by the way, when 
pressed by our spiritual enemies. By this, my dear 
child, thy predecessors in our family, who lived in the 
truth, were enabled to wade through their afflictions, 
and know that overcoming which entitles to the glorious, 
eternal rewards. Many are the favours which thou, 
my dear daughter, hast received at the hand of the 
Great Giver. What need I enumerate any of them 7 
thy grateful heart is sensible of them. May thy branch- 
es, weighed down wilh humility, gratitude, and all 
fruits of the spirit bend towards the root which sustains 
every tree of righteousness, and from which its sap and 
life is supplied, and derived. By humility and lowliness 
of mind, many temptations are avoided, and encum- 
brances escaped. It is a safe and quiet habitation, in- 
to which the devil cannot enter, and his emissaries view 
the dwelling with derision, and turn from it in contempt 
So the heavenly guest has more free admittance, and 
uninterrupted abode; and the bread eaten in secret 
administers invisible, hut efifectual, support. 

5th Mo- \lTi. 
■^ Thk mectingsare iarge, and mstrumen^.^\\i'^'?^&«.V■ 
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ed in them : but what shail 1 say 1 a people profesnw | 
the inward spiritual life and spiritual worship, and 
holding the same forth to the w^ld must be spirituallj 
minded, and dig deep down to the nether spring, tM 
source, the fresh supply of all right religious ability: 
otherwise there will be a withering at the root, and 
decay at the heart ; although from the temporary 
showers which may fall from the clouds, and the fa- 
vourable aspect in whith they are planted, there may 
be a fair semblance, and enduring for a while. My 
dear child, my spirit has often near unity with thce^ 
and I often and fervently deare thy stability in righte- 
ousness, that thou may not cut and carve, and seek any 
thing for thyself, nor seek to be any thing ; but wbai 
that which quickens and animates and refreshes a lit- 
tle is withdrawn, then be like ashes, reduced to nothii^, 
cold, inanimate as to religion. So, patiently abiding in 
this low estate, the Lord will give beauty for (or instead 
of those) ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the 
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness. My 
children are indeed near my heart ; and tlieir stea^ , 
wise walking in all humility along the perilous patii at 1 
lite, as it will be their own great interest, eo it wotdCJ 
be my exceeding comfort; for in this world (hey I 
well as I must meet with trouble. This is not the f\»ti 
of rest and respite and safety, but the field of bnttl* 
in which if wc be foiled, there is no second place ( 
combat; we are ruined irretrievably. But if by kee)>» 
ing close to the captain of our salvation, and obeying^ 
his orders and direclions, we happily obtain the victorf, ■ 
the conquest is unspeakably glorious. 

1 lib Ho. IT1 

Tbe business of the meeting is now over : tlie coO*l 
eluding meeting to be to-morrow. This has be«n m1 
me a particular day of dryness and insensibility, 
almost wonder at myself, how it is with me. But n 
cannot always sacrifice. We must learn to bear na« I 
and Jaminc, to bft ia pnaMi B,Q&va dnaXtttoftent I 
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Such is the state of us poor creatures while probation- 
ers here. My dear children are often the subject of 
nij prostrate petition, that they may he preserved, by 
Buch means as Almighty Wisdom may appoint, from 
the delusions of an insiduous busy adversary, that Ihey 
may be entiiely dedicated in body, soul and spirit to 
their great Creator, and that he may graciously accept 
of them to he his true and faithful servants in their ge- 
nerations. This is what I wish and desire for my chil' 
dren : not that they may be sons and daughters of the 
earth, and have a name and fame among unregenerate 
men, receiving their consolations whilst here, and alien- 
ated and separated hereafter from blessed and refined 
spirits forever, 

eth Mo. 1777. 
I AM in sentiment with thee that this trial may have 
been permitted for good purposes : we may see thereby, 
and by numberless instances, how uncertain is the state 
of human prosperity: and how soon the fairest build- 
ings of our imagination, our schemes and our hopes, 
may be dashed to pieces. We live in a world where, 
from a multitude of various causes, we may be made 
most wretched and miserable, and miss of a place of 
rest hereafter. What need have we then of walking 
awfully in humble thankfulness when we enjoy all the 
necessaries and conveiyences of life ; and when this 
life is rendered by our Almighty Benefactor not only 
tolerable but comfortable: yea, when, in the infinity 
of his condescending goodness, he is graciously pleased 
to superadd to his temporal favours the visitations of hia 
holy spirit, to prepare us for, and afford us an earnest 
of eternal salvation. May you, my dear children, keep 
your vessels (your hearts) clean, and empty, waiting in 
abstractedness of thought and nothingness of self, that 
those vessels may receive some of the blessed infusion, 
which will preserve you sweet and savoury, will 
strengthen you to go through the duties of this life with, 
alacrity, and qualify you to be ot some 6«\v\R,t 'vo.'^sa 
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-church in your day. I have unity with yon both in 
' your baptisms, ki.your dedicatioiB, and in your quicken- 
ed resolutions, that you will choofse the Lord and fais 
servicej and not the woiid and its spirit, for the lot of 
your inheritance : and the petition of my heart is fer 
your growth and establishment in the most preckMB 
truth* Amen. 



3rd Mo. 1778. 

We are short sighted, and of ourselves know not 
what is best for us, or will in the end turn out most 
satisfactcH-y to us, as to such matters. One thins we 
may be assured of, that purity of heart, and the cultiva- 
tion of an intercourse between our spirits and the au- 
thor of all our blessings, is our real, true, substantial* 
and permanent interest. Uncertainty and disappoint- 
ment are the natural growth of this country, but un- 
mixed enduring happiness is a plant of heaven : of the 
fruit of which tree, my dear child, the saints on earth 
are at times permitted to feed ; and by this earnest 
are enabled to press through the difficulties of this life, 
aspiring after the full fruition thereof in the life which 
is to come. 



8th Mo. 1778. 

But we are grown such an outward instead of an 
inward people, so carnal instead of spiritual, we lust so 
for words, and for Moses (the servants) to speak, that 
some great revolution, some general calamity, or at 
least some dreadful apprehension from the view of an 
uplifted rod, seems not unlikely to be employed for our 
rousing and reformation. My mind is at times much 
plunged in deep baptism under a sense of our degene- 
rate state, earnestly desirous that this most precious, 
excellent and holy thing which was sent among man- 
kind may prevail and spread, and rule and reign, whose 
undoubted right it is. 

%a[k Mo. 1780. 

I MAY therefore mention Oaat cwx iptoNvoRfe ii«»^Da% 
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Eeemed to partake sgmewhat of the poverty of the 
place and people where and among whom it was held. 
Nevertheless, a degree of life attended, and thy poor 
father was favoured with capacity to have access to 
the place where prayer is wont to be made, and there 
to ofler his humble, earnest, tender petition for himself 
and others ; but almost a total imbecility for any ac- 
tive serWce in discipline attended me ; and 1 thought a 
reproof for my folly rather than any encouragement 
succeeded a few words thrown out in the course of 
transacting some affiiirs of discipline, which I hope to 
heap up to myself, and hide in my heart for my better 
government another time; live and learn. Thus is 
verified the proverb, The rod and reproof give viiidom, 
but a child left to himself, bringetk his mother to shame. 
The rebukes of the Divine Spirit correct and amend 
our spiritual defects, and cultivate our spiritual under* 
standing in enlargement of service ; but he that is left 
and deserted of that guide, and waits not for its direc- 
tion, but leans to his own understanding, is in danger 
of disgracing the cause, which his ignorant zeal wants 
to promote, and of bringing his mother (the church) to 
shame. 

6th Mo. 1781. 
Yesterday 1 wasted in the world; at my return 
home in the evening I got thy sweet memorial, which 
was acceptable and comfortable. Let us not be anxi- 
ous about branching and spreading: but take root down- 
wards in the hidden life ; so shall we stand against the 
dangers which attend both from sun and wind; from 
popular favour, and popular dislike 1 greatly love the 
littleness ; a grain of gold ia of greater value than a deal 
of base metal. Remember the bow, which hangs od 
the pin, unbent, till by command it is taken down, and 
used ; thus it preserves its force and elasticity. May 
thy bow abide in strength, and the arms of thy hand 
be made strong. 1 cannot express the love I have felt 
and feel for thee; again, keep low ani WtnWeiaa&X^'*. 
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self be of no reputation. Those who covet the ap» I 
plause of men, and have an ear out lor it, like listen- f 
ers, seldom hear good of themselves : but those fed J 
most of the inward strength and unity of the brethreiii J 
who seek that honour which cometb from God onlj. 

lOih Mo. 1T8I- 
I Au obliged to thee for thy letter, for the opennefl' 
and familiarity of it, and for the friendship and free- 
dom which it breathes. 1 feel somewhat like a father, 
or rather a grandfather, who likes very well to hear 
bis child prattle to himself, yet rebukes it when b« 
fears it makes too free with another. To branch out 
too diffusively in the epistolary way has a snare in it. 
A multitude of correspondents is troublesome, and there 
is a danger of there being more leaves than fruit We 
are variously appointed : some perhaps may be allowed 
to indulge their inventive faculty, and a vein of imagi- 
nation, which others would be inwardly hurt by at- 
tempting. Each of ua should keep within the limits ot 
our own tether. We are each of us expressly lold, (as 
our first parents were) what is the fruit forbidden to a 
severally, and death in a greater or lesser d^ree fol- 
lows, if we touch it I believe some anointed servant! 
have been hurt by suffering their imaginations to wan- 
der upon unprofitable subjects, as well as reading uo- 
profitable books, and writing to an unprofitable de> 
gree. A great deal depends on such keeping their v€»- 
sela clean : ihere is a defilement, which though it be 
not gross, yet renders the vessel unfit for the reception 
of the heavenly virtue : or, if it be infused, it knes of 
its fine quality, and is adulterated. Biit. says the apos> 
tie, the will of God is, that ye should abstain from for- 
nication, and that every one of you should know tx>w 
to possess hb vessel in sanctificutioo and honour. May 
it be thy care, my dear child, diligently to wait lor the 
renewal of that baptism, which keeps the vessel clean, 
that so when the master of the house Khali think fit to 
I to take it off the shelf, ^wWe it wwi^ have been 
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for some time, vrith the mouth downward) it may be 
ready for immediate use. 

2d Mo. 17B2. 

I AH not so solicitous about the permanence of our 
epistolary correspondence, as I am about the penna- 
nence of pure love and real friendship between us. 
Epistles, like testimonies and declarations, may cease, 
havbg had their day, but fervent charity should abide 
undiminished. When I was last in England, I hap- 
pened somewhere to hear that thou hadst a propensity 
to write much : I thought there was a danger in it, and 
I knew not how to act more consistently with that 
friendship which 1 felt and expressed, than to warn 
thee of the danger. I threw my then present thoughts 
tt^ether on the subject, and spread them before thee. 
1 know not how I expressed them, but I know I did not 
mean thereby to preclude the freedom of an inter- 
course between us, which may be limited'and enlarged 
according to our best feelings. 

i kept no copy of my letter ; if any word or expres- 
sion in it escaped me, which was capable of giving thee 
ofience, I request thou wilt be so kind as to quote it 
with the context ; and I shall 1 hope, cither explain to 
thy satisfaction or condemn it. You speakers ought to 
be very ready to hear. I have seen some very sensible 
seasonable reprehensions of thine, which as they were 
well meant were also well taken. Little cautionary 
hints often make up the most profitable, though per- 
haps not the most pleasing part of a letter. I thought 
it prettily expressed by Catharine Payton long ago in a 
letter to a correspondent of hers; "I would not have 
thee think that 1 write this to please the natural part ; 
no, far be it from me to offer the incense of flattery, or 
even pain my friends with a recital of their excellen- 
cies: true friendship needs no such weak supports; but 
is rather pleased with judicious reproofs." 

As to my ever going again to your land, or any of m^ 
children, it is quite a matter of UQceitam^, ^UlN^y^^ 
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in the cloud of futurity. I have earnestly desired, and 
especially of late, that I might not be suffered to g» 
here and there lightly and foolishly ; but that divine 
wisdom might be graciously pleased to order my way 
and guide my steps. I am blind and weak and igno- 
rant, 1 think in a great degree ; and if merciful help 
does not interpose, 1 am sure I shall be able neither to 
stand nor go. Some of superior abilities and strength 
mar trust in one thing or another ; but as for me, 1 have 
nothing to trust to for the preservation and welfare of 
me and mine, but the mercy nod condescending notice 
of the Lord Almighty. 

12lh Mo- 178t 
I nEMEMBEBED as I lay in bed that 1 was in di^bt to 
a long, instructive, atTcctionatc, obliging epistle of thine, 
to which I have no sort of expectation ot making any 
thing like an adequate return ; neither have I, that I 
know of, such emulation about mc. Honest fricDdstiB 
entertaining one another, should not vie in elegance 
and superfluity, but simply and cordially bring out the 
best they happen to have In the house for thdr guests : 
and though the fare may seem mean, yet if it be souad 
and savoury, and served up by clean hands, there is bo 
reason to be ashamed of it. It is the alTectiog to a|>> 
pear something above our abilities that renders us coo- 
temptible, and which if persisted in will be in danger of 
making us bankrupts. But why these strictures? They 
have no pointed meaning, my dear cousin ; they ere 
general observations. I hope and believe we are both 
pretty clear of affectation, and superfluity, and aetenta> 
tion, though unintentially 1 fell on this subject Ixva 
and unity, I trust, subsists between us; and if adtnow- 
tion was necessary to be imparted, I also trust m 
should receive it from each other without having a re- 
course to any oblique insinuation. 

They call our dwelling the Retreat. It is indeed 
in some respect ; but annoyances of one sort or 
M3^l brenk in. Flies are most Uo\iV>V«Bom£ta ' 
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To keep low and humble, to step cautiously and feel- 
ingly, to watch diligently over the movements in our 
minds, to wait for that baptising virtue which makes 
and preserves sweet and clean, to be as good servants 
ready for every occasional duty which may be unex- 
pectedly required; this h the state we desire to be 
Ibund in, and wish it was more our experience. But 
we are poor, and desire the prayers and sympathy of 
our dear friends to whom we are united in the fellow- 
ship of suiTering. 

TiTclflh Mo. 1783. 
When we prescribe for such as thou art, we must 
also take in the mind, which often affects and is affect- 
ed by the organs of the body. Be an obedient child. 
Now a child does not reason a great deal, nor puzzle 
itself with a consideration of probable consequences j 
its duty and its praise are simply to do as it is bid. 
This is acceptable to the great father of the family in 
heaven and on earth ; this is uniting in the chorus, in 
the blest harmony ; this is not interrupting, confusing, 
or retarding the great work of glory to God, and good 
will to men, but it is promoting and forwarding it ac- 
cording to the divine will. The stars in their courses 
fought against Siscra : not only tbose of the first mag- 
oitude, but we may believe the lesser stars also, seeing 
they foi^ht in their courses. Of whatever degree in 
the heavenly host, my beloved friend, thou mayest 
esteem thyself to be, (and I am sure I care not how 
little that is in thine own eyes) be thou encouraged to 
persevere in unreserved dedication of all to the cause 
of Christ. The kingdoms of this world seem in an unu- 
sual ferment, and the bottom on which the false reli- 
gions of it are founded, is all<^eLher slight, precarious, 
and uncertain. Who knows how near the hour may 
be when it shall please the Omnipotent to rend the 
vail, which obscures the spiritual sight of mankind, 
and to reveal himself to the human species in a more 
general way, saying, as at the begmtim^ o^ ttfa.'ivatt. 
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" Let there be light, and there was light," May \an, 
who are called and chosen, and instructed, and 6tte^ 
a ad furnished for the Master's service, be disencumber- 
ed and readv, willingly to run on his errands witb 
"Here am I: send me;" diligently attending to th« 
fre^b and fresh pointings and directions of wisdom id 
the course of vour service ; so will the great and gl* 
rious work be likely to prosper in your hands, and your 
peace will run down as a river through the presenl 
life, bearing and supporting your spirits till you arc 
conveyed to the ocean and fullness of everlasting peace 
and joy. 

EWenih Mo. I'm- 
As I lay awake in bed this morning, thou occurred 
to me ; and no wonder, as thou art the frequent coi» 
panionofmy thoughts. Thou seemed to me rather 
poor and low, like myself; and I thought I would trj 
if I could converse with thee in this manner. I do not 
want to cut a flourish in praise of poverty ; as t 
people, instead of bowing down under and bearing tb* 
cross, appear to me to ride exultingly and ostentations* 
Jy upon it : but 1 want just to manifest by tliLi littk 
token of my sensibility and affectionate sympathy witk 
thee : neither do I want to give thee advice on Out 
occasioii. I am not so vain and foohsh as to think thi ~ 
standest in need of my advice. Thou art a trained se 
vant, and art acquainted by this time with thy \ 
ter's ways, and manner : thou hast, though young il 
years, been long under his holy discipline, and knowHl 
that much exercise, conflict and probation, is conlinB 
edly to be gone through within : in order to be madl 
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works, ai 
was said of the Master himself. Though he were ft 
son, yet learned he obedience by the things which 1 
sutTered. Thou ha^t drank deenty of divine co 
Botation, and thou hast known a walking in tbc light 
the Lord ; yea thy path has been for a sen»oii »t tl 
•Aining Sight. Ko wonder l\tea l\\%t ia turn tliou »liouM 
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not only be stripped of thy priestly robes, but like 
JoEhua be cloathed even with filthy garments, com- 
passed with the troubles, and perplexities, which belong 
to us as being also flesh. I believe indeed that those, 
who ascend to the greatest heights of the holy hill, and 
as instruments, are made most eminently useful: 1 be- 
lieve that those have to descend proportionably into the 
lower parts of the earth, and have the greatest need 
to experience a being buried with Christ by baptism 
unto death. Such is the frailty and fallibility of our 
compound natures ; that the great author of them knows 
there is a necessity for our undergoing repeated humi- 
liations and abasements of self, that we may repeatedly 
know and feel, and be made thoroughly sensible of this 
important essential truth ; " That we are not sufficient 
of ourselves even to think any good tilings as of our- 
selves : but our sufficiency "s of God." 

To • * * * 

WHAT an element is divine love ! in this the chil- 
dren of the light live, and breathe, and move, and act : 
there is no infection here ; it is clear, pure, and salu- 
tary. 1 would he glad that that poor man was effec- 
tually-conquered. Thou art dear to me for having so 
followed, and been so guided in service, as to be instru- 
mental of good in his case. 

Thy prayeis and thy alms-deeds, thy secret wrest- 
lings of spirit, and thy private labours and communica- 
tions will, no doubt, come up in memorial. 

1 believe thou knowest that I received thine of the 
5th ull. the contents are such as this state of existence 
often affiirds : it is indeed a cup of mixture ; but then 
it is wisely mixed and tempered by the great hand. It 
it not for us poor, blind, and ignorant creatures to say, 
What docst thou 1 but patiently to submit and rever- 
ently to bow in hunihle persuasion that the judge of all 
the earth doeth right. Well, it is glad tidings to me, 
that ye are getting on so bravely ; and no doubt cawft 
of deep bumiliation and gratitude to ■30u\)oft\, ^iJA ft«. 

V 2 
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arm of everlasting strength has been experienced b 
8uch renewed and such effectual support. This is great 
encouragement to proceed in the track of revealed duty, 
I believe many have greatly hurl themselves, and W 
come lame and dwarfish all their lives long, by letting 
in the reasoner and the discourager, consulting too 
much human prudence and propriety, limiting the 
spirit, which is the Holy One, starting aside from set- 
vices like an affrighted horse on the road, and being in 
great fear where no fear is. But thou, beloved fnendt 
scemest to have got out of the bye-waya and crooked 
paths, on to the high road for traveUers, leading to the 
city of the great King ; and by continuing thus dtUgcntt 
faithful, and devoted, thoit wilt (1 trust) know more and 
more distinctly the Master's will, and be more and 
more strengthened to perform it. So if it be consistent 
with Infinite Wisdom to prolong thy life here, thou wilt 
be happy in thyself, and useful in the creation of God; 
and if a short warning should summon thee from this 
stage and conflict, this mortal will put on immortality; 
thy sorrows here be changed into unmixed everlastiM 
joy; and thy example and memorial will live, una 
teach, and preach to succeeding generations. 

But alas, I am a poor weak, tottering creature, a 
much fitter object to be ministered to, than qualified to 
minister to another. Thou knowest where are bid thy 
effectual supplies, and in whom are all tliy fresh springs. 
Yet what I was made able to do, thou mayest be niK 
I was quite willing and glad to do, to travail, to beg and 
to pray for thee. 1 am glad that thou art out on ser^ 
vice : it is the way for thee to grow strong, and to g«t 
above the little glooms and recurring perplexities and 
despondencies, which from various causes cast down 
and disquiet the soul. By being thus employed, Ibos 
wilt through exercise become a trained servant, and bt 
made capable to instruct others, thy fellow-Bcrvanta, ia! 
the duties of their places and stations, feeding not only^ 
the lambs, but the sheep of Christ. Go on then, mj ' 
Mr friend ; be not afraid ot ttie feca at ni&n, nor 
\amed of the cross ot CbnA. V Tc\i«a\, i^ 'Ww 
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often repeated it) for I seem to have little new to say, 
— no matter if fresh hfe be on the offering, — 1 repeat, 
that nothing more glorious, more dignifying, more bene- 
ficial to mankind, and more worthy of the dedication of 
all our faculties to espouse and promote, ever was let 
down from heaven to earth. Not only true civilizatioD 
of manners, and sound morality, but life and immorta- 
lity {i. e. immortal lirc)and eternal salvation are brought 
to light, arc made manifest through the gospel : a dis- 
pensation of which (1 douht not) is committed to thee, 
in order to advance according to thy gift and measure, 
these great and glorious ends, 

LETTER XXIV. 

Esteemed Frieitd, 

1 AM concerned that it so falls out I cannot be at 
home personally to bid thee farewell, and wish thee a 
good journey. However, the travail of my soul is for 
the help, strength, and safety of all our heavenly Fa- 
ther's children, that they may be bo wisely conducted 
in all things, as to know the returns of peace, and feel 
the unity of the spirit, and of the body. 

If we are little enough in our own eyes, we shall know 
divine strength in our weakness ; but when any ap- 
prehension of our strength and wisdom possesses the 
mind, weakness, and loss in every respect ensue. Thou 
hast my good wishes in the present concern;* it is in- 
deed a weighty undertaking, and requires a double 
portion of the spirit to go through. Let thy dependance 
be upon the renewings of divine help, and ail thy move- 
ment in the gospel spirit. Seek after the simplicity of 
truth, and itslittleness : thou art going amongst a peo- 
ple, many of whom have understanding hearts, and can 
discern wisely between spirit and Spirit, between sound 
and substance ; this I mention for thy encouragement, 
if thou art single hearted. 

May best wisdom direct thee in all thy steps, pre- 
serve thee solid in thy spirit, lively in Ihy imri\s,\rj,Nir^a 
" A viai'l la Ftienda in America. 
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and disceniii^ in thy conduct towards all, and upright 
and exemplarr in thy conversation ! 
1 am thj aixere Iriend, 

Sahukl Fothergill. 



LETTER XXV. 

ISth Mo. 1769. 

Wheit I was informed of thy draught towards Kew 
Ei^land at this season of the year, I felt a near sympa- 
thy with thee, as abo with thy new companion ; look* 
ing over the stages and wide waters, and thinking on 
the hard frost and high winds which are usual in the 
xdnter, the journey has appeared difficult ; but my 
mind was turned to him who made and commands the 
winds and the waters; whose Providence is over the 
ravens and the sparrows ; I believe thou undcrstandest 
his language, and I trust thy ear will be attentive to 
him, and in this there is safety in the greatest difficul- 
ties. 

" He that belie veth maketh not haste," is a portion 
of doctrine which I am inclined to recommend to tliec 
in this journey ; should frozen rivers, or storms, some- 
times prevent thy going forward so fast as thou couldc^t 
desire, it mav be that thou wilt find a service in tar- 
rying amongst a people, whose company may not be. 
in all respects, agreeable. I remember the way in 
which Paul made a visit to the island of Malta, Wit** 
contrary to his own mind, and yet by means of it, tht 
father of Publius was healed of his fever, and many 
cured of their infirmities. 

Farewell, mv dear friend, from 

John Woolmax. 



LETTER XXVI. 

Philadelphia, SCth Second Mo. 17C1 

Dear Friend, 
Friends here enquire aft.er ttie^i v5\>Xv ^x^di les^^t. 
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and, I believe many sympathize with thee, both in 
thy inward and outward travels and conflicts, with a 
comfortable hope of thy preservation. Thy anxiety 
to accomplish the journey speedily may give thee pain 
in future, unless Ihou carefully watchest, that thy 
movements be not faster than true wisdom dictates. It 
is also necessary to consider that we have bodies as 
well as souls, and that there is a care due to them. I 
wish not by this to encourage thy moving too slowly, 
for, I believe diligence is commendable; and those 
who have performed their duty with watchfulness, 
and care, and not loitered, have left as sweet impress 
sion on the minds of their friends as some who have 
acted otherwise ; and 1 expect thy observations in thy 
travels, have convinced Ihee of this. 
1 am thy afiectionate friend, 

^JoH[r Pembertoit. 
LETTER XXVII. 

London, IQUi Fifth Mo. 17S1. 
Dear Friend, 

Upon my coming up here to attend the service of the 
yearly meeting, I was not a little rejoiced to find that 
thy getting to London was just in time to save thy pas- 
sage to America, in the vessel proposed, with such agree- 
able company, and that the voyage was prosperous. 

When I have looked back at these and other cir- 
cumstances which I forbear to mention, I have been 
confirmed in my mind that thy coucern was right in 
this great undertaking, and rightly limed ; and 1 doubt 
not this has been thy experience ance thou crossedst 
the great ocean. Now dear friend, may thy steppinga 
along in service he with a single eye to him who hath 
called thee forth, even Christ the great head of the 
church, who is able to furnish with wisdom and strength 
in every exercise which thou mayest find thyself drawn 
into. Thus thou wilt come to dischai^e the trust re- 
posed in thee, in a manner that will temi \o s\!u m>^ ■&«. 
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lukewarm and indolent, and comfort the feeble mbd- 
ed; as also procure the reward of peace in thj own 
bosom, which, in due time, may accompany thee acros 
the mighty waters to thy habitation. 

Friends in this city are generally well : it is true there 
are many under our name who do not trouble them- 
selves much about religion; yet a number are pre- 
served who prefer the cause of truth above every con- 
sideration; and that this concern may spread and in- 
crease to the enlargement of the borders of our 2Son, is 
the desire of him who, with the salutation of brotherly 
a£fection, remains thy sincere friend, * 

Isaac Wilsoit. 



LETTER XXVm. 

TO A rRiEND IN Elf GLAND, [Translated from the Dutch] 

7th 3rd Mo. 1769. 

Dear Friend, 

1 RECEIVED thine of the 15th 11th mo. last which was 
as a precious medicine to me, after tlie great loss, with 
which the Lord hath visited me in the removal of my 
dear companion, who was my help in old age, my com- 
forter in oppression, my partner in adversity: yea, 
should 1 attempt to say, what help, comfort, and strength 
we mutually had, in each other, both inwardly and 
outwardly, my heart would he overcome with grief, 
in considering the loss of her company. 

I shall therefore only say, in the words of kini; Solo- 
mon, " The price of a virtuous woman is far above ru- 
bies, the heart of her husband doth safely trust in her: 
she will do him good, and not evil, all the days of her 
life.'' 

After a sickness of about three weeks, my beloved 
wife rested sweetly in the l^rd, in the sixty-fourth year 
of her age, and forty-second of our marriatce. She wa« 
very still and retired in her iHness, and till the la>t day 
of her life, the doctors thought she mended, from lime 
to time; but on that day iVvcj olwuirved the contrary. 
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which aiTected us so much the more' and vrheti she 
felt death approaching, she said, " 1 have done) O Fa- 
ther !" thus cheerfully resigning her spirit to her Crea- 
tor, from whom it was received. 

In her life she was of a grave disposition, and her 

greatest delight was to meditate on tlte law of the 

Lord, and to declare it to others, briDging forth irom 

the good treasures of her lieart that which was edifying 

to her friends and neighbours ; she manifested herself to 

r be a true pillar in the temple of the Lord ; not decking 

I herself with outward array, but her adorning consisted 

I in the incorruptible ornament of meekness, wherewith 

" the hidden man of the heart was filled. In chastity, 

temperance, and good works, even as the holy women 

of old, being established in the fear of the Lord. 

Her ministry was not with words beautiful, according 
to the wisdom of man, nevertheless, they were weighty, 
penetrating, and pleasant to the upright minded, flow- 
ing from the power of God, to the refreshment of the 
mournful travellers towards Zion. She frequently re- 
commended to the inward operation of the saving word, 
the light of Christ, in order to walking therein. And, 
in this labour of the gospel she continued many years. 
The wild, unruly people, who attended our meetings, 
were often restrained by the divine power, in her 
speaking. 

At length it hath pleased the Lord to release her 
from her charge, that she might rest from her labour, 
leaving to us, a savour of sweetness behind her; yet it 
cannot be otherwise than a heavy stroke, because the 
Lord had bestowed her upon me in his love and father- 
ly kindness, in the early part of our time; it becomes 
US to say, Lord, thy will be done in humble submission 
to the dispensations of his proi'idence : be is pleased to 
take that from ua which we love most besides him, that 
we should be more weaned from the love of the world, 
and come to have our love fixed on him. 

It was pleasant to me to perceive thy brotherly con- 
cern, and sympathy with US, inourYoss, aa 'tj^ oti tk^ 
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■cconDt, as for oar little soci^ ; 1 sav loss, for Si 
faaving k«t two friends nbo appeared among us 
imnistTy, in mk year ; to wit, my dear wife, and Abra 
Harmens, wboee wife is ILkewife deceased. Thus tl 
Bomber i^ {nencls here is greatly lessened ; yet, throuj 
^Tine favour, we oAen have very comfortable, tboug 
nlent meetings; and we tni^t in that arm, ' 
hath hitherto been our defender. 

I rest in true brotherly love and hearty well-w 
thy affectionate triend, 

JoHw Vasdbr Wert. 



LETTER XXIX, 
Mr Dear Fmend. 

With desires for thy advancement in the way of 
self-denial, I shall speak a little of the dealings of the 
Almighty with me, in the circumstances thou h.ist hint- 
ed at. viz. That when my ^Irit has been tendered, and 
humbled, and brought into true contrition, I know it il 
of the Lord's goodness. This operation in the soul.CU 
be the eflect of no other power, because it lifts the k»1 
to God, at whose presence the hills melt like wax, tbe 
mountains of opposition are laid low, and the valleysei* 
alted ; the rough ways are made smooth, bitter con 
are sweetened, the bread of life is dispensed to our souli; 
and we are helped to draw water as from the weUa rf 
salvation. These seasons of the love of God, ) have 
thought, are intended to excite our love and obedieDM 
to him, and we are hereby made willing to submil to 
every dispensation, which he, in his wisdom, is pleMcd 
to allot us: wc can then say, " Not my will, but thy 
will be done, God." Wc are helped to draw near 
the throne of grace, craving still to obtain mercy 
help in time of need. 

But let us remember times and seasons are in 
hand of the Lord, and he orders all things aa be 
best for us ; there are times of mourning, aa w«]| as 
CiJoiciog : of want , as weVV a& ^\eivtj ; of wiUMiraning 
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good presence to try our love and obedience: aod this 
has been the experience of all God's children. We are 
subject to changes, aud have need to be prepared for 
them ; in timea of prosperity we are apt to take up 
our rest, and forget the dsuigers of the way. But, as 
it was with Israel of old, we arc not lo rest in the wil- 
derness, though fed with food from heaven, but to be 
making advances in our spiritual journey ; still striving 
for the victory over enemies, which oppose our progress 
to the land of rest ; where may we happily meet, ever 
more to praise and adore our gracious God, and the 
Lamb who hath washed us in his precious blood. 
So prayelh thy affectionate friend, 

Sophia Huue. 



LETTER XXX. 

Biomle;, 2d Tweldh Mo. 1736. 
Dear Friend, 

When I was last in the north, I heard of thee in 
divers places, as one who had turned thy face Zion- 
wards; having seen the emptiness of earthly enjoy- 
ments. 

The prayer of my mind is lo the Almighty on thy 
account, that he would be pleased to favour thee with 
such a degree of his love, as might enable thee to take 
up a holy resolution to follow thy Lord and Saviour in 
singleness of heart, according to his leading ; though it 
may be in the way ofafSiction and sorrow, yet, as this 
good resolution is kept to. still to follow him, who in his 
great love hath visited thy soul ; he will set before thee 
an open door, which no man can sliut, by which thy 
poor soul may enter in, and find rest In him, who is the 
true rest of his people. And the nearer thou dwells to 
him, in spirit, the more wilt thou be made to partake 
of that sweet peace which he gives to his obedient fol- 
lowers ; and the more wilt thou come to be acquainted 
with his heavenly teachings, in which there U spirit, 
and life, whereby the soul is pat iato a ta^atxtj ,\icRsi. 
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lo know and do tbcsc things which beloDg to its evefw 
tasting peace : not regarding the world, or the vamtitf 
of it, but looking forward towards that which is dura- 
ble and excelleQl in gtorr. 

It is niT de^re for thee, that thine eye ma; be man 
and more fixed on bearenlj things, and that thou maj* 
est daily know a drinking of the well of salvati<^ 
which Christ hath opened in the hearts of fme belie?- 
er?; that thus thou might be wholly weaoett from tbt 
breast of this world, and might drink abundantly of 
that joy which flows from the breasts of Divine consols* 
tion in Chiist our bishop and true shepherd. 

To his protection 1 commit thee, mth my own mil, 
and remain thy companion and sister, as thou foUows 
the Lamb in patience and tribulation, 

Deborah Bell. 

P. S. — 1 hear thy freedom, as to the outward. ■ 
enlat^ed ; may thy freedom, and liberty of soul, daily 
through the power of him that is come to m 
his children free to serve him in simplicity and 
ness of heart. 



LETTER XXXI. 

Balbf, mt. 
Dexk Friend, 

I The reading thy letter gave me great satisfaction, a 
it informs me thou art treated with less severity I" 
heretofore. 

Though ihy education has been among those wbc 
for want of knowing our principles, may have JmlMbel ' 
wrong notions of us, yet charity induces mc to hope. 
thy relations endeavours to prevent thy joining in socie^ 
with ua, are merely the effect of their good-will and 
esteem for thee : this should lead them to think, that 
no one's conscience ought to be forced ; and tliat it m 
necessary, in matters of religion, we should chooK fat 
ourselves; and be left toact accordingtoourownjud^ 
taonl. Our Saviour Ic&uaCWts^ d\do^^«ek top' 
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his church by force, or use violence towards the Jews, 
to cause them to submit to his doctrine. 

If thou keepest fhy mind fixed upon God, and in hu- 
mility callest upon him to lead thee in the way of the 
cross, he will more and more make known his mind 
and will, and give thee to see what he is pleased with, 
and what offends him. He knows thy wants; and as 
thou hungers and thirsts after him, and longest to be 
fed by the bread which he gives, he will in due time 
satisfy the desires of thy soul, aud make thee a sharer 
with his people of the good things of his house. Be 
obedient to his call, give up thy heart to God, without 
reserve, save nothing alive in thee, which he hath ap- 
pointed for death. Be as passive clay in the hand of 
the potter ; then he will reconcile and make all things 
easy, and form thee as a vessel to his praise. 

This, from thy real friend, 

Thomas Smith. 



LETTER XXXII. 

I HAVE had a deep fellow-feeling with thee in thy 
]ate affliction, and a secret hope, that it might please 
the Father of mercies to raise thee up, and sanctify thy 
troubles to thee : that being more fully acquainted with 
that way which the world calls foolishness, thou mayest 
obtain the cloa thing of divine fortitude, and be strength- 
ened to resist the spirit which leads from the simplicity 
of the truth. 

We may find ourselves crippled, and halting from a , 
strong bias to things which are pleasant and easy to be 
come at. Bo that it is to appearance impossible to ad- 
vance forward ; hut things impossible with man, are 
possible with God ; and our wills being subjected to the 
divine will, all temptations arc surmountable. This 
work of refinement is compared to the mineral in the 
furnace, which, through fervent heat, is reduced from 
its original state, and a separation made between tba 
precious and the vile : it is declared o? CUt\&\., ftfiA\»^ 
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the operation of his spirit, he shall sit aa a refiner and 
puriGer of silver, and shall purify the sons of Levi, aol 
purge them as gold and »]ver, that they may oSer nato 
the Lord an oilering in righteousness. (Mai. iii.) 

By these comparifons we are instructed in the neces- 
sity of the operation of the hand of God upon us, ' 
prepare our hearts truly to submit to him, and to n 
nifest our submission, by turning away from that spirilt 
in all its workings, which is not of him. 

To forward this work, the all-wise God is pleased 
sometimes, by outward distress, to bring us near Ibc 
gates of death ; that life being made painful and atlticl- 
ing, and the prospect of eternity before us, all tarlhly 
bands may be loosened; and the mind prepared for 
that deep and sacred instruction, which otherwise 
would not be received. As kind parents love their 
children, and delight in their happiness, so he, who ii 
perfect goodness, in sending abroad mortal contagioiB, 
doth assuredly direct their use. Are the rigblcoDS 
removed by them? Their change is hapPT< Are the 
wicked taken away in their wickedness I The Almigh- 
ty is clear. Do we pass through great bitterness, ttai 
suffering, and yet recover? It is intended that w* 
should be more pui^ed from dross, and our ear opened 
to discipline. 

And now, alter thy sore affliction, niid doubts of 
recovery, aa thou art again lestored, forget not bin 
who hath helped thee, but in humble gratitude, hd" " 
fast his instruction ; by which thou art shewn the b 
paths that lead from the lirm foundation. I am sm 
hie of the dangers to which thou art exposed, from ■ 
variety of company, in transacting thy business ; haW 
ing painfully felt the force of conversation with ii ^' 
deeply rooted in an earthly mind, 1 can sympathize v 
thee and others in such conflicts, in that much v 
nesa still attends me. 

I find, that to be a fool, as to worldly \VBsdom. andf 
, commit my cause unto God, not fearing to di^lei '' 
■.men, who take ofience at t\\e «\ntfV>tAV] uCItuUi, ia tl^ 
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1 unmoved. The fear of man brings a 
snare ; by halting in our duty, and giving back in times 
of trial, our hands grow weaker ; our spirits get min- 
gled witb the people ; our ears grow dull, as to bear- 
ing the language of the true shepherd, so that, when 
we look at the way of the sincere ibilowers of Christ, it 
seems as if it was not for us to walk in their footsteps. 

There is a love clothes my mind, whilst I am writing 
this, which is superior to all expression ; and my heart 
is open to encourage thee to a. holy emulation, to ad- 
vance forward in Christian firmness. 

Humility is a strong bulwark, and as we enter into 
it we find safety. Being unclothed of our own vris- 
dom, and knowing the abasement of the creature, 
therein we find that life to arise, which gives health 
and vigour to us. 

JOH.V WoOLMAtf. 

LETTER XXXIII. 

EiBter, Ulh ath Mo. 1747. 
Dejlb. Friend, 

I HAVE often bad thee, and divers other friends of 
Leominster, in my remembrance, since I was at your 
yearly meeting; and the sense I had concerning the 
state of some young friends there, was, that the Lord's 
hand has been upon you for good; to regulate your 
conduct, so that you may shine as lights in your several 
departments ; and show forth his praise, who bath cal- 
led you out of darkness, into his marvellous light ; and 
hath set on your countenances the self-denying impres- 
sions of the image of Jesiis Christ. May you also evi- 
dence to the world, by blessed degrees of the meekness 
of the Lamb of God, that you belong to his fold ; and 
are encompassed about with the pale of his salvation, 
where neither wolf, nor lion, or any other beast of prey, 
can ever destroy. For tbis know, that no destroyer 
can hurl the sheep and lambs of Christ, as they abide 
in God's holy mount, where true safety is. fta.'^^-^ ^\& 



r— :- 

^Hjhose who gather to this, and dwell therein ; the Ixrd 
^^fetbeir refuge, and strength, their present help in tnw 
^^i)le ; even though the powers of the earth may be re- 
moved, and all the force established by humao policy, 
should be dashed Id pieces, and brought to nought I7 
the confusioD of national, unstable powers ; yet the 
meek mhabitants of God's Mount Sion shall eaduretbe 
shock, how terrible soever it may be to the workers of 
iniquity. They shall have recourse to that celestial 
river, the streams whereof raake glad the city of our 
God : and this shall be the seed which the Lord will 
hiess, as his generation, born from above, raised up 
through the Lord's power to replenish the earth wiln 
the righteousness, holine^ and purity of the saints, re- 
stored to them through faith in the Son of God. 

The sense of God's loving kindness and regard to his 
sheep and lambs, who hear his voice, and follow hini, 
bows all the faculties of my soul into reverent thank- 
fulness and praise, to him who is over all worthy for 
ever and ever. 

As the design of the Father of Mercies is to dignify 
the church of the New Testament with such precious 
gifts and graces of his beloved Son, aa may demonstrate 
the virtue of his power to the gathering the scattered 
in Israel, and dispersed in Judah, to his light and truth 
in themselves, until the fulness of the Gentiles be coma 
in ; it behoves thee, and me, and all the Lord's viailed 
people, to see that we walk in this light ; that we lira 
in subjection and obedience to the present diacoverie* 
thereof, both in doing and in suifering, without postpaid 
ing our obedience to any time beyond the present re- 
quirings of his spirit. 

When the waters of life move inwardly in oar 
Christian araemblies to our refreshment, we are made 
^ slad ; if they rest there, the refreshment and comfort 
^b^only for our own gron'th, and establishment in ths 
^Htt-uth, for which we have cause to be thankful anilctita 
^^wumspcct. Y'et if the divine virtue with which tbc 
^Kotit is replenished is accompanied with a concern for 
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the refreshment of others alao, then the doctrine con- 
taicied in this special visitation of God, under the direc- 
tion of heavenly wisdom, {for which we have need to 
ast, that ail may he done to the praise of God, and edi- 
fication of his church) belongs to the hrethreo and sla- 
ters then present ; and is like bread, to be broken, and 
dispensed to others, at the divine command, that they 
may feed with ua, and be satisfied with the present pro- 
vision of our God ; and may be enabled to gather up 
the fragments, and keep them in memory, till such 
times as these remains may be renewedly blessed to 
them. 

I sate down to salute thee in a spring of love, hut in 
such poverty as teaches the soul to look to the Lord, 
that he may be our helper- In this love I freely im- 
part to thee what has been received, leaving it to the 
-.^ divine blessing to be disposed of for thy advantage. 
Lm I hid thee farewell, remaining a well wisher to all, 
B Lawford GoDFREr, 

LETTER XXXIV. 

The Lord is the all-wise disposer of events. He mak- 
eth rich, and maketh poor. He esalteth, andabaseth, 
at his pleasure. Though I most firmly believe, thai 
God doth not willingly afiJict or grieve the children of 
men ; that he is a God of mercy, and knoweth all our 
wants, and will add all which his wisdom sees best to 
those who first seek his kingdom, and the righteousness 
thereof; yet 1 am obliged to confess with respect to hta 
outward, as well as inward administrations of prosperity 
and adversity, his judgments are unsearchable, and his 
ways past finding out. 

It is obvious, that trouble is often the result of our 
own perverseness, and arises from the determination of 
an unsanctified will; the imprudence of our underta- 
kings, and folly of our choice; hut then it is equally 
evident, that it sometimes arises from a different source, 
and must necessarily be resolved into the vfisfc mAVb.- 
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^^hBmtable providence of God. What shall we say of 
^Rwi that perfect man's condition 1 Of the hunger, thirst, 
^^and nakednessof the apostles > Of those who wandered 
about in sheep-skins, and goal-skins, destitute and aS- 
flicted, of whom the world was not worthy ; and of 
the Holy Jesus, who had not where tolay bis head? 
The condition of Christians in the early ages wu 
streight, and since, of many of the first reformers, who 
have been true successors of the apostles ; treated at 
the oSscouring of all things ; to whom indeed the earth 
has been as iron, though the heavens have not been M 
bra^ Far be it from me to conclude these to he UD- 
happy, or think they had cause to complain ; surely 
they \iere blessed, and received in this life, recooi* 
pence, a thousand fold, for all their suETerings. But 1 
instance them to shew, that even the favourilcs of hea- 
ven, as well as those who through disobedience (ruF 
trate the designs of God's mercy, may be, and sootfr 
times are, tried with a scarcity of the outward accom- 
modatioDEof this life. 

Riches are not certain marks of divine favour, nor 
prosperity an evidence that our ways please God. Doth 
he not sometimes give men their hearts desire, and 
withal send leanness into their souls'! We are apt !• 
call providences by wrong names. Afflictions we 
call evils, and riches wc call blessings, whca fat 
once they prove so, it is to be feared they are s 
thousand times more often to the possessors ajudgmeoL 
The distresses and troubles of outward Israel, were oil.' 
en permiUed in mercy, when the people, in fulaeai, 
and prosperity, had revolted from God, in order (o brin|(' 
them back again to him, so as to trust in him,andha\'«- 
thelr dependence upon him. And if this he the gn>' 
cious design of the Almighty now, in the admtniUm- 
tion of crosses, and adversity to us, thCT deserve to ba 
considered as evidences of his merciful regard ; wbOi 
in this severe, yet more intelligible language (o earthljr 
hearts, is Becking to convince us of otirdependet)Ce~^~~ 
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him, and that it ia he who can bless, or blast, all our en- 
deavours. 

1 have often thought that if we were more attentive 
to the secret intimations of the great counsellor, who 
speaks from heaven in our hearts, we should make it 
less necessary for the Lord to speak to us so frequently 
in the language of affliction, fiy attending to this good 
guide, we should avoid every snare, and be enabled to 
go forward in the line of duty, and be contented in the 
lot of our appointment ; though our dwelling might be 
with the lowly : yet, divested of anxious care, we should 
rest secure in his providence, who numbers the hairs 
of our head, cloathes the lilies with transcending beau- 
ty, and hears the young ravens when the cry. 

Ifwe are concerned to worship the Lord our God, to 
bless bimin the lot which he bath assigned us, he will 
bless our bread, and our water; and, if consistent with 
the designs of his wisdom, he can increase our corn 
and oil, and multiply our gold and silver. It is true, 
that cross occurrences, and afflictions, have not always 
their desired or intended effects. The l^ord complain- 
ed of a people formerly, saying, " 1 sent unto them 
blasting and mildew, and yet Ibey will not heed me. T 
have smitten them, and they refined to receive instruc- 
tion," 

There is an aptness in the human mind, (which looks 
not beyond things that are natural) to rest in second 
causes, and blind to the discriminating providence of 
the Most High, to fix the blame on secondary agents; 
but surely affliction cometh not from the dust, neither 
doth trouble spring out of the ground. Oh, that in the 
medium of divine light we might loot up to God : there- 
in we should discover the secret turnings of the holy 
hand in these things ; for I am persuaded, that what- 
ever is permitted to try us, whether inwardly, or out- 
wardly, it is from the dispensation of unerring wisdom 
and goodness, and 1 he best for us, in our present state 

If mind, and consistent with our chiefest good. 
, What cause have we therefoie to tommA uxa^"*** 
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wholly to him, and to bless hU name, in every dbpen- 
sation; who is the sole arbitrator of heaven, and earth; 
who superintends the universe ; whose goodness and 
power are equal ; who knows all situations, and is gra- 
ciously administering to every one of us, in UQitorm 
mercy, what is most snifable to our stales ; and all lor 
this most desirable purpose, to gather us to himself. wb~ 
the fullness of blessing and of life. 

LETTER XXXV. 

laih Twelfth Mo. me. 
Deak Friend, 

In a degree of that love, which neither time m 
outward distance, nor death can dissolve : wherein 
sympathy is felt, that we can rejoice with those 
rejoice, and weep with those who weep : in the ra 
ings of this love, thou hast been often brought to 
remembrance of late, and there bath been preeeol 
to my mind some remarks, which I have liberty tool 
to thy consideration. 

When that deeply humbled and tried servant oftba 
Lord, David, was favoured to partake of the refresbillK 
streams of that river, whose source is the ocean € 
everlasting love ; when his feet were set on a 
that was higher than he ; and the new song was ptt 
into his mouth ; at these seasons be thought bis nxHiB 
tain stood strong, and was ready to sav in his prouwi) 
ty, that be should never be moved. Vet afterwards hi 
was so far tried as to be almost ready lo conclude I 
was forsaken, making use of this humble plaintive Ui 
guage, " Will the Lord cast olT for everT Will be b 
favourable no more ! Are his mercies clean eooe i 
ever? Hath God forgotten lo be gracious! Hath I 
in anger shut up bis tender mercies i"' Thus, this rid 
teous man, having experienced preservation and deal 
eraaces in the heights and in the depths, was imdr 
ed to serve the Lord with fear, and to rejoico i 
K t tembiiDg. 
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When the Lord saw meet to hide his face from him, 
and to suffer fresh trials to attend, we fiod him availing 
himself of the mercy by which he had been often de- 
livered and restored ; and though he was at times much 
dejected, yet his faith was so remaining, and strength- 
ened in that power by which he had been raised from 
the sheep-cote, to be the Lord's servant, that he could 
thus address himself: "Why art thou cast down, Omy 
souH Why art thou disquieted within me? Hope thou 
in God, for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of 
my countenance, and my God." 

Alas, why should that wholesome discipline, which 
consummate wisdom and goodness hath ever exercised 
upon those whom he hath made willing to bear the re- 
fining operation of his holy hand, seem strange to any 
of us? " Gold is tried in the fire, and acceptable men 
in the furnace of affliction," if it thus became him, for 
whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in 
bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of 
our salvation perfect through suffering ; if he was a 
man of sorrow, and acquainted with grief; is it not 
enough for the disciple that he be as his Master, and 
the servant as his Lord. 

As there are various causes of suffering, so there are 
various baptisms and trials. Our different conditions 
require a different discipline, and the designs of God 
upon UB, make it necessary for us to be brought under 
a variety of operations. All the faithful in former 
times were not brought under those particular, and 
for the present, grievous exercises, which the prophets 
were, in order to prepare them for the work where- 
unto they were called. It is true the judgments of the 
liord are unsearchable, and his ways past finding out: 
" Who," saith the apostle, "hath known his mind, or 
been his counsellor t" Secret things belong to him, and 
things which are revealed, to us and to our children. 

Iiall Ihe holy patriarchs, prophets, apostles, mar- 
tyrs, and confessors of Jesus, have like their blessed 
Lord, been men of sorrows, and ac<\'aavD.te4"i^v'0ci.^^\. 
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and had to enter the kingdom through many trihola* 
tions, can we doubt, whether these trials, which God, 
only wise, permitted, or appointed to them, were mer- 
cies in disguise 1 Is there not room to think they were 
made the means of preservation in his fear, and of bring* 
ing them nearer to him ; so as to rely more firmly 
upon him, who is the only sure refuge in times of trouble. 

Have not all the afflictions of the righteous been thus 
sanctified to them ? And will not the endless hallelujah 
which they shall have to sing, be unto him who hath 
redeemed their souls out of all adversity, and made 
their garments white in the blood of the Lamb f Our 
troubles of every kind are all known to Grod, who careth 
for us, with the most fatherly afiection. Why then 
should Sion say, or why should the watchers on her walls 
say, '' The Lord hath forsaken me, and my God hath 
forgotten me." 

However unmindful he may seem to be of the dis- 
tresses and dangers which threaten us, when the tem- 
pest arises and the enemy breaketh in as a flood ; yet 
in his own time he will arise, and rebuke the wind and 
the waves, for their sake ; and, by the effective word 
of his power, once more say : " Peace, be still." But 
if it should seem best to him, who is wonderful in coun- 
cil, and doeth all things right, to lead any of his people 
in the line of the glorious process of his dear S<ni ; 
should the final cup and baptism be the most trying 
and bitter ; should our dying words under these painful 
feelings be expressed in that moving language of the 
Son of God, " Eloi, Eloi, lama sabacthani," I should 
have no doubt of the righteous souls, thus tried, ascend- 
ing from this cross, and apparent dereliction, to an im- 
mortal crown of righteousness, and mansion of eternal 
glory ; no more doubt of the happiness of these, than 
if I saw them ascending in the fiery chariot of sensible, 
soul-rejoicing, celestial fervor ! I know not how suffi- 
ciently to inculcate this most certain truth. That the 
children of God are never more under his notice, and 
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tender regard, than in seasons of their deepest humilia- 
tions ; directing, hiessing, and sanctifying every dispen- 
sation to humbled souls. Thus is he carrying on his 
work, though we see it not. 

O, that thou mayest not be discouraged, nor sink 
under the present exercise, nor murmur as some of old 
murmured, but endeavour to enter in perfect resigna- 
tion to the will of God; and then all tbings will work 
together for thy good ; and for thy additional prepara- 
tion to glorify his holy name, in time and in eternity. 
Amen. 

From thy real friend, 

John Thorp. 



LETTER, XXXVl. 

17lh Sesonth Mo. J777. 
Mv DE»a AND MCCH ESTEEMED FbiESD, 

Thou hast been often brought to my remembrance, 
in much nearness; and the sense and judgment with 
which my mind is impressed concerning thee is, that 
the dispensation thou art now under is the eSect of 
unsearchable love and wisdom ; and that the arms of 
mercy are underneath for thy support. My greatest 
concern and prayer is, that the present painful baptism 
may be sanctified to thy own advantage, and the benefit 
and edification of the church : for these excellent pur- 
poses what can be too much to do or to suffer, accord- 
ing to the will of God ^ It was for this that Jesus Christ 
our Lord vouchsafed to descend from the heights of 
immortality, and take upon him the form of a servant, 
to bear the contradiction of sinners, the temptation of 
the enemy, and offer up himself upon the cross, an 
everlasting sacrifice to God for the sins of the whole 
world. It was for this that he, who alone was able, 
trode the wine-press alone, stained ail his garments, 
and drank the cup of trembling, and was baptized with 
the baptism of sufiering, even unto death. Oh, that 
all of us, who are desirous of being Eouni va Xam., tom^ 
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beat l^ast conlent to ipvalk, as he walked, in the depfb 
of abasement and humiliation, ivherein he maj \m 
pleased to lead us, until he shall say. It is enough. 

Strait and narrow the way to the kingdom hath 
always been, attended with difficuliies, and entered 
into through many tribulations; yet the commandmenti 
of the Lord are not grievous ; in keeping his law there 
is great delight ; there is a recompence a thousand fold, 
even in this life, for all our sufferings, in the enjoyment 
of ths^t peace which passeth the human understanding; 
as the earnest of that great and eternal weight of glory, 
with which our sufferings in this world are not to be 
conipared. 

Without controversy great is the mvstery of godlinesB. 
far surpassing the comprehension of man ; and those 
parts of it in which we are deeply interested, we can 
only see into, and understand as he who hath the key 
of David, the lion of the tribe of Judah, is pleased to 
unloose the seals, and open unto us. How necessary 
is it then for us to take heed to the advice of the apos- 
tle, not to judge before the time : he even saith. ** I 
judge not myself." Our duty, and interest, our advance- 
ment in the divine life, consisteth not in our compre- 
hending in theory, but following in obedience, and in 
the simplicity of children. Be not then, my friend, 
anxious about the cause, the duration, or the ctlects of 
thy present humiliation, but endeavour to cast all thy 
care upon him who careth for thee ; put thy trust in 
God, without whose permission not a hair of thy head 
shall perish. He sees every circumstance of thy mourn- 
ful condition ; when the enemy is permitted to bufltt 
thee, and thou art tossed as with a tempest, and not 
comforted, he knows these things, who is omnipotent, 
who hath set bars and doors to the sea, and ascer- 
tained the point whereto its proud waves shall arise, 
and they can go no further. 

These things, I am persuaded, thou knowest, and art 
endeavouring to practise ; yet sutler me to say some- 
thing whicli may tend tostren^hea and encourage thy 
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perseverance in a total resignation of thyself to the 
disposal of Almighty power and goodness ; to God, thy 
Saviour, who doth not willingly afdict the children of 
men. 

Though thou mayest seem to thyself to lie as among 
the pots, and to be as a broken vessel, yet it is my be- 
lief, thou wilt be brought forth as the dove whose wings 
are covered with silver, and her feathers with yellow 
gold. If it will avail any thing to thy comfort, I can 
assure thee, thou art far from being alone in tribula- 
tion : I mean not as to outward troubles, but those 
which result from the concern we have in the impend- 
ing judgments of the Lord on a backsliding generation. 
And the general state of the church among ourselves, 
wherein the prevalence of the nature and spirit of the 
world, and tne famine of that word whose entrance 
giveth hfe, furnish abundant cause to the living for 
mourning, yea for unspeakable distress. We are how- 
ever favoured at seasons in the vision of divine light, 
witn a prospect oi Better times, wherein the Lord will 
in mercy turn again our captivity as the streams of 
the soutiL 

My faith, as an individual, is strengthened to helievc 
that the time will come when the gospel shall be preach- 
ed in all nations, and the Lord's name come to be great 
among the Gentiles ; and that in every place, Irom the 
rising of the sun unto the going down thereof, incense 
shall he oflered to his name, and a pure offering. Upon 
the whole, I cannot forbear to add, that 1 wi^ih myself 
more worthy of the sufferings of the present day, and 
that I was more worthy to express these things in this 
manner to thee. 

With much affection 1 subscribe myself, thy brother 
in Christ Jesus, 

John Thorp. 






76 LBTTBBS ON 

present suffering state, yet I have to believe all will 
work tc^ether for thy good, and that in the Lord's 
time thy soul shall be set at liberty and filled forever 
with his praise. The Lord's ways are not our ways ; 
his thoughts are not our thoughts ; one day is with 
him as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day. The des^ns, the concealed mercy, in his varied 
. dispensations, are beyond our comprehension. This we 
know, that with him there is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning : that having loved his own, he loveth 
them to the end ; that through whatever tribulations or 
conflicts he may lead them, it is his good pleasure to 
give them the kingdom. 

Be not then discouraged when the enemy is permit- 
ted to bufiet thee; endeavour to stand still in these 
times of trial, and in the Lord's time thou wilt have to 
experience his complete salvation. The mo&t dignified 
of the children of Uod have been led in paths of unut- 
terable humiliation, and abasement, in t^e course of 
their purification : yet none that trusted m the Lord 

and abode in his fear, ever were confounded. When 
have there been any whom he prepared for a habita- 
tion with him in glory, that have not drunk of his cup. 
and been baptized with his baptism, in a certain degree I 
The language in which all the redeemed of our God 
have been instructed, in a lesser or greater degree, is, 
'* I am a worm, and no man ; I am like a broken ves- 
sel." It was the question proposed by our blessed 
Lord to the two apostles, who were emulous to sit at bis 
right and left hand in glory : " Are ye able to drink of 
the cup that I drink of, and to be baptized with the 
baptism wherewith [ am baptized '?" Now what was 
this cup, and what was this baptism, which it was need- 
ful they should in degree partake of? It was a cup of 
agonizing distress, a baptism into the deepest suOerine. 
even unto death : the depth of which is awfully sot 
forth in that expostulation, " Why hast thou forsaken 
me ?" This was the baptism, through which the HoW 
Je^us had to pass. This was the cup which, though 
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intolerable to human nature, he was desirous to drink 
of, according to the \vill of God : in humble resigaalion 
thus expressing himself, " Father, if this cup may not 
pass from me, except I drink if, thy will be done." 

This is the acceptable state wherein no choice is 
found, no desire arises but what is cireumscribed by, 
and centers in, " Not my will, but thine, be done." It 
is to reduce us to this state that all the varied turuings 
of the holy hand, and dispensations of God's providences 
are directed; in this state, whether we are called to 
unite in the hosanna to our adorable Redeemer, or go 
with him over the brook Cedron, we are equally ac- 
ceptable to him : it is to this state all things are sanc- 
tified, whether it be lo reign, or suffer with Christ : 
whether the north, or the south wind blows upon It, 
the spices equally flow out, and ascend as incense ac- 
ceptable unto the God of heaven, and of the whole 
earth. Attend not therefore to the discouragements 
which the enemy may cast before thee; for 1 believe 
thou wast never more under the divine notice than in 
this season of trouble. Though thou feel not the uniform 
prevalence of that power, unto which the devils are 
subject, yet in this rejoice, said our holy Redeemer to 
his people, that your names are written in heaven. 

Should thy present state be a painful, dark, and im- 
prisoned state, yet permit me to say. Fear not : the 
Lord is on thy side, and in his own time he will open 
tha prison doors, and say to the prisoner, Go forth; and 
to them that are in darkness, shew yourselves in the 
light. How canst thou think at any time, that thou 
art finally forsaken of God: though he see meet to 
hide his face from thee at seasons, does his compassions 
ever fail 1 Are not his promises sure ? Hath he not de- 
livered thee out of six troubles, and is his arm shorten- 
ed that it cannot still save "i Hath he vouchsafed, ia 
unspeakable love, to draw thy eoul after him, in infant 
years, and to reveal himself to thee, as the stay of thy 
youth, and will he now forsake thee 1 No, it is not bo ; 
ne is the same as he was when thy soul was fa-a.^ emr 
w 3 
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amoured Vfiih his love. His regard is as much towards 
thee as ever ; and as he has been thy morning hght, 
and the stay of thy youth, so he will be thy evenine 
song, and the stan of thy old age. Let thy hope and 
tru% be in him, and in ms own time he will give thee 
the desire of thy heart ; and thou shalt have to praise 
him as on the banks of deliverance ; and tell of his 
wonders in the deep : who is a God infinite in power 
and wisdom, whose mercy endureth for ever, and of 
whose loving-kindness there is no end. 

1 desire the increase and establishment of thy health, 
and in order to it wish thee to take as much exercise 
within and without doors as thou art capable of, with- 
out weariness. 

I am, with love unfeigned, thy friend, 

JoHif Tiioar. 



LETTER XXXVIII. 

17th 6th Mo. 1779. 

My Dear Friend, 

I CANNOT with ease omit this opportunity of acknow- 
ledging the receipt of thy letter : be assured, no want 
of friendship towards thee, or of attention to the sub- 
ject, has been the cause that 1 have not answered it 
sooner ; but chiefly because I have had nothing to sav. 
which has not, at least in substance, been said before: 
my faith, and hope, and all my feelings concerning 
thee, when clothed with a right mind, being invariably 
the same. 

I am abundantly persuaded, that however in thv 
own apprehension thou mayst stand in need of com- 

Eassion and help from the least of thy friends, yet. I 
now, that he who made and supports all worlds, with 
whom are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, 
who hath all power in heaven, and on earth, is thy 
Saviour, thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. 

With regard to the distressing probations of thy pres- 
ent state, I pray, in faith, that thou mayest be support- 
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ed under and to the end of them all ; that the gr^cioua 
design of the Almighty may be fully answered con- 
cerniDg thee. What I feel of trouble for thee is, on 
accouut of Ihy sufiTcring, for 1 ha^^e no fear or doubt 
respecting the issue of thy present conflicts. When I 
have read thy letters, those which have been most re- 

filete with lamentation and fear, I have been so far 
rom feeling any degree of discouragement on thy ac- 
count that my faith has been raised to a degree of as- 
surance, that no one is in a safer state. Is the cause 
of thy grief a painful UQcertainty, whether thy suffer- 
ing originates in mind or body ! Whether on thy ac- 
count, as an evil doer, or in a state of union with the 
holy suffering seed ; filling up what remains of the af- 
flictions of Christ, for his iKidy's sake, which is the 
church ; whether purely a dispensation of the Almighty 
for thy more perfect purification ; or whether arising 
only from the natural causes, in the constitution of the 
human frame 1 Is the clear knowledge of these things 
veiled, or hid from thyself or others '! And why is it so ? 
Doth not Infinite Wisdom deal with us i n this manner, 
because he knows it is best it should be concealed, just 
in the manner and degree it ist 

Oh that thou couldest but cast all thy caring and 
anxious solicitude about these things upon him who 
careth for thee ; and think of nothing but how thou 
might come to the most perfect submission and resig- 
nation to the will of God. I believe this is thy desire and 
concern, therefore I have to believe, that however thy 
present trial may be permitted, to continue or increase ; 
though the furnace should be heated to a greater de- 
gree than it has been ; yet that thou wilt be brought 
forth with so much the greater brightness and purity, 
without so much as the smell of fire having passed on 
thy garments. Great is the safety of this resigned 
humble depending state; and truly, the fitness and 
necessity of it are equal to its safety, for what are we, 
and what have we to boast of but our abundant infir- 
mities: beset as we are, in this state nC ^\t:iW^Ji(3^i 
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from v^ithin and without, what can the willings and 
runnings of the creature avail 1 Or what have we to 
trust in or depend upon hut God, who sheweth mercy, 
and that mercy is Christ Jesus. 

I commend thee, then, dear friend, with myself, into 
the arms of this everlasting mercy, for safety and pre- 
servation ; for he is that salvation which God hath 
appointed for walls and bulwarks ; and the more thou 
art reduced, as to a dependance on thy own strei^th, 
the more will his strength he manifested in thy salva- 
tion : the deeper thou descendest in sufllering and hu- 
miliation, the higher shalt thou rise in dominion with 
thy suffering glorified Redeemer : for, as said the apos- 
tle, " If we be dead with Christ, we shall also live vnth 
him." It is therefore in my heart to say, Be careful for 
nothing, but in every thing, by prayer and supplicatioD, 
let thy wants be made known unto God. Cast all thy 
care upon him, both with regard to body and soul, and 
he will be every thing to thee which thou standest in 
need of, according to the riches of his mercy, in Christ; 
Jesus. 

A degree of sympathy with thee hath been raised in 
my heart, that thy present humiliation and comparative 
uselessness in thy own apprehension in respect to former 
service, affects thee with generous concern, on the 
church's account, wherein, indeed, the labourers are but 
few. But remember, my dear friend, that tlic work 
and the power too, are the Lord's, that he can work by 
many, or by few, with, or without instruments ; to him 
then let us commit his own cause, desiring nothing for 
for ourselves, but that his will may be done in us, and 
by us, as it is done in heaven. 

I have only to add, that to do any thing to injure our 
health, or which may tend to shorten our days, is cer- 
tainly wrong ; the blessing of natural life and health, 
deserves our grateful acknowledgment and attention : 
and I consider it to be offensive, either to hurt or destroy 
it, from a want of due resignation. 



Beuaiooa bubibctb. 



la the fellowship of the gospel, Isubscribe myself thy 
aSectioDate friend, 

John Thobp. 



LETTER XXXIX. 

RediDlIi, 391b TwelAh Mq. 1793. 
Dear Friesd, 

,. Thy airectionate remembrance of meissEilutary: and 
thy remarka respecting our endeavours, (though enfee- 
bled by age and in&rmity) to fill up our days work so as 
to be favoured with peace in the close of it, are weighty. 
May the Almighty strengthen my weak mind to believe, 
and assist me in the performance of his will, in the few 
remaining hours allotted me. 

I am quite a cripple, but can still write, though my 
friends admire I can do it so legibly. I eateem it a 
great favour that 1 can bear to be carried to our meet- 
ing which is held just at our back door. When thyself 
and wife were in our county it was tar otnerwisej 
even to see my friends was then difficult. 1 was for 
several years the Lord's prisoner ; I never arraigned 
his justice or wisdom in his dealing with me; my rea- 
soning faculties were not lost, although the enemy was 
permitted to cause me to believe strange things ; so far 
as my deliverance is wrought, the Lord's hand hath 
done it. Man could do nothing, though I doubt not but 
that the prayers of my friends were heard with accep- 
tance. 

I note what thou sayest of thy intended visit to Pyr- 
raont ; if the concern is removed from Ibee, I wish it 
may rest upon some other servant. To visit the con- 
vinced, who inhabit dark countries, is a truly charita- 
ble labour. Since my residence in this county 1 have 
fot some books on religious subjects, in the Danish, and 
[igh Dutch, into the hands of some who could read 
them. 

Tby account of the state of the society in your coun- 
ty is truly acceptable ; 1 hope I may say it v& t.U&¥aAS& 
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B) fliis corner of the nation; indeed it appears to be so 
in many parts of it ; so that although our numbers may 
be small, I h<^ we are yet as lights in the world, and 
that the time will come, when an increase of faithful 
testimony-bearers to the truth professed by us, will be 
apparent. 

I now conclude with the salutation of true love to 
thyself, and thy valuable wife. My dear love is also to 
S. B. and to other friends of my acquaintance, to wbom 
my spirit hath been nearly united. May the Lord have 
us all in his keeping to the end of time, is the deare of 
thy affectionate friend, 

Catherine Phillips. 



EXTRACTS 
FROM AN EPISTLE OF STEPHEN CRISP. 
It lies upon me to warn you, my dear friends, to 

watch a^aiiist iLc spirit uf liila wuilU, lesi II QnnK Up 

your spirits too much, in an eager pursuit after the 
things of this world, which happens to several, in divers 
ways, to their great hurt, and damage ; and the snare 
lies deep and hidden, under a subtle covering. For 
whereas it is the duty of every man to t«ikc care for 
his family, and to be diligent in the calling God hath 
placed him in, and to improve such opportunities as are 
put into his hands ; yet here the enemy works to make 
the care immoderate ; to turn the diligence to slavery, 
and the improving opportunities to a searching out for 
them, sometimes by indirect means, to the prejudice of 
their neighbour : and all to satisfy a greedy desire after 
heaping up treasure in this world ; and through ear- 
nestness of the aflection, that kindles nrK)re and more, a 
man comes to have the increase, or decrease of these 
things to be the objects of his joy or sorrow ; and then 
he is miserable, for joy or sorrow are the highest facul- 
ties of the mind, and ought to be placed on the highest 
objects, and not upon transitory things. 
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fiut, alas ! how many are cast down at losses^ and 
lifted up at profits and gains ? Oh ! my friends, take 
heed of this fickle and uncertain state ; for while some 
have set their minds upon the things of this World, and 

S laced their trust in uncertain riches, they have erred 
*om the faith ; and if at any time they have taken 
their wings and fied away, their hope has gone with 
them ; therefore be cautious of having your spirits 
sharpened, apd set on edge about these outward things : 
take heed not to enlarge your trades and business be- 
yond your ability or capacity, for both these evils have 
been the ruin of some ; as every one ths^t hath ability 
hath not capacity, for great things, and every one that 
hath capacity, hath not ability ; and where either of 
these are wanting, such ought to be content with low 
and mean things, such as they are capable to manage, 
and able to reach ; not to lean too much upon the one, 
and then seek, by indirect means, to make the other 
answerable ; for no man knows the issue beforehand, 
and therefore ought to wait to know the guidance of 
the Lord, and to be subject unto his will, though in the 
cross to their own. 

As the apostle has noticed, concerning those" who 
said. We will go to yonder city, and will buy and sell, 
and set gain, which were lawful things in themselves, 
yet for this they ought to have said, " If the Lord 
will." So he that intends to increase his trade, and en- 
large his adventures, so that his gains may be en- 
larged, even in this, he ought to say, "If the Lord will." 
friends, wait to feel the governing hand of God in 
these things, to direct and govern you in your afiairs : 
that 80 he may be really acknowledged by you, the 
Lord of the earth, as well as heaven ; the ruler of 
your tradings and dealings, as well as of your religion 
and profession. 
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LETTER XL. 

Chard, 13th Tenth Mo. l7]9« 

Dearly BEtovED FrieitD) 

ThIne of the 15th of ninth month is before me, with 
which I was so aSected in the feeling of that love from 
whencejt proceeded, that I thought to return a speedy 
answer ; but through frailty of memory, and other in- 
firmities, it has been deferred until now. I observe 
thou takest notice of my making no reply to what tboa 
says concerning the burial of our good friend William 
Penn ; I hope thou wilt readily believe, it was not for 
want of love ; I can truly say, that 1 never loved any 
man better on a religious or civil account. Although 
we have had many other valuable friends, to me, d^ 
William Penn exceeded them all. The reading his 
works has been more profitable to me than that of 
many others, especially his book, entitled. No Cross, No 
Crownv In short, I can say, with a sincere desire to 
the Lord, my soul be with his. 

I hope, dear friend, thou wilt accept of this scribble ; 
1 am become weak, through the infirmities of age ; and 
such deafness is attending, that they are frequently 
obliged to write, to make me understand. But I can 
look back with comfort, and remember the Lord^s great 
love, in calling me to work in his vineyard, in which 
he hath also strengthened me, and given me a plentiful 
reward, blessed be his name for ever. 

My honest wife, (as dear William Penn used to call 
her) is indifferent well, considering her age, which I 
prize as a great mercy. Mine, and her dear love is to 
thee, and thy wife, and to my loving friend Henry 
Gouldney, with any other friends in thy freedom. 

So remain thy sincere, and for many kindnesses, 
much obliged friend, 

ElIAS OsBORlfE. 



LETTER XLI. 

Londoa Ninth Blonth 14th, 1706. 

Mt dear Frieitd, 
What 1 have heard trom mdaN\4»a)a nv«a qo ^jreat a 
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surprize, that my love questioned the integrity of those 
who related the sad story to me. Has not thy soul felt 
immortaUty brought to light among us, with all our 
weaknesses, beyond what thou ever felt among any 
other eort of people! What strange eclipse is thisT It 
is like an apoplectic upon the mind. i)ear Thomas, 
look back, and look inward, remember the days where- 
in we enjoyed sweet fellowship together in the heaven- 
ly power, that has often filled the gospel temple, and 
been an agreeable odour among us. I wish myself 
with thee, if but for a short time, and if thou desires 
the company of any other friends to accompany me, I 
will let them know. 

Our fear, our love, our grief, weigh us down on thy 
account. Dear Thomas, return by the door at which 
Ihou wentest out ; and be a fool, a little child, delight- 
ing thy soul in simplicity, meekness, and humility, 
which the feeling of divine life brings into ; wherein all 
doubts are resolved, all fears are dispersed, and an 
entire sweetness, and content remains. O what of this 
world is like unto this? Our greatest joys take wings 
on a sudden, and fly away, but the inward mental joys 
and comforts of the Holy Spirit, they keep ua company 
through this world to that which is out of the reach of 
all earthly troubles, and this is the reward of the right- 
eous. 

Be afraid of proceeding, and by this stumble thou 
wilt at last get ground to help others; yea, the godly 
sorrow that may follow this hour and power of dark- 
ness, in which thou art rather tried than overcome, 
may produce a deeper sense and travail than ever ; and 
restore, quicken, and augment thy gift and service. 
May it he so, saith my soul. 

1 write this in the innocency of my heart ; make a 
right use of it, and let me hear from thee, directed to 
H. G. 

With true love to thee, and thy honest wife, I rest 
_-tb; truly loving friend in the Lord, 



From a. letter of Joun Fotheroill, to bb Sod, tbe late 
Dr. FoTHERoiLL, of London. 

I AM preserved in usual health, and attended wilb 
peace :ind comfort in our heavenly Father's goodnea: 
though in the appearance of a severe threatening time 
of distress, in divers respects, to this nation : and if tve 
be not excited hereby to dil^ence, in seeking to lay 
hold of eternal treasure, which is the love and favour 
of the fountain of all good, we shall be more inexcusa- 
ble than many others of mankind, who know not «» 
well, and clearly, where to seek for happiness, and a 
refuge indeed. 

After this hint of what is much in mind, 1 shall take 
notice of thy remarks on thy late journey into Utdland 
and Germany ; and first say, thy account of divers peo- 
ple in those countries, exactly agrees with my idea of 
them J for 1 believe they have had, in some measure, 
their eyes opened, but they set man to work to form 
and imitate religion, building without being enough con- 
cerned to find the rock. Many, from their pious in- 
tentions, make a shew for a time, and some good may 
come of it: but it is a matter to be lamented, that 
there should be, as it were, a general propeosily 
among the Germans to run away with speculation, and 
thereby so many valuable spnngings, and glimpses of 
the heavenly day, should have yet produced no more 
durable fruits, as to the experiencing salvation in re- 
ality. But it ever will be true, that there is no foltow- 
ing Christ acceptably without submitting to the cram. 
Here seems to be the place at which the people of thai 
country in particular, as almost all nations in general, 
have suffered loss. May the plough of God take more 
effectual hold amongst them, is my heart's deare ; aad 
may this consideration strengthen thee in fearing to live 
ana delight therein, or be at ease in barren specuta- 
lion, even of the best things or principles ; but be tbov 
more and more animated to seek for daily bread fran 
f/)eeverJasting Father's ^aT\&, 'w\»t <nvVV Vkac simI aa*J 
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swer in due time, the patient, though hidden enquirers 
for if ; and thereby such will grow in the livii^ root, 
and hear fruit to the Father's praise. 

LETTER XLIl. 

291h of Twelfth Mo. 1783- 

YBSTBRDAt 1 received thine, and found immediateiy 
BO much sympathy with the state thou hast descrihed, 
and so much liberty to write thee, that I readily now 
undertake it, though as I have already told thee, I have 
no correspondence of this kind ; but when permitted by 
the common Father of us all, we may then, if ever, 
converse in this manner. 

The state of poverty thou hast complained of has, 
alas, been my own many a long winter, and that too 
attended with the most severe conflicts which a stub- 
born nature and implacable enemy have made very 
hitter, and even dangerous ; hut in times of the great- 
est peril, when on the brink of a precipice. Infinite 
Mercy has condescended to interpose, and snatch the 
brand as out of the burning. 

Thus much being premised may convince thee that 
thy case is by no means singular, it being, 1 apprehend, 
the common lot of all those who undertake the spiritual 
travel, to pass through deserts and sufier hunger and 
thirst, till brought through into a land of plenty. Thy 
state is now probably emerging from that of childhood, 
in which the great and good Shepherd, who carries his 
lambs in his arms, feeds them with divine spiritual food, 
even the milk of the word, strengthening them to bear 
the cross he requires them to take up ; but, however 
pleasing this happy state may be, there must be a going 
forward, even into the slate of young men ; witnessing 
some degree of strength, and putting on armour, to re- 
sist the enemy of all good ; and here it is, when found 
faithful to the measure received, we are favoured wvOr. 
Bome degree of stability, so as to paas t\\to«,i^ "Oae ev- 
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ercises allotted us with safety and comfort, 
still forward. - 

I need not now describe the dangers, the conllicb, 
and the assaults of the enemy, who makes our own 
passions his tools to work with : sufficient it is lo say. 
that help is never wanting to those who depend on tbc 
source of all good, in every trying 

And now, my dear friend, let me jusf point out li»j 
advantages of the state which seems hovering over' 
thee. In the first place it gives us to see clearly (ma 
whence are the several comforts, deliverances, and 
mercies, which have attended us in our travel from the 
land of bondage, in the wilderness state, and througb 
the river Jordan (the river of judgment), into the pro- 
mised land, where we have just b^un perhaps to ^1 
the inhabitants of the land (our own pas^ons) ; nnd na- 
ing brought with us our memorials in our hands, hav^ 
been able to worship as at Bethel, the house of Gi 
Secondly, it from hence teaches us where to apply 
continual help as we are in continual want of it, mi 
of the inhabitants having chariots of iron. Thirdtr, 
teaches us that we have no strength of our 
Fourthly, it is a most evident meana of humbling i 
der the consideration that we have ootbtng that is _ 
Fifthly, we are hence led to value the nwrc evenr 
stance of the Lord's goodness towards us, thereby 
creasing our love and obedience, and implicitly tnul 
to him by an increase of faith and conhdcnco that 
will never leave nor forsake us. Sixthly, this stittc 
be compared to that of a tree, which in winter, tf 
it bear no fruit, gathers strength in taking deeper 
so that in time of fruit, it may bear greater pleiilj, 
more pleasing to the good husbandman, va well a 
beholders. Lastly, the bleseing is pronounced on _ 
who hunger and thirst after righteousness, that (hoy 
shall be tilled : but whether this filling may be in time. 
or when divested of the cumber of mortality, is knowa 
only to Him, whose promises are Yen and Auetk 
am'apt to rhinlc both here as wcVV as bateafter to ~ 
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— for, alas, the lot of some is cast in a very barren land, 
so tliat when one sees others favoured with the heaven- 
ly dew, one is ready to cry out, that " the gleaning of 
the grapes of Ephraim ia better than the vintage of 
Abiezer." And yet one of the poor Abiezerites was 
made by the Lord's power a notable deliverer of his 
people. Thus, in every station, Omnipotence can raise 
up instruments to effect his purpose, which is ever the 
good of his people, both generally as well as individu- 
ally, I might have added above, to the advantages of 
poverty, that it greatly tends to bring down pride and 
Eelf-conceit, which must be laid in the dust. There is 
also another advantage I have found in a very eminent 
degree, and that ia when plunged into the deepest pover- 
ty, " when the earth and its bars were about me, so 
that not a glimpse of divine comfort was obtained for 
a long season," (I hope this will not be thy case) the 
divine light so shone on all occasions, that I never want- 
ed directions for my conduct, even in ordinary affairs ; 
and so great was its lustre, that though I seemed con- 
dned to a very narrow path, it was impossible to mis- 
take without disobedience ; which, alas, was but too 
often the case, either through weakness, inattention, or 
sudden attacks; and though sometimes I could not but 
fear, I was really dead : yet I concluded, that dead men 
do not know it, consequently that was not my case; 
but poor, very poor indeed, insomuch that I question if 
there ever was one more so. Again, I was also con- 
vinced there was hfe, because being favoured with light 
if evidently proved that the light came from the life, 
for death always is attended with darkness. And now, 

dear , do not be discouraged ; be sure hold fast 

that thou hast, never doubting that help is always near, 
and that the Giver of every good and perfect gift, 
knows and administers what is best for us; dwell, 
therefore, in the patience, and let it have its perfect 
work. If thou canst conveniently keep thy hour of re- 
tirement, it will he best, and perhaps as near the same 
time of the day, for then the mind vjWWooV let "■&■, \«!i. 
X 2 
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if business of the family prevent, take it when tlios 
canst. 

I have frritten in haste, and in much lovCi ia whirhi 
conclude 

Thy very aifectioQate friend, 

W. P. 

LETTER XLIIl. 

2»dof Third Mo. ITBS. 

Being, contrary to my expectation and endeavoui 

prevented from attending the ensuing monthly meetii 

at , of which I was the more desirous, for tl 

same reason that 1 hoped and still hope thou will I 
there ; 1 find freedom, and that I tru^t after having 
maturely considered it with a desire to do right, tfr 
communicate to thee what passed in my mind loDT 
before 1 knew or expected that would have bappeueOt 
which prevents me. 

It hath not been usual with me to think beforehand 
of the aSairs likely to come before sucli a meeting, but 

the mentioa made by the friends of , of tl 

application of a certain person to be admitted a 
her of our Society, occurred again and again to 
mind, and connected with it the parable of the IcarcM 
which a woman bid in three measures of meal, till tbe 
whole was leavened. It was • hidden,' but its opera- 
tion, though secret, was gradual and progressive. liB 
there was a total assimilation; 'till the whole WM 
leavened,' the process was from within to without ; ihe 
exterior part was the last alFected, the \tuA whose 
appearance was altered ; but though the last, it vnu 
completely changed as the rest, the ' whole' 
vened. 

This seemed to convey Instruction to my own mi 
as setting forth the prior necessity of an inward cbii 
for the proper regulation of the outward dcporlni 
I thought too, it might be applied not Improperly ti 
"istj, nor. perhaps, unprofllably to the coneidcnitii 
e party alluded to. I do wit ilovibt 
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sensible of tbc secret influence of the divine principle 
in his own conscience, or that his judgment has been 
measurably convinced by the testimonies he has heard 
borne to the truth, as professed by us as a people. I 
as little doubt the sincerity of his desire to be consider- 
ed as one believing in the same principle, and desirous 
to walk by the same rule. But whether there is yet 
that thorough conviction, that perfect harmony of faith 
and practice, as would justify a conclusion that ' the 
whole' is leavened, 1 hope he will not be offended if 
1 recommend to his serious consideralion, rather than 
he should desire a premature admission ; for as he that 
befieveth will not make haste, so a waiting for the 
right time, when perfect unity will be experienced, 
will not retard his growth in the truth ; nor lessen the 
tender regard of his friends toward him, or the peace 
of his own mind. 

I desire to be as brief as possible. I have nothing 
but good-will in my heart towards him ; and if under 
the influence of that wisdom which alone, in such cases, 
is profitable to direct, friends shall admit him a mem- 
ber of the society, I shall freely give him the right hand 
of fellowship, and desire to be his companion in the 
regeneration and in newness of life. 

i- JoHiV Thorf. 

\ LETTER XLIV. 

L aih of Seventh Mo. 1787. 

K'l THiiTK 1 do as seldom as any man who wishes well 
tfttbe cause of religion and virtue, endeavour to recom- 
mend it by books, though I do believe if people would J 
read such as deserve reading, as thou says, with a de- H 
sire to profit, they would always reap some benefit by ^ 
it. My reading now, not only from necessity but judg- 
ment, is pretty much confined with respect to all the 
forbidden productions of the tree of knowledge. ! have 
seen a beauty and safety in that state of miud express- _ 
ed by the Psalmist, and earnestly ha.-ve \ iestt«.i \a 




dwell in it : " Lord I do not exercise mjBelf in thiQ_ 
that are too h^h for mc ; my soul is even as a weaoea 
child." The Scriptures without, and (he law written 
io the heart, are the most profitable of all books, and 
in tneditatiog on the divine precepts writtco there, 
with a desire to obey, the most blessed knowledge k 
obtained. 

JoHK Thorp. 



LETTER XLV. 

15lli or Eighth Mo- IT8T. 
Do not think, dear friend, I am rccommendiog boob 
too highly ; every thing is good in its place ; but i with 
for thee as for myself, and I believe it is so, that we 
may have in our possession the truth itself, and that we 
may wait (that best of exercises) to feel, (when it shall 
please him to replenish our hearts with that light and 
virtue which comes from him), the mysteries of hit 
kingdom opened in ourselves. The Lord Almighty a 
in great mercy, by various means, endeavouring (o pre- 
pare us for, and engage us to seek after these tliviite 
communications from the fountain itself, wherein are 
hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Thia 
we should experience another sort of teaching and ano- 
ther kind of knowledge, than that which hooks and 
outward instruction can furnish us with. 1 loi^ mj 
dear friend, that we may grow and increase in tlie 
knowledge and experience of that divine communica- 
tion, from the fountain of divine intelligence, and with 
one another in him, which standelh in no need of the , 
medium of words or writing. 

JoHn TiiORr. 

LETTER XLVI. 

sand of El«VBnlli Mo. I78T. 

HoBEsT Thomas a Kempis pleases me much. , „ 

, always heen pleased with \t in any dtos, but I thi 
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this of Payne the most complete. I know not that 1 
have any thing to add, perhaps it may convince thee 
thou art not the poorest man, but of poverty 1 am not 
accustomed to complain. I believe all the dispensations 
of Providence are right, and so that we are but honest 
and faitliful slewarda of what we have received, we 
shall not fail to be accepted ; and this too, is the way 
to witness an increase : let us then, deai' friend, aspire 
after this, and rest satisfied with our own lot, and with 
every allotment of Providence, doing every day what- 
ever our hands find to do, according to the present abi- 
lity, with which let us ever be content. Let us seek 
nothing for ourselves, but that our blessed Master may 
be glorified in our obedience, though it may be often- 
times through our own humiliation. 

John Thorp. 



LETTER XLVll. 

15th of Eleventh IMd. 1794. 
Having the opportunity of conveying a few lines to 
thee, i was unwilling to let it slip, and though I should 
have nothing to write worthy of much regard, yet thou 
wilt at least be convinced of my good will, and that if 
1 had any thing better I should as freely have offered it. 
I am not much in the practice of boasting of my infirmi- 
ties, and truly I have nothing else to boast of, (I often 
tbuik there is too much of this amongst us) and yet lest 
thou should think of me above what I am, 1 am free to 
tell thee that weakness and poverty are often my com- 
panions, that jealousy and fear both night and day, do 
frequently attend me, lest 1 should not be so improving 
my time and the talents committed to me, as I ought 
to do; lest 1 should not be so steadily preferring the 
things which are most excellent, not enough setting my 
affections on things which are above, and looking to- 
wards the mark for the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus; lest obedience should not keep pace 
vvllh knowledge, and the day's work with the da.^ ■, Vie.- 
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cause I do see eo clearly that the end of all things is al 
hand, that the summer will soon be over, and the har- 
vest ended. Now if any thing hke this should be abo 
thy experience, I am not sorry for it ; but I do pray 
that this poverty, this weakness, thia jealousy and fear 
may, to both of us, be sanctified to our complete re- 
demption. Oh this great work, redemption ! if this be 
but happily accomplished in our experience it tnattert 
very little what else is gained or lost. I thought so 
through adorable mercy in my early youth, wbeo 
through the visitation of the day-spring from on high m 
prospect was opened into things which are ia\'iuble, 
the transcendant beauty of holiness was disclosed, and 
the glory of this world, wasstained in my view. ^Vitb 
what zeal and fervency was 1 then engaged to labcnr 
to obtain an inheritance eternal in the heavens that 
fadethnot away; and oh, the solicitude that I have and 
do now feet since I am advanced more in years, thati 
might not survive the greenness of my youth, tbat t, 
might not become more relaxed, lukewarm, and indff 
ferent, than 1 was in the day of mine espousals; and 
indeed I can say to the glory of his name who lives for- 
ever, that my love to God and to my brethren has not 
been on the decreaBC ; my soul was never more ravbb- 
ed with one of his looks, with one chain of hia n< 
whom my soul encroasingly esteems the chiefest of 
thousand, and altogether lovely; never, never had i 
gion so many charms ; that I do many a time thii 
when the vision of light is a little opened in my vieW|' 
that if I never had bf/'jrt, I should not then, h^itatek.j 
moment, but endeavour to give up all for eternal liAu 
Now, my dear friend, that what I have wrote hertti 
is likewise descriptive of thy religious situation I fed 
strongly disposed to believe, and therefore it is io wef' 
heart to say, let us thank God and take courage : let 
us lift up our heads in hope, that he who baa been oar 
morning light wtllbe our evening song: and though io 
our prepress through this wilderness we should meat 
^1 iritA (rJoulation, (for I hav« lieen instructed Io beUer^S 
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there is no outward situation exempt from trials ; but 
it is the privilege of the depeodast children of our hea- 
venly Father that they know him to be their sanctuary. 
This state of things is a compound of good and evil ; 
gall and worm-wood are deeply mingled in the cup we 
all have to drink, though not perhaps in hke propor- 
tion ; but let us receive our respective portions, as 
coming from his hand, who will make it a cup of bles- 
sing to his children. We have the authority of holy 
writ to say, in all their afllictiona he is afflicted, and 
the angel of his presence is with them. what con- 
descending language is this : " When thou passcst 
through the waters t will be with thee, and through 
the rivers they shall not overflow thee ; when thou 
walkest through the fire thou shalt not be burned, nei- 
ther shall the flame kindle upon thee." Thus, what- 
ever be the permitted dispensation of sufiering of any 
who love the Lord Jesus in sincerity, however such 
may at seasons be divested of strength and clothed 
with sackcloth, though such should have to pass through 
deep and fiery trials, yet shall they be preserved ; the 
Lord in whom they trust will be with all these, will 
sanctify the dispensations, and in his own time bring 
deliverance ; will clothe with the strength of salvation, 
will take off the sackcloth and clothe these with glad- 
ness, so that for the encouragement of the upright and 
sincere, whose hands I know are many times ready to 
hang down, yea to the whole Israel of God, it may be 
said as formerly, " There is none like unto the God of 
Jedliurun, who rideth upon the heavens in thy help, 
and in his excellency on the sky ; the eternal God is 
thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms." 
I have written a longer letter than 1 expected, in 
much freedom and more about myself than 1 ever did 
before that I remember, but 1 will not pretend to make 
any apology for it, some httle instruction may at some 
time be derived from it. 

John Tborp. 
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9^ LETTBRS ON 

LETTER XLVUL 

ISth ef Firal Mo. 
There is, I believe, an obligation to duty above the 
fear of puaishment, or expectation of reward ; aod 
because I wish Ihee the most perfect state, I wish thee 
this experience i a state wherein all selfishness both in 
spiritual and temporal things is lost, or swallowed up 
of divine universal disinterested love, as a drop of walcr 
in the ocean : and though I do most assuredly helievt 
that virtue is its own reward, that a cup of cold water 
given to a disciple, in the name of a disciple, shall not 
go without a reward ; yet I have often thought it a 
subject worth the consideration of those who are stew- 
ards and desire to be faithful, that this is neither Ihc 
time nor place of rewards or punishments although 
the earnest of both are fretjuently felt. I apprehend 
tbatmany, evcnof the wise in heart, have bcenreadyto^ 
stumble here, thinking that their faithfulness and pit^ 
should have engaged the divine interposition to ejcem 
them from the sulleringsof this present life; 
it is likely, the Roman Brutus, when, overcome 1 
Anthony in a cause wherein he thought virtue ( 
engaged him, with his latest breath he is mid to have 
uttered this desponding exclamation, "Oh virtue, I 
have followed or worshipped thee as a substantial good, 
but 1 find thee only an empty name." How much of 
this sort appears in the book of Job, whose truils were 
as singular and great as his conduct had been upright 
and approved ! And David tells us that his fool Itai 
well nigh slipped, because he envied the prosperity oi 
the wicked ; when he saw how they flourished as tl 
green bay tree, he was tempted to conclude that | 
had cleansed his hands and washed himself in ic 
cy in vain. 

Time would fail to recount the suffering, (he t 
and probations that have attended the peculiar heri- 
tage of God in all generations; that their great nrivv 
lege, it is plain, hath ever been divine suiiport aoopr*- 
servafion under trials, and not an exemptioo (ram ibaaS 
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how great and various were the trials that attended 
the good old patriarchs, und how singular and proving 
those that were experienced hy the man after God's 
own heart, whose eon even conspired to take away his 
life ; but he who is a God keeping covenant and mercy, 
vouchsafed his protection and sure support, and was to 
him iu all his troubles a rock, a refuge, and a sure 
hiding place. I feel beyond all that can he expressed 
in words for thee whilst 1 am writing, that this may be 
thy happy experience, if trials of any sort be permitted 
to attend thee ; for though I know not how applicable 
or otherwise any thing of this kind may be to thy pre- 
sent state, yet this 1 know, that there is no combina- 
tion of outward circumstances can exempt us from 
trouble ; though we tread upon the high places of the 
earth, and dip our feet in oil : but in the most proving 
situations, though some encouragement, instruction and 
consolation may be derived from considering what hath 
been the lot, and what the support of many elder bre- 
thren in the family, who througli many tribulations 
have entered the kingdom, yet the most sovereign help 
and comfort is obtained by looking unto Jesus, who was 
a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; whose 
visage was more marred than any man, and his form 
more than the sons of men ; who being touched with a 
feeling of our infirmities, and having been tempted, 
knows how to succour them who are tempted. Let us 
then, my dear friend, in our varied allotments, lay 
aside every weight and burden, and run with patience 
the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the 
author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that 
was set before him endured the cross, and despised the 
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne 
of God. I would not make any unnecessary addition, 
but I am GO fully satisfied that it is not the will of our 
Father who is in heaven, that any of his children 
should be discouraged under whatever disadvantage in 
their own apprehension they may be placed, or what- 
ever cup tbf^ may have to drink, ot W^Vvsm "i^t^ ^sss^ 
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have to pass through ; but that they should be encour- 
aged to put their trust in him, to cast their care upoo 
him ; none who ever did so, ever were, or ever will be 
confounded. Let nothing move us from this fouDdalioi, 
aod we shall besafe. Oh, how memorable is that aaj> 
ing of David, " The Lord is my ehepherd, therefore 1 
shall not lack ;" and again, " Thy rod and thy staff, 
they comfort me, and thou art with me." Thus io 
heights and depths, in seasons of trial and of rejoiciu;, 
let our whole dependnnce, our humble trust and conS- 
dence be in and upon the sure mercy of God in Cbriri 
Jesus, and then I am sure that he will sanctify to thee 
all his dispensations ; that he will bless thee indeed, 
and that as it hath pleased him to appoint thy lotai 
in a south land, so be will continue as he hath in mercy 
hitherto at seasons done, also to give thee springt of 
water, yea, the sure inexhaustible springs of coihoU- 
tion that flow from his presence ; and this I viiih for 
thee with as much sincerity, as for thy atlcctionale aod 
true friend, 

J0H?( I'llORP. 



LETTER XLIX. 

S>d of FLrat Mo. 1793. 
I HAVE often of late felt something like the salutatioo 
of love moving in my mind towards thee, in whicb 1 
wish tbee both natural and spiritual health, and u 
there is no medicine that can be prescribed or taken 
equal to wholesome food and exercise for the praerT»- 
tion of bodily health, so 1 believe that by this tnm» 
our spiritual health also, is best preserved; but vt 
may observe some people as to the outward, wbow 
constitulion is not bad, yet feeling some slight iiitiispni- 
Uon would rather have recourse to medicine, or ffive 
themselves up to the feelings of their intirmilics, Uuia 
employ the strength they have in necessary excrcivc, 
and content theniselvea with such food as would bc 
UKiBt profitable for them. SontcttuAi^ like tfaii 1 
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hend to be the case with some religious persona, who 
attending too much to every little feeling of weakness, 
and comparing themselves with others, whose gifts and 
callings may be very different from theirs (though not 
atall more acceptable to God, or according lo his will) 
are ready to be discouraged, and count themselves fit 
for nothing, whereas the Lord is only glorified by our 
obedience in that station in which he hath placed us, 
so that let the sphere of our activity be what it may, 
let the orbs in which we are placed be high or low, in 
human estimation, let our gilVs and callings be more or 
less conspicuous and admired by our fellow pilgrims, 
those who are faithful and honest in their varied allot- 
ments, seeking nothing for themselves, but to bring 
glory unlo God by a liie of humble dedication to him; 
these, however they may have been regarded amongst 
men, or however at times they may be ready to judge 
of themselves, will finally meet with an equal welcome 
from the blessed Master, as approved good and faithful 
servants. Oh, how wisely then do they act, who taking 
no anxious thought for to-morrow, are attentive accord- 
ing to present ability, to the duties of the present day ; 
who satisfied with their own allotment of Buffering, of 
exercise, of consolalion, and labour, cheerfully comply 
with the divine appointment ; these neither desire more 
or fewer talents than what they have received, but 
wisely occupying with these, experience an improve- 
ment. I hardly know how to put into words what I 
have in view to recommend, and what I am favoured 
at seasons to see is the most excellent way, though 
possibly, my dear friend, thou art much more advanced 
in this way than I am. It is to be careful for nothing, 
but in every thing by prayer and supplication let -our 
wants be made known unto God, casting all our care 
upon him who careth for us, to cast off every weight 
and burden, and run with palience the race that is set 
before us, doing with our might whatever our hands 
find to do ; but what meaneth this language we so often 
hear, and so often feel 1 I can do nothing, — I Uasft x» 
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ability, — I have neither strength nor understanding; 
and in whose heart hath this language been raised more 
feelingly than in my own, for who is so deaf, or so blind 
as the servants or messengers of the Most High when 
his light is not with them I But when he who en- 
creaselb strength to them who have no might of their 
own, wbo apeaketh to things that are not, as thou^ 
they were, and they obey him ; when in gracious con- 
descension he is pleased to call, to move to any little 
service amongst our brethren, let us not then complain 
of want of ability, nor reason upon our untitness : re- 
member it was through faith the walls of Jericho fell 
down, but the ram's-horns were employed as instru- 
ments. Oh this faith to which all things are possible, 
which removes mountains, and in which we should walk; 
without which it is impossible to please God ; let uc 
contend for it, let us watch unto prayer that it may be 
increased, for by this shall all the fiery darts of the 
enemy he quenched. I know that Jesus b the author 
of this faith ; I know it is the faith of the operation of 
God; but yet I am verily persuaded thai by standing 
open, and willingly yielding to this operation, or turn- 
ing away and shutting our minds against it, we shall 
experience an increase or diminution of it. Abraham 
believed God (against all human probability) and it was 
counted to him, said the apostle, for rightcousoesk 
Lord, be it unto me, according to thy word, said tbc 
holy vii^in Mary : thus prepared she conceived tbe 
Redeemer of mankind. Have faith in God, said the 
ever blessed Jesus to his disciples; and to Thomu, 
be not faithless, but believing : — said I not unto thee, 
was the answer of our blessed Lord unto Martha, that 
if thou WDuldcst believe thou shouldest see the glory of 
God 1 It is not in my heart, very far from it, (o put 
any upon moving in the Lord's service in their own 
will, or their own time, but I want to recommend to 
thee, my dear friend, what I feel to be Dccesaary he 
myself, an unreserved dedication of heart to C ' 
careful abiding with and attention to the hie 
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ter ; it is in my heart to say to thee, whatsoever he 
saith unto thee do it ; no man by taking thought can 
add one cubit unto his stature. I would have you, 
said the apostle, to be without carefulness ; let us leave 
every thing to him who hath all power; let us commit 
ourselves and our all, our children, who are dear to ua 
as our own lives, unto the Bishop of Souls, who loves 
and careth for them more than we do; who, blessed 
be his holy name, saith all that is within me, hath not 
only died for us, but for our children. Oh, that they 
also may be made willing to die to themselves, that they 
might live to him ! 

In the fresh feeling of the heavenly Father's love, 
of which I am no ways worthy, I salute thee as a bro- 
ther in Christ, and commend us both unto his holy 
keeping. 

Remember me affectionately lo thy wife, whose 
dwelling is, 1 trust, secure in the valley of humility. 
J OHM Thorp. 



LETTER L. 

26th of Fourth Mo. 1796. 

It is now more than twelve months since I received 
thy kind letter, though there has not passed one month, 
perhaps not one day, in which I have not affectionately 
remembered thee; and thou would long since have had 
a reply to it, if 1 had thought thou had stood in need 
of any instruction, or help from me. If the enemy has 
gained any advantage by my silence, either against 
thee or me, 1 am sorry for it ; but 1 believe thou hast 
been too long acquainted with his devices to be in much 
danger from that quarter. 

The very poor account thou condescended to write 
me of thy own situation, did not at all surprize me ; it 
was just such a one as I should have expected from 
thee ; the happy humble state of thy mind, added to 
ilii great sensibility under the humiliating gradual pro* 
cess of regeneration, disposeth to such feeliii«s ^.w^soeN^ 
Y 5 
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fears. I believe there are many of ub, were it not thtt 
we are sometimes favoured for the sake of othere, 
Ehould have much the same account to give of ourselves. 
Thou may be sure enough my dear friend, that if Pro- 
vidence seeth meet to make any other use of thee than 
that which he hath long done, as a preacher of righte- 
ousness in life and conversation, as a father to the poor, 
and a succourer of many, when the right time shall 
come thou wilt not be left in any doubt about it ; but if 
otherwise, it is all right, it is enough if we are found 
faithful stewards io the station which the Master hntb 
appointed us, whether as stewards of grace, or of the 
things of this life. What cause have we not only Io be 
satished with, but thankful for our Iota? Our outward 
circumstances, our mental powers, and spiritual gills, 
are diversified by him who only is wise, and it is deeply 
fixed as a sentiment in ray mind, that the allotment, or 
gifts of each individual of us, if we act well our part, 
and are faithful in the improvement, will conduce more 
completely to fill up the measure of our happiness 
through all eternity, than any varied portion could pe«- 
sibly do. The great point by which glory, hoDour,and 
peace, both here and forever, would certainly be gained, 
is, for each of us to stand in our own lots, resigned to 
the will of God in all the varied dispensations of bis 
providence, seeking no more of either prosperity or 
adversity, of poverty or riches, of sulTering or rejcHciog, 
in things spiritual or temporal, than he knows to b 
best for ua, 

1 note all that Ihuu h.ist hinted of some circumstas' 
ces, which as a parent, do furnish for thee some deg 
of affliction ; experience hath taught mc to sympRthix , 
in a case which, though somewhat dissimilar, hatk| 
been tome exceedingly distressing; hut, my dear friend' 
what can we do for tticmT Nothing of ourselves, to h_ 
sure, that will do any good, but. through divine heln 
we can love, pity, and pray for tbeni : and indeed wifl 
some, this is the last and only resource; and O, tlM 
fear thatl have felt, lest Uhould be deficient here. 
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The fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much; let us be found diligent in this holy eserciae: 
the example of Job is worthy our imitation, and with 
what fervency did the father of the faithful address the 
Most high with this petition: "O that IshmacI might 
live before thee !" God forbid, said the prophet Samuel, 
concerning the rebellious house of Israel, that I should 
sin against the Lord, in ceasing to pray for you. O that 
both thou and 1 may be found fervent enough, and fre- 
quent, in this great duty, often retiring to the closet of 
our hearts, the temple which God hath chosen, and 
there to pour forth our supplications to our Father who 
is in heaven, that he would take our children under 
his care. Much benefit would arise from this practice. 

I am lery far from thinking Ihee a stranger to this 
Christian exercise ; for any thing I know thou mayest 
have gone far beyond me in t!ie practice; if so, per- 
mit me to recommend it to thee to persevere, and for 
thy encouragement let us remember the example of 
the woman who came to Christ, and would not be de- 
nied. Matt. sv. 22, and likewise the parable of our bless- 
ed Lord, by which he taught that men should always 
pray, and not faint. Luke xviii. O, the consolation 
and support we also should derive from thus spreading 
our cause before the Lord, and committing ourselves, 
our children, and our all into his hands, who is the 
Shepherd and Bishop of souls. 

Wishing thee every comfort, and every blessing, 
consistent with the Divine will, 

1 remain thy affectionate and sincere friend, 

JoHB Thorp. 



■c LETTER LI. 

' L'nJ nf Second Mo. 1708. 

Though 1 have not written to thee now of a long 
time, it would be great injustice to suppose I had for- 
got thee; 1 do not even suspect thee on the same ac- 
count, and 1 am not willing to be suspected, I X' 
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ber thee often, my dear friend, I believe in the man* 
Der thou would wish me, according to abililj and 
strength ailbrded, and I have the comfort also to be- 
lieve thou art graciously remembered of God ; yet, like 
a wise and tender father, he knoweth how to preserve 
bis people humble and in a slate of deep abRscmenl be- 
fore him, because he knoweth, who knoweth all things, 
that it is best and safest for us. I have, indeed, oAea 
observed with humble admiration, the unfailing wit- 
dom of his discipline in this respect ; always increa- 
sing with all his gifts and favours, our humble abate- 
ment before him. Seeing in the light the necessity of 
this, I have often fervently petitioned for it, and though 
painful apprehensions and many fears do generally at- 
tend a state of spiritual desertion, as if it was some way 
or other our own fault, and the consequence offome 
impropriety of conduct, yet, as the eye is kept single lo 
him in submission, and the hunger and thirst after fas 
righteousness maintained, such shall at seasoDs, when 
it pleascth him, and most certainly when their days of 
mourning and conflict here are over, be for ever tilled 
and clothed with it; so that I believe the Lord would 
have us to be encouraged to press forward, keeping 
the mark in view : " Be not weary in well-doing, in due 
season ye shall reap if ye faint not." Nothing hath ii&fH 

!)ened to us, but such things as are common to oar 
ellow pilgrims ; though I know the enemy tells n ctcaii 
contrary story, and would have us to believe, that 
ease and lot is harder and wor^ than hath falleo to 
share of any other; but no credit must be given to 
who was n liar from the beginning, and who alwaj»' 
seeks to cast down those whom he cannot exalt nbovc 
measure. — But thou art not ignorant of his dcvica; 
the goodsoldier, thou knowest, must endure hardnes; 
and let us always remember him of whom the prophet 
spake, that be was a man of sorrows, and acquainled 
with grief; and can we expect lo get to heaven with- 
out passing through a similar procea*? 
E Thou and I have now biicn lon^ en^ged in ibM 
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Christian warfare, I humbly trust not altt^ether udsuc- 
cessfullj, we can be at no great distance from the 
end of the Christian race ; the crown b at the end of 
it, laid up for and shall be given to those who love the 
appearing of the Lord, the righteous judge; which I 
have no doubt h thy case ; 1 pray that it may ever- 
more he mine. 

Give my love to thy wife, who I believe hath made 
great progress in that way that will end in peace, 
how 1 long, how I wish to encourage all my fellow pil- 
grims to persevere in the high way to the kingdom, and 
in an especial manner such at have been long on their 
journey, and arc at no great distance from (he hea- 
venly country, that the strength of all such may be so 
renewed, that they may run without being weary, that 
they may walk and not faint. 

John Thorp. 

LETTER LII. 

aothof Tonlh Mo. 1799. 

M.^NY a time of late have I thought I would write 
to thee, and 1 certainly should before now, if I had not 
felt myself so almost constantly unlit for any sort of 
communication, through somewhat of an uncommon 
degree of what we call spiritual poverty. I do notsay 
this in a way of complaint, I have no doubt it is all in 
wisdom. 1 do not even wish the dispensation to be 
changed before the time. I have no cause to believe 
I am alone in this condition, though as to the degree I 
am sometimes ready to think so; I do not only feel so des- 
titute of spiritual enjoyments, but of ability to do any 
thing to help myself, so that although I have been 
endeavouring after spiritual attainments, now for more 
than forty years, yet, when I sit down in meetings, in a 
stripped state to a degree of nakedness, 1 know no more 
how to help myself, than when I was a httle child; 
sometimes as my mind sinks into submission, I am per- 
mitted to possess a little quietness and peace, ■a.tvisewfir 
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times, for causes that 1 do not so clearly know, I expe- 
rience considerable conflict; but as I said before, i 
have no doubt but this is all in mercy, 1 know him in 
whom 1 have I have believed, and mv soul dewres lo 
bow in submission to all his dispensa lions. 

It is very unusual for me to speak or write so much 
about myself, and I do not know how 1 came to do it 
now, unless it be to convince thee, if thou also should 
sometimes pass through seasons of deep humiliatioa and 
abasement, that thou art not indeed the poorest of the 
spiritual family ; nay, if thou was to think thy case ww 
not at all to be compared to others, 1 myself bare 
thought so too ; how often have I been ready to wy. 
Yes, these good people may have to pass througb (heie 
baptisms, perhaps for their further puritication, or il 
may be to enable them to speak more feelin^y to 
others ; but what is that to me / I have reason to fe*f 
mine is rather a state than a baptism, and proceedi 
from the unregenerate condition of my own heart: 
what else can be the reason why I am so insensible of 
good, and Mt meeting after meeting as the parchi 
heath in the desert ; nay, even when testimonies ii ^ 
borne I am like the deaf adder. Thus many a liine,ll 
years that are now past, hath my poor mind b< " 
tossed as wilh a tempest, and not comforted, and i 
at seasons am I permitted in measure to be exercbi 
to this day: many a lime have I said in tny lieaf 
Lord, if these dispensations are intended to make IM 
feel what I am without thee, and that of myself I can 
do nothing; that there is none good but one, and Unt 
ifl God — if to convince me of this be thy grncioos pnr- 
pose, surely it is enough ; 1 am full of this convictioo ; 
notwithstanding when 1 consider what the ever btoacd 
Master sullercd for us, when he trode the wtne-prMi 
alone, and gave his life a ransom for many, I am rvW ' 
ashamed to think any thing of what we meet with, tfl 
Iheniiture of sulfcring, in our daily ClirLMian wsrfiMrl 
No, my dear friend, let us mlher giory in IribublMi 
abo: inasmuch as \vc fttt m&te IViereb'j the n - 
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formable to his blessed example, whowas a man of 
sorrow, and acquainted with grief. 

I liave just now, since wiiling the above, given thy 
last kind Christian letter, dated 9th month, 1798, a 
fresh rending, of which I do not know that I have much 
to remark, except that thou thinkest too ill of thyself, 
and too well of me ; in both respects perhaps this letter 
may help to set thee right. Of the subject of human 
infirmities, I once heard (and I thought it did me good) 
a truly living humble minister of the goepel say, that 
though he could not say he loved the Lord his God with 
all his heart, and his neighbour as himself; he could, 
or durst saythia, that he had not left offstriving to arrive 
at that attainment. Let us then keep up the warfare 
33 good soldiers of Christ: and O, let us he careful and 
diligent in this important business : do not let the world 
have too much of our time, or attention; we at our 
time of life must very soon leave it. Be encouraged, 
my dear friend, to persevere in the Christian warfare 
against the world, the Hcsh, and the devil : occupy with 
the talents received; attend to thy stewardship, both 
of grace and the things of this life ; do all the good the 
blessed Master bids thee do, both to the souls and bo- 
dies of men : and then, never fear, when the day of 
reckoning shall come, thou shalt receive the answer of 
" Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord." Let us number our mercies, and 
commemorate the many favours, preservations, and de- 
liverances that have been hitherto vouchsafed unto us; 
and bless the name of him who lives for ever, for what 
he hath given and for all he hath denied; and when 
his fatherly corrections and chastisements may be ex- 
ercised upon us, those certain evidences of filiation, O, 
that we may be enabled, in feeling submission, to kiss 
the rod ; thus would all the gracious designs of our hea- 
venly Father be accomplished, and all his dispensati^His 
would be sanctified unto us. 

lam thy aScctlonate friead. 
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^^■XW LETTEBS ON 

^H» LETTER Llll. 

^^^ Plymouth, 33d of Firvt 

Deak Friesd, M. W. 

In a measure of the divine life and fellowship oftl 
Gospel I tenderly salute thee, and 1 choo^ the pre 
time as thou art brought very fresh to my reir 
brance, as thou hast indeed many times been, e» 
pecially about the close of my last Coroish journey; 
for as in tlie course of it, and in the services to which I 
was called, I witnessed the Lord's supporting arm to be 
near me, so was my mind frequently tendered and 
raised into a living sense of the unbounded goodness anl 
wonderful condescension of our grent master to his poor 
servants, who are labouring to be nothing in themselva; 
empty vessels ; that He may be all, and they what he 
pleases to make them. The exaltation they are seek- 
ing after is the being raised from death to falaemcl 
life by virtue of his divine power, and that in and by 
its mighty working in them, that they may be made 
instruments effectual to extend its dominion in the 
hearts of their fellow mortals. In a sense of these thing! 
I am engaged to call encouragingly to thee. What 
signifies all the opposition that men can make to the 
work of God T They may endeavour to the utmost ot 
their power and the depth of their craft cither to sup- 
press or undermine this work, but all in vain ; for he 
that sits in heaven shall laugh them to scorn, and when 
be sees meet shall scatter them as the driven stubble, 
and pour contempt upon them. In the mean lime it i> 
our prudence to be still, having our eye oniT to our 
Leader, and not fret too much because of evil doen; 
for as we arc in the discharge of our duty nil will be 
well with us; and though Ihcrc may be baptiKiog 
times of deep suffering with the oppressed seed, ai weB 
as hard work to get into our services through the oppih 
sition of dark spirits, yet as we are kept in innocence 
and uprightness toward God, and so out of condemnfe* 
tion, 1 think all this may be cheerfully borne for llHi 
miimJce of thBt peace and dmtwvncK\ivi»'NhcrewiliilMa 
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is often pleased to season and oversiiadow otir 6pirits ; 
for which cause my advice to Ihee is to move strait 
forward, without looking behind or about thee, having 
found much thought fulness is very weakening and fre- 
quently made use of by the enemy to hurry and deject 
us, whereas were we cheerfully to undergo the suffer- 
ing we are called to, it would be much easier lo be gone 
through than when the difficulty is encreased by our 
own uneasy reflections. Let me therefore once more 
speak encouragingly to thee, and say, never mind the 
opposers, but follow thy engagements simply and fear 
no consequences, for nothing but good can be the con- 
sequence of sincere obedience. 

And in regard to the sense we have ofourown weak- 
ness and unworthiness as creatures, let us- consider how 
much we have already seen of the all sufficiency of his 
powerful arm, which we have had a full evidence hath 
been stretched out for our help. Have we not seen 
his wonders in the deep 1 And why then should we doubt 
his love towards us? He can use what instruments 
he pleases, and as it has pleased him to make use of us. 
let us not suffer the enemy to perplex our minds about 
our own unworthiness and unfitness ; it is his power and 
holy unction that is the only qualification for his work, 
and as he is pleased to dispense this, let us be satisfied 
and never mind how mean we ourselves are ; for let 
us be low as we may, the highest among mortals is a? 
low in his eye before whom all nations are as the drop 
of the bucket or the small dust of the balance, 

I am sensible that at times we are in great want, and 
leanness comes over us ; but I have found that as our 
eye is to the Lord (though he may see meet to try us 
with want of bread) he supports under the hunger to 
which the blessing is, helping us through the dark stor- 
my days and times of famine ; blessing the little he is 
pleaded to give, and making if sufficient for our sup - 
porL, and to keep us alive till he sends rain on the land: 
and thus is this (though the sorest of ail exercises) made 
tolerable, as we keep in the faith aa4 f^^'^'^'^^'i '^^*«- 



i 



110 IrETT£R8 OH 

saints ; and nothing embitt^re it ao much as letting io 
consultations and reasonings. 

Thus, my dear friend, have I found IbiDgs, and fhm 
do 1 with much i»mplicity mention them : thy experi^ 
ence I am sensible, in many things, far exceeds mioet 
yet perhaps thou may st catiih a Tittle light from some 
part of this letter, which is written from bo other mo- 
tive but love. 



LETTER LIV. 

1 HAVE thus far, as thy sympathizing friend, suggested 
every thing that occurs to me which n^ight be ofuse io 
in thy disorder ; but the great medicine from above, the 
sacred b^lm, the Almighty, and unerring hand of divine 
mercy, is the only certain cure or alleviation of the 
sufferings and ills attending poor pilgrims in their travel 
through this vale of tears. What happiness is it to be 
in possession of this knowledge ? Long hast thou been in 
possession of it ; long hast thou looked to the 'God of 
Jacob as thy strength, and he hath owned thee in thy 
own heart by lifting up the light of his countenance upon 
thee, and by being thy present help in every needful 
time, and to those of thy acquaintance who know and 
love him, hast thou been trulv near and honourable. 

My heart embraces thee whilst I write, in the love 
which stretches beyond the narrow bounds of time, 
and is immortal in the root ; and claimeth kindred with 
every child of the family of God. Many such claims hath 
my soul in particular on eternity, or life would be an 
insipid way, a bitter thing tome. 

Genuine friendship is a plant from heaven ; it bear» 
the most pleasant fruit we taste below ; but it is eternity 
must exalt this fruit to its highest flavour. Love, the 
badge, the employment, and delight of the real disciple 
and true child of Christ, is, and must be, its own ever- 
lasting reward. 

1 Io6t a father very young, but he who hath been a 
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tender father to me, left me to honour his memoir. Dear 
sisters, ofgood dispositions, have been removed, A loving, 
worthy and dearly beloved wife, the desire of mine eyes, 
was taken from me by a stroke. My very dear friend, 
thy brother, was called home in the strength of life. My 
tender mother, dear to me by the natural tie, but in- 
expressibly so as a friend, her too have I lost in the 
language of men. But are all these souls lost? 1 trust not. 
For I cannot bear the thought : let ire but continue 
to labour to know him " Who is the resurrection and 
the life," to preserve, and cultivate that life which he 
in infinite mercy has raised in me,and I have no doubt, 
but 1 shall rejoin them and never be separated from 
them, more; for well am I assured, that true friend- 
ship survives the grave. 

Thou wiit from what I have wrote, judge of my mind 
in regard to thee. Grave advices to one who hath endea- 
voured to hve by supreme direction, would be nause- 
ously impertinent, and consolaticm unnecessary, further 
than the overflowings of a friendly heart, ready to join 
him who sucks at the everlasting breasts. Calmly there- 
fore, warm at heart, with brotherly love, with hopes 
full of immortality for thee, and forrtiyaelf, I dearly 
salute thee and thy spouse, remaining 
Thy affectionate friend, 

W. C 



K LETTER LV. 

|K To S, Tavlor, of Maiichester- 

il . Dudley, 4lh of Bacond Mo. 1753. 

Dear friend, 

Considering the contents of thy last acceptable fa- 
vour, I think thou might reasonably have expected a. 
return ere now ; but thou well knowest eveir body has 
not the command of their pens at all times, so I hope thou 
hast suspended passing judgment on my long silence. I 
am conscious to myself of my friendship for thee, as well 
as convinced of thine for me, which I hQ^eVAWift NasiV 
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log. as our lives, n^y will not terminate with time; ia 
as it is constituted by the unchangeable truth, we 
must one of us depart from that berore the fellovvship 
can.be broken, which I earnestly pray may never be 
our unhappy lots ; for it had been better for us never 
to have been made partakers of the power of the 
world to come, than for us to fall from the knowledge 
and grace received ; but I have no fears on this band 
on thy account, although I well know temptations 
and dangers attend thee, as well as poor me ; but thou, 
by a longer experience, art, 1 believe, better armed 
against them, and more quick in discerning the secret 
attacks of the enemy. 

Do hot think I flatter, for I speak truly when I say, 
1 am but a child, a mere infant, in the experimental 
part of religion; however favoured at times in the 
sight of the people, all which I think I would cheerfully 
resign to witness a growth in the root of eternal life; 
it being that only which will gain the approbation of 
him who judges not by outward appearances, but looks 
at the heart. 

O the necessitv of a continual watchfulness, and holy 
awe, to walk be&re him blameless : my soul is distress- 
ed under the consideration of it, lest those who set out 
later should get before me in this heavenly race : thou 
wouldst perhaps tell me my fears were groundless, but, 
my dear friend, couldst thou discern the fluctuations of 
my mind, the various turns of the passions, the barren- 
ness of my spirit, and how it wanders from the centre 
of its strength, thou wouldst acknowledge there wa? 
cause to fear and tremble ; for my standing seems to 
be very precarious. 

O talk no more, 1 beseech thee, of my stability, 
watchfulness, and readiness, to perform the duties re- 
quired. If I have been assisted to do any little service 
for my God, to him belongs the glory. 1 wish I was 
more worthy of his favours ; but am too sensible of my 
deficiencies to receive any part of the praise. How- 
ever. I hope to press (oTwatd xov^ank the mark of the 
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prize of the high calling in Christ Jcsub: which I ap- 
prehend to be a constant and entire submission to the 
will of our heavenly Father, whether it he in doing or 
suffering : this is the happy, hflmble, yet exalted state 
my soul at times pants after, and longs to make a sacri- 
fice of the esteem of those who are in the spirit of the 
world, to whom let me be unknown and had in derision, 
so that I may but enjoy that fellowship with the saints 
which stands in communion mth the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost. 

My dear friend, I hope thy excuse for these incorrect 
hints: thou mayst observe, by them, the labour of my 
soui, which I am unexpectedly led to communicate; 
(though I do it but seldom) but I know to whom I am 
writing, and give liberty to my pen, I am much bet- 
ter in health than when I wrote thee last. I then was 
ready to conclude myself like a ship that stood fair for 
the harbour, hut am now tossed back on the dangerous 
ocean of life, destined to endure a longer contest with 
the storms, tfec. attending the passage over it. 

Well be it so, I will not say it was an adverse wind 
that blew me back : doubtless my vessel was not richly 
enough laden to enter the celestial port, and its being 
continued longer at sea, was intended that 1 might add 
to its burthen. O that this grace may not be bestowed 
in vain : but may I use all diligence to make good the 
voyage, that I may happily land safe at last on the 
shore of endless felicity. 

My mother is brave and well, and with my sister 
unites in dear love to thee ; in the same I desire to be 
remembered to thy brother and friends at Manchester : 
it is late, and time to bid thco farewell, which I do as 
much as I am capable, in the gospel, and with great 
sincerity, subscribe myself, thy affectionate friend, 

Catherine Pavtok. 
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LETTER LVL 

Bury, (Suffolk) 30lh of First Mo. 176S. 

Dear Fhiend, 

It is vfith great nearness and satisfaction that 1 re- 
member my particular friends in Pennsylvania, amongst 
whom thoti art often brought to my remembrance, and 
if strength of desire could have sympathetically affected 
thy heart, I should have had some little stream through 
thy quill, v^hich when in hand is not slow to nK>ve oo 
pleasing subjects. ^ I consider thy situation at present, 
and make no doubt but thou art often deeply bowed, 
and tenderly engaged, to implore strength and clear un- 
derstanding to discbarge thyself honestly, and to keep 
a conscience void of ofience both towards God and man. 
I have often thought that such men, who see them- 
selves in the true light, and are careful to dwell there- 
in, their eye being single to the glory of God, their 
whole body is full of light, every sense and facultv be- 
ing thereby quickened and enlivened: such men, 1 s;iy, 
see their gifts, and know to use them both in clmn li 
and slate, and are thereto constrained for the Lord's 
sake, which is the true spring that gives perfect mo- 
tion to every duty, and preserves the whole in harmo- 
nious order. 

When we, under proper influence, have discharged 
ourselves, sometimes applause will shine on us, and sell* 
(with the unstable multitude), will tempt us to take a 
view with the help of his spectacles, that gifts and tjua- 
lifications may be admired. This snare, seen and 
avoided, perhaps self will turn, to discouraf^je from duty, 
and breathe such a carping mist, that it will seem "to 
darken the very air round about, and then we cannot 
judge perfectly. We are all servants, and it is good for 
us to despatch the business, do our Master's errand, 
and return home quickly, not to play in the sunshine of 
applause. Neither tarry from home in the night. Our 
Mauster tabernacles in the clean heart: if we dwell 
there, we shall see our busmes&b^ his U^ht; and when 
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he is pleased to move or send, the light goeth before, 
and will last, until the errand be performed. Dear 
friend, I am thankful on thy behalf, because I fully be- 
lieve thou well know est the rneaningof the above hints, 
and that in the Lord alone is our peace, rest, and re- 
freshment. 

Oh! the value of deep retirement, and even some- 
times a cessation of all thinking, that we may be re- 
newed in a right way of thinking, and our enfeebled 
spirits strengthened and enabled [o run the Christian 
race, hold out to the end in well doing, and obtain the 
reward of eternal life ; which that we may receive is 
the earnest breathing of my soul. 

I had to look on Pennsylvania, and was made to ad- 
mire her goodly situation, the privileges that her inhabi- 
tants enjoy. May the people humble themselves, and 
walk worthy the blessings of heaven, even respecting 
the state: which if they do, I make no doubt but the 
Lord will raise up, and qualify men to take on them 
the care and concern for the whole, with which some 
worthies were clothed, that are now removed. And, 
in remembering the church, when ( have beheld the 
ruinous plight of her walls and discipline in this nation, 
] have been ready to say, her King is in the midst, and 
the law is received from his mouth. 

May the aged bow their heads, and worship before 
the Lord; the middle aged keep humble under his fear, 
observing his teaching; that the places of the elders 
may be filled, who are removed from amongst us ; and 
that the Lord may continue to pour forth of his spirit 
and anointing on our oflspring, (o the latest generation. 

I did intend to have written historically, but muBt 
refer thee to thy dear brother, who still continues with 
me an agreeable companion; shall therefore, with dear 
love, conclude thy real friend, 

John Churchman. 
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iETTER LVII. 

Ware, 23d of 2nd month, 1747. 

My dear FrIend, 

Herewith 1 send thee a few sheets intended to 
prove, that scripture knowledge, without Divine aid, is 
insufficient to conduct a Christian safely on his war; 
for mankind since the fall, and the consequent degene- 
racy, have for the most part centered in a wretched 
neglect and ignorance of their real dutj to the Creator. 
And although no dutj is more emphatically presMd 
upon those who profess to own and revere the miasioii 
and messiahship of the Son of God, than that of loving 
the Divinity with the most pure and generous afiectioo 
(even in that which they deem their rule) yet that be^ 
ing of itself a dead letter, and unable without fresh par- 
ticipations of life and virtue, from a living and energe- 
tic principle, to inspire or furnish the creature either 
with sensations of, or faculties for the perception or 
performance of so sublime a duty, and so opposite to 
their natural tastes, they have generally beheld the 
precepts relative thereto with superficial and fallacious 
views; so that although they have gathered from the 
letter apprehensions of other duties, as worship, A:c. 
yet that of Divine love hath remained too much dis- 
carded, or at least disregarded by them. 

Yet blessed be the Father and' fountain of love and 
consolations, through the several series of time, he hath 
been graciously pleased to discover himself to a rem- 
nant, who by the lively influence and manifestation 
of divine favour have been led to love him again, .^nd 
although perhaps they may not have a distinct discur- 
sive and explicit knowledge of some truths, yet the sin- 
cerity of their love and ailection, the product of the 
Divine principle, hath ever been acceptable. And He. 
who ever remains diifusive and bountiful in communi- 
cations to his creatures, is now, through the emanation* 
of his divine light and life, imparting to his little ones, 
bis waitings dependent, aud d^\>9A^ chUdren^ glorious 
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discoveries of himself, and vouchsafing lo reveal those, 
mysteries which have been hid for ages from the wise 
and prudeot, even to babes and sucklings ; no doubt 
for this great and glorious purpose, that by them, in his 
own time and way, his praise may be perfected. 

The doctrine of the internal and immediate revela- 
tion of Divine light and life, (which we profess) opera- 
ting by love (and productive in the soul resigned toils 
influence and guidance of a proper love to the Creator, 
and lo the creature for tis sake) is the most noble and 
beneficent sentiment that ever mankind was blest with. 
It is this, as it comes to have a rightful pre-eminence 
in the world, and prevalence over the mind, which 
alone would regulate all disorders, hy subjecting all to 
the will and order of the Creator. It would demonstrate 
to the devoted soul, the impossibiUty of loving God too 
much, or of denying ourselves of too much for his sake, 
who denied himseKof so much for our sake, by hum- 
bling himself and becoming subject to the shame and 
death of Ihecross; condescending to dignify the mean- 
est of mortals with invaluable blessings. It wouldteach 
u3~to renounce the most secret acts of infidelity and 
dishonesty towards Him, and to abandon the most harm- 
less gratifications of self and nature, when they tended 
to obstruct and retard that state of abstraction and 
purification, necessary to the discipleship of love. It 
would perfect in us, the divine and moral virtues, and 
qualify to answer every purpose of civil and religious 
society, of which it would make us bright and useful 
members, and lead into every particular duty, which 
either convictions in ourselves, or the precept and ex- 
ample of good and faithful men, might shew to be 
agreeable to the divine will. It would renew the face 
of the church; array Zion in beautiful garments, ren- 
der her fair as Jerusalem, " comely as Tirzah, terrible 
(for her power and strength) as an army with banners." 
Itwould invest hoary heads with crowns of glory, and 
induce our youth to a strict and religious emulation of 
the virtues of their ancestors, and in out V'av'OnMc&ssfc, 
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replenish each particular with that sensation and txijoj' 
ment, which infinitely surpasseth the conception of na- 
tural powers. 

This alone can support in the most depressing and 
calamitous of human circumstances, by favouring with 
the hope, that nothing (however trjring) shall ever be 
able to separate us from the principaU>bject of the soul's 
desire and afiection; ^fear which awaits and frequent- 
ly allays the most joyous and delectable of human 
prospects and grandeurs. That this Divine principle 
may have its proper scope and influence, in thy ten- 
der and favoured breast, is my sincere desire, and the 
design of my submitting these mean and unpolished 
papers to thy perusal ; and may thy breathings, as thou 
finds access, be on my behalf, that while I am led to 
press these truths on others, I myself may not become 
a cast, a way therefrom; but in holy travail, and united 
exercise of spirit, may we approach the house of God, 
and ascend his holy mountain Sion, his sanctuary, 
from whence " his law shall go forth, and his blessing 
be commanded, even life for evermore." 

I am thy friend, with true regard, 

Samuel Scott. 



LETTER LVIIL 

Ware, 3rd of Second Mo. iToU. 

Esteemed Friend, 

Thankfulness attends my mind at this time, that I 
am sensible there is a love infinitely than all the pow- 
ers of death and hell, and a divine fellowship which no 
mutable accidents can impair, neither time nor space 
interrupt : for as it subsists alone by the power of an 
endless commandment, so it is only maintained in the 
circulation of the blood of an everlasting covenant, and 
enjoyed in its greatest strength and glory, in the ab- 
sence and deprivation of all visible and external ob- 
jects ; in the entire silence of mental representations 

and iiitrovertion oC spmt toviaida iVve Fountain of life 

and blessedness. 
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Ot oiy friend, lei us labour more and more to cease 
from all that is visible and external, and gather to 
the life of Jesus, the unchangeable foundation, the stan- 
dard lifted up to all nations, and the day-spring which 
hath visited our souls ; for herein the quickened tra- 
velling exercised members of the church, when under 
a total incapacity of personal communion are one 
another's strength and joy in the Lord. Here they 
receive the efficacy of the atonement made by their 
holy head in the day of his humiliation ; the evidences 
of divine approbation, and a holy consolation. And 
now, my friend, 1 may just signify, that since 1 have 
been prevented having personal intercourse with thee, 
I have been favoured at times to have thee in living 
remembrance, and have rejoiced to feel thy soul (in a 
secret, invisible, but very lively manner) in a holy tra- 
vel towards the Father of life. As to mine own parti- 
cular, since we last met, I have not only experienced 
the close besiegings and bondage of the spirit of dark- 
ness, and the contumelies and reproach of some of my 
fellow mortals, who are taking their repose in external 
peace and affluence, unacquainted with the pangs, 
pressures, and probations of an afflicted seed ; but like- 
wise the kind interpositions of Almighty help and pre- 
servation. O, we are some of us the monuments of an 
unspeakable and inconceivable mercy; and, although 
it hath been a day of inward and outward reproach 
and darkness, yet I may say for thy encouragement, 
that of late , at times, tlie hght of Zion hath shined 
upon me in brightness. 

A degree of gratitude at this time fills my heart, and 
in that I would just say, O come, let us walk in the 
light. 

I request thy company and help of thy spirit in a 
close engagement in the way and work of the Lord ; 
and conclude thy sincere friend, 

Samuel Scott. 

P. S, The poetical pieces thou wilt receive here- 
with, are the productions of one, who, iicft.w\ft»\a.'aS\M^ j 
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tbe soothing allurements of youth, and a competent 
share of natural and Bcquired endowments, is led to be- 
hold the wretched vanity and emptiness of all created 
beings, to look upon Zion, and desire her beauty. He 
reposes so great a confidence in thee, as to submit them 
to thy perusal, with this restriction, that no copies may 
be taken therefrom. 



LETTER LIX. 

16th of Second Mo. 17 \Z. 

Esteemed Friend, 

LwAS sorry that I had not an opportunity of once 
more personally taking my leave of you : but the floods 
of death, as mighty waters, seem to have overflowed 
my soul, and rendered me incapable of performing 
those acts of religion and friendship due to my Creator 
and my fellow-creatures. The usual assignment of the 
dead, is to be cast forth from amongst the living, be- 
cause of the inutility and obnoxiousness of their con- 
dition. The countenance and presence of the Di\ inity 
alone, imparts life and beauty to the creature, and 
how can one cut off therefrom, covet the notice and 
observation of mortals, but rather a lodging place in 
the wilderness, or a retreat in the desert ? 1 am clothed 
with sackcloth, I have pitched my tent for a sea>c>n 
at the j^ates of mourning; expecting at times an inviM- 
ble archer will ere long separate me forever from the 
living. But while 1 bemoan the bitterness of such a 
state, methinks I see the generality of those around mc 
replete with sentiments of peace and gaiety, though 
subjected to the same captivity. All the children oi' 
Adam are, by the decree of Omnipotence, separated 
from the life and favour of the Holy One, and eternally 
barred from access thereto by any means, but the in- 
fluence and spirit of the Mediator, and as thev abide in 
him, who is their peace and atonement, ^fhis li^ht 
shineth and enlighteneth every man ; but O, how few 
endure the fire of the sauctuary, which he ordaineth 
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to burn with a perpetual Hame, or persevere steadfaatly 
in the paths which he prepareth in strait places I Was 
such a submission experienced, how would our woes 
cease, our captivity be swallowed up of life, and the 
garments of mourning be exchanged for praise ! The 
children of light would then rejoice together, and the 
church, militant and triumphant, unite in adoration of 
Him, who is perfect in beauty, and infinite in goodness. 
Hereto have we been called with a call from heaven ; 
but when we consider how we have swerved therefrom, 
tears fill oar eyes, and heaviness our hearts. In the 
absence of the bridegroom, the children of the bride 
chamber cannot but mourn ; nevertheless, dear friend, 
though we sorrow, let it not be without hope ; and if we 
mourn, let it be with the utmost privacy, and discre- 
tion. The bridegroom of souls is the resurrection and the 
life ; He can breathe on bones, whose energy is depart- 
ed from them; give beauty for ashes, and till the dust 
of the grave with the fragrance of the morning. 

These broken and unconnected expressions I have 
penned in haste, and send to you as some representa- 
tion of my state, and a salutation of that respect, which 
I desire always to bear towards those who have lasted 
that the Lord is gracious. 
H Samuel Scott. 



LETTER LX. 
Although the apprehension of being soon personally 
separated from one to whom I have been so nearly 
united in the bond of the gospel, whom I have loved 
with the most unshaken aflection, and whose friend- 
ship and converse 1 have esteemed one of the greatest 
blessings of mutability, had overspread my mind 
with the shades of ansiety : yet I have at this time to 
»gnify, that he whomakelh the clouds his chariot, bath 
been pleased in some degree to console my spirit, by 
favouring with some views of his a II -sufficiency, and 
the plenitude and superior excelieoce oi ft«i&& ^\C^<i-i- 
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ments whkhare in his presence, and which flow fron 
his holy throne,aiMi by representiiig m state of tiie deep- 
est prostratioD and soifabaseiDeot at the CdoMooI of the 
Lamb, to transcend in gk>nr the highest eloTations of 
humanity, and the most pleasing proflpectB and digni> 
ties of a transient world*. 

O, my friend, may we, outsoaring all the scenes of 
sense, approach with humbled hearts the habitatioD of 
the Holi^ that the skirts of his throne may be our 
pavilion, and that in the sympathetic streams of loye, 
we may enjoy an intercourse, which not distance nor 
all the strength dT men or devib may ever be abk to 
withhold from us. 

It was by such an inseparable covenant, and bond of 
love, Jonathan and David not only became of one soul, 
but when subjected to an unplearing separation, thev 
maintained the most strict and intimate union, and de- 
monstrated by the most convincii^ proofe an unshaken 
attachment Methinks I view at this time Jonathan 
relinquishing in spirit the grandeur and employments 
of a sumptuous and brilliant court, to embrace poor 
David, when covered with obloquy, hunted as a par- 
tridge upon the mountains, and secreted in the solitary 
retreat of Adallam. 

May the same divine and inviolable friendship attend 
us through the various intricacies and vicissitudes of a 
mortal sojournment. A felicity which nothing can frus- 
trate but a defection in fidelity from the Father of spi- 
rits, whereby the soul comes to forfeit the privileges of 
immortality, and to be deprived of those delicate sen- 
sations requisite for the perception of things unseen, 
and the enjoyment of things hoped for, and to be unhap- 
pily confined to the objects of sense ; the posKssion of 
which may yield a present satisfaction, but their depri- 
vation a torment for ever. 

And now my dear friend, although I believe strong 
and many will be the efibrts of an unwearied adver- 
sary to divert thee from following the Lord, and to fill 
thj soul with creatorea and arEMMineiit&, yet be not 
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discouraged even though be appear to encompass thy 
paths with mountains, and enclose thee in fenced cities : 
for, behold thy beloved cometh upon the mountains, 
causing thy feet to tread upon the high places of the 

As these sentiments arose immediately and almost 
instantaneously in my mind, at a season when infinite 
goodness was pleased to relieve my soul in the deepest 
misery, I was willing to communicate them, leave them 
as bread upon the waters, and therewith salute thee, 
and bid thee dearly farewelL 

Same EL Scott, 



LETTER LXI. 

Ware, I4th of TliiccI Mo. 1753. 

A coscERN hath been upon me fo invite thee, with 
my own soul, to labour in the vineyard of the Lord. 
The vineyard of the Lord of hosts, is the heart of man, 
where he manifests hia power, and displays hia almigh- 
ty operations, for the salvation of his creatures ; and 
without an admittance thereto, by a divine power, man 
is but an intruder into the garden of the Lord, and all 
his efforts to labour therein, and to reform iiis heart and 
conduct, are vain. 

But in that divine visitation, which hath been upon 
our spirits from year to year, there hath been a door 
opened into the vineyard of the Lord, and a call extend- 
ed to labour therein. And now, my friend, if we did but 
abide in this divine light, which shows us our own no- 
thingness and misery, our understanding would be di- 
rected to the vision of Infinite fullness, and our souls 
brought to rest under the shadow of the Almighty. 

In the midst of interruptions and impediments, v/c 
should experience peace and perseverance ; we should 
then have cause no longer to be fearful of famine, or 
terrified at the alarm of war, because the Lord, who 
had visited us, would sustain us with bread, and be our 
defence in the day of adversity. Even in the ex.U««\v 
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ty of hunger aud thirst, we should taste of the divine 
ali-sufiGciency, and behold the openings of all the trea- 
suries of Jehovah : and when we were nothiog, and bad 
nothing of our own to live or depend upon, the Lord 
would be our all. In this path of deep inward poverty 
and nothingnesa hath my spirit been much exercised of 
late, even from meeting to meeting, and day to day ; 
and as 1 have been made willing thus to remain empty, 
poor, and naked, destitute of the sensibility of spiritual 
enjoyments, and every consolation not consistent with 
the Divine will, I have heen favoured with somewhat 
of the administration of an invisible life, and a consola- 
tion unattainable by the utmost industry and applica- 
tion of man ; and when my soul bath seemed in itsdf 
as a dry tree, and as a parched land, 1 have tasted a»> 
gels' food ; the Lord hath been my pasture, and my 
springs in the Most High. 

To a joint engagement in the guidance and teadiogv 
of this divine life, would I invite thee, my friend, that 
we may labour together in the garden of the Lord, and 
work in his vineyard : then, however concealed we may 
be from the notice of mortals, and absent from exter- 
nal aids and assistances, we shall be ever under the 
regard of a compassionate Father ; the accomplishincBt 
of whose will will he our delight and salvation for ever. 

In these lines I have not aimed at elegance of slyk; 
or point of expression; as my design was sincerely the 
unfolding some Christian experiences and desires, I 
thought my theme abundantly above such considera- 
tions. Simple and honest as Ihey are, I request (hey 
may be secreted from the observation of any but thy- 
sell, and my friend . 

As heretofore, I would again recommend thee to a 
frequent perusal of the writings of the Old and New 
Testament those great records of truth and lestunv 
nies to the way of life and salvation. True lore sod 
(he apprehension of duty induced me to Ihis freedom. 

I remain thy dncere friend, 
' SfJIUEl. SooTT. ^1 
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LETTER LXIJ. 

151b of Eighth Month, 1778. 

This address may inform my friends at , that 

their kind hospitality, when wilh them in times past, 
neither is nor will be forgotten, although a correspon- 
dence, both personal and epistolary, hath been of late 
much suspended. My wife and self frcijuently remem- 
ber them, and the pleasant town where they reside, 
which there is little Hkelihood of my ever again re- 
viewing, having been, for some years, much indisposed 
in health. Indeed, we are both so reduced, that the 
time of our continuance here is not likely to be long, 
and although there is a considerable disparity in years, 
it is rather doubtful which may be the survivor. 

Sojourning so near the valley of the shadow of death, 
depression is the frequent companion of our spirits; ne- 
vertheless, an humble enquiry is at times within us, 
" Where is the Lord our maker, who giveth songs in the 
night ; who teacheth us more than the beasts of the 
earth; and maketh us wiser than the fowls of heaven?" 
The state of rehgioti among us hereaway, is likewise 
very low, almost a daily declension appearing, although 
we are generally preserved in a state of outward unity. 
Our religious meetings are oflen very languid, much 
more of the form than the power of godliness being 
prevalent ; yet, I humbly hope, a spiritual solemnity 
at seasons presides in them. The shout of Israel's king 
is heard, and the goings forth of Jehovah, who maketh 
a way in the sea, and a path in mighty waters, for the 
jKwr and afflicted, are livingly jvitnessed. It is very 
unfrequent that I have freedom to address my friends 
on this wise, and often seem incapable of putting two 
words t(^ether properly, my faculties being much de- 
bilitated by bodily infirmities. 

I sincerely wish, that the sufferings of the present 
lime may conduce to our purification, that having par- 
taken of the cup of trembling, and passed through 
great tribulations, our garments may be washe.-! «v \J^% 
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blood of tlie Lamb, who lyas dain fiur us ; to wbom 
with the Father^ through the eternal spirit, be gioiy 
ascribed, now and for evef •* 
I am, your affectionate friend, 

Samusl SeoTT. 



LETTER LXra. 

London, llth Ninth Mo. 178^ 
Mr ESTEEMED FrIEND M. P. 

Before I received thy letter thoa wast brought to 
my remembrance, and I thought that nearness of spirit 
and dear love that subsisted, and I hoped was built on 
a foundation that 1 earnestly pray may never be shaken 
in us (viz. the love of God, batten in us, and shed 
abroad to all mankind) I say such friendship demanded 
some expression of it from me, but many avocatiooi 
prevented, so that thou mayest be assured my silence 
was not the efiect of lessened afiection. And now, to 
come a little to the subject of thy letter, in which thou 
callest on me to mourn thy afflicted situation, I have, 
as thou desired, looked at it with some attention, and 
with a degree of sympathy, but not of mourning, and 
cannot help wishing many thousand souls were thus un- 
der the preparing forming hand of a gracious God, who 
wills that we should this way come to the knowledge of 
the truth, and be saved with an everlasting salvation. 
For looking into the book of my little experience, and 
indeed into the dealings of our common merciful Father 
with his children in all ages, whom he has prepared for 
his service and glory, I find they have been as tried 
vessels in the furnace of afflictions, and if we look at 
the two most experienced servants of God, David and 
Paul, we may observe none more tempted, tried, tossed, 
and afflicted, insonr.uch that David's writings furnish us 
with very afiecting instances of this sort, to wit, the de- 

''' This appears to bo tlio excellent conclusion of a correspond* 
ence of many years* continuance ; the friends bein^ all removed bjr 
doMtb. 
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sertion, for a time, of God'a apirit and presence; and 
we sympathize when we hear his strong cries, and see 
bis long waiting for the returns of the Divine presence 
and favour ; and Paul, that eminent servant of the 
Lord, we find cotnfdaining of trials and temptations, 
and in deaths oft, without were fightings, and within 
were fears; and indeed who are exempt that are re- 
solutely bent to serve the Lord ; truly none : for the 
Lord's servants at this very day, amoneat oiany others, 
are tried with deaths oft, as well as frequent tempta- 
tions, when, as we think, we are least able to encounter 
them. I mean in the absence of our beloved; jet, 
when he is pleased thus to try our faith and hope, he 
in his own lime remembers mercy, and administers a 
cup of consolation, so that we can say in degree, as the 
apostle did, we are cast down, but not forsaken. This 
is the hidden manna, that supported; this is the trea- 
sure in heaven, sometimes out of sight, but not out of 
possession. In the absence of the bridegroom, who can 
but mourn? in such a state, I should not only die, but 
return again to earth, as David says: but 1 remember 
the years of old, when I had no solid pleasure in any of 
its delights and allurements, and therefore [ could not 
look that way for consolation ; and so have been kept 
from making other gods in the absence of our spiritual 
Moses : in such seasons as these, it has been comforta- 
bly presented to my afflicted mind, that when our Lord 
relates the parable of a certain man going into a far 
country, before he went, he enjoins watchfulness, lest 
we lose that he left us in possession, even his love. Our 
chief business then is to watch in such seasons, that no 
rival be admitted in his absence ; but to be ready in a 
watchful posture, waiting his return, that as soon as he 
knocks, we may be ready to let him in. 

Keep then, my beloved, that which thou hast re- 
ceived, and let no man take thy crown, which thou 
shalt obtain, if thou faintest not ; and again remember, 
though David was tried deeply, yet he believed, that 
he who called him was able to perfect tKal ■*j\\vOci c«^- 
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cmned him. He remarks that he bad faunted, bat that 
he believed and hoped to see the Lord in the land of the 
living. 1 write to thee as one that is Hving and senn- 
ble ; when thou thinks otherwise, let me remarii, that 
then thy state is not the state of the spirituallj dead 
1^ deady says one, know nothing ; tbey have no re- 
membrance of past things; they forget they were wadi> 
ed ; their spiritual faculties cease to act ; they can nei- 
ther see, hear, fear, love, desire, or pray ; whereas, thoa 
dost all these, otherwise thou couldest not witness what 
I am sensible thou dost in this dispensatioii of trial. I 
remember, in such seasons it has been said in my soul, 
that I noted and dwelt on all my afflictions, but that 1 
forgot the mercies of God, which are many to the seed 
of Jacob. 

My dear friend, thou manv times mayest and must 
partake of the cup of affliction; donotovedook the 
visits of the love of God, which at times, I will venture 
to say, thou dost experience, though they may be like 
those of a way-faring man, but for a short season. Be 
thankful even for these favours, and let us say with the 
good old patriarch, " I am not worthy of thy mercies;" 
and let us remember what the apostle asseKs, that af- 
ter we have in degree done the manifested will of God. 
we have need of patience to wait the fresh discoveries 
of it, and above all things, to do it ; for I have thought, 
when we have been helped to add to our faith, tempe- 
rance, and self-denial, we shall have need of patience. 
I well know thy tried state, and sincerely sympathize 
with thee, but must desire, when (hou secst where help 
is laid, use thy degree of sight and faith, though no more 
than a seed of mustard : occupy till he come, who will 
increase it as thou dost so work. Remember it will 
remove mountains. O let us not fear what the worldlv 
spirit saith, or acts against us ; our dear Lord was bur- 
feted, spit on, hated, and became of no reputation, 
taking on him the form of a servant. 

I did not expect to write so much, being sensible 
whose hands thou art under. IC it may in the least 
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contribute to tby encouragement, and peraererance in 
the way which is cast up for thee, I shall rejoice : yea, 
I do rejoice, in a sense that our gracious God will, in his 
time, establish, strengthen, and confirm thee in it, to 
his praise and glory. His indeed is the power, and to 
him, in every dispensation, be the glory. Amen. 

Farewell ! I tenderly salute thee in the tribulation 
and fellowship of the gospel. 

Sophia Huhe. 



LETTER. LXIV. 
Thomas Llo?d to John Eccles and wife. 

MaeaiDiiwr, laih Mo. 1682. 

LoviNB Friebds, 

A LiviBG remembrance of you, is and hath been often 
in my mind, and a breathing in my soul for your wel- 
fare and prosperity in the riches of that treasury which 
makes glad the hearts of the possessore thereof, and 
which never perish in the using. There is nothing here, 
you know full well, that affords content and satisfaction 
to the soul which hath the breath of immortality in it, 
but the refreshment and nourishment which it r 
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from the Bread of Life, which is daily administered to 
those who wait for it. 

I have been somewhat indisposed as to my health 
these three weeks, and my wife seemed even at her ac- 
counts' end : but, however, do fully purpose, in a few 
days, unless prevented by my wife's condition, or my 
own personal inability, to * visit thy afflicted wife, 
where I want not inclinations of warmth to further me. 
In the interim, wishing her the enjoyment of her soul 
and spirit in the meek self-denying resignation and pa- 
tience of the Holy Truth, and to thyself increase of vir- 
tue in the faith of Jesus, 

I am your true well-wisher, 

Thomas Llovd. 

* He prnctiaed pfajEic. 
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LETTER LXV. 
Mary Peisly to William Browit. 
My Dear Friend, 

As I am not likely, according to tby request, and my 
inclination, to have the satisfaction of seeing thee, I 
take this opportunity of saluting thee, in that love which 
nearly united our spirits, at our first seeing each other; 
yea, before I beheld thee with my natural eyes, a 
prayer was begotten in my soul, that thou might be 
inade an instrument of good to me, from the sense of the 
need I had to be brought forward in the way of righ- 
teousness ; which petition I have cause to believe was 
heard and accepted of the great I AM ; for thou wast 
not only dipped into a sense of my state, and into near 
sympathy with me, by which thou wast made a mes- 
senger of consolation to my distressed spirit, but thy 
ejTemplary deportment, solid and edifying conversatioo, 
thy sound and pertinent doctrine to the states of the 
people I have seen thee labour amongst, has incited me 
to use my weak endeavours for coming up faithfully 
in the footsteps of the flocks of the companions oi* 
Christ ; and resolutions have been formed, which 1 trust 
by the favour of heaven, will be supported, to practice 
greater degrees of mortification and self-denial than I 
have ever yet done ; for I see great occasion for it. 

I write not this to exalt the creature, or flatter my 
friend, but to magnify that grace by which thou art. 
what thou art, and to contribute my mite to strcngthcD 
thy hands in the way of well-doing, as I am led to be^ 
lieve the strongest have sometimes need of it: but 
perhaps I only judge by myself, who am at limes rcaiiy 
to faint in mv mind, from a fear that I shall never be 
made a conqueror over those potent enemies which 
oppose my happiness ; for I have compared my immor- 
tal spirit to a kind of immaterial fire, that is continually 
catching at or fastening upon something ci lestial or 
terrestrial ; and which ever it centers in, it may justly 
be called an inhabitant of, and as natural a tendency it 
has to fix on earthly objects, that are contiuually as- 
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sailing it by tbe organs of my senses, as iron poised in 
air, or cast into water, has to sink ; but that power, by 
which the prophet caused the axe to swim, in its effica- 
cious operations on the soul, may be compared to the 
touch of a loadstone on iron, which attracts it upward, 
contrary to its nature; and aa iron will lose this at- 
traction, and return to its natural position, so is my soul 
ready to sink, when I wait not carefully for the renew- 
ings of that power, by which we are translated fromtlie 
Idngdom of darkness to that of light : but so painful and 
frequent are the operations of the sword of the spirit, 
when it comes to sever my soul from the kingdom of 
this world, for which it has a great aptitude, and to di- 
vide asunder as between the joints and the marrow, 
separating my mind from those things which by nature 
I am most closely attached to, it makes me weary of 
this embodied state of imperfection, wherein 1 am torn 
as between two contraries, heaven and earth, so fliat I 
often long to he dissolved, and to be with Christ. 

And though this desire seems to carry in it something 
laudable, in as much as it shews my union with eter- 
nal excellency to he stronger than all the ties of nature, 
yet 1 am ready to fear this longing takes its rise in part 
from the corrupt source of self-love, which would lead 
me to seek an exemption from pain and trial, before I 
have filled up in my body, that which is behind of the 
sufferingsof Christ, for myself and others: but 1 hope it 
is excusable, as our holy pattern has left us the exam- 
ple ; when he was about to partake of, or had begun to 
taste, that bitter cup of sufferings, for the sins of the 
world, he prayed earnestly, and repeatedly, that if it 
were possible it might pass from him, but came (o this 
noble result, which ali his followers, who are so in re- 
ality, must be brought to, " Not my will, but thine be 
done." 

Surely never did grace and nature exert themselves 
in so powerful a manner, each striving for mastery, as 
in that awful hour, when the salvation of mankind was 
at stake, depending on the obe^eDce ot We 'SoivVo *Js.^ 
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Father ; when Christ was wounded for our transgress 
sions, bruised for our iniquities, and the chastisement of 
our peace was upon him. Then might he well adopt 
that emphatic language, " Now is my soul troubled, and 
what shall I say ?" As if he had been afraid to let that 
petition escape his lips, which nature, sinking under 
the weight of inexpressible affliction, dictated, as well 
befitting a son that had never ofiended his father, be 
said, " Save me from this hour;^' grace immediately re- 
cals the request, when he remembered the end ot hk 
coming, in that prepared body, which was for our sal- 
vation, " But for this cause came I to this hour.'* 

What could be grievous to his manhood that he dd 
not sufier 1 At his birth, a manger, a place for beasts, 
was his receptacle ; nor did the ungrateful world aflfbrd 
him much better through the course of his painful pil- 
grimage ; for though the foxes had holes, and the birds 
of the air had nests. He had no place where to lay his 
head ; set at nought by the then visible church, and 
high professors of religion ; a people that had received 
the oracles of God ; betrayed by one disciple, denied by 
another ; forsaken by all, and left to tread the wine- 
press alone, in that most trying hour, when the wonder- 
ful bloody sweat was produced, they slept, and were 
scattered from him, when he came to sufier the painfal 
ignominious death of the cross, between two thieves, as 
a deceiver. Many followed him crying, Hosannab. 
when he rode in triumph ; but now none are desirous to 
be his companions. All his acquaintance, even the wo- 
men (the most tender by nature) that had followed him 
from Galilee, stood afar off. O, my soul, treasure up 
these things faithfully in thy remembrance, with this 
additional consideration, that it was done in part for 
thy sake, without which thou must irretrievably have 
been lost in the realms of woe, a fugitive and a vaga- 
bond, driven from the face of thy God. Rejoice then 
in thy tribulation, and count it all jov when thou falls 
into divers temptations and trials, K>r the refining of 
thy faith in Christ. 
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I hope thou wilt excuse my dwelling so long on this 
subject ; of a truth, it is a favourite theme, which I 
can never too much ponder; it is therefore needless, 
and I recal the expression. It will bo a part of the 
employment of seraphic spirits, to all eternity, to ad- 
mire and celebrate the mysteries of redeeming love ; 
saying with a loud voice, " Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain, to receive power and wisdom, riches and 
strength. Honour and blessing to him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and to the Lamb for ever." 

It is time for me to draw towards a conclusion, 
which I shall do with hearty desires for thy preserva- 
ti<Mi every way, and prosperity in the glorious work 
thou art engaged in, hoping thou wilt remember me 
when it fares well with thee. 

Please to let me hear from thee, if leisure and free- 
dom permit ; but I shall leave that and all other things 
of this kind to the direction of our great and good Mas- 
ter, not laying thee under any other restraint but love, 
well knowing thy various engagements. 

I am, with love, in which our family joins me, thy 
friend in the fellowship of the gospel, 

Mary Pbisley. 



LETTER LVI. 
An Epistle by Mary Smith. 

To my Brethren cf the Ministry in Norfolk^ tenderly 

Greeting. 
From the Island of Jeraey^ 21it of l2th Mo. 1750. 

My dear brethren ! called and chosen of God, ap- 
pointed for a good work in your day, see to your cal- 
Hngs, gifts, and talents received, and let none come 
short of faith, fully occupying to the glory and honour 
of him who hath indeed called and honoured you with 
the abundant riches and treasure of his house, viz. a 
dispensation of his gospel to preach to mankind* Lift 
up your voice like trumpets^ and \)^\iol iBissGNK<;^<k 

B B 
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though the enemy hath roared in your borders, and the 
dragon hath cast forth his floods yarioudY, yet put on 
strength in the arm of the Lord, and bencdd your sal- 
vation near, that shall he a bulwark in every trying 
time. 

Oh 1 my brethren, my spirit hath been in deep tra- 
vail for you, beloved, in the work, and fellow partakers 
of the heavenly gifts. The call of the Lord through 
me is, standfast in fhe sweet liberty wherewith Christ 
hath once made vou free, and be not entangled again 
with the yoke of any bondage. Suffer not, 1 beseech 
you, the incumbrances and cares of this mutable and 
perishing life to choak the precious seed, or in the least 
to obstruct your holy concern for God and his cause. 
Remember, through unfaithfulness, Saul lost his king- 
dom and crown, and became as one that had not been 
anointed with oil ; the beauty of Israel was slain, and 
fell upon the high places of Gilboa. Have a care of 
high things, my brethren, of accommodating yourselves 
or your houses to the world's inclinations, manners, or 
spirit : though this might acquire you much favour, cre- 
dit, and access with men, literal carnal professors, or 
half-turned mongrel ones, yet it never can with (lod. 
since he that is a friend of the world is an enemy to 
God, is the express doctrine and testimony of the bles- 
sed apostle. 1 long to have you men after God's own 
heart, Davids indeed, without blembh, without re- 
proof; so shall the goodly oil shine, and the beaut? of 
the Lamb's anointing be your excellent adorning. 'The 
light of the Lord God will fill your dwellings, and his 
blessing be upon all that appertains to you ; your fa- 
milies and little ones will reap the blessed benefit of 
your hearty obedience. 

It was the complaint of old, when the sumnnons was 
sent to the called and chosen guests who should have 
had the honour of composing that assembly, that thcv 
made light of it, and went each his own way, one to 
his farm, another to his merchandize, or in other woril<. 
one had purchased, and lie muat. «ee and possess ; a sc- 
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cood had bought yokes of oxen, and he must needs 
prove them : a third had married a "wife, and he would 
be excused. I pray God, my brethren, it may not be 
to with yiou : but on the other hand, your ardour, your 
readiness, and obedience to the divine call, may really 
answer to that of the centurion's servants; who needed 
but to say to one go, and he goeth ; to another come, 
and he cometh ; and to a third do this, and he doeth it 
O ! excellent fidelity and submission ! no doubt it in- 
gratiated them in the love and affection of their Mas- 
ter, and engaged him to thetr interests), who so much 
regarded his ; and shall the sons of heaven, the servants 
of the Lord of the whole earth be less lioble, less vigi- 
lant? Surely nay; the Lord forbid it should be so. 
Everlasting life, and the rewards of a blessed eternity, 
is the portion and durable inheritance of all them that 
thus in the house and service of their heavenly master 
and captain, come up in (heir several calls and duties ; 
but I am afraid some are saying, I go, and go not. I 
know there are good hearts among you, tender and true 
to the cause, but fearfulness and diffidence on sundry 
occasions take hold, and to favour this weakness, plead- 
ngs, and reasonings come in, till the obstruction be- 
comes as a flood, viz. Some there are who have been 
too forward, too hasty, and too heady, and alas, what 
are they come to ; the name of the Lbrd is reproached 
on their account, and I, what shall 1 do ? the like dan- 
gers, the like temptations, may attend me, and I had 
rather die, or live my days in obscurity, than hurt the 
blessed cause in such a manner, or bring any reproach 
to Sion, the city of (Sod's s6lemnity, where the true ci- 
tizens are pure, solemn, and orderly in their dwel- 
lings. Ah, my mournful brethren, are these some- 
times your pleadings, are these your solitary c(^i- 
tations and heart-tendering moans that weieh you down 
as into the bottom of Jordan, with the weight of the call 
and work upon your shoulders? Gird up your loins, 
fear not ; lift up your heads and arise ; bring up your 
grateful memorials, the goodly stoue& iot W^&c^n ^ 
which your feet have stood firm, ^ovj , \^kms^ "^ "^ 
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agreeable to the apostles' doctrine, that the strong 
should bear with the weak, and if a brother commit a 
fault,, he that is spiritual should strive in the spirit of 
meekness to restore such an one, and I hope*due care 
is taken in your respective meetings to put this evange- 
lical precept in practice ; nevertheless not to the pre- 
judice or hazard of the good cause, but see that your 
members are sound or safely restored. Believe not 
mere formal appearances or literal acknowledgments, 
for all is not gold that glitters ; but bring offenders 
upon the proof: " The tree is known by its fruits ; an 
evil tree will not bring forth good fruit, nor a good tree 
evil fruit." 

The rule is plain, my brethren, the matter need not 
be difficult, only stand upon your guard, having each 
" his sword girt upon his thigh because of fear in the 
night ;" you know what I mean, and in the unalteraUe 
love of the covenant I salute you in your several distinct 
orders and rule in the church, and may here remind you 
of the subtle Gibeonites that deceived good Joshua and 
the other ministers and elders : lay not sudden hands 
upon any one, but wait to know all in the light ; — that 
will discover you all conditions and states without par- 
tiality. And where any poor tender one is found sin- 
cere and true, and the birth to be of God, O nourish it, 
whether in rich or poor, high or low, bond or free, ser- 
vant or m£ister ; let due care be taken that no impru- 
dent shyness or reserve be manifested to such, for in so 
doing you will make them bleed, wound them in the 
tenderest part, and they will mourn as between the 
porch and the altar. Learn to know one another, my 
brethren; let brotherly love continue ; so shall you be 
shepherds indeed in Israel, and the memorial of you will 
be sweet when your day's work here is done, and like 
Moses and Joshua, you leave the tribes militant. My 
heart is tendered, iand my spirit contrited, and in much 
brokenness and tears have you been brought to my re- 
membrance, even at seasons when I knew not but my 
Datural life was hastening to its period, and the days of 
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my weary travail and pilgrimage vrete near at end ; 
then my bowels yearned towards you in the Lord, and I 
looked over you my brethren with abundance of love 
and concern, that you might all work while it is yet 
day, while favour continues and some bodily health and 
strength be given ; before the night cometh and the 
shadows of the evening approach, favour be removed, 
or bodily weakness clothe ; ah ! then no working. The 
remembrance of you was very pleasant to me, I receiv- 
ed some of you deep in your dwellings, and who I trust 
are as pillars in the house that shall go no more out 
Oh, methought I saw the holy writing, the heavenly 
characters of the new name and of the new Jerusalem, 
the holy city, and a motion followed these renewed sen- 
sations to tender you these lines. 

I make no doubt, my brethren, but some of you, and 
I hope all, will accept the love in which my heart was 
opened and enlarged to you in my weakness, in which 
1 felt endeared and fervent the love of your and my 
heavenly Father, manifested in and through his belov- 
ed Son Jesijs Christ, to whom be ascribed glory, salva- 
tion and honour. Amen. 

Your friend and sister, I hope, in the saints' travail 
and tribulation, 

Mary Smith. 



LETTER LVII. 
SopmA Hume to Hannah Htam. 

Philadelphia, 1st of 6th M<;. 1748. 

My dear Friend, 

It is but a few days since 1 received thy kind and 
very acceptable letter, dated the 13th of 12th ma last, 
which came to hand after a very remarkable man- 
ner. An inhabitant of this place, a friend's son, having 
been to Carolina, on his return from thence took it up 
on a bank or shore near Carolina, with some others, 
they being, as conjectured, thrown overboard by some 
vessel pursued by an enemy, but whether m ^ ^<csa?i^T 
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uce ta GorotuMi^ or firom ^ence to this citj, I have Ml 
been abIe-.to learn ; however, I am pleased to have re> 
c^ved it, though in a torn and ragged, yet legible 
form, aad sbowd gladlj have received my daughter's 
also, though m the same condition, but it is not a little 
satisfactory toone to hear by. thine of her welfiure,8s 
as pf thine, and. my dear family. 

Thou bast, my dear fHend, nearly engaged meto thee 
on account of thy kind, and sympathizing concern for 
my protection and preservation by the gpod hand d 
our God, whose mercies ext^id over all his works, as 
Wjell as what 1 am certain we are both interested in, to 
wit, th^ <^use and honour oCour great Jdaster, and the 
real good and happiness of mankind universally. The 
affinity and unity of spirit I witnessed on this score soon 
after my happy acquaintance Vith. thee, and the tine 
]^w occurs to me wherein after I had one day made 
tb^ a visit (not aceremonbus one» such aa are coinmoalir 
made by the world) but one wherein 1 was edified and 
consplated in my spirit, arising from, as I then thought, 
a sympathy of soul, both seeming to tend one way, viz. 
toour great centre, God. Upon my return home, and re- 
volvingin mymind something on this occasion, I felta se- 
cret joy and pleasure in thy friendship, and 1 loved thee 
not so much for my own sake as for the sake of our 
dear Lord: this pleasing reflection caused tears of joy 
to flow plentifully from my eyes : this unity of spirit 
in the bond of peace and love, flowing from esseutisl 
love itself, even from God, *' for truly our fellovirship ii 
with the Father, and with his Son Christ Jesuj^" 
A stranger neither knows nor can intermeddle with 
this joy. It is this commerce and union of souls, thou 
art sensible, my friend, that only describes or can justly 
claim the tender name and significant title of friendship : 
for though Christians indeed love all mankind, and are 
so far friends to all as to ardently desire and pray for 
their eternal happiness, and would contribute all in 
their power to promote it, as well as their temporal 
feUcitj, yet the sacred and expressive name of friend- 
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ship belongs only )to those whose souls are united by 
this holy cement, the love of God ; for though there 
may be in persons all the i^uisites to form and con- 
tinue a common and selfish afiection or friendship, viz. 
similitude in natural tempers and dispositions, sympa^ 
thies and antipathies, affections and aversions, yet 
when this holy attraction and bond is wanting, the 
friendship is incomplete and insipid. 

And now, dear friend, 1 must tell thee that thy con- 
jecture was not without foundation, when thou appre- 
hended that a concern superior to worldly interest 
(which indeed had little or no share in my voyage) en- 
gaged me to quit so desirable a situation (in such a haz- 
ardous and even perilous juncture), wherein 1 thought 
myself happy in the enjoyment of many valuable friends, 
with whom I had frequent and glorious opportunities of 
going up to the house or into the presence of God, m 
sweet company and fellowship, where the divine and 
desirable communion of the heavenly bread and new . 
wine of the kingdom has been often dispensed to my 
hungering and thirsty soul, both immediately from the 
divine hand, from whom every good and perfect gift 
comes, and instrumentaliy from God's ministers ; for 
which kindness and favour of the Lord to my soul, I 
have been made often and truly thankful. Thus hap- 
py, exquisitely happy, was I, as far as one engaged in 
the Christian warfare can be, in the enjoyment in some 
degree of the favour of the Almighty, which was bet- 
ter to me than life ; when a concern I had often had 
for the inhabitants of my native country revived in my 
soul for their eternal happiness; whither I was to 
return and abase myself by declaring what God had 
done for my soul, and to call them from those things 
which I had been by the great love and power of God 
redeemed from ; this discovery of the divine will gave 
me the greatest uneasiness 1 think 1 ever felt, the 
greatest cross I ever had to bear, and which I long 
reasoned against, and implored the Almighty if it was 
his will to remove the burden. The \\\xve v^wjNi^ SsSs. 
to recouat the various consultatioTi^ oi ?l"5^ ^vA^^y^^-* 
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the difficulties and dangers laid in my vmj through 
this hard and trying dispensation ; at length all obsta- 
cles were removed by the«Hand of Power, and nothing 
now remained in my way but my unwillingness to be- 
come a fool, to go and abase myself in my native coon- 
try, where I had long lived in pride and exaltation of 
mind, and forgetfulness of Grod my Creator and preserver. 
I fain would have compounded with the Almighty, and 
though but a worm pleaded greatly to be excjoied thus: 
Oh ! that it might be granted me all my days to live 
in obscurity, sequestered from all worldly enjoyments, 
to weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of 
my native land ; I could have been content to have 
sat in silence, and gone softly all my days for their sake: 
but this was not the divine will concerning me, the word 
was gone forth " Obey my voice," and waa not to re- 
turn empty or void. Here 1 was shewn that obedience 
is better than any sacrifice not prepared of God, and to 
hearken to the voice of the Lord in this command, than 
any ofiering 1 could offer in my own wilJ, for none but 
those of his own preparing and ordaining can possibly 
be acceptable to him. Thus in the day of God's pow- 
er, and by the assistance of his divine hand, 1 was ena- 
bled to run through a troop of reasonings, and by the 
strength of my God I have leaped over a wall of oppo- 
sition in my own breast, and as I before informed thee 
I found it my place and duty to keep to meetings with 
those few who professed with me, and at first met \nth 
some rude uncivil treatment, yet we enjoyed our meet- 
ings the remaining time with pretty much quiet; and 
some of the inhabitants of the town would now and then 
come and sit with us, to whom my mouth was some- 
times opened, in rehearsing what God had done for my 
soul. 

In the course of my continuing there a concern was 
laid upon my mind to write a sliort account of the deal- 
ings of the Lord to bring me to himself, with an exhor- 
tation to the inhabitants, and as I could not convenient- 
If get it printed in CaroUtva m the time 1 proposed to 
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stay there, I have brought it to Philadelphia, where I 
am told I can have it better done ; and the convey- 
ance from hence being easy, I hope to feiid it soon. 
This a&ir, and the want of a suitable opportunity, will 
detain me, I believe, six weeks longer from my dear 
children and friends. I am obliged to thee for thy care 
in soliciting for a few more books ; if they are not yet 
sent please to let it be deferred till I arrive. I Have 
dispersed many in South Carolina, which were by many 
acceptably and thankfully received, as well as those I 
have distributed in my journey from thence to Penn- 
^Ivania, in a course of between eight and nine hun- 
dred miles ; wherein the goodness of the Almighty was 
very conspicuous in preserving me through many, and 
to me unusual difficulties and straits, for which mercy, 
as well as for innumerable others, my soul renders to 
his protecting goodness unfeigned thanksgiving and high 
praises. The particulars 1 must defer till 1 am con- 
ducted by the same merciful hand to • my friends and 
family, when 1 shall be more at leisure to relate them 
than 1 am at present I am pleased to hear there is a 
suspension of arms between the contending powers, 
though we fear Spain is not included in the treaty ; so 
it is possible we may not be quite out of danger from 
that quarter. However, that divine and omnipotent 
power who has so far kept me by his mercy from fall- 
ing into the hands of unreasonable men, will, 1 trust, 
continue to protect me from temporal as well as spirit- 
ual enemies, which are most dangerous, and therefore 
most to be feared and guarded against. 

The time I am limited to, by the vessers sailing this 
afternoon, obliges me to draw to a conclusion, and add 
no more but my tender love and regard to thee, and all 
my dear family, remaining in true gospel love, 
Thy real and affectionate friend, 

Sophia Humeu 
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LETTER LVIIL 
From Mart Peisley to E. and T. Ecroyd. 

Exeter, 26Ua of 6th Mo. 1749. 

My Dear Friends, 

I HAVE been with my dear companion Mary Weston 
since the yearly meeting through four of the southern 
counties ; a fine well cultivated country, whose fiekk 
seem to want no improvement, being richly adorned 
with plentiful crops ; these with beautifully enamelled 
and fragrant pastures, with dumb eloquence, abundantly 
praise and magnify the great Creator, setting forth to 
every intelligent mind the magnificence of his power, 
wisdom, goodness, bounty, and long-sufiering, to a race 
of degenerate unworthy mortals, whose tongues are fill* 
ed with cursing and profaneness instead of thanksgivii^ 
and praise for the unmerited favours of him, who maketo 
his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth 
rain on the just and on the unjust. 

So far as 1 am capable of discerning, religion is at a 
very low ebb in this part of the world amongst all ranks 
and societies of people. Perhaps you will say I want 
charity, or upbraid me as Joseph did his brethren, of 
coming to spy the nakedness of the land. I tell vou 
nay ; but to buy food for the sore famine of the soul by 
obedience, which, could I have had at home, I would 
not have come here. Though I thus freely write my 
thoughts as they occur, I have no doubt but I am 
known by you, as well as Joseph's brethren were by 
him, though to many where I come I am unknown, anil 
remain so. 

1 have far passed the limits of my letter, but feeling 
my heart enlarged in that love, which neither length ol' 
time nor distance of place can extinguish or impair, 
hope you will excuse the freedom, and accept of salu- 
tation in the unchangeable truth in which I greet you 
with love unfeigned ; also to your father, mother, and 
family, with any other enquiring friends, as if named. 
from your truly alTectioaate friend, 
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^Bk LETTER LIX. 

■* -^^m Sophia Hume to Arthonf Besezkt, which 
was found unfinished afler her decease. 
Beloved Friend, 

I BELIEVE 1 may say, and say truly, I am not pleased 
with myself, that 1 have not gratified thy request in 
that I did not reply earlier to thy last letter, as I have 
the same reason thou alleged to me, lest I should by any 
means make my friend uneasy ; but so far was thy let- 
ter from producing that effect, that my heart rejoiced 
to find as heretofore, thou through grace continues a sted- 
fast and faithful sufferer for Christ and the gospel's sake 
with the few names who amidst the revolting tribes of 
our Israel, have not bowed their knee to Baal, neither 
kissed his image. But on the other hand I cannot hut 
mourn, nor remain unnwved, while our tribes are in the 
wilderness, surrounded by their enemies and taken 
captive at their wills; for this my spiritual.as well ns 
natural bread hath been often mixed with tears. 1 
further lament to find both here and in the churches 
abroad, that " blindness in part hath happened to our 
Israel," and the seeming unwiUingness to be healed 
continuing, makes me fear it will ere long prove both 
fatal and total ; but if Israel will nol be gathered, the 
Lord will cause the feet of his messengers to be turned 
to such as will answer his call, and prove more faithful 
to his laws and precepts, for he never did nor ever will 
leave himself without witnesses to his mighty power 
and adorable love, which in his own time will cover 
the earth in a twofold sense as the waters cover the 
sea, for his determination is, " He will he gtori&ed on 
earth, as he is glorious in heaven," 

Perbap I am too anxious for this happy and glorious 
period; I want to see the time when the mountain of 
the Lord's house shall be established on the top ofei'ery 
exalted mountain, which poor unhappy mortals have 
raised to their own destruction. 1 want to see the peo- 
ple take the armour of God, as it is ^acwsvi^'s tjSw^ 
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by the captain of our salvation, and disposed to fight 
under his banner ; the weapons of salvation arc mighty 
to the pulling down of strong holds of sin and satan. and 
bringing into captivity every imagination that exalts 
itself against the knowledge of Godr 

I am fearful I am fretting too much (rather let mc 
say lamenting) because of evil doers; though 1 am 
thankful to the keeper of Israel he preserves mc from 
being envious at the workers of iniquity ; so far from 
envying I mourn and lament their state, and as Paul io 
the word of the Almighty commanded, that " prayer 
and supplication be made for all men," so in mv mea- 
sure I am enabled to address the Father of i\lercie< 
with strong cries, prayers, and many tears, that all men 
may be blessed with the knowledge of the tnith. and 
be saved from sin here, and the dreadful penalty due 
to it hereafter ; and as I have witnessed the terrors oi' 
the Lord for sin, and upon deep repentance and amend- 
ment of life, the peace and consolation of lii<> blc^-t'l 
spirit for obedience to the light and truth of ]i\> ii*.!r 
Son, 1 would fain persuade men who have receive J thv 
same grace by which we are sfivcd, to cmbraci- hi" re- 
peated merciful calls, to occupy therewith, that ihvy 
may not receive his grace in vain. 

Sophia Himf. 



LETTER LX. 
To 

Ueciruth, 11th Mo. 2u. IT'/.X 

DfiAR Friend, 
For with that epithet I hope I may address thtc «n 
the spiritual relntions<hip, having felt an atlcctionatt 
sympathy wilh and regard for thee, although our pir- 
^^onal acquaintance haa not been !»ucli :i.> iriii:ht iiuiii* • 
a very free cxpres.<ion of it. Hut one of my t hiel' h»y- 
in my debilitated state is, the heariiiir or seeing thac iln 
< hildren of the elect lady (which the i hurch ul i'\ui< 
fnay be stiled) walk in CV\e U>3iU\-. aud a \irincipal 
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dence of my continuing a living member of that church, 
is my retaining a love to the brfclhren. Indeed, I hope 
that this love is increased in my state of weakness, and 
my desires are strong that the plantation of God may 
be so watered, weeded, pruned, and watched over, as 
that its plants may flourish and be fruitful, according 
to their kind, and the uses he assigns them. That all 
the trees and plants in his extensive garden may rejoice 
togelher, because they experience the advantage aris- 
ing from their sheltering each other from storms, and 
expediting each other's growth, although it may in some 
instances appear to diminish the spreading of some 
plants of large magnitude, and which also may be deep- 
ly rooted. Such must at times evince their humility 
and true greatness by a willingness to be lopped, that 
room may be made for young valuable plants growing 
near them, to expand. Indeed, 1 see occasion for old 
trees, in the spiritual plantation, to be pruned, as well 
as young ones, if they continue fruitful in the different 
seasons of life ; if they will not abide it, barrenness and 
a contemptible appearance awaits them in the closing 
stage of life, though they have been fruitful in the earlier 
periods of it. May all the Lord's plants desire that he 
may turn his hand upon them as often as he sees it 
needful for their preservation, that they may produce 
well flavoured fruit in that proportion which he knows 
their roots can bear. Alas what great occasion is there 
for this pruning work in our highly favoured society. 
How many wild shoots have been suffered to remain 
and grow, even to the destruction of some promising 
trees, shoots which have plenteously produced the fruits 
of the first nature, although they may not have the ap- 
pearance of the worst kind. How heavy laden with 
fruits of worldly mindedness arc some, whose outward 
appearance is specious. Pretended self-denial is in 
many instances self-gratilication, and their zeal is not 
according to knowledge. These masked characters 
among us (it appears to me) do more hurt than open 
libel lines ; they create a distrust o( Ihe viVuVe^xA-^ ^V 
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our members, brand us with the stigma of hvpocriin 
and Eorely wound the living remnaut, who rooum K 
offences they cannot remedy, and lament the discoi 
ragement admioUtered by them to tender in&nt plai ' 
in our garden. 

But what Baith the divine inspector to those wbo an 1 
and lament the state of these burdensome memberi) 
" Take heed to yourselves," and when your hearts and 
hands are cleansed, arise and labour in my garden to 
remove such plants as will not be restored to beauty 
and fruitfulness ; and wisely nurse and train up Ibwe 
who are willing to receive instruction; endeavour I» 
support the weak, to comfort the feeble-miuded, re- 
prove, exhort, rebuke with all long-sufTering and meek- 
ness. Thus may you be instrumental to work a refor- 
mation, and your spirits will be replenished with divine 
peace and love, which will compensate for all labonn. 
sulTerings, and the loss of every temporal blessing where- 
with you may be tried. It appears clear to me, that 
if our living brethreu and sisters who are not called to 
labour publicly in word and doctrine, solemnly attended 
to their share of this rectifying work, it would tend to 
an increase of true spiritual unity and sympathy amoo^ 
us. There are indeed but few esperieoced fatben 
whose minds are a^ectionately exercised for the chil- 
dren's growth and preservation, which is probably one 
cause why there are not more of the rebellious cbiUra 
turned to the wisdom of the just. Private judiciouaa^ 
monition and cautions are not duly administered, or en- 
deavours used to gather the youthful stragglen nadcr 
the sheltering wing of wUe ciders. 1 am thankfullT 
sensiblf, notwithstanding, that the Lord is at won 
amongst us, and I believe he will work powerfully t» 
the reducing of the wills of some who have been edn- 
cated in the profession of the truth, to the obedience ol 
sonship, and others who have wandered upon the mow^ 
tains will become inhabitants of the valleys, and te 

I settled under the government of Israel'i Sbeph»d. ^J 
But even such as are «eek.\n^ the way to Zioo, It^M 
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are earnestly desirous to be everlastiogly united to the 
Lord and his people, need much attention and help ; 
tbey have much to leave behind, and maoy discourage- 
ments to encounter; and I think I have seen that if 
Friends watched over such as are looking towards us 
in wisdom, with a desire to be helpers of their faith, and 
endeavouredby honest labour to rectify their errors and 
defects, more of these might be brought forward, and 
in time become an additional strength to us. I had no 
view of penning the foregoing sentiments when 1 began 
to write to thee, but finding an inclination to reply to thy 
acceptable letter of the 10th ult., I have ventured to 
communicate them, in hope that if they meet thy own, 
it may tend to strengthen thy resolution to attend to 
thy share of any part of the work divine wisdom may 
assign thee in his church. It has pleased him to de- 
prive thee of one of his most valuable temporal bless- 
ings; may it tend to thy enlargement in spiritual gifts, 
and increase of the highest enjoyment. 

I observe thy remark of the probability of this nation 
sharing in a greater degree than it has yet done, of the 
cup of trembling, of which a neighbouring one drinks 
so deeply ; as a religious body called to peace, we should 
study to promote it, and how we may edify not only 
one another, but those also who may difier from us in 
religious profession ; exampling them how they ought to 
demean themselves consistent with the gospel of the 
Prince of Peace; and if sullering be our lot, either for 
our testimony of a good conscience, or in sharing the 
calamities wherewith the nation may be visited, to seek 
for strength to bear fhem consistent with the dignity of 
our high, holy, and peaceable profession. 

Had thy business led thee this way, I should have 
been pleased to have seen thee and conversed with thee 
in the love and freedom of truth, i am visited by some 
valuable friends, yet at times conclude myself a solitary 
afflicted widow, increasing in bodily inlirmities, and 
able to do but little to promote the cause of righteous- 
ness. He who judgetb righteousV^ oaVj Voo-^^ 'i^i-'a. 
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cause of aty Inte great affliction, whereto my most i( 
fectionate friends were in a great measure blind. Mq 
the dispensiition of his mercy and judgment be so sanO' 
tified to my spirit as to prepare it for admittance ' 
his kingdom when dislodged from this dccrepid 
much afflicted tabernacle. 

Thy affectionale friend, 

Catharine Phillip 



LETTER LXI. 

177S. 
Dear Friend, 
i HAD thy letter in answer to mine, which gave m 
pleasure in various respects. Thy commemoratioo < 
the favour and blessings of heacen dispensed to ibtS' 
in thy infant state, when like Jacob thou went from lly 
father's house only with thy staff) and now thou art " 
come two bands, by the tihcdding of the blessings on Ibf 
head, which as lived under will increase and Qiullip^' 
Still to greater degrees of dominion. Be attentive Ibt^ 
fore to the motion of light, sulfer thyself to be girded bj 
the holy girdle, and thy back will be strengtheneti * 
work, thy standing will be pronounced sure bj 
bility, and thy head will be covered in the day 
I am not insensible how men are attacked by t 
enemy ; if he fails when he has them in one , 
he attempts to draw them from it by another' 
view of better success. If the banner be over v 
the limitation assigned by the guardian angel of 
servatioo, :et is keep under it and we shall be Kc 
the enemy will not be able lo prevail against u>, wl 
we have the glorious fence of the Lord's appoint 
There are seasons when the aScctionHte pnr( ii 
men, and they propose things agreeable to nature 
ourselves, that we are ready lo comply with ; (' 
makes the way intricate to ourselves, lor when < 
bring it to the standard it '» deficient b we^t i 
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purity, and will not pass the trial before the judge. I 
have missed it in thi^ respect, and therefore drop the 
caution to my friend, to beware of giving expectation, 
before it is tried in the balauce of the sanctuary. King's 
children should always preserve their dignity, by tak- 
ing heed how they mis amongst the people, and their 
associations and alliances ought to be with the royal 
lineage ; in this the King of kings is honoured, and our 
own dignity preserved ; I do not mean this with regard 
to thy present undertaking in England, I mean with re- 
spect to others whom we converse with, and are some- 
times amongst, both male and female, though it may 
hold good in both. 

There are many more talkers of the truth than 
walkers in it, whose mouths flatter, and whose tongues 
are their own and ought to be stopped, though they 
appear to be something in' word and shew when they 
come in their ranks and appear amongst the disciplined 
army ; they are not noticed nor sent forth against the 
Goliahs of the day ; it is only those who arc anointed 
and appointed, armed and accoutred that can face the 
battle. May we, dear friend, dwell with the consum- 
ing virtue of the word, that as we are used, we may 
still be refined. 

1 would just say with regard to the present depend- 
ing affair, do not be too precipitate ; weigh it, and re- 
member that he that believelh maketh not haste; 
there are many things to be looked at, thy place, thy 
friend's place. Things with a fair face of prospect may 
be shaded with a gloom ; sweet things in enjoyment 
may change to bitter ; I would not cast any thing out, 
to embarrass, or overwhelm, but simply speak my feel. 
ings; relinquishing for the cause, in our aSections, en- 
riches after in a spiritual and temporal sense, and it is 
often tenfold restored. It was said in the recapitula- 
tion of the many blessings dispensed lo David, after 
shewing him what he was, " and if this had not been 
enough 1 would have done much more." This was 
when he was taken off his watch, aftdsaffiCTeWi'ia ^^sik.'* 
cc3 
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tiona to sport with a beauteous object, which in the 
end made him flee before his enemy ; this thou may 
think not similar to thj present stale: but yet it p<Hnt> 
the obedience, the dedication that ought to attend a 
being raised to eminence by the interposition of a su- 
preme Power, in order to shew forth his power in him. 

The satisfactioD resulting from thy letter on this sub- 
ject was great, because with respect to a removal, in 
looking at it I think thou tells me. thou never saw 
light shine upon it. This satisfaction arises from my 
beingof the same sentiment, and one in judgment, when 
moat capable to judge and feel for myseli^ and for my 
friend. IjCt this afTair be hewn and squared in the 
mount before it is adopted, and let there be no sound 
of an artificial tool in bringing it about, that the substi* 
tuting a member from one part of the body to another, 
may be the Lord's work, and then it will be useful, and 
to the edification and comfort of the body, the church. 
I sympathize with thee and thy friend, 1 love you both 
in the truth, and my desire is, that you may be con- 
ducted in wisdom in bringing it forward, or in finally 
letting it drop, and for every sacrifice thus made it will 
be amply made up, by the replacing one in iLs blead in 
which your acceptance will stiind, your faith be con- 
firmed, and your righteousness be proved, aa was faith- 
ful Abraham's. 

I am now, my dear friend, on the eve of my depar- 
ture; I stole this little season from hurry to converse 
with thee, and tell thee how 1 felt. My things are all 
gone aboard, and on the morrow I espect to embark. 
A letter from John Oxley informed his brother was ex- 
pected to get clear of the land about the 5th instant, 
hy a letter received, so that we may have some expec- 
tation to meet, if at all, soon in the western world. A 
correspondence with thee will be agreeable, as a little 
Intelligence in a strange land, is very pleasing to pil- 
grims. 1 should have been pleased to have heard what 
thou intends, and how thou feels with respect to going 
: ocer the water aoOQ. Kee^tlv^ integrity, and put tby< 
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self in the hands of a faiHiful Creator, (liat sleeps not 
by day, nor slumbers by night. Consider thyself at his 
disposal, not man's of any kind, neither R. D.'s, nor any 
other man's that is but flesh, and conscquentW frail. 
Farewell, may wisdom and knowledge be the stability 
of thy time while on eftrth, and may the fear of the 
Lord prove thy glory, in which desire : joined by my 
wife in near love and afTection, 1 remain thy truly lor- 
ing friend, 

Samuel Neals. 



LETTER LXIL 
From DocToa Fothbhcill to the Meeting 
for Su Seringa. 
Near Middlewick, Cbesbire, SOlb Sth Mo. 1770. 
H&.KK FriEKDS, 

As you are frequently in my thoughts when absent 
from you, an inclination seemed to arise in my mind, 
just to express the cordial regard i feel for you, both as 
a body, and as individuals; often have 1 been filled 
with thankfulness that my lot has been cast amongst 
you; much benefit have! received from the wisdom 
that hath been manifested in the conduct of your af- 
fairs ; and I often consider you as an assembly of the 
most favoured people in the whole city, may I not say 
in the whole society. It seldom escapes me, when I sit 
down with you, fervently to desire that we may al- 
ways when we meet feel a degree of that solemn awe, 
which I am sure is often fell among us, and that none 
may go away without being the better for their meet- 
ing: and 1 esteem it a signal mercy that in the midst 
of so many unavoidable engagements, and in the in- 
crease of which I think my heart has no delight, a de- 
sire is kept alive to be united nearer if possible to every 
tender mind amongst you, to profit by their example, 
and to be divested of every thing thai might not con- 
tribute to the help of individuals, or advawte^^i \a "Ooa 
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^H whole. May I just say, that I fcrvently wish an aw- 
^f fill revereoce may clothe every mind when ye are cot 
lected together; the more closely and steadily we caa 
unite here, the better we shall be enabled to judge pro- 
perly, and act wisely, concerning the things that are 
brought before ua. 

It is not in my thoughts to esteem myself proper ' 
give advice to such a body of sensible friends, wbom 
honour in the truth ; but it seemed pleasingly to ari 
in my mind to testify my brotherly remembrance by 
these few linea, and to be a kind of prompter, tfaoog 
at a distance, to consider your importance in regard ' 
the well-being of the society, as instruments in the hai 
of Providence for much good; and to consider what 
frame of mind such meetings should be held in. I kiunr 
from esperience that many of you come together ' 
such dispositions, and that i may do so likewise, 
that others who may even be behind me, may comei 
in the same earnest endeavour to be what tbej sbov 
he, is now, and often has been, my desire. 

It is not boastingly, but with a degree of humble gif 
tltude that 1 can mention, though absent from you, a^ 
heart is with you often. This favourable recess it nit 

f ranted, that it may he spent in dissipation or indolence 
wish to renew my strength both of body and mil * 
and to seek alter that which can renew it properly. 
) salute you in much affection, and am, 
^^^ Your friend and brother, 

^^B John Pothergux. 



LETTER LXIll. 



It is worthy of consideration that when onr 
was under sore and cruel persecution, it greatly 
ished both as to number and the addition o( ex* 
men: for notwilhstanding their sufTerings wi__ _ ^ 
the best of them were enabled patipntly to bear tl 
altliough they sometimes euQered the Iocs of all " ' 
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but the worst who could not suffer for the truth were 
swept away, and thereby the Eociety was bo refined, 
that all impartial sensible men who observed llie lives 
of our forefathers, aod impartially examined their prin- 
ciples, began more or less to lean towards them, and 
many of tlie best of other societies joined them. But 
persecution has in a great measure ceased, and we are 
become drossy. Whatis to retine us now? Ifwere- 
fine, or are refined, we shall certainly grow again. 
These I take (o be truths substantially founded ; there- 
fore 1 say again, what is to refine us as a people con- 
sidered in connection with each other, as a community ? 
Nothing now surely but our excellent discipline, 
administered by inen of truth, men fearing God, bating 
covelousness ; men gifted, fitted and qualified by the 
head of the church for the service thereof; men of 
clean hands and upright hearts, whose concern it is to 
keep the church clean, well Itnowing her prosperity 
depends on her purity, and ihat her holy head will 
never enlarge a church but in the way of righteous- 
ness, and by a real reformation. Now nothing is more 
manifest than this, that our forefathers separated from 
the established religion of this country on a ground of 
reformation, and we both believe that a separation on 
any other ground is not justifiable : hut on this princi- 
ple and bottom quite commendable. Now it seems 
reasonable to suppose a society so founded, and 
often recurring to its foundation, must he the best and 
most disinterested in the world, and low as our society is 
fallen for want of such recurring, yet I know of none in 
which we can see so much devotion of time and talents, 
and -generous labour to social service, as in ours. The 
present visit to the monthly nnd quarteHy meetings of 
Friends in this nation and in Ireland, is a fresh instance 
of this sort, which 1 hope will be performed by such as 
have not only a strong affection rightly founded for the 
society, but who have also well considered, that as a 
people, according to the words of our Saviour, we are 
*' as a city set on an hill :" t. e. as I uY\detaV^^^\X,TOa&e 
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most obvious by our singularities, and therefore we 
ought to take good heed to the reasonable command 
that follows ; to let our light so shine before men, that 
they seeing our good works, may glorify the Father 
which is in heaven. Doubtless, the best part of the so- 
ciety have well retained and considered this excellent 
precept, and have had great care to adorn the doctrine 
preached among us by a suitable life and conversation ; 
and 1 am fully persuaded, had we all been as careful 
in this respect as we ought to have been, where there 
is one now under our name there would have been 
hundreds, if not thousands ; but instead of " the igno- 
rance of foolish men being put to silence," by our well- 
doing, of which the apostle says, '* for so is the will of 
God;^' their mouths have, by our evil doings, been 
opened, not only to reproach us, but to speak evil of the 
truth professed by us. 

It is justly to be feared that many seeking souls, un- 
der divine visitations, inclining to us, have been stum- 
bled by our stumbling blocks. These are sorrowful 
things, and what is to be done ? Surely the camp must 
be searched, or to speak in more familiar language, a 
stricter hand must be kept on scandalous reproachful 
things ; things which are a shame to any people, but 
abominable in us, more especially where the phylacte- 
ries are broad, the appearance plain, the garb and 
heart at variance. 

Thou hast, doubtless, looked on virtue and vice as 
great things, and considered families, societies, and na- 
tions as happy or miserable, sooner or later, in propor- 
tion as one or the other prevails ; and if so, what has 
this empire to expect but desolation, confusion, and dis- 
tress, because wickedness abounds, of which I fear 
there is too much among us, the love of many waxing 
cold in the cause of virtue, truth, and righteousness. 

In short, nothing is plainer than this, that a general 
reformation is wanted, and nothing ought to be more 
earnestly sought for by us than that we as a people may 
lead the way, remembering where judgment must be* 
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gin, and were the unrigtteous things purged from us by 
our didcipliae, 1 have no doubt but we should flourish 
again. The principle we profess is still the same, and 
would make us a » illustrious as were our fathers, if we 
attended to it in the same manner they did, iind as rea- 
dily obeyed it. Their hope of glory was rationally 
founded on their belief, that their Saviour made him- 
self manifest within. This was what they were con- 
vinced of, to him they retired, and became an inward 
and spiritually minded people ; and this enabled them 
to bring forth the excellent fruits of the spirit enumera- 
ted by the apostle, in which they excelled all others 
who were not so turned. Their peculiar exhortation, 
as I may term if, was, Turn thy mind inward. They 
themselves had found the benefit of so doing, and being 
in their ministry under the constraint of divine love to 
the souls of men, they were desirous that others might 
reap the same advantage. And indeed this is so much 
the one thing needful, that no man can be substantial 
in religion without it ; without it, 'lis an everlasting 
truth, he will be either no Christian, or a poor superfi- 
cial one, perhaps washing the outside of the cup and 
the platter, but neglecting the most essential cleansing 
of the inside. It was turning inward turned me from 
deism to Christianity ; and for the truth of Christianity 
I have found there are evidences enough within, evi- 
dences sufGcient to convince any honest enquiring ra- 
tional soul, who will turn inward and compare the spi- 
ritual things made manifest within, with the spiritual 
things written without in the Holy Scriptures. And 
surely there cannot be a better or fairer way of dealing 
with unbelievers than referring them to their own feel- 
ings, that is, to what they have felt and what they may 
feel in their own bosoms. This is surely the rational 
way to conviction, and introductory to that of conversion, 
which no wise man will be content without experien- 
cing, and which the wiser we are the more we desire. 
Our merciful and kind Creator hath wL^ety and impar- 
tially linked our duty and out mtettst \n^eSc\t't, is^ 
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doubtless hath unalterably determined, that the one 
shall for ever bear a proportion to the other. One is a 
proof of his kindness, the other of his justice, which 
shews he is fit to be as he is '' the judge of all the 
earth," determined to reward every man according to 
his works ; now if these things are so, what enemies 
are we to ourselves when we do any thing that is evil, 
and how untrue to our interest when we omit doing 
that good for which we might be for ever rewarded. 
This shews how wise we are for ourselves, and how be- 
neficent to others when well employed. 

I am well assured that he who is the head of the 
church is not unmindful of it, but very tender of its 
welfare, and btill ready to bless us with gifts and quali- 
fications necessary to this good end. fiut this is proper 
to be remembered, that all who are qualified are hum- 
ble men, men who have been humbled under the 
mighty hand of God, for there are none but such truly 
humble. They that are, as the beloved disciple ex- 
presses it, " passed from death unto life," and that way 
are become lovers of their brethren, are humble men. 
To these condescending to others is not so hard as it is 
to other men, who still remain unmortified, unsancti- 
fied ; the last are not fit for the service of the church of 
Christ, nor are any fit for it but such as are endowed 
with that wisdom which is from above, because that 
only makes first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy 
to be entreated, full of mercy, and full of good fruits, 
without partiality and without hypocrisy ; that this wis- 
dom may he often asked for, and liberally given to my 
friends in * * * is my sincere desire. 

T. F. 



LETTER LXIV. 

11th Mo. 7th, 180a 

Esteemed Friend, 

The ingenious manner in which 1 found the hints I 
lately ventured to give thee were received, induces me 
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to throw before thee some thoughts which have at 
times struck me respecting the dangers that await min- 
isters in our society, more especially the young, and 
shall I add, those of thy sex. I think it possible, at 
least, in the drst place that an honest and grateful de- 
sire to bear testimony to the Lord's goodness in his ten- 
der and fatherly dealings with his poor children in this 
state of probation, may carry some forward into an 
office unto which, in its more solemn and important 
services, they were never called or qualified ; and this 
is more peculiarly likely, when a fresh sense of mer- 
cies received may raise this language in the soul, " what 
shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits? Surely 
I will take the cup of salvation, graciously handed me, 
and call upon the name of the Lord." Having thus 
stepped forward on motives of gratitude and obedience ; 
the fear of looking back after putting our hand to the 
plough, may rather tend to push forward, while ten- 
derness in the minds of some friends, and want of judg- 
ment in others, may have precluded all plain dealing, 
and the wholesome advice of true eldership. Thus, 
where only a little incense from " the fields of offering," 
when the dews of Hermon have refreshed the breath' 
ing plants, might be looked for, the works of an apostle 
may be attempted, and the result is evident. The 
sacred cause is not promoted, nay worse, it is injured, 
and those who love it above all things, are wounded : 
wounded too in the house of their friends, where wounds 
are most deeply felt. To those also who may have 
been rightly called, there is great need of suspecting 
the possibility of deception, especially if of sanguine 
temperament, and the mind apt to take lofty excur- 
siona in the dangerous regions of imagination. There 
is a judicious remark of some unknown writer on this 
head, of which 1 took a copy, and it is at thy service — 
"There is no faculty of the soul more exposed to the 
attacks of our ever active enemy, at least more liable 
to be injured by them than the imagination ; its nature 
is so restless and ungovernable, that tht aAqmoA. ■hi^ 
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lance of a well regulated mind, and the assiduous 
of all the weapons of our warfare, are scarcely s 
cient for keeping it in that degree of subordinatioo, 
which is necessary for repelling the enemy's assauln. 
And when, in addition to this disadvantage, the mind 
is much unfurnished with knowledge, the judgment 
weak, and the temper Banguine, it ia no wonder that 
the father of lies should rule in the imagination." Bat 
by all this i am not desiring to discourage what is rigbl. 
and am fully persuaded that there is a way yet cast up, 
wherein the wayfaring man, though a fool to the wi» 
dom of this world, shall not err ; and that iftheeyebe 
ungle, and the heart attentive to the simple path of 
duty, the whole body will be tilled with light sufGcieol 
for the duties required. What I wish to enforce a. 
that in teachers, as fully (if not more so) as in hearen. 
great watchfulness, care, and fear, with great simpt 
ci^ of soul, are required ; and let me add, all obscure 
expressions and allusions to scripture passages, familiar 
chiefly to religious people, should be avoided wboi 
Eiddressing others, or even a mixed multitude. 

1 have feared that many have heard scripture 
trines so expressed as not to know it was such, but 
prehended it was some peculiar notions of our own. 
were better in such cases to refer to the sacred writer, 
whether prophet or apostle ,- to say we do not know 
which to refer to, savours of idleness in those who mii>- 
iater at the altar, and who may reasonably be expect- 
ed to know how to handle the tools appointed for their 
use, and to execute the business before them as tlNae 
that must give an account. With nothing but good-will 
to the best and most glorious cause do I thus write : I 
hope thou wilt not misconceive me, for truly do I dean 
that Zion's light may go forth as brightness, and bcr 
salvation as a lamp that bumeth; that the benefidftl 
light thus handed to the weary traveller, may lead 
him safely on his journey, and to the city of the grcal 
king. 

I am thy resA Fric.&d, 
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LETTER tXV. 

Brentford, 6th Mo. llth.lTTO. 
Dear Fkiend, 

Mv earnest desire for thy welfare will hardly suffer 
me to rest, because of thy imminent daDger. I consider 
thee as one mercifully favoured with another divine viai- 
tatbn : that thou mayst reap the advantage of it is 
my concern, but that thou art in the way to lose it is 
my greatest fear ; as I purpose to satisfy thy mind the 
right way, and not ofiend thee, I shall endeavour to 
give thee sufficient reasons why I thus write. When it 
pleaaeth God in hia great mercy first to favour our 
minds in a particular manner, it is expected, and justly, 
because really necessary, that our minds should be 
steadily and strongly turned to that good with which 
we are so visited : consequently turned inwards, much 
inwards, and again as much from all other things, not 
only from things without, which as it were press upon or 
into our notice, but also from the workings of our own 
mind about such things as maybe naturally agreeable 
to us, from the cast or natural turn of our minds, or the 
present state we may be in. Now as we have been 
thus graciously regarded by the best of all beings, to 
bring us to embrace that which is undeniably good, 
and to redeem us from all evil, in order to our happi- 
ness, so we have a dreadful enemy who is ever endea- 
vouring our ruin, by drawing our minds from good and 
so into evil ; of this evil spirit we have, I presume, had 
proper notice in holy writ. Now as this apollyon or de- 
stroyer is not allowed in our present probationary state 
to act by force, his way of working our destruction is by 
subtility. Of this we have had forewarning in the ac- 
count given us of his deceiving her who was the mo- 
ther of all living; and his subtilty is so great, that 
John in the Revelation tells us, " He deceived the whole 

Has my friend thought enough of these things as 
warnings to us ? I say as warnings to us. Is my friend 
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brought to be enough on his guard against this mighty 
enemy of ours? An adversary who, when poormanin ' 
his fallen state is visited, that he might obtain a higher 
and happier station, is ever endeavouring to keep him 
down in sin and misery, and from rising into the redeem- 
ed state. And when by joining in with dit-ine visita- 
tions, men are raised and stationed to be as the stars of 
heaven, (but notHxed ones) how alarming is our enemy 
described, and represented to us as a great red dragon, 
having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowni 
upon his heads, and as drawing such down from heaven, | 
and casting them to the earth again, and this by Ul 
tail, when perhaps he was thought gone by, by suet I 
He may make it his business to busy us about the final I 
lot of men, in the matter hinted in the last page of tbt ] 
pamphlet thou desirednt my opinion of: and this certain ■ 
ly- suits his purpose better than our attending to that pow- 
er that would bruise his head, and bring him shortly un- 
der our feet. I am sure my friend will allow me to ask a 
few questions ; and first. What good can it do to weakea 
the awful sanctions of religion 1 In the second pUcib J 
who, besides this deceiver, will undertake to rentovitl 
the great gulph which God has so fixed, that there £■ 
no passing from state to state t Luke xvi. 2ft. ' 

" I pray thee therefore, Father, that thou wonkW 
'•* send him to my father's house, for I have five bretb- 
" ren, that he may testify unto them, lest they aln 
" come into this place of torment." Verw 27 and 28. 
Upon which I observe this last request on behalf of his 
brethren, seems manifestly grounded on alt hopes for 
himself being cut otT; and if his rc<)uest had been gra&t- 
ed, 1 am persuaded that the fixedness of thb grcNf g" 
would not have been foi^otten, but have hocn I 
of to his brethren. 

" Thou shalt not be punished eternally for tbj d 
" here :" " Ye shall not surely die." matiifestlj w 
and is designed to lessen our dread of breaking tba 1 
vine command, and therefore by whom we mav ea 
fudge. As 1 believe Ihe w;i\^t,»K«a that say, *■ No n 
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kiioweth the Father but the Son, and he to whom the 
Son revealeth him," thou iwilt I trust approve my pre- 
ferring the knowledge of God through Jesus Christ, be- 
fore any ideas that lean merely as a man form of him. 
1 have thought sometimes that the perfect purity of 
the divine Being, and his knowing " who are his," is 
our security in poiot of happiness on observance of his 
law : and on this bottom it is, that the righteous have 
reason to "rejoice at the remembrance of his holiness." 
Take away the holiness of the divine Being, and all 
our security for happiness is lost : for upon that suppod- 
tion, he might say one thing to us, and do another by 
us. We must then in the first place, for our own se- 
curity, establish the perfect purity of the divine Being ; 
and must not his love of that which is good, and hatred 
of that which is evil, infinitely exceed ours 1 Shall we 
then measure his rewards and punishments by our little 
love of good, and I fear, greatly fear, too little hatred of 
evil, and especially of that evil to which we may be moat 
inclined; and here I cannot but endeavour to lay open 
the old and still grand deceiver. I have often thought 
men magnify the mercy of God in the wrong place, (if 
I may so express myself ) for can any thing be a plainer 
snare of the enemy of man than to set him to magnify 
the mercy of God in some future portion of eternity. 
Thinking of his mercy to be extended then, naturally 
lessens our fear now; and this is obtaining a point the 
enemy has ever aimed at, and how much and how often 
he works this way, few men have well considered. 

But there is mercy with the Lord now, that he may 
be feared, that is, he still has mercy on us, that we 
may learn to fear him. Thinking of his mercy now, 
ia good, because it has a good effect upon us ; when the 
serpent began to tempt Eve, it is observable his first 
attempt was to lessen her fear of breaking the com- 
mand of God to her. As I am principally concerned 
to put thee very strictly on thy guard against thy enemy 
and mine, T must say be will, 1 know he will, use every 
infernal endeavour to keep thee Irom a cloa& a.ttfi\^v3f». 
DO 2 
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of soul to the quickening spirit which has vyted us, to 
redeem and quicken out of the fall ; miod, my beloved 
friend, oh, mind, I beseech thee, this quickening re- 
deeming Epirit. 1 am Gure, (though in common I do not 
love to be positive) yet, in this point, I must say 1 am 
sure thy everlasting happiness depends upon it ; and 
this thy adversary knows, and will, if possible, prevent, 
by drawing away thy attention from Ihe Lord's good 
spirit, which thou hast at times felt, and known also 
what he has appeared inwardly for. 

Now in the course of what I have had to say to my 
friend, being brought to speak of the quickening spirit, 
if I am not greatly mistaken, here we are brought to 
the very foundation of religion, in point of experience ; 
for, according to the best authority, " the spirit of truth 
is to be our guide, into all truth ;" and as I am fully 
convinced in my own mind, that religion cannot be un- 
derstood but by experience, so it seems proper for all 
who read of the spirit of truth in the holy scriptures, 
rightly to consider what they do feel or experience in 
their own hearts of those operations of the holy spirit 
described therein. I must not slay now to enumerate 
these descriptions; but say here every man is, in the 
first place, referred to his own feehogs of the principle 
we profess — then reason comes in its proper place, and 
loudly and strongly pronounces, as surety as the mind 
of man is favoured with so excellent a principle, " it 
must be minded, it must be kept to, it must in religious 
things be prefeiTpd to every thing." And he that is 
firmly brought to believe in this divine principle of trutht 
and properly to regard it, is brought to practise what 
long ago was a truth delivered to the world, "He thai 
believeth maketh not haste ;" and I may add, but waits 
for his guide in whom he has believed, being properly 
apprehensive of the danger of going without liim. Thu 
keeps a man much at home, and to the great business 
of inward deep experience, and makes him cautJooBi 
exceedingly cautious, of rambling abroad into specula- 
^1 lions, where there are labyrinths, which must perple^^| 
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and in which it is easy for the human mind, without the 
divine guide, to be lost, utterly lost. 

T. F. 



LETTER LXVl. 

Warringlon, 20lh let. Mo. 1752. 
Dear Frieyd, 

1 souitT not but the sanie conveyance that brings 
this will bring some account of thy dear and worthy 
father, whom I saw at Liverpool on his way to Ireland, 
a few weeks ago, in pretty good health, and alive and 
cheerful in his labour in which he has been closely con- 
cerned, and I hope to good service in divers respects; 
doubtless to his own great peace, and uniting him in 
heart to the railhful. 

In the freedom we had to each other, he imparted to 
me one or two of thy affectionate letters to him, which 
seemed to breathe strongly of the language of tender 
affection to him, and an awful regard to the heavenly 
Father ; and has been the means of thy being often in 
my very near remembrance, and some desire attended, 
to send thee the salutation of true love in Christ Jesus 
our holy Head, in whom stands the fellowship of the 
family the world over. Great has been thy advantage, 
dear friend, in being descended from worthy parents, 
who, by example and precept, have sought thy nurture 
and growth in the things of God; the visitation of hea- 
venly light and life has also been extended, and I hope in 
a great and good degree embraced, and has pointed out 
the means of help, or the terms of happiness, and in- 
clined thy heart to seek it. 

Many are the besetments and probations of a mind 
awakened to seek an inheritance among the blessed, 
and of various kinds they are ; but the mighty arm is 
revealed and made bare, for all those that refuse to be 
comforted without it. Many are the low places the 
righteous tread, and in the line of their experience deep 
answers deep; some are brought u^a v& t.biQ'w^ >:£'» 
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JDadvertency and negligence; let us then enquire tbe 
cause and remove it ; sometimes the heavens are aadt 
like brass to us, to teach us bow to want, and like win- 
ter seasons, to strengthen our roots, that we grow not 
top heavy, but in all things our heavenlj Father deab 
vrith UB tenderly, and for our good. 

Let therefore thy attention be steady to him ibr 
counsel and guidance, and he will not forsake thee in 
the time of thy secret bewailings, but spread a table ix 
thee in the desert. Oh 1 that our youth tntghl tbtv 
awfully bow under the operation of the Lord's band, 
that their minds might be subject to him whose we are, 
and whom we ought to serve in the spirit of our minik 
I feel in mj mind the sympathy of the blessed covenant, 
and the spreading of tbe Father's wing theewarda, and 
crave of the Almighty one to have thee in hif keepiofc 
and of thee never to forfeit it by any means. He ta ul 
sufficient toabidc with thee continually. He is often 
with his people when they perceive it not : he dweUi 
in thick darkness often, and was as certainly the aoA- 
ty help of Israel, when they groaned in angui^ in ux 
land of Egypt, as when the glory of the Lord filled the 
temple at the feast of dedication. I commend thee to 
him, seek him diligently, serve him honestly, and foUow 
on to know his recjuirings, with full purpose of heart 
to be faithful thereto ; and no weapon formed aguoK 
thee will prosper, nor any place be allotted ao low in 
which the omnipotent arm will not sustain. 

My dear love attends thy mother and thyself, IImx^ 
personally unknown. 1 salute thee with gospel iffec- 
tion ; and remain, 

Thy faithful friend, ■ 

^ SufTEI. FOTRERAIU- ^| 

I LETTER LXVII. I 

Sbiplon. ITH. ^1 
Deah Coueiit, ^H 

It ia now several years since the corespondeoce b^^l 
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Iween thee and me was dropped, but notwithstandiDg 
that, I have often thought of thee, particularly of late ; 
1 think few days have gone over my head, but 1 have 
had thee in remembrance ; many and various are the 
scenes I have passed through since 1 wrote last to thee ; 
and though I am but young in years, I have met with 
a great deal of trouble, part of which 1 confess is of my 
own bringing on, a consideration tending rather to ag- 
gravate than alleviate them. I have been near six 
years married to a young man with whom I contracted 
an acquaintance when 1 was but a girl ; but knowing 
how disagreeable the match would be to my father, I 
durst not consent to it in his life-time, but engaged my- 
self to marry him, if I survived my father, who ^vas sud- 
denly removed from us by death ; soon after the aSair 
got out, and reached the knowledge of Friends, who 
took unwearied pains to prevent it; and laboured with 
me iu much love to desist, and refrain his company, 
but all to no purpose. I cannot express, though I be- 
lieve I shall never forget the conflicts [ had, between 
known duty and a foolish inclination ; the last prevail- 
ed, and I fled fromthefacesof my best friends (I thought 
them so even then) to rid myself of their kind well- 
meant importunities, 1 was greatly dissatisfied with 
the step I took even at the time I was taking it, and 
after my marriage, was for three years in a kind of 
gloomy lethargic disposition, though I regretted my 
unhappy state, and the cause of it; but afterwarik 
growing more and more uneasy under it, I became 
desirousof making public confession of my error, and 
begged to be reconciled to my friends, for whom I had 
all along entertained a loving regard; accordingly I 
wrote a paper in much sincerity of heart, and I hope 
some degree of repentance, to the monthly meeting, 
desiring and hoping it might have been accepted with- 
out my personal appearance ; but friends thinking that 
necessary, two months after the monthly meeting I had 
notice of it given me, and that Friends expected me 
there. I went into the mens' meeting, I m^a,'^ tt«J(^ «a."^-, 
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in much awe, fear, and trembling ; the paper bring 
ready questions agreeable and necessary to the occa- 
skm were asked me, by which I was too much afiected 
to return any other but broken and almost unintelligi- 
ble answers. Friends compassioned my case, and in 
much love and charity granted my petition, since which 
time I have been favoured with their tender care, re- 
gard, and notice ; and though I cannot get to meetings 
so often as I could wish, yet my husband has no aver-* 
sion to friends, but is not willing 1 should go, when 1 
am likely to be wanted at home, which on week-days 
especially is frequently the case, as we keep a little 
shop, and my husband often works at his trade ; and 
notwithstanding my heart in some respects is more at 
ease than before, yet 1 have still many difficulties to 
encounter. 1 have three children living, the eldest 
a fine girl, who was taken from us before she could go 
alone, and has continued ever since at my husband's 
mother's, who was unwilling to part with the child, 
and the poor little creature is already often distressed 
to know how to behave betwixt us. She would go to 
meeting with me, and use the plain language, but tells 
me, dares not for fear of offending her grandmother, of 
whom the child is very fond. I long to have her at 
home, but my husband will not so much as allow me to 
hint my desire to his mother ; yet I hope, if I live, to 
gain that point. My little boy and girl at home, if 1 do 
not live to see them brought up, or probably if I do, 
may fall into improper hands, and under the tuition of 
people, who for want of a proper care over them, may 
expose them to temptations and difficulties, which they 
might have been exempt from, had mine been a more 
prudent choice. 

And now dear cousin, I have in some degree inform- 
ed thee how things have been with me, though 1 am 
pretty much a stranger to the particulars of thy situa- 
tion. I heard some time ago, that thou enjoyed but 
poor health, and was under great depression of spirits, 
a state I have been little tried with, though many who 
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have not been so faulty as I have, many good and wor- 
thy people have known it ; 1 believe it is a painful try- 
ing time, and though Providence is all-sufficient, yet the 
company and regard of good friends, may be of great 
service, the means of pouring the balm of comfort and 
consolation into an afflicted humbled heart. It is far 
from my design to give any offence, or take upon me to 
advise, knowing myself a very improper person so to 
do, neither do lvalue myself upon my own recommen- 
dation with Friends : every time I think of it, though it 
is a comfort to me, it rather serves to humble (ban exalt 
me, in my own opinion. I shall be very glad of a line 
or two from thee when it is convenient, and should be 
pleased if thou would write to me with the same free- 
dom and confidence 1 have used to thee, and should re- 
joice to hear thou wert perfectly reconciled and re- 
united to ihy friends and parents, and that thy worthy 
father and mother might yet live to have comfort in 
thee, and thou in them. My good wishes attend thy 
' and children. 
From thy atlectionate kinswoman, 

Elizabbth Dalb. 



LETTER. LXVIII. 

RiCHARO yHACKLETON tO E. D. 

Ballilore, lOIh Mo. ITGS. 

Deah Cousin, 

I FERUSED thy letter to my sister Rayton, and a se- 
cret sympathy, strengthened by the affection of natural 
relation, induces me to commence a correspondence 
with thee. I have lamented, dear cousin, that a per- 
son blest with a good natural understanding, improved 
by a good education, descended from religious ances- 
tors, who were honoured witli hearing a testimony to, 
and suffering for the cause of truth ; and who was doubt- 
less as it were by birthright, made sensible of the es- 
sence of true religion : i say, I have lamented that such 
a one as thou should, through the stibLUt^ ci^ n^^&^kx- 
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pent that beguiled Eve, have been'iiistruaieiital through 
the strong influence of thy example, to lay waste oar 
Christian testimony relative to mist marriages; and 
which is a consideration still more grievous, long ob- 
servation has proved this truth, that few who have 
been overtaken in this great fault, though favoured 
with the gift of sincere repentance, and it is hoped, ac- 
cepted in themselves, have ever after been of much ser- 
vice in the Society. 

They have walked mournfully on their way, through 
a path of inward and outward affliction, and have been 
made as living monuments for others to take warning 
at, and beware ; thus thou knows, I believe, dear cou- 
ein, it has been with divers, and the opinion I have of 
thy good sense makes me not fear to give oSence by 
this plain manner of writing, at the same time that my 
sincere regard for thy welfare and happy restoration, 
makes me willing to drop any hint, which improved by 
thy own reflection, &.c. may contribute in any little de- 
gree to that desirable end: but neither, dear cousin, 
would I discourage thee in the least from that good re- 
solution which thou seems to have happily taken up, of 
returning like the prodigal son to the Father's bouac 

I mention the evil of thy transgression, not because 1 
believe thee insensible of it thyself, nor that 1 wouM to- 
crease the affliction of the afflicted, and add grief to 
thy sorrow ; but as this offence has long npp^red to 
me, to be of a grcvious and complicated nature, a stain, 
though not of the deepest dye, as some gross poUutioai. 
yet not easily worn out, thou may with more bumble 
prostration, with more deep contrition of spirit, aad 
with more steady attention of mind seek to him, wbow 
law thou hast tran^ressed, and taught others so to do, 
by the most cedent precept, thy own example. And 
if this, dear cousin, be thy constant, uniform, inward 
travail, and exercise, to witne^ from day to djijr tl&f 
baptism which alone can wash and make clean, lDoii| ' 
thy transgression has been of a nature vrhici 
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yet I hope by this means not only as thou very sensihly 
writes, thou mayest be outwardly reinstated in the un- 
ion of 6uf society, but will in his time, perhaps in the 
deeps of trouble, witness that secret union and recon- 
ciliation with him, which will be thy present support to 
bear up thy drooping head, and be the joyful earnest 
and assurance of a rest in that kingdom where the evil 
one, and his agents, cease from troubling, which in sin- 
cere affection is my desire for thee. 

Our family's love, &c. 

RioiiARD Shacklbtoit. 



LETTER LXIX. 
E. D, in answer to the foregoing, 

Shipton, 2d Mo. 1763. 
Dear Cousin, 

Thy very acceptable letter came safe to hand. I 
cannot fully express how much I think myself obliged 
to thee for thy tender regard to a poor creature, sunk 
in my own opinion below thy notice ; it was obliging 
condescension in thee to propose commencing a corres- 
pondence with me, and will always be gratefully re- 
membered. Sorry indeed siiould 1 have been, if thoa 
had entertained a thought that I should have been dis- 
pleased with any part of thy letter; those parts which 
strike most home to the course of my thoughts, 1 mean 
my own misconduct, were not unwelcome, and by pain- 
ful experience can I witness to the truth of thy just re- 
marks. To walk in a path of inward, as well as out- 
ward affliction, has long been my lot, nor have I any 
expectation of much alteration for the better in this 
life, bereft at times, even of the flatterer, hope ; my 
inward situation is perfectly unknown to any person ; I 
am obliged to appear serene when my poor heart is 
torn with conflicting passions; I have not a sufficient 
foundation to support myself under my daily trials, and 
my attention is too much taken up, and engrossed with 
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the cares of the world. 1 seldom go to meeting, my hui- 
band being unwillingany business, though ever so trimJ^ 
should be neglected on that account 1 have invohred 
my poor children too in many troubles and perplezitiei ; 
may the Lord have mercy and compassicm on them, 
who are innocent of my transgression, and direct their 
feet in the right path, that I have missed and turned 
aside from, which has cost me my peace of mind. Thou 
art a father of children, daughters too ; it is my sincere 
desire they may be preserved from falling into like 
errors, and take warning by me, who have not had I 
believe one hour's solid satisfaction since 1 married. I 
once thought no person on earth capable of drawing me 
so far aside ; secure and confident in my own imaginary 
strength, I dared at first to dally with the temptation, 
and was convinced, by sad experience, that the most 
trifling digression from our known duty, is a very great 
advance to the contrary ; I take notice of thy observa- 
tion, that few who have been guilty of my error, are 
ever after of much service to the Society. It is not 
likely they should, the very nature of the offence, and 
consequence attending it, exclude from a moral possibi- 
lity of it : and what right have we to expect miracles to 
be wrought in favour of the disobedient who have know- 
ingly acted so, and have neither ignorance nor a negli- 
gent education to plead for excuse. 

Dear cousin, in perusing what I have written, I can- 
not but think it may appear a little particular, that 1 
should use such freedom in my first letter to a person I 
have never seen ; but I am encouraged, and as it were 
called upon to an almost unlimited frankness by thine, 
which shews thee to be a sincerely well-wishing and 
sympathizing friend, and in some measure sensible of 
nnr condition. Permit me to request the continuance 
of thy tender regard for me. My husband, children, 
and self, are mercifully favoured with good health, 
though it is a sickly time here with many. William 
Longman^ of Leed^ died lately, his death was in last 
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week's paper, which was the first account we had of it. 
My dear love attends thee, thy wife, and children, 
from 

Thy affectiooate Itinswbman, 

Elizabeth Dale. 



LETTER LXX. 
Dear Friend, 

Mv dear and tender love salutes thee, in that love 
from whence 1 had my being, and from whence sprang 
all my Father's children, who are bom from above, heirs 
of an everlasting inheritance. Oh ! how sweet and 
pleasant are the pastures which my Father caiiseth all 
his sheep to feed in ; there is variety of plenty in his 
pastures, milk for babes, and strong meat for them of 
riper age, and wine to refresh those that are ready to 
faint, even the wine of the kingdom, that makes glad 
the heart, when it is ready to faint, by reason of the 
infirmities. Sure I am, none can be so weary, but he 
takes care of them ; nor none so nigh fainting, but he 
puts his arm under their heads ; nor none can be so be- 
set with enemies on every side, hut he will arise and 
scatter ; nor none so heavy laden and big with young, 
but he takes notice of them, and gently leads them, 
and will not leave them behind unto the merciless wolf, 
because they are his own, and his life is the price of 
their redemption, and his hlood of their ransom ; and if 
they be so young that they cannot go, he carries them 
in his arms ; and when they can feel nothing stirring 
after him, his bowels yearn after them ; so tender is 
this good shepherd after his flock. I caa tell, for I was 
as one that once went astray, and wandered upon the 
barren mountains; and when 1 bad wearied myself 
with wandering, I went into the wilderness, and there 
I was torn as with briars, and pricked as with thorns, 
sometimes thinking this was the way, and sometimes 
concluding that %as the way, and by and by con- 
cluding all was out of the way ■, ani Moatv \i\\.SsK 
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moamiDg came upon me, and weeping for want of the 
interpreter ; for when 1 sought to know what was the 
matter, and where I was, it was too hard for me. Tbeo 
I thought I would venture on some way where it was 
most likely to find a lost God, and I would pray \vith 
them that prayed, and fast with them that fasted, and 
mourn with them that mourned, if by any means I might 
come to rest, but found it not, until I came to see the 
candle lighted in my own house, and my heart swept 
from those thoughts and imsfginations, and willing?, and 
runnings, and to die unto them all, not heeding of them, 
but watching against them, lest I should let my mind 
go a whoring after them. And here I dwelt for a time 
as in a desolate land uninhabited, where 1 sat alone as 
a sparrow upon the house-top, and was hunted up and 
down like a partridge upon the mountains, and couM 
rest nowhere, but some lust or thought or other folk>w- 
ed me at the heels, and disquieted me night and daj. 
until I came to know him in whom was rest, and no 
occasion of stumbling, in whom the devil hath no part, 
and he became unto me as a hiding-place from ihc 
storms, and from the tempests. Then came my eyes 
to see my Saviour, and my sorrow fled away, and he 
became made unto me all in all, my wisdom, my right- 
eousness, and my sanctification ; in whom 1 was and 
am complete, to the praise of the riches of his grace 
and goodness, that endures for ever. Therefore be not 
discouraged, O thou tossed as with tempests I nor dis- 
mayed in thyself; because thou seest such mighty iKte^ts 
of enemies rising up against thee, and besetting thee on 
every side : for none was so beset and tried, and tempt- 
ed, as the true seed was, who was a man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief. But be thou still in thy 
mind, and let the billows pass over, and wave upon 
wave; and fret not th\sclf because of them, neither be 
cast down, as if it should never be otherwise with thee : 
sorrow comes at night, but joy in the morning : and the 
days of thy mourning shall be over, and the accuser 
y^'ill God cast out for civet. Yox\LVvet^W^^^& V\s5a«:t- 
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ed, and not comforted, and tempted, and tried, for this 
eiid, that I might know how to speak a word in due 
season, unto those who are temptod and affiicted as 1 
once was ; as it was said unto me in that day when 
sorrow laj heavy upon me. Therefore be not discon- 
solated, neither give heed unto the reasonings and dis- 
putings of thy own heart ; nor the fears that rise there- 
from, but be strong in the faith, believing in the light 
which lets thee see tiiem, and his grace thou wilt know 
to be sufficient for thee, and his strength to be made 
perfect in thy weakness. And so wiit thou rather glory 
in thy infirmities, that his power may rest upon thee, 
than in thy earnest desires to be rid of them ; for by 
these things thou wilt come to live in the life of God, 
and joy in God, and glory in tribulation, when thou 
bast learned in all conditions to be contented: and 
through trials, and deep exercises, is the way to leara 
this lesson. Tliese things in dear love to thee 1 have 
written, being somewhat sensible of thy conditioTi, and 
the many snares thou art daily liable unto ; therefore 
watch that thou fall not into temptation, and my God 
and Father keep thee in the arms of eternal love, over 
all, unto the end, unto his praise. Amen. 
,' ■ John Crookk. 



^ LETTER LXXI. 

Samuel Fotherqill to the Monthly Meeting he be- 
longed to. 
Dear Friends, ' 

It hath for some time lain heavy upon me to write a 
few lines to you, upon the following account The 
Lord in his everlasting kindness (that long strove with 
my soul) hath been pleased to unstop my deaf ears that 
I might hear him, the Shepherd of his flock, and to open 
my blind eyes and let me see my state as it really was, 
very desperate and lamentable. He hath shewn me 
the dreadful precipice 1 was on the brink of, ^nA. VsSa. 
breathed into me the breath of \ite, ift cxifet 'Oo»S.\ 
E e2 
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might arise from the dead and live ; he has set my sins 
in order before me, and shewn how far I had estrang- 
ed myself from him, and raised strong desires in me to 
return to him, the Redeemer of my soul. The conside- 
ration of his kindness . has raised in my soul a just ab- 
horrence of my former practices, which induces me tp 
make this public declaration of them in a few words; 
I know my sins are so many and obvious that it is im- 
possible and needless to recount and remark upon them, 
for I was then in the bond of iniquity, though it has 
pleased the Father of mercies to bring me since into 
the very gall of bitterness, and into anxiety of soul in- 
expressible, yea,' not to be apprehended by any but 
those who have trod the same path, and drank of the 
same cup ; yet, blessed be the name of God, he that 
hath kindled breathings in my soul after him, would 
sometimes break in upon me, and though the waves of 
Jordan have gone over my head, his supporting arm 
was underneath, that I should not be discouraged. 
He in his infinite love has given me to understand, that 
the things which belong to my peace are not utterly 
hid from my eyes ; that though I had drank up iniquity 
as the ox drinketh up water ; although I had exceeded 
others in sin, and long done despite to him, yet there 
was mercy with him that he might be feared. 

Now would I address myself to the youth amongst 
you, and in a certain sense of the divine extendings of 
that love wherewith he hath loved us, do 1 salute you 
with sincere desires, that that God which visited our 
fathers, while aliens and strangers to him, may be our 
God ; that we may embrace the day of our visitation, 
and not turn our backs on so great a mercy as he, I am 
sensible, is daily extending. Oh ! I have tasted of his 
love, I have had to celebrate his name, and though un- 
fit for the work, 1 cannot be easy, or discharge my known 
duty, without calling upon you to forsake the vanities of 
the world, for the end thereof is unavoidable sorrow 
and endless torment : but happy are they who, by a 
timely application, are eativ^U^ ^^klu^the Lord^wbo 
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will (I speak by blessed experience) be found of those 
who early and diligently seek him ; for he has appear- 
ed to me when 1 was afraid I was forgotten, as a morn- 
ing without clouds, to my exceeding great encourage- 
ment and consolation, and strengthened me in my reso- 
lutions to follow him who has done so much for my soul. 
Bear with me yet a little, for I write not my own words ; 
that blessed Saviour has lain it upon me, who is willing 
that all should be saved, and come to him; let him, I 
intreat you, have his perfect work in you ; he will 
wash you, or else you can have no share in him ; 1 can 
truly say, that during the time of my first conviction, 
my lips quivered, and my belly trembled, that my 
soul might have rest in the day of trouble. I choose 
not to write this, but I cannot be easy, unless I call 
others to the like enjoyment ; in bowels of tender love 
I again salute and take my leave of you, with strong 
desires, that you who are advanced in years, and fa- 
voured with the Lord's goodness, may remember me 
when it is well with you, that I may be preserved, 
though beset with temptations on every hand. The 
Lord in mercy be with you, saith my soul. Farewell. 

Samuel Fothergill. 



LETTER LXXII. 

Anthony Benezet to John Pemberton, (then in Eng- 
land) written a little before his death. 

Philadelphia, 5th Mo. 29th, 1783. 

It is amazing what an influence the love of the world, 
its esteem and friendships, and the desire of amassing 
wealth, living (themselves and children) in delicacy and 
shew, in comformity to the world, has upon so many 
in our society, who in other . respects, appear under 
some impressions of good ; notwithstanding they can- 
not but be sensible of its woeful effect upon the religious 
welfare of their offspring, who thereby (as mentioned 
by the apostle) fall into snares and hurtful lusts, oCtft.^ 
to tb^ir jperdition; notwithstaudm^ fti^ wdX.>\\^ <5il^>»^ 
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profession, and a conformity to the example and pre- 
cepts of our Lord, lay such an absolute prohibitioa on 
such a state : ** Lay not up treasures for yourselves oo 
earth," says our blessed Saviour ; " How hardly diall 
those who have riches enter," &c. "Woe to jw 
that are rich." — Be not comformed but be ye tramr 
formed, that ye may be the belter qualified to fiJ- 
low him who has called you in the way of the eras 
to be soldiers in his holy warfare, but learn of him who 
was meek and low ; who, though he was Lord of all, 
chose to come in the form of a servant, walked on foot, 
fed on barley loaves, &c. Some injunctions more doubt- 
ful and less likely to affect the heart, we take accor 
ding to the full force of the expressions, as with respect 
to an oath, whilst others whose hurful nature is more 
apparent, and as positively prohibited by our Saviour, 
as that of laying up treasures, we make nothing oi, to 
that degree that even acknowledged ministers, persoDi 
favoured with excellent gifts, have so much degraded 
their noble calling as to engage in entangling and dan- 
gerous worldly af&irs, or in seeking rich wives, some- 
times in other respects unsuitable for them ; which is a 
stumbling block to sober enquirers, who feel the strength 
of the gospel injunction, not to love the world, nor seek 
high things, but trust in God. When they see those 
of note amongst Quakers thus labour to lay up wealth 
in abundance, though they cannot but sec its direful 
effects on their offspring, who are thereby induced lo 
fly above truth, and even disregard their parents. Well, 
1 trust, the woe attending this disposition, as well to 
the individuals, as to the reputation of truth, and 
hindrance of its prevalence amongst the people, 
will become so apparent that endeavours will be used 
in a society capacity, to put a check upon this disposi- 
tion which is so much for laving heap upon heap, land 
to land, &c. by requiring of their members, that when 
they have got a sufficiency to carry on their respective 
business, they shall not suffer wealth to heap up in their 
bands, but shall app\y \he o\exi^\>a&Vo>}^^\^V\^<QCUM 
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necessitous, and other good works, which the industry 
and frugality, which our principles lead to, will natu- 
rally produce. 

An instance, which not long since occurred, caused 
me to make some painful reflections upon this most 
weighty subject, which I find my mind inclined to com- 
municate to thee, my dear friend ; perhaps thou mayst 
make a profitable use of it in^ some places where thy 
lot, may be cast. A friend died, reputed to have lelt 
60 to 70,000/. to a number of children and grandchil- 
dren, already so elevated by the fortunes they were 
possessed of, as to be ready to take wing and fly above 
truth, in conformity to the world, its friendships, fash- 
ions, &c. This happened in the depth of winter, one of 
those intense cold days which we all have felt to be 
very trying, even to those who are best provided with 
fuel, suitable clothing, &c. As I passed along, I ob- 
served aged people, and other weakly persons, tottering 
about the streets, or standing in the cold, in pursuit of a 
few pence towards a scanty subsistence, many of those 
doubtless poorly provided with fuel or bedding, both of 
which articles were then exceeding scarce and dear. 
I compared the situation and necessity of these aged 
people, with the superfluous wealth and delicate living 
of the children of the rich man lately deceased, 
and could not but be astonished at the selfishness 
and caprice of the human heart. I queried with my- 
self, are both these children of the same Father, equal- 
ly under his notice? Are they enjoined (and do they 
profess) to love each other as they love themselves ? 
Why is not at least three quarters of the wealth of 
a number of the rich Quakers laid out in procuring 
a place of refuge, comfort, and moderate provision 
for such weak and aged people, that they may, in 
the decline of life, be put into the most suitable sit- 
uation, to think and prepare for their latter end, and 
enjoy a moderate state of comfort ? Is it honest to God 
or man 1 Is it doing justly as stewaTda ot \X\^ >«^aifi^ 
^UMuaitted to our care ? Is it lo\\n^ oux \i€\^cJwsQx "^s^ 
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oiinelves? If mankiad are indeed brethren, can it be 
agreeable to the good Father of the family of mankind, 
that one should engross so much, and employ it to feed 
the corruptions of his offipring, whilst others are under 
such manifest disadvantages for want of the necessaries 
of life? Many such strange inconsistencies thou wilt 
meet with, in which, I trust, thou wilt be led to act io 
truth without partiality, and to enforce the doctrine of 
the rich man and Lazarus. 

Anthont Benezet. 
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